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INTRODUCTION.       '  ""1  ^n! 

^ A  Hebrew  of  t/ie  Hebrews.     PhiL  iii.  5.     ';'''-*t^''- 

Tumychildrex: 

A  Knickerbacker,  of  Dutch,  French  and  Scotch  (all  Protes- 
taat  stocks)  descent,  I  address  these  remarks  to  you,  that  you 
may  feel  a  pride  in  your  lineage  and  search  history,  written  by 
unprejudiced  historians,  untainted  by  the  miserable  Yankee 
bias,  to  satisfy  your:;eives  that  no  people  have  ever  shown  them- 
selves as  honest,  patriotic  and  God  fearing  as  those  from 
whom  you  are  descended  ;  as  far  surpassing  in  disinterested- 
ness, endurance,  courage,  and  deep  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  freedom,  their  country,  their  Sovereign,  and 
their  Maker, the  boasting  and  self- vrorshippiug  Yankee  or  Pu- 
ritan, as  the  latter  have  our  cognate  races  in  their  peculiar 
fjualificationof  warping  truth  to  suit  their  purposes  and  blind 
the  workl  to  their  real  littleness.  At  the  same  time,  the  know- 
ledge thus  acquired  should  stimulate  you  to  prove  worthy  your 
descent,  and  sho^v  to  the  world  that  those  solid  qualities  winch 
characteri:?e  the  Hollander,  the  Huguenot  and  the  Covenanter, 
never  die  out  of  their  descendants,  but  render  them  respectable 
and  reliable,  if  deficient  in  more  brilliant  properties  which  sel- 
dom result  in  the  attainment  of  contentment  and  comfort  here, 
and  happiness  hereafter.  The  most  •heering  truth  that  bright- 
ens the  pathway  of  life,  is  the  blessed  assurance,  that,  in  the 
world  to  come,  justice  will  he  meted  out  by  the  Searcher  of 
hearts,  not  in  accordance  with  prejudic©  and  appearance,  but 
with  an  appreciation  of  merit  and  an  analytical  deveiopment 
of  motives  as  wiii  astonish  our  linite  understandings  and  at 
once  reveal  wh}*  the  Almighty  has  permitted  for  so  many  cen- 
turies the  base  coin  lo  pass  more  currently  than  the  true,  and 
the  false  and  deceitful  to  usurp  the  rights  and  even  the  af- 
lectioDs  which  belong  to  the  honest  but  unspecious.  Before 
His  tribunal,  that  force  of  circum.stances,  or  fortuity,  which,  in 
the  majority  of  instances,  makes  or  mars  a  man's  success  in  this 
life,  will  avail  nothing,  nor  be  enabled  to  exert  its  malign  Lniiu-' 
euce  for  the  acquittal  of  talented  crime,  or  the  condemnation 
ot  le.'^s  attro.ctive  innocence.  There  every  individual  will  re- 
ceive his  deserts  and  every  human  being  know  his  fellow-man 
even  as  he  is  known. 

This  truth  must  be  our  bow  of  promise,  for  since  History  first 
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took  up  her  pen  to  record  passing  events,  there  never  has  been 
a  more  striking  exemplification  of  the  triumph  of  persevering 
self-laudation,  than  the  relative  positions,  before  the  world,  of 
the  planning,  smart  Yankee,  regardless  of  aught  but  sell- 
interest,  and  the  sturdy  Knickerbacker  laboring  with  steady  .dil- 
igence, respecting  the  rights  of  others. 

Read  "The  Pioneers  of  Neyv  York,"  that  brilliant  ••anniver- 
sary" discourse  delivered  beiore  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of 
Manhattan,  6th  December.  1847,  by  Charles  F.  Hoffman,  for  a 
noble  vindication  of  the  claims  ot  our  Dutch  ancestry.  (Note 
1.)  Remember  the  words  of  the  eloquent  Governeur  Morris, 
spoken  on  the  Gth  December,  1812.  (Note  2.)  Study  the  New 
YoUK  Historical  SociETy  Collections,  [Note  3,]  Dr.'  O.  Calli- 
ghan's  History  of  the  New  Netherlands,  the  Docu.mentaey  His- 
tory OF  the  State  of  New  York  by  the  same  erudite  author, 
and  other  kindred  works.and  you  will  find  throughout  ample  tes- 
timony of  the  probity  and  ability  of  the  Dutch  settlers  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Then  turn  to  the  eloquent  pages  of  Davies"  Histoev 
OF  Holland  and  of  the  Dutch  Nation,  [Note  4.]  Schiller's 
Revolt  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the  drier  but  equally  stirrins" 
BiooRAPHY  of  that  Bigot  and  Tyrant,  Philip  II,  of  Spain,  in  fact, 
every  record  of  that  eventful  era.  the  XVIth  century,  and  each 
chapter  will  discover  how.  al  home,  abroad,  in  nil  their  opera- 
tions, then  and  subsequently,  by  sea  and  shore,  in  peace  and 
war,  the  same  sterling  qualities,  [Note  5.]  glorious  inheritance, 
characterized  our  Nefherland  ancestry  in  the  dear  Fatherland, 
redeemed,  with  such  bloodshed,  anguish  and  sacrifices,  from  the 
yoke  of  a  human  despot  and  the  less  cruel  but  more  powerful 
dominion  of  the  insatiable  ocean,  and  preserved  from  the  uncea- 
sing assault  of  the  furious  waves,  at  the  price  of  sleepless  vigi- 
Iftnce  and  undespairing  energy,  as  heroic  and  marrellous  as 
their  naval  and  military  triumphs  over  adjacent  empires  pos- 
sessed of  resources  far  superior  to  their  own. 

•■-  *  * 

But  to  return  to  this,  the  new  world.  The  honor  of  priority 
in  the  settlement  of  our  country  does  not  belong  to  England  oV 
to  the  English  race,  in  1.3G4.  Colignv,  basely  murdered  on  the 
night  of  the  festival  of  St.  Bartholomew, -kth  August,  1572. 
the  able  head  of  the  Uiignetiot  party  in  France — in  whose  array 
our  'forefathers  were  enrolled  and  suffered, — sent  a  protestani 
colony  to  Florida — subsequently  destroyed  by  the  blood-thirsty 
Roman-(  atholic  Spaniards — i3  years  before  the  tirst  permn- 
nent  English  >';tilcment  at  Jamestown,  in  Virginia,  in  1G07.  h\ 
1609,  Hiadkiic  Hudson,  under  the  Dutch  flag,  with  a  Datch 
crew  and  in  ;i  Dutch  bottom,  sailed  to  the  head  waters  of  that 
noble  river — peerless  in  its  union  of  usefulness  and  beauty — 
which  bears  his  name.  Five  years  after,  in  1G14,  the  Dutch 
?^ettled  at  and  built  Fort  Orange,  now  Albany,  another  at  Eso- 
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pus,  now  Kingston,  and  a  third  on  the  south-west  point  of  the 
island  of  Manhattan,  (some  date  the  last  establishment  in 
1G15.]  "'Six  years  later  (1620)  and  in  the  same  year  that  the  Pu- 
ritans touched  the  Rni  of  the  coast  at  Plymouth,  the  advanced 
station  of  the  commercial  settlement  of  this  province,  (New 
Netherlaxd,)  was  on  the  Mohaick  at  Schenedtady"  (the  city  be- 
yond the  pines.)  Thus  we  see  tiiat  New  Amsterdam — called 
after  that  famous  old  city,  the  Dutch  Venice,  whose  citizens  re- 
sisting to  the  death  the  Spanish  Tyrant,  Philip  II,  declared  they 
would  rather  become  Turks  than  Papists,  and  achieved  their 
freedom — now  New  York — so  named  in  honor  of  that  miserable 
Roman-Catholic  bigot,  the  Duke  of  York,' afterwards  James  II  of 
England,  driven  forth  from  his  throne  and  country  by  an  indig- 
nant people,  and  that  good,  wise,  and  glorious  Dutch  prince, 
William  (III  of  England.)  of  Orange.an  ornament  to  the  human 
race  [Note  GJ — was/oun^etZ  six  years  before  the  Pilgrim  fathers 
landed  on  Plymouth  rock  and  robbed,  as  it  were,  a  resting 
place  from  the  Indian  proprietors.  Even  as  late  as  1753,  New 
York  claimed  -to  the  Connecticut,  eastward,  on  whose  bank,  in 
1G23,  the  Dutch  had  constructed  tkeir  fort  of  Good  Hope,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  established  another.  Fort  Nassau, 
on  the  East  side  of  Delaware  Bay,  southward.  But  the 
Yankees,  regardless  of  right,  as  soon  as  they  were 
powerful  enough,  assailed  and  expelled  the  settlers  ad- 
jacent to  the  first  (Note  7,)  and  the  Virginians,  at  once,  being 
able,  asserted  their  dominion  over  the  second. 

And  yet  the  Pilgrim  lathers  would  have  the  world  to  believe 
that  civil  and  religious  liberty  first  landed  on  Ihe  shores  of 
America  in  their  worshipful  company,and  was  sown  broadcast 
under  their  doughty  protection.  [Note  8.]  Even  thus  early,New 
York  was  a  city  of  rpfuge  [Note  9.]  to  the  distressed  and  op- 
pressed, fortyied  at  once  by  the  vigor  and  valor  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  sterling  good  faith  which  cemented  the  alliance 
with  their  Indian  neighbors.  How  few  of  our  countrymen, 
how  few  foreigners,  know  how  little,  in  reality,  we  owe  to  the 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  When  Louis  Hector,  afterwards  Marshal  of 
France  and  Duke  de  Viilars,  started  from  home  to  push  his  for- 
tune at  the  court  oi^ Louis  XIV,  his  mother  bade  him  remember 
her  last  and  most  important  lesson  :  always  to  praise  himself, 
— discreetly,  no  doubt,  she  added — but  still  to  do  so  on  all  oc- 
casions. He  obeyed  lier  taithfuUy,  and  acquired  a  reputation 
which  soon  captivated  Fame,  too  prone  to  caress  those  whom 
Fortune  favors,and  the  goddess  was  thenceforward  as  ready  as 
himself  to  trumpet  his  enconiums  as  loudly  as  though  he  really 
deserved  half  the  laurels  history  has  accorded  to  him.  The 
Pilgrim  Fathers  must  have  read  the  story  and  been  deeply 
impressed  with  the  moral,  for,  long  winded  and  brazen  fronted, 
they  have  blown  their  own  trumpets  with  such  art  and  perse- 
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"Vering  force,  that  they  have  drowned  the  modest  and  truthful 
appeals  of  the  neighbors  they  wronged,  the  benefactors  they 
repaid  with  the  blackest  ingratitude. [NoxElO.lDetermining.like 
the  freebooter  Willie  of  Westburnflat,  in  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
Black  Dwarf,  after  living  by  their  wits  and  despoiling  ihcf 
Egyptians.*  which  term  included  pretty  much  every  one  they 
came  in  contact  with,  red  and  white,  they  managed  to  die  in 
the  odor  of  Puritanical  sanctity  and  sleep  their  last  sleep  un- 
der tombstones  recording  that  they  ''  played  all  the  parts  of 
a  brave  soldier,  a  discreet  neighbor  and  a  sincere  Christian." 
Again,  well  aware  that  the  majorit)--  of  the  world  are  like  the 
country  justice,  who  would  never  listen  to  but  one  side  of  a 
story  because  it  bothered  his  head  to  hear  two,  and  that  false- 
hood tlies  round  the  world  while  truth  is  fastening  on  her  san- 
dals, they  seized  the  "pen  of  a  ready  writer,"  with  a  view  to  be 
beforehand  with  their  enemies,  or.  rather,  victims,  compo.sed 
their  own  history,.!;  and  introduced  it  as  the  text  book  for ' 
schools,  thus  by  a  consummate  stroke  of  casuistry  or  policy 
worthy  of  the  Papal  Propaganda,  blinding  the  eyes  of  the 
world  to  their  vices  and  transmuting  them  into  virtues  in  order 
to  mislead  the  risiner  generation.  Here  the  very  words  which 
Shelley  puts  into  the  mouth  of  the  hypocrite  Cenci.  suggest 
themselves  to  rne  for  ironical  application  : 

"  'Tis  an  awful  thing; 
.  To  touch  such  mischief  as  I  now  conceivo  ; 

So  men  sit  sh:veriD;T  oa  the  dewy  bank, 

And  try  the  nhiU  stream  witli  their  feet  ;  once  in, 

How  the  de'ifjhted  spirit  pants  for  joy  I" 

Astonished,  no  doui)t.  themselves  at  the  success  of  their  first 
attempt,  they  followed  it  up  bravely  by  sending  forth  annual 
swarms  of  schoolteachers  and  adventurers,  on  the  principle 
carried  out  in  the  great  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  b3i.the  Roman 
Catholics,  and,  thereby,  assuming  the  instruction  of  the  vouth. 
transmitted  from  generation  to  generation,  the  great  falsehoods 
they  had  already  recorded  in  their  annals.     [Note  11  ] 

The  toleration  and  hospitality  of  the  government  of  the  United 
Provinces,  or  Netherlands.was  without  a  parallel  until  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  North  America  became  a  nation.  Thercparticular- 
ly  at  Amsterdam,from  every  quarter,  political  and  religious  ref-' 
ugees  found  shelter  and  protection.  The  Huguenots  from  the 
parched  plains  of  Southern  France  or  the  fertile  fields  of  Nor- 
mandy and  the  Atlantic  Provinces,  the  Waldenses  from  their 

*Tb«  earth  ie'the  Lord's  and  the  fulness  thereof.  Psal.sxiT.  1.  That  which  be- 
longB  to  the  Lord  is  the  portion  of  his  saiuta.  We  are  his  aaintt.  Puritan  Dcctrinc 
The  Pilgf'm  Fathers  were  Puritans. 

t  Oh,  raid  rae  not  hiitory,  for  that  I  know  to  bo  false.— [Oxford. 


^Ipine  valleys,  the  Puritans  from  the  moist  but  lovely  scenes 
of  southern  England,  the  Cavaliers  from  their  ruined  homes 
and  rich  domains,  all,  all  united  in  praise  to  God  under  the 
broad  a?gis  of  the  house  of  Orange.  And  all  with  gratitude 
acknowledged,  and  repaid  with  their  industry  and  blood,  the 
generous  welcome,  except  that  meddling  race,  the  Puritans, 
who,  with  their  insufferable  insolence,  assigned  as  a  reason  for 
•tempting  the  dangers  of  a  wintry  sea  and  savage  shore  and 
abandoning  that  "hospitable  land  of  stubborn  tolerance"'  and 
the  homesteads  of  their  "  free-hearted  hosts,"  that  "inasmuch 
as  in  ten  years'  time,  whilst  we  sojourned  among  them,  me 
(mark  the  egotism,)  could  not  bring  them  to  reform  anything 
amiss  (hi  their  Puritan  opinion,)  among  themJ"  * 

Out  upon  such  morality  as  that  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers. 
Saints  of  the  Loretto  of  Plymouth  rock,  concede  to  them  all  the 
commendable  qualities  to  which  they  can  lay  claim,  and  still 
they  will  be  found  imbued  with  enough  of  the  meaner  qualities 
to  make  the  gold  of  their  intellect  and  the  silver  of  their  enter- 
prise but  a  base  alloy.  Canting,  bigoted,  intolerant,  supercil- 
ious, merciless,  they  warped  the  Sacred  Word  to  suit  their 
views,  and  by  clipping  and  piecing  produced  a  text  to  justify 
every  act  of  dishonesty  and  meanness.j  I  honor  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  family,  but  I  honor  it  chiefly  because  the  Netherlanders 
fn.  Hollander  or  Nederlander  ;  adj.  f.  HoUandsche  or  Neder- 
landsche']  miscalled  Dutch,  which  correctly  speaking  signifies 
German,  are  the  head  andfrontX  of  that  energetic  race  which  will 
eventually  sovereignize  the  world,  worthy  descendants  of  those 
indomitable  tribes,  the  Batavi  (present  Hollanders  or  Amster- 
dammers,)  Frisii  (Frieslanders,  &c.,)  and  Belgoe  (the  very  root 
of  whose  name,  Bclg,  means  •'  warlike,")  whom  Caesar  and 
Tacitus  extol  for  their  valor  and  fidelity,  and  who  paid  their 
tribute  not  in  mcney  but  in  arms  and  men — such  men  (but 
most  esjpecially  the  Batavi  or  Hollanders)  as  struck  terror  into 
the  enemies  of  Rome — acknowledged  by  the  conquerors  of  the 
world  to  have  furnished  their  best  cavalry.  whose!wiid  courage 
appalled  the   brave    Dacians  beholding   them,  in  full  armor, 

*  See  the  Pioneers  of  New  York. 

t  "  The  Old  and  New  Testaments,"  says  President  Coit,  in  his  Introduction  to 
Townsend's  Harmonized  Gospels,  **  have  been  for  the  most  part  considered  as 
large  rexervoirt  of  texts,  or  as  well  stored  magazines  of  miscellaneous  theologi- 
cal aphorisms,  from  which  every  speculative  theorist,  and  every  inventor  of  an 
hypothesis,  may  discover  some  plausible  arguments  to  defend  his  peculiar  opinion. 
No  matter  how  absurd  his  reasoning  ;  no  matter  how  inconsistent  his  notions 
may  be  with  the  analogy  of  faith,  with  the  testimony  of  antiquity,  or  with  the 
context  from  which  a  passage  is  forcibly^torn  aioay.      His  own  INTERPRKT*T^o^f 

«M*LL  BE  TO  IIIU  AS  THE  SpiRIT  OF  GoD." 

{  Exftmioe  Knox'i  able  work  on  the   Races  of  Men-  ..         :   ^•.. .    ..  . 


-  swim  the  impetuous  Danube,  an  exploit  before  which  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Rhine  by  the  French  mounted  corps,  in  sight  of 
of  Louis  XIV,  the  theme  of  the  poet  and  orator,  sinks  into  com- 
parative unimportance,  whose  incorruptible  fidelity  justified 
their  enlistment  as  the  body-guard  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  and 
who,  as  friends  and  allies,  not  slaves  or  subjects,  accompanied 
Agrieolaand  aided  in  the  conquest  of  Britain.* 

But  it  may  be  urged  that  the  dePeysters  are  Normans,  [Notk 
12.]andnot  originally  Hollanders,  and  therefore  haye  no  part 
nor  lot  in  the  national  glory  of  the  latter.  Concede  the  point. 
"What  was  England  until  the  Norman  invasion  rolled  irresistibly 
over  the  Saxon  throne  and  infused  into  the  gallant  followers  of 
Harold  that  fiery  intellect  until  then  wanting  to  their  phlegmatic 
valor.  But  there  is  a  tradition  in  our  family,  that  even  before 
our  ancestors  settled  in  France,  that  under  the  shadow  of  a  tow- 
ering linden  the  ue  Pevster,  {pronounced  as  if  loritten  de  Pav;^- 
TER,  with  a  dicrcpsis  over  the  2d  e.)  lived  the  patriarchal  life  of  a 
Flemish  Landheer  or  Ambachtsheev,  happy  in  the  possession  of 
a  countship  and  15  flourishing  villages  of  (French)   Brabaur, 

•  [Note  13,]  a  district  of  country — now  belonging  partly  to  Hol- 
land and  partly  to  Belgium  :  the  country  of  the  ancient  Belga' — 
only  laid  down  on  old  m.aps.havingbeen  lest  in  the  new  nomen- 
clature and  territorial  subdivisions  of  the  Republic  of  the  Sev- 
en United  Provinces  and  Austrian  Netherlands  when  amalga- 
mated  into  one  kingdom  in  1815.  Major  Davezac,  Aid  de  Camp 
to  General  Jackson  at  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  afterwards 
XJ.  S.  Charge  d'  Affaires  at  the  Hague,  told  my  father  that  he 
^waswell  acquainted  with  a  Col.  dePeyster,  who  commanded  a 
'regiment  in  ihe  wars  of  Napoleon  (by  one  writer  said  to  have 
been  a  regiment  of  the  Young  Guard  at  the  Battle  of  "V^ater- 
loo,)  Aid  de  Camp  to  William  II,  father  of  the  present  King. 
[1853,]  and  that  he  had  a  sister  married  to  the  [then]  French 
Ambassador  at  Rome.  There  is  a  dePevster  family  in  France 
also,  who  bear  the  title  of  Compte  de  Celli,  and  Captain  Aee>t 
dePeyster,  who  discovered  the  dePevster  Islands,!  in  the  Pa- 
cifict,  tells  me  he  knows  of  a  Count  (Graaf)  de  Peyster  in  Hol- 
land. 

*        _  *         -  *  #  * 

'     »  Study  Schiller's  Earlier  flistory  of  the  Netlierlands.  ' 

B^t  DePeyster  Gaotr.— These  Islauds  are  iuhabited  and  situate  in  8  deg.  South  and 
177  deg.  East  from  Greenwich,  accordia;;  to  CoUon's  Neic  JUustrated  ^Map  of  the 
World  on  Mercator's  Projection,  publislied  by  J.  H.  Collon,  i\o.  49  Cedar  St.,' 'Sew 
Yori,  1853.  They  are  laid  down  on  tiie  English  Map  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  pub- 
lished by  the  Society  lor  the  Diffusion  of  Usefal  Knowledfe,  asthe  Petstf.r  Islands. 

+  Captain  Arcnt  Schltler,  de  PKvaTER'was  fourth  child  and  eldest  son  («e  Itn/'t 
B-12,  page  8,  text)  of  Pikrre  Gi'Illai'me,  2d.  ("iee /me  9,  from  bottom,  page  7, 
a  line  19  from  top  page  8  text,)  who  espoused  the  Royal  Cause  and  left  this  conn- 
Uy  some  time  preTions  to  tho  departure  of  his  family,  who  were  eent  over  to  Ed^- 
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NOTES  REFERKED  TO  IN  INTRODUCTION. 


(1).  "Ths  predominance  ol'  the  English  rac»  ,in  the  ultimate  settlement  of  thesa 
United  States,  has  made  us  but  too  ready  to  forget  the  claims  of  othernations  (which 
are  likewise  represented  in  its  present  population)  to  the  honor  of  exploring  and  plant- 
injr  it. 

Without  diminishing  the  glory  of  Cabot  in  maritime  exploration,  to  the  navigators 
of  Hollandis  due  the  credit  of  fir.it  cnrefnlhf  surveying  our  whole  Atlanlie  coast, 
and  minutehj  ma'pping  that  part  of  it  from  Cape  Cod  to  Heidopen.  To  the  French, 
that  of  making  known  our  vast  inland  waters,  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Ijawrenco  to  the 
tideless  wave  of  Lake  Superior,  the  savage  torrent  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  far 
winding  cunent  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  nautical  enterprise  and  the  abundant  maritime  resources  of  the  Dutch,  whose 
navy  (according  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh)  numbered  ten  ships  to  one  for  that  of  Eng- 
land,* gave  them  preemirieni  advantages  ov«;r  all  other  nations  in  examining  the  in- 
dented coast  of  the  whole  Atlantic  seaboard  of  America,  and  selecting  the  most 
e!egible  points  for  such  colonies  as  they  chcse  to  plant ;  while  the  topographical 
science  of  the  French,  (who?e  skill  in  engineering  was  subsequently  made  famous 
over  Europe  by  the  pupils  of  Vauban,)  fitted  liiem  for  the  reconnoieanco  which  they 
consuminated  with  so  much  skill  upon  this  Northern  Continent. 

Oswego,  Niagara,  Pittsburg,  Detroit,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  and  New  Orleans  have 
»U  fulfilled  the  destiny  that  was  predicted  for  them  when  designated  by  the  sagaoious 
Frenchmen  as  the  keys  of  the  respective  regions  in  which  th«y  are  situated." 

(2).  "The  fiist  settlement  of  i)m  State  coincided  with  its  natural  advantage?. 
While  Englishmen  came  to  America,  either  flying  from  e'cclesiastical  intolerance  or 
pursuing  the  treasure  its  savages  were  supposed  to  possess,  Dutchmen,  inspired  by 
the  spirit  of  trade,  instead  of  sitting  down  oa  the  skirts  of  the  New  World,  boldly  pen- 
etrated to  the  head  navigation  of  the  Hndson.  They  built  there  a  fort  in  the  year 
1614,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  that  august  family,  whose  talents  and  labours,  alike 
in  the  cabinet  and  the  field,  secured  the  liberty  of  England  as  well  as  Holland,  and 
established  the  independence  of  Europe.  *  *  *  "Children  of  commerce,  wo  were 
rocked  in  the  cradle  of  war,  and  sacked  the  principles  of  liberty  with  our  mother's 
milk." 

(3).  "It  is  a  sufficient  houor  (for  the  Dutcii;  to  be  able  to  appeal  to  the  simple  and 
fcere  records  of  truth.  The  Dutch  discoverers  and  settlers  of  New  Netherlands, 
irere  grave,  temperate,  fir  m,  persevering  men,  who  brought  with  them  the  industry, 
the  economy,  the  simplicity,  ike  integrity,  and  the  bravery  of  their  Bclgic  sires;  and 
irith  those  virtues  they  also  imported  the.  lights  of  the  Roman  civil  law,  and  the  purity 
•/  the  Protestant  fnilli.  To  ihat  period  We  are  to  look  with  chastened  awe  and 
Tpspect,  for  the  beginnings  of  our  city,  and  the  works  of  our  primitive  fathers — our 
Albani  patrcs,  attiue  alfcF^  ma.nia  Roma. 

It  does  great  credit  to  the  just  and  moderate  views  of  the  Dutch  during  ihir  gov- 
ernment in  this  colony,  that  though  they  selected  and  settled  on  some  of  the  best 
bottom-lands  on  the  shores  of  the  Hudson  and  its  tributary  waters,  they  lived  upon 
friendly  terms  with  the  powerful  confederacy  of  the  Five  Nations  of  Indians,  whoso 

*  At  a  later  day  one  Dutch  commercial  estabUshjuent  alone,  without  the  aid  of  the  Provincial 
"f  Ferieral  government  of  the  t.'nitcd  Provinces,  '•  could  equip  ajleet.  of  50  3ai!  of  the  line  without 
iwUmg  a  single  vessel,"  f  Basna!;e  in  the  Universal  History).  Dutch  word*  still  supply  half  tW 
wchiucal  terras  used  oa  shipboard. 

la 


•riginal  dominion  extended  OT-^r  ail  the  lands  occupied  by  th»  Dutch.  They  w«t«, 
»t  tim«f,  inrolTcd  in  hostilities  witli  re6tl«i>3  clans  of  neighboring  Indians,  bat  th» 
original  and  paramount  lords  of  t]l«^  soil  and  generally  the  Long  Island  Indians,  gaT» 
them  no  disturbance.  The  reason  was,  that  the  Indian  right  to  the  soil  was  rerop- 
nized  by  the  Dutch,  and  always  regarded  by  ibeni,  as  well  as  by  the  English,  thoir 
•uccaMors,  with  the  best  faith,  and  they  claimed  no  lands  but  such  as  iccre  procurrd 
hy  purrhatt.  *  *  ■"  The  civil  officers,  as  well  as  the  ministers  of  the  Dutch  churchea, 
were  well-educated  men,  who  imbibed  their  religion  and  learning  in  Holland,  and  in 
their  long  and  sharp  controversies  witii  the  New  England  Colonies,  the  govemera  of 
this  colony,  N  Y.,  showed  themselves  to  be  no  ways  inferior  in  their  discussions  toiha 
meet  sagacious  of  the  Puritans,  either  in  talent,  doctrine  or  manners.  Strength  and 
arrtgancs  oi  deportmeut  were  evidently  on  the  side  of  the  English. 

Governor  Kiea,  in  his  letter  to  the  Coinnnssiouera  of  the  United  Colonies  of  New 
England,  in  1646,  observed,  that  their  coviplaints  ef  ill-usage  were  the  complaints  of 
the  xcolf  against  the  lamb.  Governor  Stuyvesant  also  observed,  in  his  letter  to  the 
Dutch  'West  India  Company,  in  ItiSO,  that  the  Now  Englanders  were  in  the  ratio  of^ 
10  to  1,  and  able  to  deprive  the  Dutch  of  their  country. 

The  Dutch  Governers  charged  the  English,  m  direct  terms,  with  an  insatiable  de- 
•ire  of  possessing  their  lands:  and  whatever  mi-iht  have  been  the  real  merits  of  the 
Dutch  title  to  lands  on  the  Coanecticut  river,  founded  on  ass^imed  prior  discovery  and 
prior  Indian  purchase,  it  appears,  at  least  from  the  diplomatic  papers  of  the  time, 
that  their  manner  of  vindicating  liieir  ciaici,  and  repelling  accusations,  and  remon- 
•tratin-T  against  aggression,  was  forcible,  sagacious,  and  temperate.  {Chancellor 
Kent's  Discourse.)     (H.  C.) 

(4)  From  the   iNrRotLCTORT  chapter  to  Vol.  I,  DAVIES'  History  of  Holland 

and  the  Dutch  Nation. — There  .s  scarcely  any  nation  whose  history  has  been  so  lit- 
tle understood,  or  so  generally  u'-jlected,  as  that  of  Holland,  and  none,  perhaps, 
which  better  deserves  the  con<;;der;ttion  of  every  thinking  mind.  To  Englishmen, 
(how  muchmore  Neic  Yorkers)  indeed, from  tlie  similarity  of  their  commercial  pursuits, 
of  many  of  their  institutions,  of  their  municipal  governments,  and  even  of  their 
habits  and  language,  it  may  afiurd  more  practical  instruction  than  almost  any  other. 
T^or  is  it  utility  alone  that  we  mi^iit  seek  in  its  study:  some  of  the  higher  and 
better  feelings  of  our  nature  siiould  arouse  our  sympathy  with  the  destinies  ef  Hol- 
land. Links  the  brightest  and  strougest,  ties  th«  mosf  holy,  woven  by  patriotism 
and  hallowed  by  time,  biild  logeiiier  iiiese  two  great  and  enlightened  nations  ; 
(rom  England,  the  lisht  of  the  Chtistian  religion  first  shone  on  Holland  :  from  Hol- 
land, England  'jnljibed  her  nmt  idiai  ef  crctl  libertij  and-  commerce;  with  the 
Netherlands  she  made  her  tir^t  commercial  treaty  :  side  by  side  they  have  fought 
for  all  the  dearest  rights  of  mank.nd  :  s.da  by  side  they  have  struggled  against  the 
tyranny  of  Spain,  against  the  oigotry  of  the  Stuarts,  against  the  ambition  of  the 
most  powerful  monarch  of  France,  i  Louis  XI\'.)  When  the  cloud.i  of  despotism 
and  superstition  hung  dark  and  lowering  ocer  Ev gland,  it  teas  in  Williams^  Hoi.- 
LA.VD  that  she  hailed  her  deliverer  :  when  Holland  writhed  under  the  lash  of  Alva 
and  the  Inquisition,  she  looiied  to  England  &-  her  trust  and  consolation.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  rational  rivalry  and  c&inmercal  jeaioDsy  have  arrayed  ihem  in  hostility 
Btrainst  each  other,  and  Europe  has  behehi  with  wonder  the  Leviathans  of  the 
Ocean  contending  for  the  mastery  of  iheir  native  deep.  But  lh«  was  of  rare  oc- 
currence. Whatever  may  have  been  tiie  private  inttirests  of  their  princes,  or  the 
factions  of  their  courts,  the  great  hody  of  ihu  people  generally  continued  firm  in 
their  mutaal  attachment  :  and  if  England  has  had  cause  to  blush  for  her  treatment 
of  her  sistar  nation,  it  has  been  cn.'y  under  the  government  of  the  most  profligate  or 
negligent  of  her  rulers.     There  is,  on»  might  suppose,  scarckly  a.ny  cl.vbs  oi--  men, 

FROM  WHO.M  THE  HliTORT  OF     HoLt-A.ND     >IAV     NOi    CUVIM  SOME  SHARE    OF    ATTENTION. — 

The  merchant  should  be  curious  to  trace  the  rise  of  that  peopis,  whose  activity  and 
enterprise  have  carried  their  trad. ng  vessels  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  who  have 
planted  industrious  and  successful  culomes  in  every  variety  of  climate  and  soil,  whofl« 
skill  in  commerce  and  liuance  iias  rendered  tii-^m  the  guide  and  instructor  of  the 
commercial  world,  and  whose  public  mtecTi'y  has  through  all  ages  stood  eo  firm 
that  the  moat  unexampled  pressure  of  tlistr''>.^  had  never  driven  them  to  commit  an 
act  of  national  bankruptcy.  To  the  statesman  and  philosopher  the  Dutch  must  bo 
iaterestinj  as  a  people,  who,  without  equal  laws  and  wise  injtitntions,  coald  scarcely 
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have  Bupportod  a  physical,  much  less  a  political  existence.  Since  the  soil,  which  with 
infinite  cost  antl  pains  tiiey  havo  snatched  from  the  ocaau,  is  too  poor  and  ungrateful 
to  bo  worth  the  labor  of  cultivation,*  thoy  musi,  had  it  not  becii  I'o:  those  habits  ol' 
active  and  patient  industry,  ichich  ..'  free  sriraT  alone  ciigctidcrs,  cii'.ier  have  desert- 
ed it  ontireli',  or  dwiaJled  to  a  raiserablo  race  of  risliers  ;  whereas,  Iloliand  has  sup- 
ported in  happiness  and  abundance  a  greater  number  of  inhabitant,  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  and  capabilities  oi  her  territory,  than  auy.oiher  country  in  the  world. t — 
They  must  be  interesting  as  a  people,  who,  during  ages  wlieu  other  nations  present- 
ed littlo  else  but  scenes  of  v.oleuce,  bloouslied  and  oppression,  enjoyed  lor  the  most 
part,  entire  persona!  security,  and  as  much  civil  liberty  as  twas  perhaps^  consistent 
with  the  public  safety.  Th.;  Divine  vv-i!l  romoinbor,  tuat  the  twilight  of  his  i-jiotes- 
TANT  FAiTi!  dawuod  upou  tiie  mind  of  an  Erasmus  (of  Rotteruam,;  and  that  its  me- 
ridian splendor  shone  upon  the  spirit  of  a  Grotius  (DECinooTjOF  Delft);  that  IloUaud 
has  never  spared  the  arms  of  vJr  soldiers,  nor  the  blocd  of  her  martyrs  in  its  defence  ; 
and  that  the  zeal  svith  which  she  has  cherished  it,  though  sometimes  iiindled  into  fa- 
naticism, has  ever  been  r;;F.E,  constant  and  self-ue.nying.  To  such,  the  history  of 
Holland  cannot  but  be  a  subject  of  interest,  nor  should  the  idler  lover  of  literature 
and  the  arts,  smile  with  contempt  upon  a  people,  simple  and  uncourtly  though  they  be, 
who  have  nnrsed  among  them  a'l  poet)  Vondel  and  a  .painter)  REiitr.A.NDT,  (from  near 
Letden.)  But  if  there  be  left  araon^  us  one  patriot,  in  the  old  and  truo  sense  of  the 
^ord, — one  who  ioveshis  country,  not  for  the  wsaitiiand  honors  she  can  bestow,  but 
because  she  herself  is  great  and  free — ,vho  can  synipathise  with  his  fellow-men  stri- 
ving to  obtain  for  their  fatherland  those  blessings  wiiich  his  own  eujoyB,— surely 
the^blood  of  such  an  one  must  beat  warm  within  him,  as  he  contemplates  the  strug- 
gle  made  by  this  bra\-e  and  noble  peocle  in  defence  of  their  relitrion  and  liberties, 
against  the  bigoted  tyranny  of  Spain  ;  a  struggle,  unparalleled,  unrivalled  perhaps, 
in  the  aanals  of  anc:ent  or  modern  history, — protracted  tbrougii  forty  years  of  suf- 
ferings under  which  the  stoicism  of  Greece  would  have  sunk,  of  deeds  at  which  the 
heroism  of  Roma  wouid  have  trembled, — maintained  by  a  people  whose  spot  oi 
earth  is  so  small  as  scarcely  to  deserve  a  place  on  the  map  of  Europe,  against  a 
nation  of  boundless  extent,  of  gigantic  power,  whose  heart  was  strong  with  the 
blood  of  her  chivalrous  nobility,  and  into\vhose  bosom  the  riches  of  the  new  world 
were  pouring.  And  a  throb  of  joy  v;ill  respond  in  the  breast  of  such  a  patriot,  when 
he  beholds  the  issue  of  the  contest  defy  all  human  calcuiation,  mocii  :Ui  humau  fore- 
sight. For  once,  the  righteous  and  feeble  cause  triumphed  ;  the  haughty  :oe  of  Hol- 
land shrank  cowering  beforeher,  a/jrf  her  strength  withered  Jrum  that  hour;  but  SHE 
laynot  panting  and  eochausted.a  prey  to  tiie  first  spoiler.  Freed  forever  from  the  yoke 
ot  her  oppressor,  she  lifted  ner  proud  head  from  the  waves,  and  streteiiea  her  migiity 
arras  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  balance  of  Europe  quivered  at  iier  nod,  wiiiie 
Asia.  Africa  and  America  iaid  tiieir  treasures  at  her  ftet.  From  nor  "place  of 
pride"  among  nations  Holland  has  now  fallen  :  aud  in  the  history  of  her  lali  may  we 
road  an  useful,  though  melancholy  lesson  to  every  free  and  commercial  people,  to 
be  on  the  watch,  lest  they  mistake  the  heat  of  party  spirit  for  the  zeal  of  patriotism, 
and  lest  they  seeiqfor  national  wealth  as  the  end,  and  not  as  the  means,  of  national 
greatness. 

(5)  "The  constant  recurrence  of  this  wide  spread  and  fatal  mischief  (mutiny 
and  sedition)  in  the  armies  of  the  richest  sovereign  in  Europe,  (Philip  II  of  Spain,) 
cannot  fail  to  excha  our  astonisriment,  especially  when  we  note  the  riirt>rence  in  this 
respect  between  them  and  the  troops  of  Holland,  among  whom  since  the  earlier  pe- 
riod of  the  war, — when  the  example  and  lax  discipline  of  Wiliiam  van  der  Mark  en- 
couraged the  petulence  of  his  soldiers, — only  one  ahght  movement  of  sedition  had 
appeared,  and  that  was  instantly  apueased  by  promises  of  payment.  It  cannot  bf» 
.  supposed  for  a  moment,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  small  and  impoverisheUcookof  land, 
such  as  Holland  and  Zealand,  v/ere  possessed  of  more  resources  to  pay  and  provide 
for  their  troops  than  a  monarcii  who  had  ttie  wealth  of  both  worlds  at  his  command; 

*De  Witt  "PoUtikr  rrontic^.  r.rjl  Maumeii  van  de  Ktvuhlikn  ■>^r.n  HoUarj:''  Ved.  1,  Chap,  i 
and^.  "They  eiiipioy  i;:ore  men  to  repair  the  ily.%es,  than  aii  the  com  in  the  province  would 
maintain."    ."^ir  W    Terupits  uijier  vauon  on  liie  Uuited  Fruvincts,  Ciiap.  HI.  y-  ij- 

t  China  can  hardly  be  admitted  as  an  exceptioa  from  our  limited  knowledge  of  the  real  number 

and  condition  of  her  population. 
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on  the  contrary,  their  trade  and  manufactories  had  decayed  in  consequence  of  the 
war;  many  of  the  richest  families  had  fled  during  the  persecutions  of  Alva,  taking 
with  them  a  large  portion  of  their  property  ;  and  the  best  of  their  lands  wero  laid  un- 
^r  water  by  the  cutting  of  the  flykes,  but  they  found  in  this  time  of  trial  and  disas- 
tsT8,  an  inexhaustible  mine  of  treasure  in  their  unsullied  national  probity,  theih 
ONIMPKACHABLE  PUBLIC  CREDIT.  Duncg  the  long  sieges,  when  specie  failed, the  States 
or  manicipal  governments  were  in  the  habit  of  issuing  promitjary  notes,  or  coining 
mosey  ot  tin,  and  this  money  was  received  in  payment  by  the  foreign  troops  as  well 
as  the  natives,  without  the  slightest  hesitation  •,  nor  was  such  tratTic  as  remained, 
ever  embarrassed  for  an  instant  by  want  of  confidence  in  a  circulating  medium  so 
wholly  destitute  of  intrinsic  value.  The  holders  of  it  implicitly  relied  on  the  convic- 
tion that  no  plea  of  distress,  nor  complaint  of  usury  or  extortion,  would  stand  in  the 
way  of  their  receiving  the  full  amount  it  promised,  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit- 
ted; nor  did  they  doubt,  that  nothing  but  the  utter  destruction  of.  the  government 
would  prevent  its  fulfilling  to  the  letter  every  engagement  it  had  enterea  into.  It 
was  this  perfect  integrity,  this  unbounded  confidence  between  man  and  man,  which 
enabled  Holland  to  protract  the  war  until  the  resources  of  her  adversary  wero  com- 
pletely exhausted.  A  striking  contrast  in  tiiie  respect  was  presented  by  the  conduct 
of  the  King  of  Spain,  who,  having  incurred  a  debt  of  14,500,000  ducats  to  mercliants 
of  Spain  and  Genoa,  obtained  from  the  ftope  a  dispensation,  permitting  him  to  re- 
voke all  his  promises  and  engagements,  lest  he  should  he  ruined  by  usury  while 
combating  the  heretics."     (Davies.) 

(6)  WILLIAM  III,  born  PrirTce  of  Orange,  in  1650,  appointed  Gaptain-General 
a.nd  nnraed  Stadtholder  of  Holland,  in  1672,  made  King  of  England,  in  1689, 
and  died  in  1702 — the  Hero  of  Seneff  and  of  the  Boyne — {from  Book  the  Sixth, 
Volume   II,    of   J.  H.  Wynnes'  General   History  of  Ireland,  London,  1773). 

"He  had  a  thin  and  weak  body,  his  hair  brown  and  his  constitution  delicate:  lie 
had  a  Roman  ea^jle  nose,  britjht  and  sparivling  eyes,  a  large  front  and  a  countenance 
composed  to  gravity  and  authority  ;  all  his  senses  were  critical  and  e.xquisite  ;  he 
was  asthmatical,  and  the  dregs  of  the  small  pox  falling  on  his  lungs,  he  had  a  con- 
stant deep  cough  ;  his  behavior  was  solemn  and  serious,  seldom  cheerful,  and  but 
with  a  few  ;  he  spoke  little  and  very  slowly,  and  most  commonly  with  a  disgusting 
dryness,  which  wcs  his  character  at  all  times  except  in  a  day  of  battle,  for  then  he 
wag  all  jire  though  without  passion,  and  was  every  where  and  looked  to  every  thing  ; 
he  had  no  great  advantage  from  his  education;  DeWitt's  discourses  were  of  great 
Dse  to  him,  and  he  being  apprehensive  of  the  observations  of  those  who  Vv'ere  looking 
narrowly  into  every  thing  he  said  or  did, had  brought  himself  under  an  habitual  caution 
that  Ijecould  never  shake  off,  tho'  in  another  scene  it  proved  as  hurtful  as  it  was  then 
necessary  to  his  afidirs  ;  he  spoke  Dutch,  French,  English  and  German  equally  loell, 
and  he  understood  the  Latin,  Spanish  and  Italian  so  that  he  was  well  fitted  to  com- 
mand armies  composed  of  several  nations  ;  he  had  a  memory  that  amazed  all  about 
him,  for  it  never  failed  him;  he  was  an  exact  observer  of  men  and  tilings  ;  hia 
strength  lay  rather  in  a  true  discerning  and  sound  judgment  than  in  imagination  aud 
invention  ;  his  designs  were  always  great  and  good,  but  it  was  thought  he  trusted  too 
much  to  tbat,  and  did  not  descend  enough  to  the  humors  of  his  people  to  make  him- 
self more  acceptable  ;  he  loved  the  Dutch  and  was  much  beloved  by  them  :  but  the 
ill  returns  he  met  with  from  the  English  nation,  their  jealousies  of  him,  and  their  per- 
▼erseness  towards  him,  had  too  much  soured  his  mind  and  had  much  alienated  him 
from  them,  which  he  did  not  take  care  enough  to  conceal  though  he  saw  the  ill  ef- 
fects this  had  upon  his  business. 

The  opposing  the  restless  ambition  of  France  was  his  prevailing  passion  through 
life,  and  indeed  he  appeared  to  be  a  man  raised  up  by  God  to  resist  the  tyranny  of 
that  power.  JHe  knew  all  foreign  affairs  well,  and  understood  the  state  of  every 
court  ia  Europe  very  particularly;  be  instructed  his  ministers  himself,  but  did  not 
apply  enough  to  ali'airs  at  home;  he  tried  how  he  would  govern  us  (the  English)  by 
balaocing  the  two  parties  one  against  the  other,  but  he  came  at  last  to  be  persuaded 
that  tiie  lories  were  irreconcilable  to  him,  and  ho  was  resolved  to  try  and  trutst  them 
no  more;  he  hrlicved  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  vcrij  tirnUy,  and  he  ex- 
pretsed  an  horror  at  atheism  and  blasphemy ;  and  though  there  was  much  ot  both 
at  his  court  yet  it  was  always  denied  to  him,  and  kept  out  of  sight ;  he  was  most  ex' 
emplary  decent  and  devout  in  the  public  exercises  oj  the  worship  of  .God,  only  on 
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week  days  he  came  too  seldom  to  them  ;  he  was  an  attentive  hearer  of  eerraona  and 
constant  in  private  prayers  <ind  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and  when  he  spoke  of  re- 
ligious matters,  wliich  he  did  not  often,  It  was  with  a  becominc;  gravity;  he  was 
much  possessed  with  the  belief  of  absolute  decree,  because  he  did  not  see  how  lh« 
belief  of  Providence  could  be  maintaiued  upou  any  other  supposition.  His  indiffer- 
ence as  to  the  forms  of  church  froverunient  and  his  zeal  for  toleratiou,  disgusted  the 
clergy.  It  was  the  hard  fate  of  Kiu^  William,  that  to  save  liberty,  religion,  Holland, 
England  and  all  Europe,  except  France, he  was  obliged  to  injure  the  lelations  of  na- 
ture ;  could  his  heart  have  been  looked  into,  perhaps  it  might  have  been  found,  that 
he  felt  the  cruelty  of  this  necessity  much  more  than  these  who  complain  of  him  for 
not  resisting  it.  King  William  received  much  bad  usage  from  the  nation  he  had 
saued  ;  he  Lore  it  all  steady  to  the  great  general  good,  unfeeling  only  to  the  injuries 
done  himself. 

There  was  a  simplicity,  an  elevation,  a  utilitf  in  all  the  actions  of  his  life ;  the 
Jaet  treaty  which  he  signed  was  the  grand  alliance  ;  the  last  act  of  parliament  he 
passed  was  one  which  completed  the  Hanover  succession,  and  it  is  hoped,  fixed  for 
ever  the  happy  constitution  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland." 

(From  Davies'  History  of  Holland  and  oj  the  Dutch  Nation). 

WILLIAM  "died  in  the  same  firm  and  even  temper  of  mind  he  had  preserved 
through  the  whole  of  his  troubled  and  eventful  life ;  pressing  tenderly  to  his  bosom 
the  hand  of  his  early  and  beloved  friend,  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

William  had  to  sustain  a  life  of  anxiety  and  fatigue,  under  the  disadvantage  of  a 
feeble  constitution  of  body  ;  betrayed  by  his  slight  and  attenuated  frame,  though  in 
no  degree  in  his  countenauce,  which  was  clear,  animated,  and  sparkling.     *     »     « 

In  a  military  point  of  view,  he  presents  the  singular  phenomenon  of  a  commander 
indebted  for  a  high  reputation  solely  to  reverses  and  defeats,  his  peculiar  constitutioa 
of  niind  being  indeed  such  as  to  insure  for  him  **  the  reputation. 

In  the  field  of  battle,  on  the  other  hand,  the  discovery  of  errors  previously  com- 
mitted caused  in  him  neither  vacillation  nor  apprehension.  Roused  to  animation,  fall 
of  unwonted  fire  and  energy,  he  was  present  everywhere,  and  exposed  himself  with 
indifference  to  the  most  imiueut  dangers.  In  the  hour  of  defeat,  his  real  greatness 
displayed  itself;  it  was  then  that  his  dauntless  spirit  and  unshaken  firmness  of  soul 
enabled  him  to  take  advantage  of  all  the  resources  that  were  yet  available ;  to  give 
his  orders  with  the  same  composure  and  precision  as  if  advancing  to  certain  victery  ; 
and  to  convert  the  most  disastrous  rout  into  a  safe  and  orderly  retreat.     *     *     «     « 

Too  maguanimous  to  commit  acts  of  injustice  or  oppression,  he  would  have  ob- 
tained absolute  power  only  witli  a  view  to  its  upright  and  beneficial  use.  His  lefty 
and  iioblc  ambition,  exempt  from  the  slightest  alloy  of  vanity,  rapacity,  or  cupidity, 
icas  directed  to  none  but  the  most  praiseworthy  ends  ;  to  the  glory  and  happiness  of 
the  countries  he  governed,  to  the  preservation  of  the  liberties  and  balance  of  Europe , 
and  to  the  abasement  of  the  overgrown  power  of  France.  In  steadiness  of  purpose 
he  was  unshaken;  in  scrupulous  honor  and  integrity  he  was  unsurpassed  by  any 
prince  of  the  world;  and  forms  in  this  respect,  a  striking  contrast,  as  well  to  the 
habitual  insincerity  of  his  predecessor  Charles  Il.as  to  the  duplicity  and  faithlessness 
of  his  contemporary  of  France  ;  of  him  it  might  be  traly  affirmed,  as  it  was  errone- 
ously observed  of  his  father-in-law,  that  his  word  was  never  broken.  So  high  was 
the  esteem  in  ichich  he  xcas  universally  held  on  this  account,  that  the  Spanish  min- 
ister, DeLyra,  teas  accustorned  to  say,  his  master  trusted  more  to  the  honor  and  con- 
stancy of  the  Prince  oj  Orange,  than  to  any  treaties.  A  deep  and  fervent  spirit  of 
piety  Vas  in  him  united,  in  a  remarkable  manner,  with  sentiments  of  unbounded  re- 
ligious toleration  ;  and,  though  he  employed  a  portion  of  each  day,  however  busy,  in 
devout  exercises,  and  regularly  attended  public  worship,  he  was  accustomed  to  attach 
•  80  httle  importance  to  the  external  ceremonies  of  ditVerent  churches,  that  he  made  no 
scruple  of  conforming,  while  in  England,  to  those  of  the  Anglican  ritual  on  all 
points,  except  that  of  fastiug  on  Good  Friday  ;  and  allowed  the  sacrament  to  be  ad- 
niinistered  to  him  on  his  death-bed  by  two  English  bishops.      *  *  »         * 

He  took  little  pains  to  conceal  his  indifference  to  the  generality  of  mankind  ;  in- 
sensible to  their  love  and  admiration,  he  could  never  constrain  himself  so  far  as  to 
court  their  favor  on  any  occasion  ;  and  turned  with  contempt  and  loathing  from  flal- 
erie3  similar  to  tbosa  which  his  contemporary,  Louis  XIV,  swallowed  with  such  iodis- 
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>In  1624,  ten  years  after  the  Hollanders  established  their  three  forta  on  the 


A  laree  body  of  the  Walloons,  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  between  France  and 
Flanders,  who  spoke  the  old  Gallic  language,  and  professed  the  reformed  religion, 
apDlied  m  1G22  to  Sir  Dudley  Carlton,  to  settle  in  Vir-inia,  with  the  pnvuege  of 
erectin-  a  town  there.  Tlie  WpJloons,  during  "  the  thirty  years  v.-ar,  distinguish- 
ed themselves  for  their  valor  and  savage  spirit,  and  the  Governor  of  Virginia  seems 
•  to  have  civan  a  satisiaciory  reply  to  what  i.e  probably  ccnsidered  an  arrogant  coiiur- 
tion  which  they  proposed  as  the  basis  of  any  settlement  in  his  colony,  viz  :  Ihat 
they  should  be  governed  by  magistrates  elected  by  themselves.-[0  Calla^han.] 

Several  families  cf  these  Walloons  therefore  established  themselves^m  the  year 
1C24,)  in  New  Netherlaud.  in  the  6onfiae3  of  the  present  town  o.  x.rooklyn.on  Lout; 
Isla-nd.  where  the  Wallabout  (or  "Bay  of  Foreigners,"— IV./Ze  Bocht,)  still  identifies 
their  memory  with  that  locality  ;  and  several  other  families  of  the  same  race,  taking 
one  of  Christianse'  "stations"  as  the  nucleus  of  their  colony,  augmented  liiesetile- 
meut  at  the  base  of  the  Katzbergs,  near  the  head  of  ship  navisration  on  tao  Hudson. 
In  1642,  a  band  of  representatives  of  the  English  race  appear  m  New  iNetherland, 
and  plant  themselves  beside  their  Be'gic  and  Gallic  predecessors,  with  whom  they 
800U  became  blended  by  intermarriage.  In  this  year  ^  band  of  reh-.omsts,  led  oa 
by  the  Rov.  '*Ir.  Doughty.  Richard  Smith,  and  others,  who  had  loliowcd  tno  Pi.grims 
from  old  England  to  New  Encrland,  zctre  compelled  io  icithdraw  jrorn  the  LaUer 
■country  ht^  tie  vcrsccution  they  received  there,  and  after  makiDir  formal  application 
to  the  antiiorities  of  New  Notherland,  they  had  a  grant  of  land  assigned  to  tnem— 
endowed  with  the  usual  privileges  of  free  m.auors,  such  as  as  Jree  exercise  oj  their 
religion,  powers  to  plant  towns,  build  churches,  nominate  magistrates,  and  administer 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdicticin.  .  ,  t>  ii,--? 

Si-t  months  later,  Throckmorton,  who  had  already  heen  driven  with  Koger  iVil- 
liarns  from  jL^ssachusitts'  by  the  fisry  Hugh  Peters,  -procured  permission  t^  Sdtile 
thirty-hve  families  on  th  i  lands  in  Westchester  county,  now  known  as  Throg  s 
Neck,  which  the  New  Nelherlanders  at  that  time  named  Vredeland,  or  "Land  of 
Peace— a  m'eet  appellation,  as  O'Callagan  remarks,  "  for  the  spot  eeiected  by  those 
who  were  bruised  and  broken  dov;n  by  religious  persecution." 

In  the  same  year.  Lady  3Ioody,  with  her  minor  son  Sir  Henry  and  many  fol  ow- 
tTS,  fled  in  a  similar  manner  from  Neio  Ensland ,  io  ihe  asylum  of  New  IS  ether- 
laud,  and  founded  the  town  of  Gravezcnde,  (now  G'-avesend,)  on  Long  Island,  to 
which  island  Thomas  Ffarri:- -/ton,  John  Townsend,  William  Lawrence,  John  Fhrrnan 
■  and  others  loere  compelled,  in  the  next  tvtenty  months,  to  remote  with  their  Jamihcs, 
from  New  England,  and  after  accepting  a  grant  of  land  from  the  authorities  of  New 
Nelherland,  enrolled  themselves  as  liege  men  of  that  province. 

The  historian  De  Lae:  says,  in  speaking  of  this  period  of  the  history  of  Now 
Nethorland,    "  numbers,    nay,  whole  tcv/.ns,  to  escape  from  ths  inel-itortable 

GOVERNMENT  OF  NeW  EnGLAND,  REMOVED  TO  New  NeTHERLAND,  TO  ENJOV  THAT 
LIBERTY    DENIED    THEM    BY    THEIR   OWN    COUNTRYMEN." — (C  F.  Ho;^ man.) 

(10)  "  Thus  far  it  seems  the  English  emigrants  settled  and  extended  themselves 
Cather  to  the  north  and  east  of  the  South  river,  without  encroaciiing  upon  the  districts 
possessed  by  tiio  Netheriaud-West-India-Company,  particularly  not  in  the  district  of 
Connecticut  ;  hut  the  unliai.py  intolerance  and  fanaticism  of  the  Furitans  in  Ma-^s- 
aekuselts  caused  soon  the  d!stvrbance  of  this  peace.  It  might  have  been  expected, 
ihat  they  in  gratitude  for  the  Dutch  hospitaliti/,  which  they  had  enjoyed  during 
tueh  a  long  period,  at  'Leyden,  Amsterdam,  and  other  cities  in  Holland  and  Zealand, 
would  hare  left  the  Neiherland  colonies  unmolested;  ijut  pride  and  self-interest 

HAD    ERADICATED    ENTIRELY    ALL    SENTIMENTS     OF     DISCRETION     AND     GRATITUDE     FROM 

THEIR  HEARTS.  It  can  scarce  be  believed,  that  men,  so  conscientious,  that  they  con- 
Bidered  themseUes  in  d-dty  bound  not  to  make  the  least  concession  in  any  disputed 
point  about  religious  rituals;  men,  so  highly  revering  the  Holy  Scriptures,  t.ial 
they  considered  Ihemselces  in  duty  honnd  to  distinguish  theff-  cities  and  villages  by 
BtLlical  names,  should  so  little  care  about  their  I\'ethcrland  neighbors  oj  the  same 
Teligious  profession,  should  so  little  respect  their  anterior  possession.  Two  minis- 
tera  at  Salem,  a  small  city  iu  Massachusetts,  perhaps  unequal  in  talents,  but  both  ob- 
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Btioate  in  the  defence  of  their  principles,  occasioned  sirchjexcessive  broils  that  a  sip- 
aratlon  became  unavoidable,  so  that  the  Rev.  Mr  Hooker  with  his  followers  left  the 
city  of  Salem  in  the  year  1G33,  retiring  to  the  country  of  Connecticut,  and  the  plan- 
tations of  the  NetherJanders,  leaving  the  congregation  at  Salem  under  the  care  of  hia 
colleague,  Cotton.  (RuBrRT.soN,  page  179,  Neat.,  pa^e  17G).  Deplorable  conse- 
quences of  IGNORANCE  and  LNTOLERANCE,  SO  much  vwTe  fetnicious,  Ilea,  so  much 
mort  CONTEMPTIBLE  in  men  who  had  tasted  by  experience  their  hitler  fruits.  The 
emigrants  from  Salem  on  the  west  shore  of  the  great  river  in  Connecticut,  iinlhout 
paying  any  resrard  to  the  more  early  pnssension  uf  the  Dutch  culoai-ds,  niitcli  lest; 
even  To  tiie  local  grant,  iu  behalf  of  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  expelled  two  Eug- 
lish  noblemen  who  had  settled  there  before  their  arrival.  (Robertson',  paije  ISU). 
They  built,  on  a  ?pot,  which  appeared  to  them  convenient,  a  fesv  miles  above  the 
Netherland  fort  Good  Hope,  a  small  city  named  Hartford,  afterwards  the  capital  of 
Connecticut's  colouy,  and  the  irreconcileahle  enemy  of  the  Dutch.  Esicourawed  by 
8o  much  success,  and  perhaps  guided  by  the  advices  of  Cromwell,  who  correepondrJ 
continually  with  the  leaders  in  each  colony,  (Robertson,  page  ;:200)  tliey  threw  away 
their  mask  declined  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  original  colouy  and  formed 
a  government  for  themselves.  Confiding  in  their  numbers,  they  drove  off  their 
peaceable  neighbors,  as  far  as  poicer  could  go.  They  built  a  fort  on  the  Fresh 
W'itor  River,  calling  it  Tamhert  Fort,  (.Stamford '')  to  defend  by  it  thoir  colony 
against  the  east,  having  stretched  them.^elves  out  towards  the  west  to  th^  Eay  uf 
Greenwich,  so  that  ere  long  the  Puritans  of  Salem  approached  the  capital  of  i\ew 
Netherlands,  within  3  miles  (:24  English  miles).  Even  Long  Island,  .separated  LiV 
the  East  River  from  tlie  continent,  and  icithout  any  question  first  discovered  and 
settled  by  the  Netherlanders,  yea,  as  they  declare,  ncrciiT  from,  the  Indians,  and 
adorned  with,  several  Netherland  villages  and  forts,  was  a  fertila  country  and  bleesed 
with  several  good  harbors.  Such  a  favorable  situation,  so  desirable  for  the  ftshi^ry, 
was  alluriDg  to  the  increasing  Euglish.  Thus  several  of  them  settled  on  the  east  of 
that  Island,  building  two  villages  there,  South  Hampton  and  Southold,  _/ium  irhich. 
they  aftemirds  claimed  the  half  of  the  Island.''  (Lambrechtsen's  (,Nevv  Nether- 
lands).     (H.C.) 

(11)  "Nor  have  our  pure  Anglo  Sa.xon  chroniclers  contented  themselves  with  slur- 
ring over  all  the  important  part  which  other  Europeans  had  alike  in  planting  this 
vast  empire,  and  in  developing  its  exhaustless  resources.  But  v:ith  regard  to  this 
State  particularly,  in  their  iccrhs  of  solemn  history,  in  their  school  books,  in 
-public  lectures,  and  in  their  anniversary  addresses,  they,  in  the  blind  pvr suit  oj 
an  unmeaning  theory,  seem  to  aim  with  a  singular  industry  and  a  most  per- 
verted ability,  to  obliierate  the  peculiar  story  of  Nsio  York  and  joint  on  to  ?ic)i- 
England,  hr  zldf.^  provincial  sijisr  here,  as  a  modern  colony  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.'.'  a  most  erroneous  and  offensive  assumption,  which  is  every  day  more  and 
more  patiing  into  the  minds  of  the  mulliiude  as  established  truth."  (IIofi'maE.') 
(r2)"Twenty  years  later, lG34,follow!ng  the  detached  fainili'is  of  Norraan^Protestauis 
who  had  previously  come  thither  throi^gli  the  ports  of  Holland  (among  them  my  au- 
cesters,  the  de  Peysteus,  domiciliated  for  three-quarters  of  a  century  at  Amsterdam.) 
began  the  great  Huguenot  immigration  into  New  York,  when  so  many  families  of 
persecuted  Erenchmen  murrated  hither  and  established  themselves,  some  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  (among  them,  1C86,  the  de  Lancevs,)  some  on  Staten  Island,  some 
at  New  Rochelle,  in  VVesichester  Connty,  some  near  De  Vrie's  ancient  station,  m 
what  is  now  Rockland  County,  and  some,  it  is  believed, in  New  Paltz,Ulster  County." 
(Hoffman.) 

(13).  Accordmg  to  Guthrie's  Gazetteer,  published  in  1776,  "the  Duchy  of  Bra- 
bant was  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Province  of  Holland  and  the  Duchy  of  Guel- 
derland,  on  the  East  by  the  same  Duchy  and  the  Bishopric  of  Liege,  on  the  South 
by  the  Province'^  of  Namurand  of  Hainault,  and  on  theWestl by  Brabant  (thi3  is  a  pal- 
pable error  and  bhculd  be  Flanders)  and  Zealand."  It  is  divided  into  Noord  Brabaut 
(■Dutch)  and  Brabant  Meridionale  (Belgian)  and  was  into  Dutch,  Spanish  or  Aus- 
trian, and  French  Brabaut.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  designate  the  e.vact 
boundaries  of  the  latter  so  many  changes  having  taken  place  latterly  in  the  territori- 
al limits.  According  to  the  Chevalier  Hd  dc  Formanoir  de  la  Caziere,  whose  es- 
tates  lie  iu  tlie  immediate  vicinity  of  Brussels,  French  Brabant  embraced  parts  of 
the  present  Brabaut  .Meridiouale,  Ilaiaauit,  Namur  and  rE3caut^(^/;^  Schoid;.  The 
South  part  of  Brabant  is  known  as  Walloon  Brabant ;  in  it  the  prevailing  language 
is  a  species  of  corrupted  French,  while  in  the  Northern  Division  the  people  use  the 
Flemish ;  but  the  higher  classes  throughout  .speak  pure  Freacii. 
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DE  PEYSTER  (dePeyster)  and  WATTS  (Watt). 

V;e]\ealogical«  refjeke]\ce»^ 


DE  PEYSTER  ARMS.  WATTS  ARMS. 

Sliield:  Silver,  cAariTfc?  with  two  sheep  feed-  Shield:  Silver,  charged  with  an  oak 

jng  nnder  a  linden  tree,  proper.  tree,  proper— across  the  centre,  a  bar — 

Great :  Original — a  linden  tree  proper — As-  a-ure,  charged  with  a  crescent  between 

Mimed— by  FREDJ^RIC  DE  PEYSTER.Esq.  two  mullets  or  stars. 

H.  B.  M.  Forces,  175S — 1834 — a  mailed  arm  Crest:    A  forearm  forward,  grasping 

»oii  hand,  brandi«hiDi,' a  dagger,  jyro^^er.  an  olive  branch, /proper. 

Supporters:   Vultarea.  Motto:    Forti  xoN    iiEKicrr  ti-u;m— 

Motto  :    Defasco — literally :    I  feed  down,  literally :  a  weapon  is  never  wa  ting  to 

Fre«ly  :  I  can  take  care  of  myself.  a  brave  man.     Freely:    A  brave  man 

is  never  unarmed. 

For  fear  is  noLltins  else  hvt  a  hctraiinl  of 
the  succours  ichi<-h  reason  »Jlercth.—Buok  of 
Wisdom.  Xyn.  12. 


Corn  of  a  Manorandum  found  among  the  Papers  of  Mrs.  IsIakoa- 
RET  Leake,  xdict  of  Major  Robert  William  Leake,  cou- 
(aimng  a  GENE.LLOGICAL  SKETCH,  drawn  up  by  hn- 
Father,  tfic  Hon.  John  Watts, (1)  ivho, previous tothe  Bcvohition, 
uiui  one  of'  the  King's  Council  in  the  thai  Colony  of  New  York, 
and  at  the  commencement  thereof  went  to  England,  where  he  died. 

As  most  folks  are  desirous  of  knowing  something  of  their 
ancestors  and  connections,  I  shall  mention  what  I  know  of  mine 
in  l)Oth  hemispheres.  I  shall  begin  with  what  most  nearly 
relates  to  myself. 

I  was  born  in  New  York,   5th   April,  1715,  O.  S.     In  July, 

1742,  married  Ann  De  Lancey,  born  23d  April,  1723,  died  3d 
July,  1775,  two  months  after 'I  .sailed  tor  England — having  em- 
barked in  the  Charlotte  packet,  -Ith  May,  and  left  the  hght  house 
at  7  in  the  morning  of  the  day  following,  with  a  heavy  heart, 
foreseeing  the  distresses  which  were  hanging  over  us. 

My  wife  bore  mc  as  follows  : 

1743,  Aug't  23,  a  son,  christened  by  Rev.  Mr.  Vesey,  Robert  ; 

1744,  Sept.  20,  a  daughter,  "     "         "  "^    Ann; 
174G,  July30,  >  ason,  (diedina  fcwdays,)  Charlton,  Stephen  ; 

(twins,)       5  ^  daughter,  (died  a  child,)  "     Susanna  ; 

1749,  Aug't  27,  a  son,  Barclay,  John  ; 

l7o()-51,  Feb.  24,  a  daughter,  "     Susanna  ; 

1753,  Oct.  27,  a  daughter,  (new  style,)  "     Mary; 

].  Watts,  JuH.N — of  New  York — was  a  Member  of  the  C'ouiwU  of  the  Colony,  and 
WM  considered  to  be  in  officu  in  1782.    His  estate  was  confiscated.    He  w^Jnt  to  Eng- 

Ja-.iH.     a  I'-iOjbtor  married  Sir  John  .Jomv.'.i.v. of  N>jx  ■^"<.,rk,J\oi^ht  uu.i  r-iri.P'-i. 

^.\c  ^.licrkaa  jLoijaiiits,  by  LcUi.><:o  S.Wii>t. 
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1754,  Dec.  24,  a  son,     christened  by  Mr.  Barclay,  Stephen; (2) 
3755,  Dec.  14,  a  daughter,  Achmuty,  JNIargaret  ; 

1756,  a  son,  (died  a  child,  of  small  pox,)     James. 

Robert  Watts,  my  father,  was  born  in  EdinburrrJ/.,  or  at 
Rose  Hill,  (3)  near  it ;  emigrated  to  America  toward  the  close  of 
the  last  century,  and  died  at  l^ew  York,  21st  September,  1750, 
about  72  years  of  age.  He  married  about  the  year  1706.  Mary, 
eldest  daughter  of  WilliaxM  Nicoll,  Esquire,  of  IsUp,  on  Lone 
Island,  who  bore  him,  viz:    In  or  about — > 

1707,  a  daughter,  Axx  ;  )      Both  died  at  Edinhurgk,  Ann 

1709,  "        Margaret  ;  )  first,    about    1724,   soon    after 

the}'-  got  there.     It  was  my  father's  intention  to  have  settled  in 
Scotland,  but  this  catastrophe  prevented  it. 

May,  1713,  ^Iary,  a  third  daughter  was  born,  who  married  in 
March,  1732,  Captain  Icichard  Kiggs,  commanding  one  of  the 
Independent  Companies.  She  bore  him  one  son  onh*,  John,  who 
died  a  child,  and  the  mother  followed  in  1736. 

John  Watts,  (myself,)  as  above,  born  5th  April,  1715. 

JoHiv  Watt,  my  grand  father,  (why  my  father  added  an  5  to 
his  name  I  know  not,)  called  his  place  ii!ose  Hill ,{3)  i'rom  a  small 
seat  he  possessed  near  Edinburgh  ;  had  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  ;  at  least  I  have  heard  of  no  more  : 

1st,  Adam,  who  died  about  1736,  leaving  a  son,  John,  who 
died  middle-aged — had  paid  us  a  visit  in  New  York  ;  a  son, 
Adam,  Professor  of  Humanity  in  Edinburgh — died  just  before 
his  father,  aged  27  years ;  and  a  daughter,  Margaret,  died 
1783,  at  an  advanced  age.     Neither  of  these  three  ever  married. 

2d,  Robert,  my  father,  already  mentioned. 

3d,  John,  who  died,  I  believe,  at  Philadelphia,  about  1707, 
single. 

4th,  Margaret,  married  Sir  Walter  Riddell,  Bart.,  to 
whom  she  bore  :  1st,  John,  who  died  before  his  father,  single. 
2d,  Walter,  who  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz  :  Walter 
and  Andrew,  v/ho  died  before  him.  3d,  John,  brought  up  in 
America  by  my  father,  who  inherited  title  and  estate,  and  mar- 
ried here,  Jane  Buchanan,  my  kind  friend  in  my  exile.  He 
died  at  Hempstead,  in  1763,  leaving   three    sons:  Walter, just 

2.  Watts,  S^ephex — of  New  York — son  of  Joirv  Waits.  He  entered  the  Royal 
Service,  and  was  an  ofScer  in  the  Royal  Oreena,  under  Sir  John  Johxsox.  his  brother- 
in-law.  In  1777,  he  was  in  the  battle  ol  Oriskany,  one  of  the  severest,  and,  for  the  num- 
bers en^^aged,  one  of  the  most  bloody  actions  of  the  war.  He  waa  wounded,  and  left 
on  the  field  with  the  ?Iain,  and  was  reporteil  amoni^  the  killed.  Bnt,  reviving:  from 
faintness,  produced  by  lo-s  of  blood,  he  crawled  to  a  brook,  slaked  his  thirst,  and  two 
or  three  days  after  was  found  by  some  Indian  ?coats,  and  conveyed  to  the  British  camp. 
He  was  a  ilAJoa.    (Read  Chas.  F.  Hoifman'a  Greyskcr,  Chap.  Y  and  VI,  Yol.  II.) 

J  bid. 

3.  The  Watts  Esr.\TE:,  at  Rose  Hill,  of  which  a  more  detailed  account  will  hereafter 
be  furnished,  covered  that  part  of  the  city  now  embraced,  about,  between  Broadway.'the 
Old  Po3t  Road,  (closed)  2Sth  and21?t  !trpet3,ar!d  the  East  River.f  jrminij  a  Ip.r^^  proportirn 
of  the  13th  "W  ard.  Tlio  v.'ncr;;l,i:'^  ■■■•  ■-.  r  •.-.•ntlv  Uf'=froycci,  which  adorned  tb.o  entrance, 
stood  oeac  the  comer  of  the  4ih  Avtaue  aud  2&th  etreeta. 

\ 
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deceased  ia  Edinburgh  ;  the  present  Sir  Jajies,  and  John.  4th, 
James,  bears  the  rank  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Dutch  Ser- 
vice, still  single.  5th,  Jaxe,  relict  of  Carr,  oi  Carers  ;  has  no 
child.  The  6th,  youngest,  Thomas,  purchased  and  settled  at 
Kaimcs,  in  Berwyckshire ;  has  4  daughters  ;  two  sons.  Was 
captain  of  an  India  ship. 

3d,  Thomas,  who  left  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eld- 
est, William,  has  a  famil}'.  The  second,  lately  blown  up  and 
perished  in  an  India  man.  The  daughter,  Eleaxok,  unmarried, 
as  was  Robert  ;  4lh  son  to  Margaret  was  William,  settled 
in  l^eraiuda,  and  has  left  a  family.  William  dead  ;  John 
drowned.     Both  had  children  ;  more  I  know  not. 

'    ■'  Lady  RiddelVs  Children  continued. 

5th,  Robert,  a  clergyman  ;  dead,  and  left  a  widow  childless. 

6th,  Margaret,  married  to  a  privy  counsellor,  Carr,  of 
Cavers,  who  destroyed  himself.  She  lived  long,  in  a  helpless 
condition,  from  the  fright,  and  left  a  daughter,  married  to  Johx, 
eldest  brother  and  heir  to  the  celebrated  David  Hume.  She 
bore  him  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

7th,  Jane,  married  to  John  Forrest.  Has  left  several  child- 
ren :  Walter,  since  dead  ;  John,  James,  Margaret,  and 
Jane. 

8th,  Christie,  who  died  last  year,  advanced  in  years,  above 
70,  far,  and  was  my  only  remaining  cousin-german  of  my  fa- 
ther's side. 

My  Grandfather^ s  Children,  continued. 

5th,  Alice,  the  daughter  of  my  grandfather,  first  man'ied  Mr. 
.Scott,  of  Fife,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter,  married  to  Mr.  Erski.xe, 
an  advocate.  Both  dead.  No  issue.  Her  second  husband  was  Mr. 
Calderwood,  Lord  Gohown,  of  the  Sessions.  By  him  she  had  no  child- 
ren.    And  here  I  shall  end  my  father's  line. 

My  Maternal  Genealogy,  so  far  as  I  can  trace  it,  is  this : 

Matthias  Nicolls  was  of  Islip,  an  ancient  village  six  miles  distant 
from  the  University  of  Oxford.  Curiosity  led  me  to  see  it,  but  all  my 
enquiries  were  to  no  purpose.  Among  the  living  or  the  dead,  not  a  tomb 
stone  told  me  any  thing.  Mr.  Nicolls  came  over  to  New  York  in  1664, 
with  his  namesake  Col.  Nicolls,  when  he  and  Sir  Robert  Carr  con- 
quered or  wrested  it  from  the  Dutch.  He  was  appointed  Secretary  to 
the  Colony,  and  kept  it  all  his  life  during  that  busy  time,  and  numerous 
are  the  traces  of  his  transactions  and  regularity.  He  died  about  sixty- 
six  years  of  age,  leaving  one  son,  William,  who  saved  himself  by 
swimming  -.  all  the  other  children,  to  the  number  of  five  or  six,  with  their 
attendants,  were  drowned  at  once,  by  their  boat  upsetting  near  Hillgate. 
(Hellgate  ?)  (4)     He  alone  survived  of  the  unfortunate  young  flock.     In 


4.  Except  by  tradition,  this  melancholy  event  is  only  recorded  in  the  "Watts  FAiai,T 
Thee,  to  which,  in  1843,  the  Nicoll  Familt  were  forced  to  resort  for  particnlars. 
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his  youth,  he  came  over  to  EnglanJ,  listed  in  the  army  in  Queen  Anne's 
wars,  wont  to  Flanders,  ami  was  at  death's  door  with  sickness,  but  hv  a 
wonderful  Provi<tence  surviverl,  and  got  homo  to  America  again.  He 
became  a  most  eminent  lawyer,  got  a  fine  estate  on  the  south  side  of  Lon* 
Island,  called  by  him  Islij',  and  was  speaker  of  the  Assembly  for  many 
years,  which  he  declined  by  letter  in  1718.  As  my  own  father  had 
taken  an  S  to  his  name,  for  ichat  reason  or  when  I  never  heard,  Mr. 
NicoLLS  altered  his  father's  name,  and  left  the  S  out,  cal/i/ia-  him- 
self as  all  his  descendants  have  since  done,  Nicoll.  He  marrit-d' 
the  great  Patroon  or  Gattentee's  (Pattentee's  ?)  widow,  of  Albany.  Va.v 
Renssel.akr,  (5)  of  Albany,  who  died  before  him.  lie  followed  in  172t?. 
I  well  remember  to  have  seen  him  expire.  By  this  union  were  produ- 
'ced  three  sons  and  three  daughters,  viz  : 

1st,  Benja-Mtn,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Colonel  Floyd,  and  died 
young,  about  two  years  after  his  father,  leaving,  1st,  a  son,  William, 
who  married  a  D'Horhieuu.  He  was  of  my  age,  and  died  since  I  left 
America,  leaving  five  or  six  sons  and  daughters.  2d,  a  .son,  Be.njamix, 
my  beloved  friend,  whom  I  lost  in  the  vigor  of  life,  at  forty-two.  and  is 
a  loss  I  shall  ever  deplore.  April,  1760,  he  was  taken  from  a  wife  and 
several  small  children.  She  was  tlie  daughter  of  Edward  Holland. 
The  issue,  Edward,  since  dead,  Samuel,  Harry,  and  Matthias,  and  i 
believe  others,  who  died  young. 

2d.  Willia.'I.  who  was  many  years  member  of  the  Assembly,  and 
Speaker,  as  his  father  was.  He  was  a  man  of  singular  intecrritv,  and  of 
.singular  manners,  rather  shy  and  unconununicative,  but  candid  and  :oin- 
cere  ;  judging  always  for  himselt',  being  bred  up  much  alone  and  self- 
taught.  He  always  liberally  admitted  others  to  the  utmost  freedom  oi 
judgment,  without  the  least  emotion,  prejudice  or  impatience  ;  was  so- 
ber, considerate,  regular  ;  of  a  temper  scarcely  to  be  moved,  and  abomi- 
nated ostentation.  He  was  but  a  youth  of  eighteen  when  his  brother 
died,  and  though  totally  inexperienced  in  the  world,  and  the  family  affairs 
beyond  measure  unsettled  and  in  disorder,  involved  in  perplexed  lawsuits 
and  contests,  ijy  his  firmness,  good  sense  and  unwearied  application,  he' 
had  the  happiness  of  bringing  them  all  to  a  clear  and  just  .settlement, 
living  the  rest  of  his  days  in  peace  and  quiet.  He  was  never  marri- 
ed, nor  made  a  will.  Of  course,  his  estate  devolved  on  his  relations,  as 
the  law  directs,  of  whom  1  ani  one,  being  his  nephew.  He  died  in  a  'iey<' 
minutes,  at  or  near  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  aged  sixty-six  (66),  on  a 
journey,  some  time  before  I  left  America. 

3d,  Ransaleer  {Rensselaer),  who  resided  near  Albany,  and  married 
there.  He  died  since  I  let\  America,  rather  more  advanced  in  years,  I 
believe,  than  Willia3i,  leaving  a  widow  and  several  children — only  one 
son,  Francis. 

4th,  Makv,  my  mother. 

5th,  Catharine,  married  to  a  Mr.  Havens,  on  Shelter  Island  [a  de- 
pendency of  Long  Island.]     Has  several  children. 

6th,  Frances,  still  living,  aged  77  years,  a  widow,  Wa.s  married  to 
Edward  Holland,  by  whom  she  had  a  .son,  Henry,  died,  a  young  man, 
before  I  left  America.  This  woman  i.s  a  composition  of  merit  and  good 
sense.  n 


5.  See  Van  Rensselaer.      Holgate's  American  Genealogy,  Pages  33a55. 
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My   Wife's  Family,  as  follows  : 

Stephen  DELANCEy,(6)  her  faiher,was  fromCaen.in  Normandy, and  left 
his  country  on  religious  principles,  being  a  strict  Protestant.  He  was 
eminent  in  wealth  and  character,  as  a  merchant.  Ho  inarried  Ann,  one 
of  the  eight  daughters  of  Stephanus  VAN  COURTLAND,  a  respect- 
able Dutch  citizen,  who  had  also  two  sons,  Philip  and  Stephen,  with 
large  families.     From  this  union  spi-ang  first : 

1st,  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  called  Stephen,  I  think. 

2d,  James,  a  man  of  uncommon  abilities  in  every  view,  from  the  law 
down  to  agriculture,  and  an  elegant,  pleasant  companion — what  rarely 
unites  in  one  person.  It  seemed  doubtful  which  excelled,  his  quick  pen- 
etration or  his.solid  judgment.  The  first  seemed  an  instant  guide  to  the 
last.  He  was  born  in  1704,  married  while  young,  Ann,  eldest  daughter 
of  Caleb  HEATHCOTE.  Was  appointed  by  Governor  Montgo.merie 
a  member  of  the  Council,  by  Gov.  Cosby,  Chief  Justice  in  tlie  room  of 
Lewis  Morris.  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  Danvers  Osborn,  about  1754, 
he  succeeded  to  the  administration  as  Lieutenant  Governor.  Governor 
Clinton  had  hitherto  withheld  his  Commission.  No  man  in  either  of- 
fice had  more  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  people,  nor  any  man  be- 
fore nor  since,  half  the  influence.  He  was  unhappily  taken  from  us  in 
July,  1760,  so  suddenly  that  his  very  family  suspected  no  danger.  He 
had  spent  very  agreeably,the  day  before  on  Staten  Island.  After  ten  at 
night,  he  left  my  iiouse  perfectly  well.  In  the  morning  he  rose  as  usu- 
al, but  about  nine,  a  servant  was  despatched  to  tell  me  his  u;iaster  was 
very  ill.  I  mounted  instantly,  and  hurried  to  his  house  in  Bowery  Lane, 
but  on  the  way  was  alarmed  by  a  call  that  all  was  over  ;  and  too  true  I 
found  it.  He  sat  reclined  in  his  chair;  one  leg  drawn  in,  the  other  ex- 
tended ;  his  arms  over  the  elbows  so  naturally  that  had  I  not  been  appri- 
zed of  it  I  certainly  should  have  spoken  as  I  entered  the  room.  Nobody 
but  his  younge.st  daughter,  a  child,  was  present  at  the  time  in  the  room  ; 
to  little  did  the  family  apprehend  any  danger.  Never  did  these  eyes 
behold  such  a  spectacle,  or  did  my  spirits  receive  such  an  impression. 
The  idea  affects  me  whenever  I  think  of  it,  to  lose  such  a  companion, 
such  a  counsellor,  such  a  friend.  This  accomplished  person  and  orna- 
ment to  hia  country,  left  children — James,  married  to  Miss  Allen  ;  Ma- 
BY,  married  to  William  Walton  ;  Susan,  Stephen,  John,  unmarried, 
and  Martha,  since  dead.  Heathcote  died  before  his  father,  a  boy. 
Others  there  were  died  infants — the  mother  since  I  left  the  country. 
She  was  niece  to  Sir  Gilbert  Heathcoate,  a  rich  and  noted  citizen  of 
London. 

3d,  Peter,  (of  the  Mills)  who  married  Gov.  Colden's  daughter.  Died 
at  his  estate  at  Westchester,  aged  68  years.  Left  a  widow  with  many 
children,  viz  :  Stephen,  John,  Peter,  Ann,  Alice  (married  to  Mr." 
Izahd),  Elizabeth,  James,  Oliver,  Susanna,  Jane  {my  daughter-in- 
law),  and  Warren.  Another  Warren  was  drowned  in  his  mill  pond  (7) 
some  years  before  his  death. 

6.  See  Dk  Lascby.  Holgate't  American  Genealogy,  (hereafter  abbreviated,  H.  Am. 
Qea.)  Pages  11 6al21. 

1.  The  following  beautiful  lincsa  were  written  by  a  atranger,  an  Englishman,  it  l* 
•aid,  who  visited  the  old  DeLancy  Manor,  in  Westchester  county,  S.  N.  Y.,  about  14  miles 
hom  the  city  of  New  York,  expecting  to  find  some  memorials  of  that  gallant,  courtly, 
and  eminent  race  still  existing.  But  alas  !  in  the  same  manner  that  war,  exile,  contiaca- 
tioQ,  and  death,  had  smitten  and  scattered  the  proud  owners,  so  had  dood,  fire  and  im- 
proTemeat  laid  WMt«  or  altered  thair  once  omace  poeie^aioai.     A  pine,  towering  in 
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4th,  Susanna,  married  to  Sir  Petee  Wabreit,  1731.  They  lost  in  one 
week  at  New  York  two  lovely  children,  of  the  sore  throat — a  daughter 
Elizabeth  and  son  Peter,  about  1746  or  '47,  and  leh  a  daughter  A\Nj 
married  to  General  Fitzroy,  now  Lord  Southampton  ;  Susanna  to  Colo- 
Del  Skinner,  her  tirst  cousin,  and  Charlotte  to  Lord  Abingdon.  ,  ] 
.:  5th,  Stephen,  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  1745,  about  31  years  of  age, 
unmarried.  .  ,    ,       .  i 

6th,  John,  born  in  the  same  year  with  me.  AVas  my  school  fellow 
and  intimate  companion  and  bosom  friend  to  the  day  of  his  death,  which 
happened  in  1741.  His  father  followed  soon  after,  aged  73,  and  his 
mother,  at  65,  just  after  my  marriage,  the  others  before.  This  John 
was  both  in  person  and  in  mind  the  image,  if  I  may  give  it  that  term,  of 
his  brother  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  and.  was  g'reaily  lamented  by  all 
who  knew  him.  ",  , ' 

,  7th,  Oliver,  married  to  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Franks,  in  1742,  who 
bore  him  Ann,  Susanna,  Stephen,  Oliver,  Phila  Charlotte,  and  an- 
other girl,  who  died  a  child.  ..iJvil'^'  f] 

8th,  Ann,  my  wife,  already  mentioned:  .'■{'■, a  I'^V        ^  **» 

^_ •       .ijK>U  hjU     :W.i      itU    -iiK;;:}  i>iui     »>*) 

•   ■"     ■■'.   :'   .1 .  ••   .:     ■  .     /,..; 

its  native  majesty,  alone  survived  to  mark  the  spot  where  once  a  flourishing  loyal  fami- 
ly exhibited  its  stately  hospitalities  or  enjoyed  the  sweeta  of  a  home,  the  abode  of  prr* 
perity  and  ability.  A  contrast  so  marked,  between  the  past  and  present.moved  even  an 
alien,  and  in  poetic  numbers  he  recorded  his  sympathy  and  chronicled  the  deaolatioa" 


Where  gentle  Bronx,  clear  winding  flows, 

His  shadowing  banks  between ; 
Where  blosaom'd  bell  and  wilding  rose 


His  shadowing  banks  between ;  ,,  ^    ,^  ...;..      ,,.  . 

'here  blosaom'd  bell  and  wilding  rose  .",         ."     ""  ""  ''"'I 

Adorn  the  brightest  green  ;  •    ^^f-"  ^t.»       li  IC'JiA 


'"•','..'     ■■  •         Memoria  of  the  fallen  great,  '->';>'  i^vo  riJj:jB  4<ii4    ,  biVa-^l 

'  "^                        The  rich  and   honor'd  line,  ;  jj'ti'v;-;  vfcia-n-in  i    U   ?;,  ^^>a 

uiiMV*  ^Jj  ui     •  Stands  high  in  solitary  state  .  ,  ...,t£i3itfl£.  J-M^nwuv  ^.la  :ij4 

:-,,  ,   •.>i(j  5.,'.        iJe  iiaocey a  ancient  pine.  .,    .  ■  .  .  -,   ,    l  *   ;" 

,■;'";''"  .'Tfawe,  once  at  early  dawn  arrayed."      ^^"^^''^v!^  »  U^:'^  ^U<ahJ 

.r>r   '.  -.               Tbe  rural  sports  to  lead,  iU  f?;  ,"-i:«  ij'y;>i  v.i  1 

''"',!      'll''           The  gallant  master  of  the  glade  ^.  .'.^-H'HiJ.JO*!  »;:.«« 

Bedect  his  eager  steed  :  .*.  .:  .-,  U.Tiiy-j 


Xil 


And  once  light-foot  maiden  came,  >  '. :". ."  ,</  ".jj  l^p , -.  ,i    .  « 

In  lovelmess  divine  .        *«'- »*^'!\><>' 

To  sculpture  with  the  dearest  name  '  '  '"^   r*lii-ii.tK  hujt 

De  Lancey'a  ancient  pine.  *    »•■•'»'  '»»v<i'   fc;'3^?s> 

And  now  the  stranger's  foot  explores  •  ^- -'tvo*! 

De  Lancey'e  wide  domain,  ?  iq)  .a:.Z2H  M: 

And  scarce  one  kindred   heart  restores     •    //  ♦«    •>tit^i  j-.j*    j* 

Uia  memory  to  the  plain  •  .      .   ^'  "'   j 

And  just  like  one  in  age  alone.  '  .  '  '-'  '     '  ^'"'^•''  '^'^''*''> 

The  last  of  all  this  line  "  *■   .iiiaaAJki.Ul  ,«-.:u»i 

Bends  sadly  where  the  waters  moan—  -     •'  .::?3>.V7  k-/?   .;  i^iti 

De  Lancey's  ancient  pine.  .  ^tn  .j^.-j^,-!  ktL-->Y  -^iuv^ 

ir-,.  .;,  Oh  greatness  I  o'er  thy  final  fall,  tM    .tg-ir.t.l  na  i*^--  .H 

Ihe  feeling  heart  shonld  monrn,  .    .  'sM I  eav-I  {  -4* 

i!-.-:i  :  ■^Vfu'^^f  I^f°cey'8  ancient  Hall  ,  .        ^^^f^^i!  ; 

*r,  /  . ■  ^.  ^"^  cold  rejoicing  turn:  ' '      ,'*'■  ^*  i*.^ 

...^.i..--    !^^o|J°o!  the  satiate  stranger  stays  .      ..   ■  ,            ..,  .;''/' ■' .    ''l*: 

.i-.-j  uiutj  . ;.  V  „  When  eve's  calm  glories  shine,  .  -,^-.:-.,  u.JJl^,'i  w'"' 'T" 
Lui«»tl  .1-ch..,!  i^AO_weep—aa  tells  of  other  daya  ,.  ,  .  „  a,.i  >*,  i.«i  .<].,?  *  ,,  .,-., 

^sVa-rrJ    r.  :         De  lancey'a  ancient  pine.  «  iw.^.^t^  ,'i-.«.  .    .  rj.  j 


•1 

J-^ijUj.Mj/  . 

;    : 

■  -     .-i-iriun 

/.:'.! 

i'.'l 

O'  ii-'fi !  i       . 

"A  'i 

;A;\?i?5!.- 

;m 

>::'s  llhi  ■;. 

..vi  K'  ♦;m«' 
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PIERRE    GUILLIAUME    DE    PEYSTER,        '  "^  .  ;. 


Youngtst  Son-  of   the    dintinpnished    Col.  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,    tincertor 
of  the    DE  PEYSTER  FAMILY  in  Neye  Jersey. 

Pierre  Guilliaume  De  Peyster,  son  of  Colonel  Abraham  De  Pey- 
STER,  born  the  15th  Januaiy,  1707. 

Cornelia  (Catharine  ?)  Schuyler,  daughter  of  Arent  Schuyler, 

born  i56th '■ — r-,  1715,  was  married  the  19th  December,  1733,  by  Mr. 

William   Vesey,  Rector  of  Trinity   Church. 

1734-5.  February  22d,  was  born  my  first  son,  ABRAHAiM,  and  christ- 
ened by  Mr.  Vesey. 

Godfathers  :  Brother  Abraham  De  Peyster  and  brother  John  Schuy- 
ler. 

Godmother  ':   Madam  Schuyler,  widow  of  Father  Schuyler. 
'    1736.    June  the  27th,  was  born  my   second    son,    Arent  Schuyler, 
christened  by  Mr.  Vesey  the  19th  of  July,  1736.  (See  Page  8,  &c.) 

Godfathers:  Brother  Philip  Van  Cortland  and  brother  Peter  Schuy- 
ler. 

Godmother  :     Sister  Eve  Bayard. 

1737.  May  the  20th,  was  born  my  third  son,  Pierre,  christened  by 
Mr.  Vesey. 

Godfathers  :   Brother  Hamilton  and  brother  Adonijah  Schuyler. 
Godmother  :    Sister  Elizabeth  Hamilton,  and    departed   this    life   the 
28lh  July,  1737.  , 

1738.  Sept.  the  29th,  was  born  my  first  daughter,  Catharine  Abri- 
aNa,  christened  bv  Mr.  Vesev.'  ■       •  . 

^- Godfather:    Peter  Bayard'.  Vl  cH  ,^*.?n;u  n-:.» 

Godmothers  :  Adriana  De  Peyster  Vanderhulst,  and  sister  Schuyler 
wife  of  brother  Peter  Schuyler.  ' 

1741.  November  15th,  was  born  my  second  daughter  Swantia, 
christened  by  Mr.  Vesey. 

Godfather  :  Isaac  De  Peyster. 
■   Godmothers  :  Sister  Hamilton  and  Sister  Ann   Schuyler,  wife  of  bro- 
ther John  Schuyler. 

'  1745-6.      March   the  1st,  was  born   my   fourth   son,  Pierre  Guil- 
liaume, christened  by  Mr.  Vesey,  ?vlarch  the    15th,  1745-6. 

Godfathers  •  Stephen  Bayard,    and  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt. 
'•  Godmother  ;  Margaret  De  Peyster,  wife  of  brother  Abraham  De  Pey- 
ster. 

1752.  January  the  4th,  my  second  son,  Arent SchttylerDe  Peyster, 
sailed  for  London  in  the  Brigantine  Nebuchadnezzer,  Capt,  Peter 
Cornel. 

Pierre  Guilliaume  De  Peyster     married    to    Berthiah    Hall, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Hall  [of  Kingston  upon  Hull,  in  the  county  of  York, 
hj  the  island  of  Great  Britain],  May  the  29th,  1771. 
•   1773.     October    20th,    was    born    Cornelia,  daughter  of  the  above 
Pierre  and  Berthiah,  and  christened  by  Mr.  Browne,    of  Newark. 
.   Godfather  ;  Brother  Arent. 

t  Godmothers  :  Mother  De  Peyster,  and  sister  Catharine  Du  Bois. 
1775.     June  24th,  was  born  Hannah  Berthia,    second   daughter  of 
the  above  ;  christened  by  .Mr.   E'".',:;,    of  Newark. 


Godfathers  ;  Peter  Du  Bois,  and  Edward  Fleming, 

Godmother  ;  Sister   Hannah  Hall. 

1778.  Jauuary2t)th,  was  born  Catharine  Adriana,  christened  by 
Rev.  Ogden,  the  ■25th  March. 

Godfather;  Peter  Du  Bois. 

Godmothers  ;  Sister  Catharine  Adriana  Du  Bois,  and  Sister  Rebecca 
De  Peyster,  wife  of  brother  Arent. 

1779.  April  4th,  was  born  my  first  sou,  Arent  Schuyler  De  Pky- 
STKR,  christened  by  the  Rev.  ■ — ■ Ojjden. 

Godfathers;  Brother  Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  and  brother  Peter 
Du  Boib'. 

Godmother  ;    Mother  De  Peyster. 

1780.  December '21st,  was  born  my  second  son,  Pierre  Guilliaume, 
christened  by  Rev.  Ogden. 

Godfathers  ;  Arent  Schuyler,  and  myself. 
Godmother;  Aunt  J.  Schuyler. 

1786.     June  the   lOth,  Rebkcca  Margaret  was  born;     my    fourth 
daughter. 

1788.    July  the  25th,  William,  my  third  son,  was  born. 


COLONEL    AREJTT   SCHUYLER    DE  PEYSTER, 

Beeond  Son    of  PIERRE    GUILLIAUME   BE  PEYSTER,  the  Elder,    anee^ftor 
of   tlu:     DE   PEYSTER    BRANCH,    in   Xete  Jertsty. 

In  our  last,"  we  bnelly  noticed  the  death  and  public  interment  of  Colo- 
nel Arent  Schuyler  De  Peyster,  who  expired  at  his  residence  here, 
after  a  short  illness,  on  Tuesday,  the  '26th  ult.,  at  the  advanced  age,  it  is 
believed,  of  96  or  97  years. 

Few  men,  it  may  be  truly  said,  ever  deserved  better  of  his  king  and 
country,  or  combined  in  his  own  person  a  greater  number  of  those  quali- 
ties that  constitute  the  character  of  the  veteran  warrior.  For  more  than 
fourscore  years  he  lield  the  Royal  Commission,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
long  and  active  career,  commanded  at  Detroit,  Michilimachinac,  and 
other  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  during  the  most  stormy  period  of  the 
American  war,  and  among  nations  not  only  fierce  and  savage,  but  deci- 
dedly hostile  to  the  British  government.  Yet,  by  his  prudence  and  fore- 
eight,  by  measures  at  once  fitted  to  conciliate  and  overawe,  by  combi- 
ning,  in  a  word,  the  talents  of  the  soldier  and  civilian,  he  completely 
succeeded  in  detaching  the  Indians  from  the  French  cause  :  and  in  this 
way,  contributed  in  no  trilling  degree  to  the  safety  and  consolidation  of 
our  transatlantic  possessions.  The  deceased  also  served  in  various  other 
parts  of  North  xVmerica,  under  his  uncle,  Col.  Schuyler  ;  and  after  be- 
iqg  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel,  and  commanding  for  many  years  the 
&th  Regiment,  he  retired  to  Dumfries,  the  native  town  of  Mrs.  De  Pey- 
ster, the  faithful  follower  of  his  fortunes  in  every  situation — in  camp 
and  in  quarters — amidst  savage  tribes  and  polished  communities — in  the 
most  distant  stations  of  Upper  Canada  as  well  as  in  walled  and  gan'ison- 
ed  cities.  Indeed,  we  may  here  state,  without  the  slightest  qualilication, 
that  there  never  was  a  more  venerable  and  tenderly  attached  pair.     For 

*  Said  to  be  tho  DuTufriea  <^Tazstte   or  Iut«'HiireDcer.     Mj  father  has  the    piintfd  bi.- 
t,r.tc%  bu  the  title  of  tLo  -..ifer  h.^'  '.  ...u  i.,i!i  oif  and  lost.      J.  W.  ux  i'. 


more  than  fifty  years  they  shared  the  same  bed,  without  havini?  been  sep- 
araled  in  any  one  iustance  ;  and,  altog-ether,  the  gallant  old  Colonel's 
bearitiif-tobis  foithful  and  lonrr-cherisiied  spouse,  resembled  more  what 
we  weenof  the  age  of  Chivalry,  than  the  altered,  and  as  we  suspect, 
not  hhjivoyed  manners  of  the  present  times.  r  a -'  'i    :)  ■■i 

.  At  .ttie^.Horiny  period  of  the  French  revolution,  the  zeal  and  talenls  of 
our  townsman  were  again  called  into  exercise  in  the  embodyin"- and 
training  of  the  first  Regiment  of  Dumfries  Volunteers.  On  this'occlision 
hjs^iqiMta3:j..ardorcoDipletely. revived,  and  so' successfully  -did  he-  fahor 
i7»^Jv.s,-vooatiaa,  t!:atin  :he  course  of  a  very  few  n^onths  his. associates  in 
jirma  displayed  nearly  ail  the  steadiness  and  precision  of  a  reoiuient  oi 
the  Hne— a- fact-  which  deserves  to  be  recorded,  as  equally  hotTorable  to 
tlie  iaQB,.uihqeoi eagerly  rallied  round  whatthey  believed  to  be  the  stand- 
ard.o^Yirder.ajid.  the  veteran  commander,  who  at  once  extended  tn  them 
!ll^ -'-l''-^^^H^.  ''>^:'?^^''^  .'^^P^i'^*^"<^«^'  snd  animated  them  with  a  portion  of 
-  '!'?A-^^"^-fJ.^'v  ^v^"''*^'^:^'^''?^^^  as.we  formerly  hinted,  the  auUior  of  "Tarn 
OSbahter^'uas  an  original  member;  and  we  have  even  heard  it  wiiis^ 
pered  that  the;  private,  and  field  officer,  "(the  latter  of  whom  had  a  frreat 
t)»tfnes?Jfcr  htprafurc,'and-a  ready  talent  at  versification,)  enga^red!  uii, 
known  lo^each  other,  in  a  poctieat  controversy,  which  was  ^co°iducted 
w;th;caasider.able  spirit  through  the  respectable  mediumof  this  Dumfries 
Journal.  Many  of  the  members  of  this  Regiment  still  snrvr\-e  and  to' 
mark  .thpir  regard  for  the  men^ory  of  the  deceased,  the  olftoei-s  resumed 
the  kdidinieutsso.long  laid  asi.le,  whiJe  a  party  of  the    private?^  can-ied 

'ilr  !' r  >  ^^-  '*"-  ^'^^""^  supported  by  the  Stairof  the  DuintVicsshtre  Militia; 

ill  his  pers9n,Col.  De  Pi:yst£rt  was  tall,  soldierlike,  and  commai.din< 
in  ht<r  manners,; easy,  aifabie  and  open  ;.  in  his  ciiiections,:  warm,  g'-ne}.- 
ota^and  smfcei-y  i-in'his  principles,  and  particularly"  his  political  princi- 
ples, hvm  eveii  tennfioxibility.-  No  man,  we  believe,  ever  possessed 
more^Ql.thxi.prmriiple:of  vitality..  Old  age,  which'had  silvered'  his  Imil:,' 
and;  ♦iirrpvvtni  his  cheeks,  tippeared  to  make  no'  impression-  on  '  his'inhcr' 
man.;.  ond,tiiose  wi,o  knew  him  best  declare  that  up  to  the  periofl-  of 'his 
i.liicp  ,hLS,iymd.ajJi)eared  as  active,  and  his-  intellects  as  visorou;^,  as' 
tlieywere  lif^;  years  ago.  When  the  weather  permitted  lie.stifl  took  his 
ac^uploined  exercise,  and  walked  roi  nd  ■  the  biliiard-tablo  or  bestrode 
hi.s.giganti.c;charger,  apparently  with  as  little  difticultvas  a  man  of  mid- 
<Jt^Hgv---  When  SO' mounted,  we  have  often  fancied  wq  beheld  in  him  the' 
last  r^^nnechng  Imk  between  the  old  and^  new  schools  of  militarV  men.,'  "' 
.!Lnnhe.puwer-of(h"scrhiunating  faces  and  imniediatelv  rccnrrnizimrVv-. 
f4-.y  mdivKhial  thai  lie  ever  sav/  or  cenversed  with,  few'  men,Mt  is'-^aid; ' 
posse.ss.  morH.acutt^ne-s3  than  his  pres-ent'  IMaje^tv,  an  instance  of  whirh ' 
J^'5^Vf.?^;^^?»'^^M'i'<'?f'  t*  ni<,ntion^r  Amonghis  other,  services,  the  late! 
t 'r^f-T -1  •^^■■^^'^  ^^  °"^  time  cemmanded..  the  garjison  at  PlvmoutliV' 
ana  while  diiicharguig  th^it  duty,  he  had  occasion  to  be  introduced  to  tho 
Krnico  01  .Y  ales,  thrn,  w.^.  presume,  a  very,  younr;  man.  .  Tin*  circuin., 
stanc-  his  ..lajesty  periecfiy  remembered/ and' while  couvcrsincr  with  the. 
Alar.ims-of'Queensbriry,  during  his  late  visit  to  Scotland,  ho  very  kindly 
mqOiiT?d  whether  h^  old  friend  the  Coloiier  was' still  aUve  .>  His  Lord- 
ship replied  ill  the  dllirmative,  nnd  at  ■  the  same'  time  stated'  that  nothinr>" 
-'Ut  the  ad var.ce.l age. and  growing  inhnnitie..^  of  his  spouse  prevented' 
,  "\y°^'*  :.Vi.sUing|[olyi:ood  on,  so  iuterestiog-an  occasion.  •  «nVelI;?*  said' 
»Ht^Maje,sty,  '-f  am  sorry  fbrit-^thoy  were  always-  a  lovinir,  ■  and  now 
must  be  a  truly  venerable  couple,  for  cie  of  Lh.-  oide.vt  thinL^-.s'l  remember 
i>  iuivmg  danced  Munimusk  with  Mrs.  Dr.  Piivai 
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fl781,iVOr^J/"i?£i2.     THE  MIHSlONARIEii  AT  DETROIT  ARE  TRIED  BY 
BE  PEYHTER,  THE  BRITISH  O'OVERXOR. 
The  Miesiouaries  who  were  carried    to  Detroit  had  already  beeu  there  before,  on  the 
accusation  of  Capt.  Pipe,  that  they   had  been    in    correspondence    with    the  Americans. 
They  denied  tbo  fact,  and  demanded  of   tlie  Governor  a  trial."  *  *  * 

'"Ori  their  second  visit  the  Governor,  who  was  a  worthy  man,   told  them   he  had  them 
brotight  to  Detroit  to  save  their  lives,  which  the  savages  were  determined  to  take. 

History  of  the  United  Stales.  Page  279, — By  Emma  Wdlard,  1845. 

XDr,  E.  B.  O^CALLAGUAN,  author  of  the  Documentary  History 
of  the    State  of  Nac  York,  to  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER, 

Esq.,  Pren(Ic?it  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Socictij  of  the  Citij  of  New  York. 

ARENT  SCHUYLER  DE  PEYSTER,  entered  the  British 
Army  on  the  10th  of  June,  1755.*  He  served  in  the  8^A  or  Khio-'s 
Regiment  of  Foot,  in  which  he  was  commissioned  a  Lieutenant  on 
on  the  21st  September,  1757.  I  Hnd  him  a  Captain-Lieutenant  in 
1768  ;  a  Major,  6th  May,  1777  ;  on  the  20ih  November,  1782, 
he  was  appointed  a.  Lieutenant- Colonel,  and  on  the  12th  October, 
1793,  a  Colonel  of  the  same  Regiment.  In  the  year  1795,  his 
name  disappears  from  the  Army  List — whence  I  infer  that  he 
went  on  half-pay,  or  sold  out.. 

In  Cunningham's  edition  of  Burns'  Works,  London,  8vo., 
1842,  Page  325,  it  is  stated  that  he  was,  in  1796,  Colonel  of  the 
Gentlemen  Volwitecrn,  of  Dumfries,  and  then  SO  years  of  age. 
This  would  bring  the  date  of  his  birth  to  about  1716,  (actually 
27th  June,  1736). t  The  addition  of  Schuyler  to  his  name, 
which  he  probabl}'-  borrowed  from  his  mother,  points  conclmively 
to  his  having  been  an  American.  By  examining  tlie  genealogies 
of  the  other  branches  of  your  family,  you  will  probabl}^  meet  that 
which  he  belongs  to.  (He  was  the  second  son  of  Pierre  Guil- 
LiAUME,  seventh  and  youngest  surviving  son  of  Abr.<vham,  [the 
1st,]  eldest  son  of  JoHA^^'ES  de  Petster,  the  first  of  that  name 
who  emigrated  to  New  Amsterdam.)  Cunningham  adds  that  he 
served  in  the  Colonial  Wars,  and  defended  Detroit  from  the 
united  efTbrts  of  the  Indians  and  Republicans. — {See  Note],  above. 

Detroit  was  surrendered,  in  1795,  to  the  United  States.  Col. 
A.  S.  DE  Peyster's  services,  in  that  quarter,  were,  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  between  1777  and  1790  ;  and  to  the  Histories  which 
detail  the  Military  operations  on  the  North  Western  Frontier, 
your  correspondent  (J.  W.  de  P.)  must  be  referred  for  Mr.  (Col.) 
DE  P.'s  connection  with  those  events.  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Li- 
brarian of  your  (the  N.Y.)  Historical  Society  (of  which  F.  de  Pey- 
STER,  Esq.,  is  2d  Vice-President,)  may  aid  in  this  research.  I 
forgot  to  add,  F  find  a  James  de  Peyster,  %l  Lieutenant  of  Ar- 
tillery, on  15th  June,  1780,  but  cannot  tell  whether  he  be  a  con-, 
nection  of  the  Dumfries  Colonel.  [He  was  younger  brother  of 
rny  grandfather,  and  at  one  time Lieutemint  of  the  English  Guards. 

*  See  Lines  Sl'-41,  Fac/e  7.  i   See  Zlnes  14-1 S,  Page  7. 
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On  the  19th  May,  1793,  he  was  buried  in   front  of  the  lines   of 
Meiiin,   where   he    tell  the   preceding  day. — J.   W.  de  P.  {See 

|5  James  u>;  I'eyster.  Wliile  the?c  tliiiii^a  were  carrying  on,  the  allicKl  Courts  atjreed  \o 
dWiile  tlieir  force.",  and  wliili'  the  xVustrians  undertook  the  siege  of  t^uecinoy,  his  Royal 
HighnetJS  the  Duke  uf  York,  at  the  head  of  tlie  English  troops,  aud  a  hody  i  f  Dutch  and 
Hauoveriaiiw,  advanced  and  occupied  a  camp  in  the  neighborhood  of  Menin.  *  * 
The  Frencli,  as  it  had  been  determiried,  now  became  the  aggressors,  and  liaving  attack- 
^1  Lincelles,  a  post  hiteiy  taken  and  occupied  by  command  of  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Orange,  Major  General  Lake,  with  three  Battalions,  consisting  of  the  first,  the  Cold 
stream,  and  the  third  llegiirient  of  Guards,  wan  sent  to  the  assistance  of  the  Dutch 
forces,  who  had  unfortunately  retreated  by  a  diflTereiit  road.  Notwithstanding  this  dia 
couraging  event,  and  the  evident  superiority  of  the  enemy,  an  immediate  attack  was  re- 
niilved  ujjoii.  The  English,  who  were  accordingly  formed  on  the  18th  of  August,  ad 
vanced  under  a  heavy  lire  against  a  redoubt  of  uncommon  size  and  strength,  erected 
U|K>D  a  height  in  front  of  Lincelles.  Having  tired  three  or  four  rounds,  they  cliarged 
with  bayonets,  stormed  the  works,  drove  out  the  enemy,  dispersed  tliem  after  they  had 
rallied,  and  took  about  50  prisoners  and  11  pieces  of  cannon.  Erom  the  concurring 
uwtiniony  of  the  prisoners,  it  appeared  that  the  French  had  12  Battalions  at  the  post, 
which  nniht  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  5,000  men.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Boswell,  of 
the  Coldstream,  aud  Lieutenant  uk  Plvsteu,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  were  killed. — 
[Nicholsim'a  Hhtorij  of  thr  Wars  occasioned  hy  tlie  French  Re oolution.  Chap.  VI-  VII, 
Page  85,j 

BEEKMAN   FAMILY. 

{Ses  Holgatc's  American  Gejiealogy,  Pages  6Ga86.) 

The  Albany  Arjj;tis,  July  1st,  1823. — A  Biographical  Sketch  of  VVil- 
LiAiM  Bekkjian,  a  (Jistiiiguishcd  character  in  the  Dutch  records,  may  not 
be  witliout  interest,  even  at  this  late  flay.  He  was  Licvteiianl  (rovenior 
of  the  South  River  (Delaware).  His  ancestors  had  been  respected 
for  their  talents  and  virtues,  and  had  suffered  much  persecution  for  reli- 
gion's sake.  He  was  the  son  of  Henky  Beekman  and  Maria  Band.vk- 
Tus,  (a  celebrated  name  among  the  clergy  of  the  Reformed  Church 
in  Holland,)  and  was  born  April  18th,  1613.  In  1647,  became  to  New 
Amsterdam,  by  whom  he  had  a  numerous  offspring,  and  was  appointed 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  South  River,  in  1759.  He  continued  in  that 
station  till  1664.  His  second  son,  Gerardus  Beek.^ian,  was  chosen  a 
niember  of  the  Council  in  16.S9,  under  the  English  Colonial  Government, 
and  exercised  the  powers  of  government  in  1702,  while  Col.  Schuvlek, 
the  President  of  the  Council,  was  in  England.  Henry  Beek.'Man,  an- 
other son,  was  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1691. 

The  grandfather  of  Willl-vm  Beekman  was  educated  at  the  Universi- 
ty of  Franckendfcl.  near  Heidleberg,  during  the  years  1.576-7  and '8, 
and  was.weJl  versed  in  ancient  and  modem  literature.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain protection  for  the  reformed  religion,  he  visited  the  court  of  the  Duke 
of  NewBergh,and  tliose  of  Berlin  and  London,  and  implored  the  assistance 
of  James  1st  as  P rotecteur  de  la  Foy.  Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant 
married  a  daughter  of  Willia.m  Beekjian.  Whose  son,  Henry  Beek- 
man, married  Miss  Joanna  De  Loper,*  in  the  year  1680,  a  lady  of  supe- 
rior understanding,  by  whom  he  had  four  children  :  Henry,  another  sou,- 
married  Janet  Livingston,  dau;jhter  of  Robert  Livingston  and  Mar-' 
caret  Schuyler,  his  wife.  Catharine,  his  daughter,  married  to  Jofin 
RuTSEN,  and  her  son  Jacob  married  Alida  Livingston  :  Robert  Van 
Rensselaer  married  Cornelia  Rcttsen,  the  issue  of  the  preceding 
marriafre. 
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The  posterity  of  William  Bkekma.n  formed  iiianj    ott^pr   respectable, 
couneotions,  witJi  the  families  of  the  Pit'PRVfjTRirs',  I?OTra:i:'^?/ KilrrulT^ 

TASSIvS,  l)Ui-CKi:5/CKS,:LEFFEKTS-,  iVaN'  lioENK.sV  PkoVoVy.IrS; '  Alif/KLr^'  r\tj¥'- 

Douws.  Dr.  Jacobcjs  Beekman  married  AnxN  J)oi;w  of  Albai«v(.  'i'hV-, 
worthy  and  celebrated  Fkaxcis  Adrian  VANDKiiKEMi',  of  Dldt-iiltacm-- ■ 
veld,  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  is  also  a  descendant  fronr  the  BnhK.uA^.rs. 
In  short,  the  BeeiCmaxs  may  i)c  considered' one  uf  ,tJni'iiiosil  uocirni  antl,' 
respectable  families  that  ever  migrated  from  llullaud  Lo..U)iri  ,cuuii.U:y,t 
and  they  fill  u  large  space  in  the  early    history  ol"  the'  Colanv.bf  :Ne\v ' 

Nelherlaild-    ,.  .    .        ...       .      i;:.,.!  :;..:.   /(!  I.,!!. .>-..>  t,...;  ii.-.li.l  yi-nit!  .;-:'.i  i;  .>.'i!i  ...>ul  1.'- 

*,'t^A.TiL\kiNE    LorKE,  a  Dutch    Admiral's   daughte»v   iuarr.i«d  DAvts.- 

They  had  two  aoti.s,  who  died  without  issue.      After'his  dt^ath,   she-^narv - 

ried  LIe^-ry  Bkekman,  the  Patentee.      They  had  three  children'.   '  "  ■'   '  " ' 

■  1st,  FIknuy,  married  Maiigauet  Livi.N(;STo?;,'Iijur'suiis  and  !i\  edai,kgjir'j> 

ters,  RouEKT,  IIe.xrv,  Joiix,  EmvAun,  .TEX3i'EXX£/.(jA.>ia';);,iVlAt;Lr.vaE:rv.« 

A'liuAjCatiiaria'E,  and  Hannah.  ■■  ■  >• 

.*2d,  Catiiakine.  married  Pat'LPIni.;,  of  llhinebeek.     •'i'woduUL^itHr.s'.  ■' ,'' 

;5d,  CoiiNELiA,  marncd  Livin'oston.*   Nine 'sons  iiiul"  five  .daui^ht'u'o-/' 

Their  eldest    son,  Roheut  Gilbert,   married  CATifAniNE  MrPi(|.:At)i;i.,;j. :, 

[McPiiARDis  ?]    Three  sons. 

Robert  married  Mar(;aret  tlooo.      Two   suns  and  two  daughtei'.s, 
GiLRERT,  married  Patt-^  [MARTHA'ri  f\  A^i"?." "  .T  son.s  and  3  daughters. 
y  Helen,!  their  eldest  •  daughter,   tnarried  ;SA;Ut;F.L  H-*t^E.|-  t  CATjiArtiNE 
married  John  Reaiie.  ^;    ._.    ...:     ,,,,.,/     •    ..i.,'    w,n 

.    Henrv,  married  Miss  NuTTEU.      One.  ;<uu  ;uid   ly/u  ^J.a.ughteii...  .:•   ,.:i,_| 
.Menry,  second  son  of  Cornelia  and  GiLUEia,  married  i,;., little ,rjOutUivy',%, • 

Third  son,  Jaxes,  married  a  little  country  girl^L|.ptj^\  jjQo.iaiuL  aub;..* 
"daughter.  .  '      .    •      ,  --  "   .,,  .  t  j  •.•...•, 

Fourth,  son,.  Gilbert,  married  Joy  DoRKJiLL,.  ,a  gjr.j.'.  i||.Berm.ijda.  jj 
'  Three  sons.  •  .     ,         .   ,     . , ,  ,^,.../  !   , 

Fifth  son,  Sa.muel,  drowned  atsea,  m  ithoul  isauej    .j.^j-.f  vd    •  •■ 

J3ixth  son,  [-"hilip,  died  without  issue,  at  Curracoa.,  .,,..,.j  .^.j,-.  .  .  r  =  .,ii..i|.  i 
-    Seventh  son,  Cornelie.s,  died  witliout  issue,  at  sea.  ^  f       ..;\:,;    .w  .:.■,.:■.;•.. 

Eighth  son.  John,  <]icd  without  issue.  .,,  -.■;.r  ,,,  ;,.MX!r.'' i  ••■!-':•  i  .•ir"->i>i 
"^  Ninth  son,  Willia?!,  died  at  Sparta. .     .'. '.      ■.     ."    ".     ,  ..  ;.  ;.       ..  .y  .  i.;.; 

The  eldest  daughter,  Alida,  married  Rctshn.  ..  Tw;(jf  .sons  ,and  .t^o,.: 
daughters.  '     _'    .    .;.•.         .   .  ,'  .      ,  .   •,   ,-.. 

Catharine,  married  feECKLEY.'  -,  ,., -.  ,.,, 
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Sally  married  Schuyler.  _     _ 

The  second  daughter,  Cornelia,  marriett'yAN'  Rensselaer. 


b)  vj 


Geneak'i^u,  jP  age  11 6-1.)  .      ^  ■■  ,-..     .'...'li       ..   >i    .-:■{;!):  i-  ).> 

f  My  great-grandmother. — J.  W.  pe  R  '    "  '  '      i   '■'       -V/    U,  ■i->\-\x^!H:i)  n  bi':-n::iii 

I  Claimant  of  the  Title  of  Lord  H.\kk,  and  Conv/nssarii  V/r'nem?,  at: 'V;n4  tiP'"i'  "."' 
of  O.  B.  M. Forces  ic  the  Province?.  H)«  thiucchfer  Hr:i:f;N,  (5rcmJ-daii;T}itpr  of 'l^^l:f;u•r^  ' ' 
GjLLEaT  luTisasTON-,  and  dauL'hUr  of  Koukrt  ('iiLBrjuT,  Jr.,  who  r»'.»iiief!' nr..rpf.i^r -i-' 
B«d  [or  rather  lieade]  Itook  |  Lrindiujl,  in  the  tnan^ion  now  owned  and  occupied  bv  ;...• 
my  fatber-in  law,  JoriN-  S.  Livingstcv,  E^q.,)  mirxied  my  grand- father,  ,FuKiii;Ra'--yK;| 
Peystee.  The  marriage  took  piace  in  the  very  hou.se,  wheuce,  aB  I  afcer\vrtrd,-dia-,  ../j 
covered  from  the  family  papers,  lire,  came  ID7  •wife.— J.  ■^'".' TIE  P.       ■'  t/..) 

'■.:i;n  !/;r;i 


il|3 

Third   dan^qhterJ<;ANNA     married    P^Jfi{^^.yj^.^-,p.y.HT^i»(?)T^/>PK)iWfl 

n^Mlii.'ip;  tli''vri1r.it,  (fir/dnWirt^h-iL-U.  .^       ,     •.,.,.,. ,^ 

i'(J-ATHARi'X'Ki  married  A^juAtiA.M  'VA^i'W'lcii.'  '  'f^Iireo'suVirs,  *rHKODORF''j 

Third  diiughter,  Cornelia,  in;U'rrVhf.(JEW}VK<J' 'Ht-E»Of  aV-'  'MlYiTc'i/on.V' 
aIul>V>^♦^.^^lJ^iVVrv•CiEUA.^^t)Ai^i't^K^  Hlld-'S*rKPftE.v.  "''''i''' '     ',''  ' 

.    5th,  GjLi;KKTi.tli(!d-u-;iiu;iri;i^d{ji  j;  ^v!.i  ^hhu.:!   /l-j::!  I.'.itidf      .iijViVi 

7tH;    PiERpr.,.  rii;irrit-tl'CATJiARi\NE  ;Ci,iN;p^j-N.;,.^«hr.  diy-d^,\vjj.U9fif..|jf>m^<5Y; 
[Je^'tiieti  fWa'rr'iisd  -A'ssStcvVinsoS''.'  (>^rETKRS(>',\'  '*)' '  (Jtip  son.  P(Eii|rtE.j., 

•■il!5!&,'!iiiHir2rhtet^,  €A'PliA'Rf-Se,^rifiirrc(r-J(>TifAiM  ^rnoRN.  '','''''',','. 

,{>tb.!>.itniiit}tir,;i:VijA,Rt^ARj;'r,'/iniiriUV'<l  F«i'Tni'«  sMiy-YrESAN't^.      ' ■'''  '''^''    '*■'' 

,<tu![«u;.t-.   [-SIEiWIIJ-IAM  JOHIfS02f,\JBAP.ONET.isui:nij  o.i.js  >/•> 

'J.-,;,    ij   .j,:|,r   ..-i/.-iStijicd  t/io  '^'Iudian.T(mcr,'-)  ■  ■■  !>  «iiiiiTii.  ^i  4.i'i; 
^,^^^ijur  (je/icrqJ-  oj'^ic  MiMda.^i^'-jSam-.Yo'rk,  umi  'Suii6rskmfd(?fif  - 
(jcnttrd  of  lndi(jj/,,,A[falrSj-  &:c.,  was,  born   in   Ireland,  ■aboan  the 
year]  71  i.     Ilis  uncie,  Sir  Peter  WARRf.N',  a  naval   olHccr  of 
distinguished  merit,  married  a  lady  of  New  York,"  and  purchased 
a  considerable  tract  of  co;]ntn,'"in'thdTinfGrior  of  that  Colony,  and 
induced  hini;to cqme,  to  America  to. takcohar^Qi  ,'(lfl .Ids  'aflairs, 
when  atabouL  the  age  of  ~0  j^cars.._  Johnson;  estaidlshed  his  re*-;; 
si^eacq'on  the  Mohawk,  and  applviiig  hiniaclf  to  the  studyvofxthei. 
Indmn  pharactcr  and,  laoguaoe, ;  ,§obn  ac<}uired  an;  xtsQendeooy/i 
o ver' die  lAitiye  tribes',^  'that,  lias  ne vei',  prpbably,,  been  a tu-pa«soi  Li >  i 
His  rise) n  affiiirs' was' rapid-  .  In ;1755,:  he. \yai; ■  place<i  in /«6la-,  1 ! 
inaiid';pT^  tli^e\p.o|onial  Fo^^^ 

against  tlic:'Frerich,  and'for  his  services. vvaS),preated  a  Barbucti::- 
and  received  agrant  of  =£-j,000  in  money,  \r,-A'.'  .^*  "f.  h\-, '^.  ^!*.-\-^v./v>*it» 
In  1759,,  andjn  ,17GQ,,Sir,,WrLLiA^i?s  mIlJtar\^^;pperali<^n&:;..vv:LMt.'^ 
higlily;bpncllciar  tothe  Cro\yn^  and-  he  retired;- at -the";  dose  lut'iis 
thei  renc)r'  \yar^'In  ipucli  Tavor-  .■  Hc;  had  been-able/.tot  organizeMV. 
an  J[pdl"an'  fo'ix-'e  of  1/JOOmep—Ta  greater  Duajber,  thap  ;had  evtroi 
before  been  geeii  In  arras,  dtone  time  iir  .th&.,cau6€  ipf  Englartdviii 
Sir  ,WiLx.iAM  "possessed  taletiits  as,  an  ..orator,  and  deeply  irapressw  id 
ed  tlie  Indians  with' his  powers  ,;  and; his  shrewdness  in  treaLini2r>iii 
and'deiiling.with  them  is, said  to  have, been. rernavkable.r-i  AiJ/EN')..i 
relates,; that  on  his  "receiving  frpm^  Englaad.  some  •-finely-lacediiii 
clothes,'  the  Mohawk  Chief,  Henx»ricic,  ,;  became  .posse.ssed.withi'  o 
the  desire:  of  equalling  the  Baronet  jn   the,  splendor; .of  his  ap-ini 
pajt-ei,'/and  •with  a.demure  facQ  pretended  tp^,have'.dreanned  that:  ■! 
Sir  \ViLLi4,M;djad/p.re5ented  him  - v\:ith  , a   suit  .of .  the::decoratedir.'/ 
gafnients'.;.  ..As.  fhesolecnn  hint  could  not.be-mistakf  n.or  avoid-!!>i 
ed,  the- Iri.dian  mobarch  was  ' gratified,  and  went •:aiwav:, highly:;'.' ,.' 
pleased,  with  the "  siicce^p"  gf ;  bis;  xlevic^; ; ,',-Bia(, ;.;ftla.sr! ,  for  HEaj^-:: 


my 


■  'Mia  'Svikfii^  -|9rJi>?  ep  ift"  l^si feyf  M'e^  of'  'ife'r  pi '  LXncI Ivtuf  \i/e1vii'i  1.^,)'.'"  \ 
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drick's  short-sighted  sagacity,  for  in  a  tew  days  Sir  William, 
in  turn,  had  a  dream,  to  the  cHect  that  the  Chiet  had  given  him 
several  th(nisand  acres  ot"  land.  "  The  lanil  is  yours,"  said 
Hbndrick,  "  bat  now,  Sir  William,  I  never  dream  with  you 
again — you  dream  too  hard  for  me." 

The  Baronet's  seat  was  Johnson  IlalU  JoJinstoum,  Trtfon  Coimtij, 
Niw  YorJf,  about  24  miles  from  Schenectady,  on  the  Mohawk 
River.  He  died  there  suddenly-,  11th  July,  1774,  aged  60  years. 
Owing  tohis  inlluencc,  and  that  of  his  family  connections,  there 
were  more  Loyalists,  probabh",  in  the  vjdley  of  the  Moliawk,  the 
population  considered,  than  in  any  other  section  of  the  Northern 
Colonies.  *  #  #  gjj.  William  was  uncommonly 
tall  and  well  made.  His  countenance  was  fine,  but  melancholy, 
and  he  possessed  a  remarkable  command  of  it  under  the  most 
exciting  circumstances.  Johnson  Hall  is  still  [1S4'2]  standing, 
and  is  occupied  by  Mr.  Wells.  In  Sir  William's  time  it  was 
surrounded  by  a  stone  breastwork.  The  Hall  itself  is  oi'  wood, 
but  the  wings  are  stone. — Sabine's  American  Loyalists. 


SIR  JOHN  JOHNSON, 
Knight  and  Baronet,  was  the  son  of  Sir  William  Johnson,  to 
whose  estates  and  title  he  succeeded,  and  to  whose  office  of 
Major  General  in  the  Militia  of  New  York  he  was  apj)ointed  in 
November,  1774.  The  father,  we  have  seen,  was  removed  from 
the  difficulties  which  attended  an  elevated  position  in  society  at 
the  Revolutionary  Era,  before  the  commencement  of'fiostilities  ; 
and  a  brief  notice  of  the  career  of  the  son  will  show  that  these 
difficulties  were  neither  few  nor  easily  surmounted.  The  office 
of  General  Superintendent  of  Indian  Atjairs,  on  the  death  <^f  Sir 
William,  passed  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Guy  Johnson,  (who 
married  a  daughter  of  Sir  W"illiam  Johnson,)  but  in  other  re- 
spects, the  new  Baronet  was  the  heir,  not  only  of  his  parent's 
fortune  and  honors,  but  of  his  cares,  perplexities  and  perils.  Of 
the  early  life  of  Sir  John,  not  much  appears  to  be  known;  he, 
however,  served  under  his  father,  antl  acquired  considerable 
mihtary  experience.  He  was  not  as  popular  as  Sir  William, 
being  less  social  and  less  acquainted  with  human  nature ;  and 
failed  to  secure  in  so  pre-eminent  a  degree  the  affections  of  the 
retainers  o{  Johnson  Hall,  and  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Yet  he  took 
means  to  secure  the  favor  of  the  latter.  *  *  *  His  official 
relations  and  supposed  political  sympathies  caused  a  strict 
watch  to  be  kept  upon  his  movements,  and  early  in  1776,  a  whig 
force  of  some  hundreds  under  command  of  General  Schuyler, 
was  dispatched  to  Tryon  county,  to  counteract  his  reported  de- 
signs, to  disarm  the  Lo3'ali5ts  said  to  be  embodied  there,  and  to 
obtain  satisfactory  assurances  for  the  future  good  conduct  of  the 
Baronet  and  his  friends  and  dependents.    The  General  executed 
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these  delicate  and  responsible  duties  in  a  manner  highly  satisfac- 
tory to  Congress,  and  received  a  vote   of  thanks.     Reluctant  to 
proceed  to  extremities,    he   opened    a  correspondence   with  Sir 
John,  and  proposed  an  arrangement  by  which  the  shedding  of 
blood  would  be  spared,  and  the  objects  of  his  mission  be  accom- 
plished.    After  some  modification   of  the  original  terms,  an  ac- 
commodation was  effected,  by    which  Sir  John  stipulated  to  a 
pacific  line  of  conduct,  and  to  remain  within  certain  prescribed 
limits,  on  his  parole  of  honor.     For  some   unexplained    reason, 
(no  doubt  the  outrages,  insubordination  or  menacing  movements 
of  the  Patriot  [.'^'j  levies  afforded    ample  justification    even  w^ere 
the  charge  true)  this  agreement  was  soon  violated,  and  the  whias 
attempted  to  secure  the  Baronet's  person.       Sir  John,   learning 
of  this  intention,  hastily  secured  his    most  valuable   effects  and 
fled  to  the  woods  with  about  700  followers,  determined  to  pro- 
ceed to  Canada.     After  enduring  almost  every  imaginable  hard- 
ship and  deprivation,  he  and  the  principal  part  of  his  associates 
arrived  at  Montreal.     He  was  soon  commissioned  a  Colmiel,  and 
raised  two  Battalions  of  Loyalists,  who  bore    the  designation  of 
the  Royal  Greens,  (in  one   of  which    Stephen  Watts  was  Ma- 
jor).    \_See  Note  2,  Page  2.]     Watts'  Battalion,  however,  was 
.often  styled  the  Royal  New  Yorkers.)     From  the  time  of  origin- 
ating this  corps,  he  became  one  of  tiie  most  active  and  one  of  the 
bitterest  foes  that  the  vvhigs  encountered  during  the  contest — so 
true  is  it,  as  was  said  by  the  wise  man  of  Israel,  that  a  "brother 
offended  is  harder  to  be  won  than  a  strong  city;  and  their  con- 
tentions are  like  the  bars  of  a  castle."     Sir  John  was  in  several 
regular  and  fairly  conducted  battles.     He  invested  Fort  Stanwix 
in  1777,  and  defeated   the   brave  General  Herkimer  ;  and,  in 
1780,  was  himself  defeated  by  General  Van   Rensselaer  at 
Fox's  Mills.     In  predatory  enterprises,  the  Royal  Greens  enjoy 
an  infamous  [a  Loyalist  would  say  famous]  celebrity.     *     *"    * 
In  the   flight   of  the    Baronet  from  the  Hall,   in  1776,  Lady 
Johnson,  and  the  family  papers,  plate,  and  bible,  were    left  be-  • 
hind.     An  incident  with  regard  to  each,  will  show  the  state  and 
necessities  of  the  times.    Her  Ladyship, who  was  Mary  Watts,* 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  daughter  of  Honorable  John  Watts, t 
a  Member  of  the  Council  of  the  Colony,   and    sister  of  the  late 
venerable  John  Watts,  i  who   died  in  September,   1836,   was 
removed  to  Albany,  where  it  was    designed  by  the  local  whig 
authorities  that  she  should  be  detained  as  a  kind  of  hostage  for 
the  good  conduct  of  her  husband. 


*  My  grand  aunt.    [See  Ttxt.  laat  line,  parje  1.) — J,  W.  de  P. 

f  My  groat  i^randfatlier. — (!<ec  Xote  \,Page  1). — J.  W.  dk  F. 

X  My  graudlatliLT,  to  whom  I  am  indebt.'d  for  all  tlio  earthly  hh^-^singa  I  enjoy — a 
geuth;iDaii  uf  the  old  school,  ■whose  independence  was  iiutaintfed  by  any  of  the  meanneaj 
and  illiberality  of  the  present  day,aud  whoi^e philanthropy  prompted  him  to  noble  acts, 
known  only  to  his  Maker  a!)d  his  family — "of  lirhom  the  world"  of  ps>puilopatrioti«m 
'was  not  worthy."    \_See  J'ext,  .'.nl  Ihif  t>«iH  i:fiftf,m,  rjage  1.] — J.    W.  or  P. 
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-M'Sher solicited •  the.  Oommander-in-Chief ^'tb'telea'^e  bet,' 'Btji; 
(W^^HixGTON  deciinetl 'to  interfere.-  Lady -Johnson  posst^M 
vucch  bmuty,MvAersta.ndmg,-.and^'^vimcitf.  -  Ii^f-'i}lmjfi(l''lLurndf  es- 
hileratcd  the  icAolc.  honseho(d.l''^-^'^^-'-^-y  ''^^'^'^''--  ^i'-  '•)*.'.  ■-■<;ok!  i)i:;.  //iiuL 
-iiiThe:  papers  were  buried  in  animh  chest,  a\id-in'i778,Ge'rief;U 
Haldimand,  at.  the:  request  of-Sir  Joh??;  sertta  parf5^  of  rnf*h'i>S 
carry,  them  away-  ■  On  taldne  them  up  fhey^  Avete-  found  to  hr^ 
niould}',  rotten,  :and  illegible,  in  ■:consequence-of 'the  damphes'.-i 
which  had  been  .admitted  thronirh  the  open -joints  of  the  chest;-  ' 
,.j:-l-Q recover. thesilver,  the  Baronet, in  l780»'  W€-nf  to  Johnstown 
himself..  V  It  was  found  wherea  faithful  slave'  hdd  buried  *it,hnrT 
vyas  transferred  to  the  knapsacks- of  about- "forty  soldiers,  xvlib 
took,  it  to  Montreal.'  T he  devotion  ol"  the  slave  is'  -worthy  of  te- 
fnembrauce.  lie  had  long  lived  with  Sir  Joh-v^s  ' father,-  wlk/ 
was,  SQ  much  attached  to  himv  that  he  cnuseddiitti^to-  he  baptized 
by  ..his  own  name — William;;  Wlien  the  estate  was  confiscated 
by, the  Provincial  Congrc.^3  of  New  York,  William' farmed 'a  pari 
of  .it,.andwas  sold;;.but  tinally,  by  a  re-purchtise  or  otherwise^; 
returned  to  the  Baronet's  family,:  'While  he-mmainetl'- with  'Hi.^- 
purchaser,  who  was  a  whig,  he  never  gave  •  "the  le^st'  hini  tts  iW 
the  valuables  of  Sir  Jonx,  thmrgh  he  Iiad-secreted  them  all.   -i  -'  f 

^..The  family  bible  wasscJd  with  ■■the  furhiture,^  by^  a(jci:inri;fif 
Fort  Hunter.  ;  John  Tatlof.,  late  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Ne\V- 
York, -was  the  purchaser;  of  the  sacred  volume;  nvhb,  ■  oh  'dlscoV-' 
ering  it  contained  the  Family  :RecOrd/^ wrote  ■  fe-  ci\Tl  tiote^  16  'Sir' 
JoHN,:ollering  to  restore  it.  ■  Some  time  afterwards,-  a  messenc^er ' 
from  the  Baronet  calleil  lor  the  bible,  but  did  •  hiV^ errand' i^' a' 
manner -rude^  and . ottensive.  -'-^I: -have -come,-'  'Said-  h^,-  fi^Sir'- 
John's  bible-— and  there. are  tour  gnineas  which  k  cost  !''• 'Ofi' 
being  asked  what  .word  Sir  John  had  sent,hefeplied  r  "ToWiiV' 
tour  guineas,,  and.  take  the  bf»ok  !'^  (nntmey  'saVs  ryr/e^"of  the'' 
tamily,  who  is  cognizant  of  tlie  ficts.)^  •  '.^■■l-  '^o^i  ":j  ';t.i"uij;iia  m: 
^.  Soon  after  the  close  of  theconiest;  Sir  JoWn  Johnso:^  Avcnt'to 
England,  but  returned  in  17.S5,  and  established  his  'residence  ^i^i^' 
Canada.  ;  He  was  appointed  SHfcrhif^rndmlGmeral  a?uf  Tns]>n-fd')''^ 
General  of  Indimi  Ajjairs  in  British  North  America,  ^ and  retained'' 
that  office  until  his  decease;  and  tor  several-  years  iiewas  also" 
a  Member  of  tlie  Legislative  Council  of  Canada. 'i-^''^  \-i\iii-iih  r. 

:,To  compen&uehim  for  his  losses,  the  Brittsh-^Av'tJi^hW^nf' 
made  hmi  several  grants  of  land.  Hcdied  of  old  ai>e,  at  the  fesi-" 
dence*  of  Mrs.  Bowes^t  his  daughter,  at  Montreal,'in  l.^oO;'  ^&ed'' 
88 years — and  was  succeeded  by  his  sori,^Sir  Adam  GorSoA'''' 
Johnson.  


J!x  St  ?i  E,       o ,     VT  ■    DE    X.-  .-.-  J*  .,*' 

c,  ■:.    .a..:  ..!  .n.A  I'.i'l ■'■■i    _-i.-:<;.i!is;-.f.}..^'nlV,'  l-:;.:,-jj^-  i)t-;i-^-i.q  ;>:i!    i  .  / /vVi-lilli  hot! 

ff-Mra.  Bowis,  named  Oirnmmr  Mar'ia,  Vas  ti'p  ^er-omf  d3.i\iA\X(-r' oi'kir  Jou.vibel"'^ 
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It  is  thought  that  he  was  a  conscientious  Loyalist;  and  this 
may  be  allowed.  He  lived  in  a  style  of  luxury  and  splendor, 
which  few  country  gentlemen  in  America  possessed  the  means 
to  support.  His  domains  were  as  large  and  as  fair  as  those  of 
any  Colonist  of  his  time,  the  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax  only  except- 
ed ;  and  no  American  hazarded  more,  probably,  in  the  cause  of 
the  Crown.  Faithfulness  to  duty  is  never  a  crime  ;  a?id  if  he  sacri- 
ficed his  home^  his  fortune,  and  his  country,  for  his  princijdes,  he 
deserves  admiration.  But  all  approbation  of  his  course  during 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  must  end  here.  The  conduct  of  the 
whigs  towards  him  may  have  been  harsh,  and,  in  the  beginning, 
too  harsh  for  his  offenses.  [Anti-Rentism  is  a  pretty  good  criterion 
of  what  our  law-loving  citizens  are  capable  of  when  they  get  an  op- 
foi'tunity.']  There  may  be  rapm  to  doubt,  whether,  prior  to  the 
arrangement  with  General  Schuyler,  he  did  more  than  any 
zealous,  loyal  gentleman  would  consider  he  was  bound  to  do,  to 
put  down  the  disloyal  proceedings  in  his  neighborhood,  and  at 
his  very  door.  The  charges  found  against  him,  in  the  docu- 
ments of  the  day,  may,  in  some  particulars,  be  false,  or  highly 
colored.  And,  to  allow  to  him  all  the  points  of  defence  which 
can  be  claimed  or  urged,  it  may  be  conceded  that  the  Loyalists 
.had  as  much  money  at  stake  as  the  whigs,  and  that  the  one  par- 
ty had  the  same  right  to  appear  in  arms  as  the  other.  And  it 
may  be  admitted  in  his  behalf,  that  though  Sir  John  pledged 
himself  to  remain  neutral  upon  his  parole  of  honor,  yet,  that  as 
a  friend  of  existing  institutions,  he  might  freely  break  his  faith- 
with  rebels.*     But  there   still   remains  unanswered    the  very 


beloved  cousin  of  my  revered  aunt,  E.  W.  L.  The  following  obituary  notice  is  from 
an  English  paper: 

-On  the  6th  ult.,  [ ]  at  Anglesey,   near  Gosport,  CATHARINE  MARIA 

BOWES,  ■widow  of  the  late  Major  General  Bowes,  (who  was  killed  at  the  storming  of 
Salamanca,*)  and  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Johx  Johnson,  Bart.,  who  fahlifully  nerved 
his  country  through  the  whole  of  the  American  Revolutionarif  War,  at  the  sacrifice 
of  a  princely  property,  and  died  in  Canada,  holding  the  appoirdment  of  Superin- 
tendent and  Inspector  General  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  Jariuary,  1830." 


•Gronnd  was  broken  [before  Salamanca]  on  the  nieht  of  the  17th  [Jnne,  1812,]  and  oiv  the  19th,  the 
fnns  opesed  fire.  I'ntorinnately,  tlie  ammunition  became  exhausted  before  the  breach  was  rendered  prac- 
ticable, and  Lord  Wei.linotos  determined  on  an  attempt  at  escalade.  In  ib'ii  unfortnnate  atlacfc,  .Major 
General  Bowks  and  l;;Umen  fell.  The  conduct  of  this  gaUantojiicer  hadbfn,  on  all  occasions,  con- 
tpiceuous.  Jn  lending  onthe  storming  party  he  rererred  n  icound,  which  was  no  sooner  dressed  than 
ke  returned  to  the  -post  of  hunor,  and  died  glvriously  mthr,  service  of  his  country.  The  monument 
of  a  soldier  can  bear  no  prouder  epitaph  than  the  record  of  such  facts.— (.Annals  of  tlie  Peninsular 
Campaigns,  PageU9,  f'ol.  III.) 
tt 

♦This  i.^  an  abominable  doctrine,  Jesuitical,  unchristian  ;  but  I  know,  from  sad  expe- 
rience and  pecuniary  loss,  to  what  extent  a  high-spirited  gentleman  can  be  exasperated 
and  injured  by  insults  and  outrages, conceived  and  executed  with  a  cowardly  malignity, 
for  the  mere  gratification  of  the  hasest  passions,  where  the  law  is  perverted  or  impo- 
tent for  their  prevention.  Let  a  person  reside  near  an  anti-rent  population  and  be  cog- 
nizaat  of  their  operations,  and  he  will  perceive  at  once  ho-s^  easily  a  dignified  and  hon- 
orable man  could  be  forced  to  take  up  arms  for  self-defence,  and  yet  have  no  proofs  of 
the  complicity  and  guilt  of  hia  neighbors.  I  can  easily  conceiye  how  and  why,  unre- 
tlrained  by  religious  feelings,  a  Hyalist  leader  could  inflict  summary  vengeance  on 
his  persecutor-*. — J.  W.  ue  P. 
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grave  question,  whether,  as  a  civilized  man,  he  was    not  bound 
to  observe  the  rules  of  civilized  warfare.t 

His  eldest  son,  Colonel  William  Johnson,  Inspecting  Field 
Ojjlccr  ufthaMditia  of  Canada.,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  His  .Nia- 
jesty's  ;2Sth  Regiment  of  Foot,  died  at  Montreal  in  1812,  aged 
37  years. 


f  Who  shall  sit  in  jud^'mi-ut  uii  .1  loyalist.whu,  smarting  under  his  wrongs,  drivut.  luri.'i 
from  hi3  hereditary  possessions,  traduced,  lobbed,  insulted,  remained  fuithrnl  to  hi.-*  kiiiij 
and  principleci.  Th^  whij^s,  their  descendant?,  political  writers,  in  fact,  hi:*  n(>p(,nt-i.i= 
and  their  friends; — tiie  decision  of  .such  oouid  oniy  be  a  mockery  of  justice.  Tin;  same 
spirit  that  induced  an  insubordinate  taiiitia  to  style  the  gallant  old  llKaKiMEii,  \*hi. 
sealed  his  truth  with  his  blood,  a  <ow.\ri)  and  a  torv,  the  same  mhax  vankke  sj  i. it 
that  compassed  the  substitntion  of  a  Gates  !  for  a  Sciiuylkr,  to  gratify  its  ifuli?*>i  • 
pline  and  prejudices;  th:U  same  impatience  of  control  that  rendered  abortive  the  vXer 
tioDS  of  an  I'^ard,*  was  and  ever  will  be  incapable  of  appreciating  liui  high  souled 
conduct  of  a  soldier  true  to  his  conscience,  tru<*  to  his  kindred  and  dependentrf.  true  lu 
his  sovereign,  his  own  and  his  father's  benefactor. 

•  RALPH  iy.~iRD.MBj(ir  Otittral  in   t/ie  United  States  jlrmj    in  the  la-tt  war  icith  Ku gland -^ 
mv  mother's  cousin.      J.  IV.  tie  P. 

EOSEHILL  FART£ 

In  the  26th  Geo.  II.  Partition  took  place  (by  writ)  between 
Gerardus  Stuyvesant  and  Anna  Pritchard,  his  sister, 
(William  Jamison  beii^g  at  that  time  Sheriff  of  the  City 
and  County  of  New  York,  the  Hon.  James  De  Lancky,  Chief 
Justice  ql'  the  Siqa-emc  Court,  afterwards  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
Acting  Governor,)  wliereupon  the  Tract  of  Land — at  the  Bower}^ 
in  the  Out-Ward  of  the  City  of  New  York — Bounded,  &c., 
according  to  the  Inquisition,  fell  to  the  share  of  Anna  Prltch- 
ard,  in  severality,  as  per  map — a  copy  of  which  and  the  papers 
relating  thereto  llled  in  Court,  April  20th,  1742,  are  in  the  posses- 
sion of  J.  Watts  de  Peystcr.  {See  Old  Farm  maj),  pages  379-S4, 
Plots  Nos.  65,  66.    Vnlcntineh  Histoiij  of  New  Yorh.) 

June  24th,  1746,  Anna  Pritchard  conveyed  this  farm, 
containing  131  acres,  Z  roods  and  15  perches,  to 
Hon.  James  De  Lancey,  who  in  turn  released  it,  13tb 
November,  1747,  to  Hon.  John  Watts,  Senior,  who  drew  up 
the  Genealogical  Sketch,  Pages  1  a  6,  and  whose  estate,  as  a 
punishment  for  his  conscientiousness  and  loyalty,  was,  in  October, 
1771),  confiscated  for  the  benefit  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  New- 
York.  This  was  that  Rosehill  Farm  or  JNIanor  which  gave  its 
name  to  a  large  portion  of  the  present  ISth  Ward  of  the  City  of 
New  York.   {See  Note  3,  Page  2.) 

On  the  1st  July,  17S4,  Isaac  Stoutenburgh  and  Philip  Van 
Courtlandt,  Commissioners  of  Forfeitures  for  the  Southern  Dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  New  York,  conveyed  to  Robert  and  John 
Watts,  sons  of  Hon.  John  Watts,  Senior,  the  most  valuable  part 
of  tVie  forfeited  inrmisex,  being  that  part  bounded,  about,  ,by 
Broadway  and  the  Old  Post  Road  to  Boston,  partly  absorbed  in 
Madison  Square  on  the  west,  27th  or  28th  street  on  the  north, 
Lexinsrton  and  3l]i  Avenues  on  the  east,   and  21st  street   on  the 
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fouth.  On  the  20rh  February,  1786,  Robert  released  his  un- 
flivided  half  of  the  same  to  Hon.  John  Watts,  Recorder  of  the 
City  of  i\e\v  York  in  1774,  :ti  the  age  of  25  years  ;*  and  Speaker 
ot  the  Assembly  of  the  State  ol"  iNew  York,  Januiiry  5,  1791  to 
January  7,  1794;  and  First  Judge  of  Westchester  County  in 
1803.  In  this  locality  stood  the  country  mansion  of  the  last 
named  gentleman,  until  destroyed  by  lire — a  calamity  which 
had  already  befallen  his  previous  abode  in  Pearl-street.  His 
town  house  was  No,  3  Broadway,  west  side,  opposite  the  Bow- 
ling Green,  to  which  he  removed  from  Beaver-street,  where  he 
owned  aiid  occupied  the  extensive  mansion,  afterward  leased  by 
Rev.  Townsenil  Huddard  as  a  Boarding  School — his  stable 
having  been  changed  into  recitation  rooms,  and  the  garden,  &c., 
into  a  Gymnasium. 

*[n  Ihe  fxcrci.^o  of  bis  otlicial  'lutieH  ii»;  was  intcmiptciJ  by  the  Revolutiouary  War. 
duiiriij  whioli  jHTitwl  tlieri.'  are  do  M'lnioipal  ReoTfU.  He  w:is  the  first  President  of 
the  New  Yi.rk  City  Hospital,  iinil  held  h'-  >  t^ce  fn«in  1770  to  1781  (U  years) — 
ooe  of  the  fniiiui.^rs  of  the  >fi\v  York  City  Di-iKTjsary — iifterwards,  until  his  death,  its 
pre-iih^nt— mil  '^avo  about  si.Onu.ijiHi  to  tui}iui  the  Leakk  and  Watts  Orphan  House. 
oo  calleil  hfcausc  Ihw  mcana  \vhert'T\if}i  it  wa?  endowed  were  bequeathed  to  his  win 
RoBEKT  Watts,  oh  ai=vijiniiitr  the  tianie  <,f  Leakk,  [that  of  the  Dcvi.ior.  JoiiN  (}.  Leakx,]. 
who,  djin^  intestate,  liis  fatlier — my  grandfather — inherited,  and  tmde  such  a  noble  use 
of  the  eiioiu-y. — J.  W.  uk  P.  ** 

NO.  3,  BROADWAY,- 
TkeRciidcnccof  theHon.JOHN   WATTS  for  the  last  ^i^  years 

of  Ids  Life. 
Blandina  Bayard, t  by  her  will  dated  25th  September,  1702, 
devised  the  property,  now  known  as  Nos.  1  and  3  Broadway, 
to  her  son  Petrus  Bayard,  and  daughter  Sarah.  The  said  Petrus 
'Bayard,  by  will,  bequeathed  his  interest  therein  to  his  son,  Pe- 
trus (2d)  Bayard,  whose  widow  and  devisee.  Eve,  subse- 
quently, by  due  course  of  law,  became  vested  with  the  exclusive 
possession  of  the  hereinbefore  mentioned  premises,  which  she, 
7lh,  Sih  June,  1745,  conveyed   to  Hon.  Archibald  Kennedy,? 

*The  waters  of  the  bay  wa^ed  the  foot  of  the  garden  in  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
which  were  studded  with  trees,  several  of  giijantic  size.  Greenwich  and  West  streets 
are  both  made  srround.  I  have  heard  the  eider  meuabers  of  the  family  say  that  the  salt 
spray,  driven  by  a  smart  breeze,  had  often  forced  iheiu  to  quit  the  piazza. — J.  W.dkP. 

t  She  must  have  been  the  widow  of  Balthazer  Bayard,  who  established  his  residence 
on  the  west  side  of  tiie  Broadway,  opposite  the  Bowling  Green.  {See  Page  22y, 
Valentine's  History  of  NfAO  York.)     J.  W.  de  P. 

X  This  Archibald  Kennedy  bui;:  No.  3  Broadway — his  seats  in  Scotland  were  Cul- 
lean  .(Cuslean  ?)  Cassiiia,  and  Newark  Castles. 

*  *  *  * 

The  family  of  Kexxkdy  yields  to  few  of  its  native  country  (Scotland)  in  the  splendor 
und  antiquity  of  its  descent.  So  far  back  as  the  XJTth  century,  Duncan  de  Carrick  en- 
joyed extensive  estates  in  the  county  of  Ayr,  and  was  a  personage  of  great  influence  and 
power.  *  *  *  * 


20 

Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  who  married  Anne,  eldest 
daughter  of  Hon.  John  Watts,  author  of  the  GENEALO- 
GICAL SKETCH,  Pages  1,  et  seq.,  and  succeeded  to  the 
Earldom  of  Cassilis  ;  whose  son  was  advanced  to  the 
Marquisate  of  Ailsa.  Mr.  Kennedy  died,  and  left  the  premises, 
of  which  No.  1,  was  the  residence  both  of  the  Royal  and  Ameri- 
can Commandants  of  the  City,  and  No.  3,§  the  Adjutant  Gener- 
al's Office,  Post  Office,  &c.,  the  slits  for  letters  remaining  in 
the  parlor  doors  to  the  present  day,  to  his  daughter  Catharine, 
who  married  Jonathan  Mallet,  and  both  conveyed  them, 
23d  October,  1767,  to  Henry  White  and  James  Duane,  Esqrs., 
in  trust.  The  said  Trustees,  on  1st,  2d  December,  reconveyed 
the  premises  to  Jonathan  Mallet  and  wife,  who  (Jonathan)  to- 
gether with  his  children,  (his  wife  being  now  dead,)  Thomas, 
Anne,  and  Catharine,  coaveyed  it  to  Hon.  John  Waits,  on 
the  25th  June,  1752. 

OMISSION: 

Beino-  Note  respecting  Mrs.  MARGARET  LEAKE,  11th  line 
from  top,  Page  1. 
She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  fiiy  great-grandfather,  and 
lost  her  husband  a  few  years  after  her  marriage.  The  portrait, 
of  an  only  child,  a  lovely  boy,  who  lived  but  a  shoit  period,  said 
to  be  by  Sir  Thomas  Lawrence,  hangs  on  my  library  wall.  It  is 
a  charming,  life-like  picture,  of  one  whose  features  were  repeat- 
ed in  two  of  my  children  while  infants.  It  is  strange  how  the 
distinctive  marks  of  race  endure  and  reappear  in  the  most  start- 
\m^  manner  after  long  intervals  and  in  remote  branches. 

°  J.   W.   DE  P. 

ARCiiiBAtD  Kexxedt,  (mv  mother'8  cousin,)  K.  T.,  l"2tb  Earl,  who  was  advanced  to  a 
Marquisate  in  September,  I'SSI,  and  is  the  present  Marquis  of  Ailsa*  Hii  Lordship 
wedded,  1st  June,  1705,  Margaret,  second  daughter  of  John  Erskine,  Esq.,  of  Dun,  in 
the  county  of  An^ns,  and  has  had  issue, — 

Archibald,  Earl  of  Cassilis,  who  married,  in  1814,  Ele.\.voe,  only  daughter  and 
heiress  of  John  Allardyce,  Esq.,  of  Dunotta,  and  died  in  1832,  leaving  several  children 
by  his  lady,  who  died  in  the  same  year  ; 

JoHX,  who  assumed, as  stated  below,  the  surname  of  Erskine,   and  wedded  the  Lady 
AcGUaTA,  daughter  of  tne  King— [William  IV,]     He  died  at  Pisa,  in  Tuscany. 
*  *  *  * 

Lady  Augusta  Kexxedt  Erskixe,  is  the  4th  daughterof  his  Majeaty,  William  FV'th, 
and  the  widow  of  the  Hon.  John  Kennedy,  {'2d  son  of  the  present  Marquis  of  Ailsa,)  who 
assumed  the  additional  surname  and  arms  of  Eeskjne,  upon  inheriting  the  esiates  of  his 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Erskine,  E-q,,  of  Dun,  in  the  county  of  Angus. — {TTie  Edq 
lish  Annual,  for  1834,   pages  124-7) 

Her  likeness,  presented  therein,  ia  that  of  a  fine,  noble  looking  person,  reBembling 
somewhat  my  mother's  cousin,  Mrs.  General  Bcw-es.    J.  W.  de  P. 

•  WTitn  my  eranrlfatker  was  last  in  Ensland,  he  passedsome  time  with  him  at  his  quiet  hi'Je  dttmnin. 
St.  ^targarets,  It/a'ik.on  the  Thumes,  near  Richmund.  Hiiicc  thtn,  otner  membtrs  cj  lUe  jamiiy 
hare  been  at  his  re.udence  in  London,  iVhiiehall  Oardtns.      J.   »'.  de  P. 

%  Benedict  Arnold  resided  in  this  mansion  after  his  lamentable  treason,   and    was   al- 
ways accustomed  to  repair  to  the  garden  about  midnight,  before   retiring  to  bed.     This 
.  circumstance  nearly  led  to  his  capture  by  Sergeant  Campe.    {See  Lossing's  Pictorial 
riellBook  of  the  Revolution,  Pa^ts  203-9.  Vd.  II.)     J.  W.  de  P. 
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De  Peyster  Genealogical  Reference, 

Compiled  from  llie  FAMILY  RECORDS  and  oihcr  Authorities, 
(ivith  additional  and  interesting  infcnnatiuu  relating  thereto,) 
Prepared  and  printed  for  the  use  of  his  Relatives  nvd  Connexions, 
By    J.    WATTS    DE    PEYSTKR. 

SNAKE  POINT,  (TIVOLI,)  Dutchess  Comity,  29th  May,  1854- 


abbreviations: 
E.  OL,  signifies,  wherever  it  'occurs,    New  York  Historical   Collections,  First  Series, 
Vol.  /.  '  • 

V.  M,    Valentine's  Mamwl  of  the  C<yinmon  Council  of  New   York. 
V.  U.  N.   Y.,    Valentine's  Bistortj  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
S.  A    L.,  Sabine's  American  Loyalists. 
S.  H.  N.   Y,  Smith's  History  of  New   York. 


JOHANNES,   1st.  (a) 

Espoused  Cornelia  Lutters,  [Lubberts  ?]  (H.  C,  resided 
after  her  husband's  death,  east  side  of  Broad-street,)  17th 
December,  1651,  —  both  born  in  Hcerlem,  (Holland).  His 
ancestors  were  originally  from  France,  whence  they  fied  to 
Holland  during  the  religious  persecutions  of  Charles  IX  against 
his  Protestant  subjects.  ^ 

JOHANNES  was  the  first  of  the  family  who  came  to  America. 
He  was  successively  Schepen,  (b)  1655-65  ;  Alderman,  1666-73  ; 
Buro-omaster,  1673  ;  Alderman,  1676  ;  and  Deputy  Mayor,  1677, 
of  the  City  of  New  York;  and  appointed  Mayor,  15th  October, 
1677,  which  last  office  he  declined  accepting,  from  his  imperfect 
acquaintance  with  the  English  language.  He  was  one  of  the 
wealthiest,  most  influential  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  city  of 
New  Amsterdam.  [H.  C,  (V.  M.,)  &c.]  He  had  issue,  7  sons* 
and  2  daughters  :  t 

*  1,  ABRAHAM.     [5ee  succeeding  pages.'] 

*2,  Johannes,  (1st,)  baptized  3rd  August,  1653 — no  issue. 

*3,  Johannes,  (2d,)  ♦'       7th  October,  1654— *♦ 

tl,  Maria,  "       7th  September,  1660,  espoused 


(a)  Johannes  de  Petstze,  a  merchant  of  wealth  and  respectability,  had  long  been 
established  in  business  at  this  place.  He  subsequently  purchased  property  on  tlie  pa^t 
side  of  Broadistreet.  above  the  present  South  William  street.  He  held  various  uffices 
In  the  Magistracy  and  the  Church,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  a  loni;  line  of  det-cendants*, 
distin^isbed  for  their  public  spirit  and  activity  in  the  affairs  of  the  city.  In  1S77,  he 
was  appointed  Deputy  Mayor  [Mayor],  but  finding  bis  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage inadequate  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties,  he  resigned  his  place.  After 
a  long  life  ol  activity  and  usefulness  he  died,  previous  to  the  year  1686,  leaving  his 
widow,  Cornelia,  who  survived  him  many  years,  and  several  children,  two  of  whom, 
Abraham  and  Johannes,  afterwards  filled  the  Mayoralty  Chair  of  this  city.  (V.  H.  2f.Y.) 

(b)  so  he  pen,  {Echevin,  [French,]  ) — Sheriff,  Aldennan,  or  -Judge,  according  to 
locality. 
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Ist,  Pauhis  Schrick,  (whose  dwelling,  in  1686,  was  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Hecrcn-grachl,  (Broad-street,)  (H.  C.,) — no  issue  ; 
2d,  John  Sprat — issue,  ]  son  and  3  daughters  ;  3d,  Barid  Pru- 
voost,  (c) — no  issue.  One  ot"  her  daughters,  by  Mr.  John  Sprat, 
married  James  Alexander, \  lather  otXo/(/  Sterlhig,  (d)  eventually  a 
Major  General,  of  distinguished  abilities  and  reputation  in  the 
Revolutionary  Army. 

♦4,  Isaac,  born  and  baptized  April  I6th,  ]662,  espoused 
Mary  Van  Ba ten — issue,  5  sons  and  4  daughters.  For  many 
years  this  gentleman  was  a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Legisla- 
ture and  of  the  Corporation,  (Assistant  Alderman  of  the  South 
Ward,  1730-34,  [V.  M.,]  )    of  ihe  City  of  New  York. 

*5,  Jacob,  born  baptized  23d  December,  1663 — no 

issue. 

*6,  Johannes  3rd,  (g)  born  21st  and  baptized  22d  Sept.  1666  ; 
espoused,  10th  October,  1688,  at  Albany,  Anna  Bancker.  He 
was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York,  3698-9,  (previously  Asses- 
sor, 1692-3,  and  Assistant  Alderman,  1694-6,  of  the  Dock  Ward,) 
and  a  prominent  Member  of  the  Provincial  Legislature,  sitting 
as  Chairman  of  several  Committees,  in  1699,  &c.,  &c.  About 
1710,  he  visited  his  relatives,  settled  in  ditTerent  places,  in  Hol- 
Ignd.     Issue,  7  sons  and  5  dau2:hfers. 

^>p  ['Sfe  mtccredlng  I'agrs.^ 

*7,  Cornelius,  baptizerl  4th  October,  1673  ;  espoused  Mary 
Bancher,  20th  September,  1694.     Issue,  1  son  and  6  daughters. 

f  Member  of  the  King's  CouDcil. 

(c)  David  Provoost,  Mayor  in  1699,  was  a  son  of  David  Provo<ist,  ono  of  ttie  onrliest 
pcttlers  in  this  city,  [some  account  of  whom  is  ^iven  at  (d),  immediately  hereafter].  Thp 
euhjt'ct  of  this  sketch  commenced  trade  as  a  merchant,  about  th^  year  166G.  He  mar- 
ried a  daught^ir  of  Johaxnes  r>K  Peyster,  an  eminent  merchant,'  and  for  many  years 
held  a  conspicuous  position  among  his   fellow  citizens.     [V.  H.  N.  Y.l 

(n)  David  Provoost,  was  in  the  pervice  of  the  Company  in  this  city  from  an  earlv 
period,  and  in  IGoS  acted  a3  Commissary  of  Provisions.  He  w.as  afterward  placed  in 
charge  of  the  establishment  at  Fort  Goo<l  Hope,  or  Xew  Haven,  where,  in  T64ri,  he  was 
en?asred  in  altercation  (in  fact,  defending  the  rights  of  his  superiors  against  the  suhtletv 
and  covetou'ness  of  the  Yankees.)  with  the  Enslish  settlers.  He  was  the  ori^innl 
l?rantce,  in  16S9,  of  a  considerable  parcel  of  land  on  the  present  west  side  of  Pearl, 
otreet.  near  Fulton  street,  where  he  resided  for  some  time,  and  afterward  removed  to 
IxnjT  Island.     He  died  in  the  3^ear  1656.     [V.  H.  N.  Y.] 

(e)  WiLLiAii  Alexander,  Karl  of  Sterlinrj,  {Stirling,)  born  in  New  York,  in  1726, 
appointed  Brigadier  General  in  the  Continental  Army,  Ist  March,  1776  ;  promoted 
(from  the  State  of  New  Jersey)  to  a  Major  Generalcy,  19tb  February,  1777-,  and  died 
in  service,  at  Albany,  15th  January,  1783.  ("See  Note  respecting  Ai,exa?*dkr  FA^ULT. 
hereafter.)     {Gardner's  Dirtionaru  of  the  Army  of  the   United  Stntex.  Pagea  603-4.) 

(o)  JoH.\>\Es  DE  Petster,  Mayor  of  New  York,  in  1698,  was  the  son  of  an  eminent 
merchant  of  the  same  name,  who  had  been  amon^  the  earliest  aod  most  prominent 
citizens  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  married  a  daughter  of 
Gkrrit  Banckkr,  of  Albany.    He  died  abont  the  year  1719.    (V.HJN'.Y.) 
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Again  married  to  Cornelia  .  (* )     Issue,  5  daughters.     He 

was  many  years  in  the  Corporation  of  New  York  (Assistant  Al- 
Jemttwofthe  South  Ward,  1703-7,  1709-19,  [V.  M.]  )  ;  the  first 
Chamberlain  of  that  city  who  was  appointed  to  and  held  that  of- 
tice,  and  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  of  Foot  in  the  Regiment  of 
which  his  eldest  brother  Abruham  was  Colonel.  {See  Army 
List,  [X>.  H.,  VoU  /.]  )  He  continued  for  a  great  length  of 
time  in  various  public  situations. 

[See  tiuececdiutf  /*«</««.] 

f9,  Cornelia,  baptized  4th  December,  1678.     No  issue. 


ABRAHAM,  1st.  (a) 

Born  July  8th,  1657  ;  espoused  Catharinf,  (Cafharina)  De 
Peyster,  at  Amsterdam,  (Holland,)  5th  x\pril,  16S4,  from  which 
city  he  returned  13th  September  following.  Colonel  JOcPeyster 
held  successively  the  offices  of  Alderman,  1G85,  and  Mayor  of 
New  York,  1G92  ;•  oi'  a.  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  Treasurer 
of  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  the  Government 
of  which  latter  Province  he  administered  as  Governor  \i\  1700, 


. , ^.^ . ^ . 

(*)  Origiual  manuscript  illegible  and  unintelligible. 

(a)  ABaAHAM  dkPevsteu,*  Mayor  of  N.  York  in  lG91-2-3,wa8  also  a  sun  of  Jobannea 
De  Peyeter.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  prominent  merchant  and  the  ownt-r  of  a 
large  estate.  His  domestic  establishment,  in  1703,  consisted  of  %  whites  and  9  black 
elavea.     Colonel  De  Peyster  lived  to  an  advanced  age  in  this  city.    (V.  H.  N.Y.) 

*  De  Ileer  [a  title  of  distinction  for  a  gentleman]  Abdahav'dk  Peyster,  who  in 
1186,  resided  in  IIooa;h-straat  (High-street)  (H.  C.,)  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
Men  the  Colony  produced. 

De  Heeh — (sometimes  rendered  "Sir,"  [Retter,  or  Redder,]  and  oftener  "Lord,")  the 
title  of  a  Knigtit  or  Baronet — the  helmet  designating  which  rank  surmounts  the  shield 
on  the  old  Da  Peyster  seal  (presented  to  me  by  my  uncle,  Robert  (i.  L.  de  Peyster, 
Esq, of  CuiufK),  Connecticut,)  said  to  have  been  engraved  in  the  XVth  century,  [See 
Arms  of  De  Peyster,  hereinafter  exi)laiDed.]  and  was  elaborately  carved  on  an  antique 
table,  preserved  in  the  family  of  another  uncle,  Janles  F.  de  Peyster,  Esq., — sigoiiiea, 
(according  to  the  Nouveau  Dictionaire,  Frangais-Hollandais-Allernand  Anglais,  par  uu 
Societe  dc  Gens  de  Lettre?,)  ''SiEGNEua" — my  lord  ;  "Sieve,"  "Le  Sikur,"'  (litre  d'hon- 
neur,)  translateable  by  "Gentleman,"  often  abbreviated  in  England,  "Gent."  It  is  also 
equivalent,  in  some  cases,  to'^EcuYEK,"  which  title  designates  a  gentleman  who  possessea 
coat  armor.  The  magistrates  of  New  Amsterdam,  whose  position  was  one  of  great  honor, 
enjoyed  the  title  of  "J/y  iorJ,'  [V.  H.N.  Y.]  and  an  elevated  place  on  all  ceremo 
nious  occasions.  On  Sundays,  they  occupied  a  separate  place  in  church,  their  state 
cushions  being  carrid  by  the  bell-ringer,  iroui  the  City  Hall,  and  placed  in  their  pews. 
[V.  H.N.  Y.]  In  the  Catalogue  of  the  Members  of  the  Dutch  Churcii  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  1684.  published  in  the  Historical  Society  Collections,  1st  serice,  only  5 
persons,  besides  Col.  Abraham  de  Peyster,  and  those  distinguislied  for  tlieir  intluence  and 
wealth,  have  the  title  "Dk  Hlkr"  protixed  to  their  names.  Although  the  United  Pro 
vincea  were  a  Republican  Confederation,  .-tlill,  in  no  other  country  were  the  lines  be- 
tween the  dift'erent  social  grades  more  distinctly  drawn  and  maintained.  There,  official 
position  entitled  the  possessor  to  a  respect  and  consideration  which  it  would  have 
baeaweli  for  us  to  have  preserved  and  imitated. 
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having  for  many  years  been  a  member  of  the  King's  Council. (b) 
He  di'fcd  August,  1728,  aged  71  years.  Issue,  8  sons*  and  5 
daughters.t 

He  must  have  been  a  man  of  very  large  means  and  undoubt- 
ed patriotism,  for,  on  Pase  3,  Vol.  I,  of  the  Journal  of  the  Colo- 
nial Legislature,(c)  is  recorded  that,  18th  April,  1701 :  The  (hanks 
of  the  House  were  returned  to  Colonel  ABRAHAM  BE  PE  Y- 
STERandMr.  WEAVER,  {this  ims  THOMAS  WEAVER, 
Esq.,  His  and  Her  MajesH/s  Collector,  Receiver  General,  and 
Solicitor  or  Attorney  General  under  Lord  Bellamont,  forced  to  pj 
for  his  liberal  (  Leislerian )  principles,]  who  for  three 
tveeks  past  subsisted  the  soldiers  in  his  Majestfs  pay, 
on  their  own  charge,  WITHOUT  ANY  BILLS.  Another 
proof  of  his  ample  fortune  is  the  fact  of  his  bemg  able  to,  on 
difficult  occasions,  to  advance  large  sums  of  money  for  the  use 
of  Government,  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue. 

»  *  *  *         .  * 

"He  filled  the  office  of  Alderman,  in  that  city,  (New  York,) 
as  early  as  1685,  and  bemg  in  command  of  otie  of  the  compa- 
tiies  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution,  1689,  attached  him- 
self to  Leisler.  He  must  not  have  been  very  obnoxious  to  the 
adverse  party,  however,  for  on  the  downfall  of  Leisler,  we  find 
him  appointed  Mayor  of  New  York,  successively,  from  1691  to 
J695.  He  was  sworn  of  Lord  Bellamont's  Council,  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1698;  on  the  4th  October  ibllowing,  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  (N.Y.  Council  Min.,  64,  65,) 
and  on  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt's  death,  filled  the  office  of  Chief  Jus- 


(B)b.srEiPiioN«m  a  case  of  remarkably  beautiful  Pocket  Pistols.fabricated  by  Bordier, 
at  Paris,  as  appears  from  the  gold  marquetry  on  the  barrels,  in  the  possessioo  of  the 
writer  : 

"Pistols  presented  in  A.  D.  1700,  by  the  Earl  of  Bellamont,  Governor  of  the  Province 
of  N.Y.,  to  Abraham  de  Peyster.Treasr  of  the  Province  of  N.  T.  and  N.  Jersey,  (d) 
Acting  Governor  of  tlie  Province  of  N.  Y.,  (2)  Coll.  of  the  Regt.  raised  in  the  City  and 
County  of  N.  York  (f),  and  ilomber  of  the  King's  Council." 

(c)  The  title  of  the  Book  herein  referred  to.  is  "Journal   of  the  Votes  and  Proceed 
inga  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony   of  Xew  York,  from    9th   April,  1691,  to 
23d  December,  1765.     '2  vols,  folio  ;    published   New  York,  1765.     The  author   is   not 
given,  as  thoy  are  merely  the  Otiicial  Records  of  the  Assembly   as  reported   by   their 
Clerk  for  the  time  being.      (Forbes,  Lihrarian  N.  Y.  Society  Library.) 

Vol.  I.     For  information  respecting  the  Dk  Pei'stek  Family,  cousult,  (besides  others 

not  given,)  Pages  17,  80,  87  8,  refers  to  86,  92,  93,  95,  99,  refers  to  86,  100-1-3-5-6- 

8-10-11-14-15-18-19,  every  page  from  120    to  126,  129,  133-2-5-6-7-9,  140,  259, 

291,  317,  320,  339,  351,  350-1,  377,  390,  412.  421,  462-3.  455,  464,  465,  468, 

.  477-8.  481,  4*85,  498,  508,  509,  584,  709,  833. 

Vol  IL  21  27  33  40,  84,  117,  289,  291,  299,  304,  315,  319,  320,  322-3,  333, 
847  3*59  364,'  S96,  402,  452,  476-7,  503,611,  519,  523,  643,  556,  640,  683,  712 
754'  791  ^-  ^-  ^^P- 
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tice  immediately  before  Attvvood's  arrival  in  the  country.  (Book 
of  Commissions,  II,  144.)  He  was  suspended  from  the  King's 
Council  in  September,  1702,  on  the  accession  of  his  poHtical  op- 
ponents to  power.  In  1705,  the  Assembly  being  fully  convinced 
that  Lord  Cornbury  was  no  more  to  be  trusted  with  the  public 
funds,  insisted  on  appointing  a  Treasurer  for  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  any  moneys  the  Legislature  might  order  for 
public  purposes. 

After  a  year's  resistance,  the  Government  gave  way,  and  Col. 
Abraham  de  Peyster,  who  had  already  acted  as  Deputy  Au- 
ditor General,  was  appointed  Treasurer  by  a  law  passed  on  the 
19th  October,  1706.  (Original  Laws,  III.)  He  held  this  office 
until  June,  1721,  when  "an  unhappy  indisposition"  incapacita- 
ted him  from  the  performance  of  its  duties  any  longer.  (As- 
sembly Journal,  I,  452,  478.)  His  death  occurred  on  the  2d 
August,  17:jS. 

Col.  De  Peyster  was  survived  by  his  wile  Cornelia,  [this  is  an 
error,  Catharine,']  (g)  leaving  issue  S  sons  and  5  daughters,  by  the 
eldest  of  the  sons,  Abraham,  (known  in  Family  Tree  as  Abraham 
2d)  he  was  succeeded  in  the  office  of  Provincial  Treasurer." 

•  *       E.  B.  O'CALLAGHAN,  Author  of  the  Doamentar>j 
History  of  the  State  of  New  YorTc,  20th  December,  1853. 

Albany,  23d  Dec,  1853. 
To  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER,  President  of  the  St.  Nicholas 
Society,  of  Neiv  York  City  : 
"My  Dear  Sir, — lam  in  receipt  of  your  two  favors,  dated 
20th  and  21st  instants,  and  am  much  obliged,  b}'-  the  trouble 
you  take  to  make  additions  to  the  memorandum  I  sent  you. 
Col.  Abraham  de  Peyster  presided  occasionally  at  the  Council 
in  1700,  as  the  eldest  Member  of  the  Board  present,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Col.  Smith,  with  whose  pretensions  at  that  time  you 
are  no  doubt  familiar.  In  point  of  seniority  Col.  de  Peyster 
stood  No.  3,  CoL  Peter  Schuyler  being  also  his  senior,  but  he- 
absented  himself  likewise.  It  is  singular,  as  shoicing  hov)  histori- 
cal events,  lilt  fashions  in  dress,  repeat  themselves  and  re-aiJiMar^ 
that  the  very  principles  of  Government  that  divided  Smith  and  de 
Peyster  in  those  days,  caused  a  division  in  the  Cabinet  in  Canada 
under  the  late  Lord  Metcalfe,  and  the  constitutional  vieics  advocated 
by  de  Peyster  u-cre  only  -permanently  triumphant  under  the  present 
Lord  Elgin.  The  progress  of  the  present  age  is  sometimes  in 
a  circle.  E.  B.  O'CALLAGHAN,  Author  of  Doc.  Hist., 

S.  N.  Y. 


(g)  June  23d,  1723,  Catharine  de  Peyster,  widow  of  Col.  A.  de  Peyster,  petitioned 
the  House  to  be  naturalized  :  a  bill  to  tliatetiisct  was  passed  3d  July,  same  y«ar.  This 
sets  at  rest  the  question  as  to  her  narue.  [Journal,  d-L\  of  the  (ieneral  Asatnibiy — 
hereafter  .luoi-TKired  "J.  C.  A."J 
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( I )  Tiie  High-street. — A  part  of  the  ancient  "Hoogh  straat,"  retaioed  tbia  nam<>. 
"Tlie  thoroughfare  known  as  Hi::b-.'^treet  at  the  period  now  referrt'd  to  was  the-  pre- 
sent Stone  street,  between  Hauovsr  Square  and  Broad  ntreet.  It  contained  2S  build- 
ings, some  of  them  amone:  tbo  best  in  the  town,  and  others   of  an  inferior  description. 

^Tke  Wa/er  Side." — This  street,  thus  caDed,  firmed,  anciently,  in  the  time  of  the 
Dutch,  a  part  of  '•Hoogh-scraat,"  (vi^  :  between  Wail  street  and  Hanover  Square.)  it 
included  the  street  called  the  '•Waal,"  and  the  street  called  the  "Water."  The  line  of 
buildings  called  the  "Water  Side"  faced  the  East  River,  on  the  present  nonh  line  of 
Pearl-atreet,  between  Wall  and  Whitehall  streets.  It  contained  42  buildings,  occupied 
generally  by  cn-rchants.  and  was  the  principal  bus'iness  street  in  the  city. 

[d  <t  e]  See  List  of  Governors  of  the  Colony  of  X.York,  (in  the  American  Geograpliy , 
by  Jedediah  Morse,  A.M.;  London,  1794,)  furnished  at  A,  on  a  succeeding  Page  of  this 
pamphlet,  from — 

The  .'J.MF.RIC.J.Y  OEOGRArHY;  or,  a  vino  of  the  present  situation  of  the  UJ^ITKD 
STATES  OF  A.M ERICA  :  contniuins  AstronomUdl  Oeographv.  &e.  ;  .  .  .  JPopulation  ;  Onv- 
ernment,  ■S-r.:  .  .  .  avdHIsTOkY.  A  concise  .iccDiint  of  the  H'ar,  and  of  the  i-mportimt  evevts 
xshickhave  succeeded:  .  ,  .  Military  Strcnstk,'\-e.  :  .  .  .  By  JRD EDIAIl  MOR-^K.A.  M. 
Anew  edition,  reri.<eU,  corrected  and  greatly  eiUarsedbv  the  Author,  i-c.  L,ondon,  Printeil  for  Joliv 
Stockdaie,  PiccadiLlu—l'Oi. 

[f]  See  Army  List,'*t2Stb  Noreraber,  1700,)  of  ye  present  officers  of  the  Militia  in 
his  Matys  Province  of  Xew  York  in  America,  commissioned  by  his  Excel.  Kich'd,  Earle 
of  Bellamont,  Capt.  Genercil  and  Gov'r  in  Cliief  in  and  over  his  Ma'tys  said  Province. 
<tc.,  vizt :  *  *  *  The  Regim't  of  Militia,  (comprising  8  Companies  of  Foot,  and 
1  troop  of  horse,  in  all,  t3S5  men^  in  the  city  and  cnunty  of  New  York. 

Abra.  De  Pey.^rer,  Colonel.  [Documentary  History  of  New  York,  {D.  C.)  Vol.  /, 
Pages  357-61.] 

Captain  Cornelias  De  Peyster  commanded  the  5th  Company  of  Foot  belonging, 
and  Captain  John  DePeysier,  who  in  1709,  itc.  was  a  Member  of  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature, the  troop  of  Horse  attached,  to  this  Regfmftnt.     (Pages  ."62,  Ibid.) 

I  J.  ABRAHAM.      \^See  succeeding  'pages.'\ 

X  2.  JoHAXN'Es,  1st,  born  Monda}'  6th  and  baptized  Sunday 
12th  Jjly,  1685.     Died  September,' 1686. 

1 3.  Johannes,  2d,  born  Saturda5%  30th  October;  baptized 
Sunday,  1st  November,  1GS6,     Died  2d  January,  1690. 

<^  1.  Catharine,  born  Friday  7th,  and  baptized  Sunday  9th 
September,  1688  ;  espoused  Philip  Van  Cortlmidt.  Issue  by 
this  marriage,  Lieut.  Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  of  Croton. 

X  4.  Abraham,  born  Friday  7th  and  baptized  Sunday  9th 
November,  1690.     Died  4lh  December,  1693. 

f  5.  Johannes  3d,  born  3d,  baptized  7th  April,  1692.  No  issue.' 

§  2.  Elizabeth,  born  Thursday  2Sth  and  baptized  30th 
August,  1696  ;  espoused  Hon.  John  Hamilton,*  then  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  Jersey. 

^  3.  Mart,  born  Monday  17th  and  baptized  23d  October, 
1698.     Died  without  issue. 

§  4.  Joanna,  born  Sunda}'  13th  and  baptized  22d  July,  1701  ; 
espoused  Isaac  dc  Peyster.     No  issue. 

§  5.  Maria,  born  25th  August,  1703.     Died  without  issue. 

X  6.  Johannes,  4th,  b'orn  and  baptized  28th  February,  1706. 
Died  15th  September,  1706. 

}  7.  Pierre  Guilliaume,  born  15th  January,  1707  ;  espoused 
Catharine  Schmjler.  From,  him  are  descended  the  Dc  Peyster 
branch  in  New  Jersey. 

[For  further  partinilars,  see  parfei  7  a  11,  supra.l 

J  8.  John,  born  and  baptized  6th  May,  1709.     No  issue. 

*  See  List  cf  (Jc'riiors  i^r  Xtw  Jcrset/.  B. 
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OF  ROYAL  GOVERNORS  OF  NEW  YORK, 


A^A  LIST  OF 

ROYAL 

from   t)ie    Ye 

NaM£S. 

Bkuas  to  Govken 

Nicolls, 

1664 

Lovelace, 

1668 

Andross, 

1674 

Brockhust, 

1682 

Dongan, 

1683 

Slaughter, 

i690 

iQgoldsby, 

i691 

Fletcher, 

1692 

Bellamont, 

1698 

Nan  fan, 

1699 

Bellamont, 

1700 

De  Peyster,* 

1700 

Smith, 

1700 

Nan  fan, 

1701 

Cornbury, 

1702 

Lovelace, 

1708 

Schujler, 

1709 

Ingoldsby, 

1709 

Beekman, 

1710 

Hunter, 

1710 

Namds. 

Burnet, 
jMontgomeric, 
Vandam, 
Crosby,     [Co%?] 


Began   to  Govern. 

1726 


1728 
1731 
1732 
1735 
1743 
1753 
1753 


Clarke. 
Clinton,   • 
Osborn, 
De  Lancey,! 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  1755 

De  Lancey, t  1757 
Colden. (President,)!.  1760 

Monckton,  ]761 

Colden,!  1761 

Monckton,  1762 

Colden,+  1763 

Sir  Henry  iMoore,  1765 

Colden,^:  1769   ' 

Dunmore,  1770 

Tryon,  1771 

Clinton,  1778 

*  My  great  great  great  grandfather. — -/.  W.  de  P. 

\  My  g.  g.  uncle. — /.   W.  dc  P.  '  . 

}  My  g.  g.  grandfather. — /.   IF.  dc  P. 

B_ROYAL    GOVERNORS    OF    NEW '  JERSEY  from    the 

Surrender  of  the     Government   by   the   Proprietors,  in  1702, 

to  1794. 

Edward,  Viscount  Cornbury,  1702  to  1708  ;  removed,  and 
succeeded  by  John,  Lord  Lovelace,  1708  to  1709  ;  died,  and 
the  Government  devolved  to  Lieut.  Governor  Richard  Ingoldsbv, 
1709  to  1710,  when  came  in  Brigadier  Robert  Kunter,  1710  to 
1720  ;  who  resigned  in  favor  of  William  Burnet,  1720  to  1727  ; 
removed,  and  succeeded  by  John  Montgomery,  1728  to  1731  ; 
died,  and  succeeded  by  William  Crosby,  (Cosby?)  1731  to  1736  ;  ' 
died,  and  the  government  devolved  to  John  Anderson,  President 
of  the  Council,  1736  ;  by  whose  death,  about  two  M'eeks  after, 
the  Government  devolved  to  JoHxV  Hamilton,*  President  of  the 
Council,   1736  to  1738. 

[Those  marJced  t  were  Governors  in  Chief,  and  down  to  this  time 
tvere  Governors  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey ;  hut  front  1733 
forward  New  Jersey    had  a  separate   Governor.'] 

tLewis  Morris,  1738  to  1746  ;  died,  and  the  Govisrnment  d.e- 


♦  Married  ELIZABETH,  2nd  daughter  of  Col.  Abraham  de  Peyster.      (See  S  2, 
Page  26,  supra.) 
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yolved  to  John  Hamilton,  President,  1746  ;  by  whose  death 
it  devolved  to  John  Reading,  President,  1746  to  1747  ;  f  Jona- 
than Belcher,  1747  to  1757;  died,  and  the  Government  again 
devolved  to  John  Reading,  President,  1757  to  1758  ;  Thomas 
Powncll,  then  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  being  Lieutenant 
Governor,  arrived  on  the  death  of  Governor  Belcher,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  Province  a  few  days  only  ;  f Francis  Bernard,  1758 
to  1760  ;  removed  to  Boston,  and  succeeded  by  tThomas  Boone, 
1760  to  17G1  ;  removed  to  South  Carolina,  and  succeeded  by 
iJosiah  Hardy,  1761  to  1763  ;  removed,  and  succeeded  by  tWil- 
liam  Franklin,  1763  to  1776  ;  rem.oved,  and  succeeded  by  Wil- 
liam Livingston,  1776  to  1790  ;  died,  and  was  succeeded  by" 
William  Patterson,  1791. 

ABRAHAM,  2d.  a 

Born  Friday  28th  and  baptized  Sunday  30th  August,  1696  ; 
espoused  1st  July,  1722,  Mnrgarct,  eldest  daughter^of  Jacobus 
Van.  Cortland.  Appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  2d  June,  1721,  which  office  he  held  till  his  death,  17ih 
September,  1767,  aged  71  years.  Issue,  5  sonst  and  6  daugh- 
ters.+ 

t  1.  JAMES.     \_Sce  succeeding  jiages.^^ 

t  2.  Abraham,  born  5th  and  baptized  17th  October,  1723. 
Died  in  March,  1734. 

X  1.  Catharine,  \      Twin  sisters.   Born  3d  and  baptized  13th 

X  2.  Eve   1st,       3  December,  1724. 
Catharine  espoused  John  Livingston.*     Issue,  13  children, who 
died  without  descendants.     Eve  died  April,  J  728. 

t3.  Pierre,  1st,  born  19th  October,  baptized  2d  November, 
1727.     Died  in  April,  1728. 

X  3.  Margaret,  born  14th  November,  1728 ;  espoused  Hon. 
William  Axtell,  Member  of  the  King's  Council,  Sec.     No  issue. 

f  4.  Pierre,  2d,  born  27th  March,  baptized  Sth  April,  died 
October,  1730. 

f  5.  Frederic,  (known  as  the  Marquis,)  born  Thursday,  Sth 
April,  1731.  Appointed  Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  NewYork, 
by  commission,  dated  ISth  September,  1767,  in  room  of  his 
father,  deceased.  He  did  (not  ?)  serve,  as  he  went  to  France, 
where  he  resided  many  (16)  years,  expecting  to  inherit  an  estate 
from  Mad.  Van  dcr  Hulst.  Returned  and  died  25th  August, 
1773,  aged  42  years.  His  portrait — a  beautiful  painting — is 
in  the  possession  of  Frederic  de  Feyster,  Esq.,  [the  compiler's 
father,]  in  the  cit}*  of  New  York. 

(a)  He  was  a  gentleman  of  Inr^e  means,  and  very  commanding  influence,  both  per- 
Bonally  and  through  his  powerful  connexion?,  as  Smith  in  his  History  admits— although 
the  historian  was  a  bitter  political  enemy  of  the  De  Peyater,  Watts,  and  De  Lancey 
families,— [S.  H.  X.  T.,  Page  3?0,  Vol.  II.] 

*  6'e.5  Iloljatci  xhruricaii  Gt-neaiouy.    p,  171. 
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t  4.  Eve,  2d,  born  2d  and  baptized  14th  January,  1733.  Di- 
ed a  spinster,  ;it  a  good  old  age. 

t5.  Mary,  born  2Gth  August,  173^;  espoused  Dr.  John 
Charlion,  an  eminent  ph3'^sician  of  the  cit3'-  of  New  York. 

X  6.  Elizabeth,  born  lith  September  and  baptized  2d  Octo- 
ber, 1737  ;  espoused  J/a«/ictiJ  Clarkson,  Esq. 

^^V  JAMES, 

Born  6th  February,  17-^6.  Espoused,  6th  February,  1748, 
Sarah,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  Reade,  Member  of  the  Kin<T's 
Council.  Died  at  Jamaica,  (L.  I.,)  27th  July,  1799,  aged  73 
years,     [ssue,  7  sons*  and  6  daughters.! 

t  J.^  Margaret,  born  Wednesday,  ISth  January,  1749  ;  es- 
poused Colonel  Thomas  James,  (a)  of  the  British  Armv.    Died , 

aged .     Issue,  .1  daughter,  married  to  Edward  Martin,  Esq. 

^2.  Ann  Adriana,  born  30th  April,  1751  ;  ch"ed  28th  July 
following.      Buried  in  Trinity  Church  Yard. 

(b)  1.  Abraham,  born  18t.h  February,  1753  ;  espoused,  2d 
August,  1783,  Catharine,  2d  daughter  of  John  Liviiigston,  Esq. 
He  was  a  Captain  in  the  British  Army.  (See.  H.A.G.fpao-c  171. ) 

■Jf  -S-  TT  TV-  Jt 

Cormuallis'  success  at  Camden,  [S.  C]  and  throughout  his 
field  of  operations,  did  not  impair  his  vigilance. 

West  of  Wateree  were  bands  of  active  whigs,  and  parties  of 
those  who  were  defeated  near  Camden  were  harassing  the  up- 
per country.     Cornwallis  detached  Major  Ferguson  [he    was   in 

(a)  Col.  James,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  wben   Major,    was  stationed    &t  New  York, 
[n  November.  17G5,  duriu'^r  the  Starap  Act  Riot  the  mob  ransacked  his  beautiful  resi 

.  fieuce,  called  Ranelajb,  vrhich  stood  on  aa  eminence,  then  out  of  town,  a  little  east  of 
the  pro-ent  intereection  of  AQthonv-streec  and  Biordway  ;  destroyed  his  fine  library, 
works  cjf  art,  and  furniture,  and  desolated  his  choice  ijarden.  Afew  months  after  this 
infamous  outra'^e,  Lossing,  in  his  Pictorial  Field  Bonk  of  thfi  Revolution,  Page  788,  Vol. 
IF,  states  that  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  Le  found  Ranela^^h  Gardeu  advertised  bv 
one  John  Jones,  as  a  place  of  public  resort,  where  fireworks  were  exhibited  and  refresh- 
menis  furuished  C 
North  America,  was 
a  noted  wcirk 

(b)  De  Peyster,  Abraham.  Of  New  York.  He  entered  the  King's  service,  and  was  a 
Captain  in  the  JVfjc  1 0/-A:  Volnntcern.  He  was  second  in  command  at  the  battle  of 
King's  Mocxxain,  in  1780,  and  after  the  fall  of  Fergusoo,  hoisted  a  flas^  as  a  si^-'nal  of 
surrender.  The  firina^  immediately  ceased,  and  the  Royal  Troops  layina:  down  their 
arms,  the  most  of  which  were  loaded,  submitted  to  the  conquerors  at  discretion.  It 
seems  not  to  be  generally  understood  that  nearly  thn  whole  of  Ferguson's  fttrce  was 
comjjosed  of  iova/i5i!s,  but  such  is  the  fact.  He  went  into  action  with  1125  men,  o{ 
whom  only  1G2  were  Regulars.  Of  the  Loyalists,  do  less  than  106  were  killed,  1'23 
wounded,  and  629  takeu  prisoners.  The  loss  of  Regulars  was  IS  slain  and  103  wouud- 
ed  and  captured.  Captaiu  De  Peyster  was  paid  otf  the  mornios:  "f  ti'e  battle.  Arnono^ 
the  coin  which  he  received  was  a  doubloon,  which  he  put  in  a  pocket  of  hia  vest.  "While 
on  the  field,  a  bullet  struck  the  gold  and  stopped,  and  his  life  was  thus  saved.  He 
went  to  St.  Johns,  New  Brunswick,  at  the  peace,  and  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  that 
city.  He  received  half  pay.  He  was  7r€'as?irer  of  New  Brunswick,  and  a  Colonel  in 
the  Militia.  He  died  in  that  Colony,  previous  to  1799,  as  i^  that  year  leave  was  "iven 
to  sella  part  of  his  estate  in  the  bands  of  his  administrator. — (Sabine'»  Am,  Loyaliitt.) 


Col.  James,  at  one  time  commanding   in  chief  the  Roval  Artillery  in 
as  afterward  stationed  at  Gibraltar,  concerning  which  fortress  he  wrote 
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reality  a  Colonel,  as  appears  from  the  inscription  on  his  monu- 
ment, (c)  erected  near  where  he  ielJ],  a  most  excellent  officer, 
mid  true  7narksman*  oi*  the  71st  Regiment,  (which  behaved 
so  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Guilford,)  with  110  Regulars,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  De  Feyster  and  about  the  same  num- 
ber of  tories  with  an  ample  supply  of  arms  and  other  military 
stores.  He  ordered  him  to  embody  the  Loyalists  beyond  the 
Wateree  and  the  Broad  Rivers  ;  intercept  the  Mountain  Men, 
(from  the  wilderness  beyond  the  mountains,  now  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee,)  who  were  retreating  from  Camden,  and  also  the 
Americans,  under  Colonel  £//;'a/i  Clarke,  of  Georgia,  who  was 
still  rife  ;  and,  after  scouring  the  upper  part  fcf  South  Carolina, 
towards  the  mountains,  join  him  at  Charlotte.  Ferguson  at  first 
made  rapid  marches  to  overtake  the  Mountain  Men,  and  cut  off" 
Clarke's  forces.  *  *  *  At  King's  INIountain,  about  12 
miles  northwest  of  Yorkville  and  190  from  Charleston,  the  Royal 
forces  were  attacked  by  the  Revolutionary  troops  under  Camj)- 
bcll,  Shelby,   Sevier,  McJDoivell,  JFilliams,  &c.       *  *  *  ■ 

The  engagement  lasted  an  hour  and  five  minutes,  the  greater 
part  of  which  time  a  heavy  and  incessant  fire  was  kept  up  on 
both  sides.  Our  men  in  some  parts  where  the  Fegulan  fought  (un- 
der De  Peijstcr,)  icere  obliged  to  give  way  a  distance,  two  or  three 
times,  bin  rallied  and  returned  with  additional  ardor  to  the  at- 
tack. The  troops  upon  the  right,  having  gained  the  summit  of 
the  eminence,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat  along  the  top  of  the 
ridge,  to  wliere  Colonel  Cleaveland  commanded,  and  were  there 
stopped  by  his  brave  men.  A  flag  was  immediately  hoisted 
by  Captain  De  Peyster,  (said  to  have  belonged  to  a  corps  of  Loy- 
alists, called  the  King's  American  Regiment,)  the  commanding 
officer,  (Major  Ferguson)  having  been  killed  a  little  before,  for  a 
surrender.  Our  fire  immediately  ceased,  and  the  enemy  laid 
down  their  arms  and  surrendered  themselves.  *  #  # 
It  appears  from  their  own  provision  returns  for  that  day,  found 
in  their  camp,  that  their  whole  force  consisted  of  1125  men,  out 
of  which  they  sustained  the  following  loss: 

Of  the  Regulars,  1  major,  1  captain,  2  sergeants,  and  15  pri- 
vates, killed  ;  35  privates  wounded,  left. on  the  ground,  not  able 
to  march  ;  2  captains,  4  lieutenants,  3  ensigns,  1  surgeon,  5  ser- 
geants, 3  corporals,  i  drummer,  and  49  privates  taken  prisoners. 

(c)  Major  Patrick  Feeglsos  wa3  a  Scotchman,  a  son  of  the  eminent  Juriaf,  James 
Ferguson,  a  nephew  of  Patrick  ilurray  (Lord  Eiibank).  He  entered  llie  army  in  Flan 
der6,_  at  the  aj^eof  18  years.  He  came  to  America  in  the  spring  of  1777,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  the  battle  on  the  Brandy  wine,  in  September  of  that  "y^""".  He  was  active  on 
the  Hudson  in  1779,  and  accompanied  Sir  Heniy  Clinton  to  South  Carolina.  He  so 
distinguished  himself  at  the  siege  of  Charles'ton  in  17S0,  that  he  was  particn- 
larly  mentioned  by  the  Commander'  in  Chief.  He  was  on  the  hit^h  road  to  military 
fame,  when  he  was  slain  on  King's  Mountain.  {Lossing's  Pictorial  Feid  Book  of  the 
Revolution.       Pages  634-5,  Vol.  IL) 

.     *  See  Notes  £31^  1,    Pages    312,    and  2,  Pages  32-3. 


Loss  of  the  Tories,  2  colonels,  3  captains,  and  201  killed  :  I 
major  and  127  privates  wounded,  and  left  on  the  ground  not  able 
to  march-  1  colonel,  12  captains,  11  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  1 
quarter-master,  1  adjutant,  2  commissaries,  18  sergeants,  and  600 
privates  taken  prisoners. 

Total  loss  of  the  enemy,  1105  men,  at  King's  Mountain. 


NOTE  a?- 1. 

June  17th,  1851. 
Col.  W.  fV.  TOMPKINS, 

{Editor  of  the  United  Sercice  Journal:) 
Dear  Sir:  The  accompanying  paragraph,  cut  from  the  New 
York  Express,  is  worthy  a  place  in  your  columns.  Forbearance 
so  generous  and  unusual  in  an  officer  commanding  a  corps  of 
Sharp  Shooters,  was  in  keeping  with  every  act  of  Colonel  Fer- 
guson's life  ;  and  the  escape  of  General  WASHINGTON  can 
be  esteemed  little  less  than  miraculous,  when  we  remember  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  marksmen  who  ever  pulled 
trigger.  It  merely  adds  another  to  the  thousand  proofs,  that 
Providence,  who  raised  up  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  as  the 
Father  ot  this  Countr}',  interposed  His  a^gis  between  him  and 
every  peril,  until  his  unequalled  course  had  been  fulfilled.  Col. 
Ferguson  was  the  inventor  and  improver  of  several  species  of 
firearms.  [See  Origin  of  the  Bayonet  Rife,  page  66,  No.  6,  Vol. 
II,  United  Service  Journal.']  He  was  as  distinguished  for  chiv- 
alric  courage,  stern  resolution,  devoted  loyalty,  and  generous 
sentiments,  as  for  his  abilities  as  a  soldier,  and  talent  as  an 
officer  and  partisan.  J.  W.  de  P. 

The  Fortune  of  Washington. — The  British  account  of 
the  battle  of  King's  Mountain  contains  a  letter  from  Col.  Fer- 
guson, who  was  killed  there  at  the  head  of  the  British  forces,  in 
which  the  Colonel  relates  to  his  brother,  Dr.  James  Ferguson,  of 
Scotland,  the  followinsr  curious  incident,  showing  one  of  the  re- 
markable escapes  of  WASHINGTON  in  a  time  of  imminent 
danger.  The  occurrence  happened  while  Ferguson  lay  with 
part  of  his  riflemen  on  a  skirt  of  wood  in  front  of  Gen.  Knyp- 
hausen's  division.  We  quote  from  the  National  Intelligencer  : 
"We  had  not  lain  long  [says  Ferguson  in  his  letter,]  when  a 
rebel  officer,  remarkable  by  a  hussar  dress,  passed  towards 
our  army,  within  100  yards  of  my  right  flank,  not  perceiving 
us.  He  was  followed  by  another,  dressed  in  dark-green  and 
blue,  mounted  on  a'  good  bay  horse,  with  a  remarkable  high 
cocked  hat.  I  ordered  three  good  shots  to  steal  near  to  them 
and  fire  at  them  ;  but  the  idea  disgusted  me.  I  recalled  the 
order.     The  hussar,  in  returnins',  made  a  circuit,    but  the  other 
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passed  within  100  yards  of  us ;  upon  which  I  advanced  from 
the  woods  towards  hiui.  Upon  my  calling,  he  stopped  ;  but 
after  looking  at  me,  proceeded.  I  again  drew  his  attention,  and 
made  sign  to  him  to  stop,  levelling  my  piece  at  him  ;  but  he 
slowly  continued  his  way.  As  I  was  within  that  distance  at 
which,  in  the  quickest  firing,  I  could  have  lodged  half  a  dozen 
balls  in  or  about  him  before  he  was  out  of  my  reach,  I  had  only 
to  determine  ;  but  it  was  not  pleasant  to  fire  at  the  back  of  an 
unoffending  individual,  who  was  acquitting  himself  very  coolly 
of  his  duty.  So  I  let  him  alone.  The  day  after,  I  had  been 
telling  this  story  to  some  wounded  officers,  who  lay  in  the  same 
room  with  me,  when  one  of  our  surgeons,  who  had  been  dress- 
ing the  wounded  rebel  officers,  came  in  and  told  us  that  they 
had  been  informing  him  that  Gen.  Washington  was  all  the 
morning  with  the  light  troops,  and  only  attended  by  a  French 
officer  in  a  hussar  dress,  he  himself  dressed  and  mounted  in 
ever}^  point  as  above  described.  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  did  not 
know  at  the  time  who  it  was." 


[Nole     (C?°     "2,"     referred    to    at    page    30.]  * 
ORIGIN  OF  THE  BAYONET  RIFLE; 

{From  Col.W.   W.  Tompkins'  United  Service  Journal,  Pa>je  66,  No.  9,    Vol.  IT.) 

During  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  Colonel  (or  Major)  James 
Fergmoii,  one  of  the  most  scientific  officers  in  the  British  Ser- 
vice, was  in  command  of  a  corps  in  the  Carolinas,  opposed  to 
Marion  and  other  distinguished  officers,  commanding  detach- 
ments of  the  Republican  forces.  Such  was  his  courage  and 
determination,  he  received  souhriquct  of  "Bull  Dog  Ferguson," 
and  fighting  with  his  accustomed  obstinacy,  he  fell  a  victim  to 
the  unerring  American  rifie,  in  one  of  the  most  brilliant  actions 
of  that  era,  namely,  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain — fought  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1780,  on  an  eminence,  near  the  boundary  of 
North  and  South  Carolina.  In  the  earlier  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
lost  his  right  arm  ;  but  such  was  his  nerve,  and  accuracy  of  aim, 
he  has  been  seen,  while  riding  along  the  road,  to  throw  down  his 
reins,  take  a  pistol  from  his  holster,  cast  it  up  into  the  air; 
catch  it  as  it  fell,  and  shoot  off  the  head  of  a  bird  sitting  on  an 
adjacent  fence.  While  engaged  in  this  harassing  service,  he  de- 
termined to  invent  a  riiie,  which,  while  it  admitted  of  the  great- 
est rapidity  of  fire  and  accuracy  of  aim,  should  be  furnished 
with  a  bayonet,  which  would  enable  rifiemen'to  cope  with  cavalry 
in  the  open  field,  or  meet  infantry  in  a  bayonet  charge.  A  va- 
riety of  experiments  resulted  in  the  weapon  which,  handed  down, 
from  that  generation,  finnllv  reached  the  writer's  hand,  and  is  ad- 
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mitted  by  all  who  have  examined  it,  to  be  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful and  interesting  specimens  of  firearms  ever  s&en.     It  is  even 
now  as  serviceable  as  when   first  finished.     Experienced  work- 
men who  have  examined  it,  admit  that  it  is  a  periect  specimen 
of  their  art ;  that  the  lock  made  by  the  celebrated  Egg,  of  Lon- 
don, is   equal  to   the  best  of  the  present  day  ;  and  the  whole 
weapon  combines  three  essentials  for  an   active  service  rifle — 
which  improvements  were   subsequently  claimed  by  difierent 
persons  as  their  own  invention.     Had  Major  Ferguson  lived-  the 
real  utility  of  his  rifle  would  have  been  sufficiently  tested  ;  for  he 
intended  to  arm  a  flying  corps  with  it.     In   order  to   explain  its 
peculiarities,  a  few  details  are  necessary.     The   length   of   the 
piece  itself  is  50  inches  (of  a  U.  S.  rifle,  48  3-4  in.,)  weight  7  1-2 
pounds,  (of  a  U.  S.  rifle,  9  1-2  pounds).     The   bayonet    is  25 
inches  in  length  (a  U.  S.  musket  bayonet  blade  being  16  inches), 
and  1  1-2  inches  wide,  and  is  what  is  commonly  called  a  sword- 
blade  bayonet,  flat,  lithe,  yet  strong — of  fine  temper,  and  capa- 
ble of  receiving  a  razor  edge  ;  and  when  unfixed,  as  serviceable 
as' the  best  balanced  cut  and  thrust  sword.     The  sight   at  the 
breach  is  so*arranged  that,  by  elevating,  it   is  equally  adapted 
to  ranges,  varying  from  100  to  500  yards.     We  now-  come  to  its 
greatest  curiosity,  namely,  the  arrangement  for  the  loading  at 
the  breach.     The  guard  plate  which  protects  the  trigger  is  held 
in  its  position  by  a  spring  at  the  end  nearest  the  butt,  released 
from  which,  and  thrown  around  by  the  front,  so  as  to  make  a 
complete  revolution  ;  a  plug  descends  from  the  barrel,  leaving 
a  cavity  in  the  upper  side  of  the  barrel  sufficient  for  the  inser- 
tion of  a  ball  cartridge.     This  plug  is  an  accelerating  screw,and 
is  furnished  with  12  threads  to  the  inch,  thereby  enabling  it  by 
the  one  revolution,  to  open  or  close  the  orifice,  so  that  the  rifle 
is  jthereby  rendered  capable  of  being  discharged  as  rapidly  as 
Hall's  United  States  carbine.     Thir   accelerating  screw  consti- 
tutes the  breach  of  the  piece;  only,  instead  of  being  horizontal, 
as  is  usually  the  case,  it  is  vertical.     Were  there  not  twelve  in- 
dependent threads  to  this  screw,  it  would  require  two  or  three 
revolutions  to  close  the  orifice  ;  whereas,  one  suffices. 

Many  of  the  muskets  fabricated  in  the  French  arsenals  during 
the  last  years  of  Napoleon,  had  bayonets  of  the  shape  mention- 
ed herein,  adapted  to  them,  specimens  of  which  were  deposited 
among  the  French  trophies  in  the  tower  of  London. 

In  case  of  any  injury  to  the  firearm,  the  sword-blade  bayonet 
would  have  been  as  effective  a  weapon  as  the  artillery  or  evea 
the  infantry  sword,  carried  by  foreign  troops. 


x-?=. 
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JAMES'  CHJLDREN  CONTINUED,  from  Page  29,  supra. 

2.  *  Joseph  Reade,  bora  8th  April,  1754  ;  espoused . 

Issue,  1  daughter. 

'    3.  *  James  1st,  born  Sunday,  16th  May,  1755.  Died,  5th  .June 
following. 

3.  +A]sn\-,  born  24th  August,  1756.  Died,  a  spinster,  of  the  yel- 
low fever. 

4.  *J AMES  2d,  born  3rd  December,  1757.  Lieutenant  of  the 
English  Guards.  On  the  19th  x\ugust,  1793,  he  was  buried  in 
front  of  the  lines  of  Mcnin,  where  he  fell  the  18th,  under  the 
Duke  of  York.     [»See  Note  §,  yage  11,  supra.'] 

5.  *Frederic,  my  grandfather.  [Vide  FREDERIC  Isty  (a), 
infra.'] 

6.  *Lawre\ce  Reade  1st,  born  21st  February,  1760.  Died 
24th  June,  1761 — aged  1  year,  4  months  and  3  days. 

4.  ISakah,  born  20th  September,  1761  ;  baptized  7th  Octo- 
ber following. 

7.  '  Lawrence  Reade  2nd,  born  Wednesday,  9th  March, 
1763.  Died  20th  January,  1771 — aged  7  years,  9  months,  19 
days. 

5.  tMARY  Reade,  born  18th  September,  1765 ;  espous- 
ed  

6.  tELizABETH.  born  17th  January,  1768  ;  espoused  Dr. 
William  Hamerslfjj.  Issue,  2  sons  and  2  daughters.  This  lady 
is  still  living,  and  remarkable  for  her  memory  of  the  past. 


FREDERIC,  Ist  A 

Born  10th  December,  1758.  Espoused  Helen,  only  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  HaJcc,  claimant  of  the  title  of  Lord  HaJce,  and  at 
one?  time  Commissary  General  to  H.  B.  IMajesty's  Forces  in 
North  America,  and  grand-daughter  of  Robert  Gilbert  Living- 
ston. She  died  1st  April,  1801,  aged  28  years.  Issue,  5  sons.t 
Remarried  to  Axx.  only  daughter  of  Gerard  G.  Beekman,  and 
grand-daughter  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt. 
Issue,  7  daughters!  and  1  son.§ 


aDePeysteb,  Vredehio.  J^"  1.  Of  New  York  He  was  a  Captain  in  the  New 
York  Volunteers  in  1782.  ^^  2.  In  1784,  he  was  at  St.  Johns.New  Brunswick,  anj 
received  tho  crnnt  of  a  city  lot.  3.  In  I7fi2,  he  was  a  Sfagistrate  in  the  county 
of  York.     H'"  rotnrnod  t<i  tho  {.riii-vii  Statps. 
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A  gentleman  of  this  oanie.  [Fbedebio  dk  Peyster,  Jr.,  Esq.,*]  was  a  student  of  Peter 
Van  Schaack,  of  Kinderbook,  CoinmljiH  county,  in  early  life,  was  much  esteemed  by 
him,  and  "one  of  his  principal  correspondents  in  his  old  age."  This  Mr.  De  Peyster — 
and  possibly  the  eame — was  living  in  isew  York  in  182S. — {Sabine's  American  Loy- 
ts!s  ) 

p^"  1.  At  the  a*e  of  17  or  18,  he  commanded  the  Axtell  Guards,  a  corps  raised 
for  the  protection  of  Chief  Justice  Axtell.  his  great  uncle,  at  Fluships:,  Lnng  Island. 

My  grandfather,  who,  as  ■well  as  ray  great  uncle  Aek-vh-vm.  was  a  Captain  under 
Colonel  Ferguson,  and  a  great  favcrite  ot  that  fhorough  soldier,  which  speaks  voliiruoa 
in  favor  of  his  military  abilitv  and  courage.  Jnet  before  the  battle  of  Kin2:'a  Monn- 
t.iin  he  was  detailed  for  boiae  special  duty,  and  tbu.*  e.-caped  that  sanguinary  contest. 
Crossing  a  river  on  horseback,  under  the  tire  of  a  party  of  whiss.  hid  horse  was  ?hot, 
the  ball  passing  tlirmi^h  his  own  tliiirb  ;  bet  so  s-reat  wa?  hii^  exciteiEent  and  determi- 
nation, he  was  not  aware  of  the  wound  until  safe  on  shore,  when  he  found  hi.^  limb 
unable  to  support  him. — J.  W.  de  P. 

J^"2,  While  IIoRRY  [Col.  P.  Horry,  an  admirable  infantry  officer,  subordinate  to 
Marion,  and  afterwards  distinguished  as  the  Commander  of  the  4  Companies  cf  Cavalry 
organized  by  that  distingui.-hed  patriot  General.]  was  skirmishing  with  Campbell,  [Col- 
onel of  the  Britifh  forces,]  Major  John  Pos^eil,  who  was  stationed  to  guard  the  lower 
?art  of  the  Pedee,  succeeded  in  capturins;  Captain  De  Peyster,  with  28  grenadiers.  Da 
eyster  had  taken  post  in  the  dwelling  house  of  Posteli'.^  father.  The  latter  had  with 
him  but  28  Militia,  bnt  he  knew  the  grocBG-,  [an  incalculable  advantoge  in  partisan 
warfare,]  and  gaining  possession  of  the  kitchen,  fired  it.  and  was  preparing  to  burn 
the  house  also,  when  De  Peyster  submitted. — {Sinnns'  Life  of  JIarion.) 

*My  father — during  the  last  war  '1312)  he  was  a  student  of  Columbia  College, N.Y., 
belonged  to  the  Colle(j;e  Gkee.vs  or  Gfards,  and  labored  on  the  Held  works  at  Mc- 
fiowan's  Pass,  on  the  Old  Middle  Road,  about  eiorht  miles  from  Xew  York,  on  the  heiiihts 
midway  between  Harljem  and  Mcini)attauv;ile,  where  be  received  a  permanent  injury 
to  his  wrist.  At  a  time  when  our  Militia  were  wortiiy  the  name  of  citizen  soldiers,  ha 
was  successively  ensiijn,  lieuteuant.  captain,  bri':rade  major  to  the  10th  Brigade,  and 
aid-de  camp  to  Major  General  Fleming,  military  secretary  with  rank  of  mnjor  and  vol- 
nnteer  aid  with  rank  of  colonel  to  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton,  who  gave  bim  an  extra- 
ordinary commission  in  manuscript,  as  a  testimony  of  his  respect  and  good  will.  He 
aleo  for  many  years  held  the  office  of  master  in  chancery,  whose  duties  he  discb.irged 
with  such  tidelity  that  ^^r.  De  Witt,  a  leading  lawyer  of  New  York,  toid  me  that  he  was 
the  most  careful  legal  officer  he  had  known — his  reports  never  reveali".?  ti:e  slightest 
error.  Although  not  au  active  politician. his  iniiaence  through  liTe  bad  been  very  great. 
and  he  won  the  respect  and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  had  occasion  to  associate. — 
Id  1826,  he  was  requested  to  proceed  to  Albany  as  the  agent  of  the  X.  Y.  Historical  So- 
ciety, and  "accordincrly  repaired  to  Albany  during  the  Session  of  1S27,  and,  with  the  aid 
f>f  Gov. Clinton  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  grant  of  i?5,000,  on  condition  that  the  debts  of 
the  Society  should  be  so  reduced  as  to  render  that  sura  --uriicient  to  extinguish  them  al- 
together. The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  afterwards  presented  to  the  Governor  and 
the  Legislature  for  this  liberal  donation  ;  and  to  Mr.  de  Peyster,  "for  his  zealous,  eili- 
cient,  and  disinterested  services,  in  proceeding  to  Albany,  and  presenting  to  the  Legis- 
lature the  claims  of  the  Society."  (H. C.^  He  is  now  '26  Vice-President  of  the  Histori- 
cal Society,  and  President  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  the  City  of  New  York.  (For 
further  remarks,  see  appropriate  head.)    J.  W.  de  P. 

™_ 1560883 

Watts  (De  Lancey)  Genealogical  ?4,eference. 

(See  Holgate's  American  Genealogy,    Pages  114  to  121  .j 

SABINE'S     AMERICAN    LOYALISTS. 

(Seepages  '2^b-bb,  Edition  of  1^4:1.) 
Messrs.  Editors  :*-^At  page  254  of  Sabine's  ''American  {roy- 
alists," is  the  following  paragraph :  "His  treatment  of  Gen.  Na- 

*The  name  cf  the  oaper  in  which  this  statement  was  published  is  unknown  to  the 
compiler.    J.  W.  dk  P. 
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thaniel  Woodhull,  an  estimable  whig  of  New- York,  who  became 
bis  prisioner  in  1776  should  never  be  forgotten.  There  scans  jio 
room  to  doubt,  that  when  that  unfortunate  gentleman  surrendered 
his  sword  toDeLancey,  he  stipulated  for,  and  was  promised  pror 
tection ;  but,  that  his  LoyaKst  countryman  basely  struck  him, 
and  permitted  his  men  to  cut  and  hack  him  at  pleasure." 

The  De  Lancey  alluded  to  here,  was  Oliver,  the  son  of  Oliver, 
who  was  the  second  son  of  Stephen,  the  Huguenot.  This  Oli- 
ver De  Lancey  was  educated  in  Europe  ;  put  earlv  in  the  17th 
Light  Dragoons  ;  was  a  captain  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolution;  became  a  Ma.jor  in  1776  ;  a  Lt.  Colonel  a  year  or 
two  later,  and  succeeded  x\ndre  as  Adjutant  General  of  the  Brit- 
ish Array  in  x\merica.  On  his  return  to  Europe,  he  was  made 
Deputy  Adjutant  General  of  England  ;  as  a  Maj.  General  he  got 
the  Colonelcy  of  the  17th  Light  Dragoons;  was  subsequently 
made  Barrack  Master  General  of  the  British  Empire  ;  rose  thro' 
the  grade  of  Lt.  General  to  that  of  General,  and  died,  some  six 
or  eight-and-twenty  years  since,  nearly  at  the  head  of  the  Eng- 
lish Army  List. 

The  imputation  of  Mr.  Sabine  ought  not  to  rest  on  a  man  who 
ran  such  a  career,  unless  merited.  I  have  no  means  of  learning 
this  writer's  authority,  but  I  much  question  if  it  be  any  any  bet"- 
ter  than  that  I  shall  now  quote  in  contradiction  of  his  statement. 
Mr.  Thompson,  the  historian  of  Long  Island,  was  related  to  Gen. 
Woodhull,  lives  among  the  connections  of  his  family,  and  near 
the.  scene  of  the  event  itself.  At  page  411,  vol.  ii,  of  Thomp- 
son's Long  Island,  is  the  following  paragraph,  article  "Wood- 
hull,"  viz  :— 

"The  General  (Woodhull)  on  being  discovered,  gave  up  his 
sword  in  token  of  surrender.  The  ruffian  who  first  approached 
him  (said  to  be  a  Major  Baird  of  the  71st,)  as  reported,  ordered 
him  to  say,  'God  save  the  king  ;'  the  General  replied  'God  save 
us  all ;'  on  which  he  most  cowardly  and  cruelly  assailed  the  Gen- 
eral with  his  broadsword,  and  would  have  killed  him  on  the  spot, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  interference  of  an  officer  of  more  hon- 
or and  humanity,  (said  to  be  Major  De  Lancey,  of  the  Dragoons,) 
who  arrested  his  savage  violence." 

It  furnishes  some  reason  for  distrusting  Mr.  Sabine's  sources 
of  information,  that  he  has  certainly  fallen  into  numberless  errors 
throughout  his  work.  Among  the  De  Lanceys  introduced,  there 
is  great  confusion.  The  James  De  Lancey  mentioned  at  page 
245-6,  is  confounded  throughout  the  article' with  his  cousin  of  the 
same  name.  He  wishes  to  describe  James,  the  son  of  the  James 
who  died  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  the  colony  in  1760, 
by  Anne,  daughter  of  Col.  Heathcote;  but,  in  a  large' portion  of 
this  article,  does,  in  fact,  describe  James,  the  son  of  Peter,  of 
Westchester,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Lt.  Gov.  Cadwallader 
Golden.     James,  the  son  of  James,  the  person  intended  to  be 
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described,  held  no  station  in  the  army  during  the  war  of '76; 
neither  lived  nor  died  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  had  a  wife  whose 
name  was  Margaret,  and  not  Martha-  This  James  De  Lancev 
went  to  England  early  in  the  struggle,  and  lived  and  died  at  Bath. 
The  same  confusion  exists  in  Mr.  Sabin's  account  of  his  two 
Olivers  De  Lancev.  They  were  father  and  son,  and  both  (gen- 
eral officers.  Mr.  Sabine  says  that  the  father  went  to  England, 
got  a  a  seat  in  parliament,  and  died  in  1788.  He  is  of  opinion 
ihat  Mr.  Van  Schaick  alludes  to  this  gentleman,  where  he  speaks 
of  an  old  frie^id  who  had  declared  that  Beverlv  should  "hold  his 
hones."  Now,  Gen.  De  Lancey,  the  father,  died  in  command  on 
Long  Island,  about  the  middle  of  the  war,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  vault,  in  Trinity  Church.  The  person  who  was  desirous 
of  leaving  his  bones  at  Beverly,  in  Yorkshire,  has,  most  probably, 
been  some  descendant  of  the  ancient  family  of  Beverly,  which 
migrated  to  Virginia  nearly  two  centuries  since,  and  has  diffused 
its  blood,  as  well  as  its  name,  over  so  many  southern  families. — 
The  Beverly  Robinsons,  of  New  York,  were  of  this  connection  ; 
and  one  of  that  family  may  have  wished  to  die  at  Beverly. 

It  is  a  fact  worth  mentioning,  that  the  venerable  seat  of  the 
Beverlys,  at  Beverly,  in  Yorkshire,  after  an  alienation  of  more 
than  a  century,  has  returned  to  the  old  stock,  one  of  the  Virginia 

■  Beverlys  having  purchased  it,  and  dwelling  there,  at  this  hour. 
But,  between  the  De  Lanceys  and  the  Beverlys,  there  was  no 

■  connection,  and  there  was  no  motive  why  General  De  Lancey 
should  wish  to  "leave  his  bones  there."  Gen.  De  Lancey,  the 
father,  wasr  not  in  parliament,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Sabine,  though 
the  son  was ;  nor  could  the  father  be  "considered  as  belongin*^ 
to  the  council"  in  1782,  having  then  been  dead  several  years. 

Mr.  Sabine  makes  a  daughter  of  Lt.  Gov.  James  De  Lancey 
marry  Sir  William  Draper,  so  well  known  for  his  controversy 
with  Junius.  Sir  William  Draper  married  Susan,  daughter  of 
Oliver  De  Lancey,  senior,  and  the  sister  of  the  person  w-hom  he 
supposes  to  have  permitted  the  outrages  on  Gen.  Woodhull. 

Oliver  De  Lancey  belonged  to  the  middle,  or  Bloomingdale, 
branch  of  his  famih^  which  is  now  extinct  in  the  male  line  ;  its 
last  man  having  been  killed  at  Waterloo,  in  the  person  of  Sir 
,  VVm.  H.  De  Lancey,  the  Quarter-Master  General  of  Welling- 
ton's army.  There  is  no  very  near  relative,  in  this  country,  to 
defend  the  memory  of  the  accused  ;  though  a  daughter  is  living 
in  England.  Still,  justice  should  be  done  ;  and,  in  the  interest 
of  truth,  I  have  written  this  communication.  I  complain  not  of 
the  temper  of  Mr.  Sabine's  book,  which  is  sufficiently  liberal  and 
well  intentioned.  Its  fault,  in  my  opinion,  is  in  attempting  that 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  would  almost  exceed  the  means 
of  any  man  to  do  with  entire  accuracy,  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Sa- 
bine has  collected  much  curious  information  that  is  true,  and  the 
great  difficulty  in  his  case  will  be,  as  I  apprehend  is  usual  with 
historians,  to  winnow  the  kernel  from  the  chaff'. 

Yours  truly,  J.  FENIMORE  COOPEU. 


.TOHANNEvS     DE     PEYSTER. 

ADDITIONAL    INFORMATION    ' 

(To  be  read  in  connection  with  JOHANNES  (l3t,)  page^l.) 

As  before  remarked,  in  the  Introduction,  every  race  which 
tasted  of  the  generosity  and  hospitality  of  the  Hollanders,  re- 
paid them  with  devoted  love  and  service,  except  the  Puritans. 
Though  140  years  have  elapsed  since,  in  time  of  peace,  the 
English,  in  1604,  under  Sir  Robert  Holmes,  robbed  the  Neth- 
erlands of  their  most,  as  it  has  since  proved,  important  colony, 
and  five  generations  have  intervened  between  the  writer  and 
his,  then  living,  ancestor,  I  can  well  understand  the  loyalty 
which  warmed  the  breast  of  Johannes  dePeyster  from  the 
emotions  which  actuate  my  own  heart,  whenever  I  recal  the 
past  preeminence,  the  honorable  achievements,  peaceful  as  well 
as  warlike,  of  that  people  who,  in  the  words  of  Davies,  their 
best  English  historian,  herein  quoted,  had  at  this  era,  1660, 
reached  the  summit  of  their  glory  and  prosperity.  "  In  alli- 
ance with  nearly  all  the  powers  oi"  Europe,  their  navigation,  se- 
cured by  the  pacification  of  the  norrhern  nations  and  by  the  late 
commercial  treaty  with  France,  their  commerce,  now  extend- 
ed to  every  part  of  the  world,  and  supplying  the  deficiencies  of 
one  country  from  the  superfluities  of  another,  diffused  comfort 
andeivilization  among  ail,  and  rendered  Holland  the  storehouse 
of  Europe.  Norway,  it  was  iimly  said,  icas  her  forest,  the  hanks 
of  the  Rhine,  the  Garonne,  and  the  Dordogne,  her  vineyards;  Sile- 
sia, Poland,  Saxony,  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Ireland,  were  her  sheep 
folds  ;  Prussia  and  Poland  her  granaries  ;  India  and  Arabia 
her  gardens.  Increasing  trade  and  manufactures  supported  a 
nimierous  population  in  abundance  and  contentment;  while 
the  government,  under  the  influence  of  the  enlightened  De 
Witt,  maintaining  itself  on  the  legitimate  basis  of  its  own 
energy  and  wisdom,  had  rendered  itself  cherished  at  home 
and  respected  abroad."' ' 

Thank  Heaven !    my  sturdy   ancestor,  Johannes,!    who,  m 

*  CM.  Davies'  History  of  Holland  and  the  Dutch  Nation,p3igQ  23,  vol.  iii. 

t  The  records  of  the  coleny  afford  ample  testimony  that  Johannes  (1st)  dePeys- 
ter was  a  person  of  cliaracter,  station  and  wealth,  for  that  day,  for,  at  once,  on  his 
arrival,  he  assumed  a  prominejit  position  in  the  colony,  and  exerted  much  influence, 
both  on  account  of  his  property  and  parts.  His  children  and  grand-children  also  in- 
herited his  abilities  and  political  inlluence.  It  is  unfortunate  tliat  Major  Davezac, 
V.  S.  Charpe  d'AlTaires  at  tiio  Hague,  (referred  to  in  tiie  Introduction,  at  page  vi,) 
who  had  interested  himself  in  collectin^j  information  a»  to  our  family  prior  to  their 
emigration  from  Holland,  should  have  died  immediately  on  hia  return  and  before  h« 
had  an  opportunity  of  imparting  to  my  father  what  he  knew.  J.  W.  dbP. 
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1653,  who,  although"  just  arrived  in  this  country — 1652  or  '3— 
offered  cl^  his  contribution,  810.  a  considerable  sum  in  those 
days  (only  exceeded  by  12  of  the  most  opulent  and  oldest  set- 
tlers, 9  of  whom  i,'ave  8S0,  and  3  860,')  towards  erectino-  the 
city  palisades,  was  not  a  member  of  that  municipal  body,  who, 
frustrating  the  loyal  determination  of  the  gallant  Stuyv'estant, 
enabled  the  English,  by  their  disafiection,  to  gain  possession  of 
the  city  of  New  Amsterdam  without  bloodshed  or  warlike  ex- 
ertion. JoiiAxxES  had  been  in  otfice  in  1655,  '7,  '8,  and  '62, 
[Sc7ie/)en,\  but  had  returned  to  private  life  in  1664,  when  Nich- 
olls  took  the  place.  In  1665,  the  government  being  appa- ' 
rently  firmly  vested  in  the  British  crown,  he  was  appointed 
Schepcn,  and  in  1666,  "7,  '9,  and  '73,  the  form  of  government 
having  been  changed  to  one  corresponding  with  that  of  the 
conquerors,  Alderman,  In  1673,  the  Dutch,  their  squadron  un- 
der Admiral,  or  Commodore,  Evertson  and  Commodore  Binkes, 

,  their  land  forces  under  Captain  Colve.  recaptured  the  colony, 
in  which  operation  they  displayed  a  gallantry  and  nerve  as 
remarkable  as  it  was  deficient  in  the  English  commander  and 
his  garrison. 

"  It  is  easily  to  be  conceived  what  joy  this  illustrious  triumph 
occasioned  among  the  Netherland  colonists,  who  had'rernained  i 
there.     The  valiant  Evertson,  arLxious  and  solicitous   for  the 

.  preservation  of  the  colony,  provided  for  a  regular  administra- 
tion (commissioning  Captain  Anthony  Colve  to  be  governor,) 
and  sulFicient  garrisons  which  had  been  sent  with  him,  for  the 
forts,  the  capital,  and  all  such  places  as  necessity  required;  ta- 
king a  further  precaution  to  leave  there  two  armed  vessels 
for  its  greater  security,  (H.  C. ;)  and  in  the  early  part  of  Au- 
gust, 1673,  having  changed  the  name  of  the  city  ol  New  York 
to  that  of  New  Orange,  issued  their  proclamation  organizing 
municipal  institutions,  to  conform  to  those  of  the  fatherland. 
This  document  was  in  thi  following-  words :    (V.  H.  N.  Y.) 

"  The  Commanders  and* Honorable  Council  of  War  in  the 
service  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lord  States  General  of 
the  United  Netherlands  and    his  Serene   Highness,  the  Lord    . 
Prince  of  Orange,  etc.,  Health. 

"  Whereas,  we  have  deemed  it  necessary,  for  the  advantage 
and  prosperity  of  our  city.  New  Orange,  recently  restored  to 
the  obedience  of  the  said  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  Netherlands  and  His  Serene  Highness,  the 
Lord  Prince  of  Orange,  to  reduce  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  this  city  to  its  previous  character  of  Schout, 
Burgomasters  and  Scliepens,?iS  is  practised  in  all  the  cities  of  our 
Father-land,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  maintained  and 
administered  to  all  good  inhabitants,  without  respect  or  regard 
to  person.  Therefore,  we,  by  virtue^of  our  commission,  in  the 
names  and  on  behalf  of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords  States 
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General  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  His  Serene  Highnesis, 
the  Lord  Prince  of  Oran2:e,  have  elected,  from  the  nomination 
exhibited  by  those  in  office,  as  regents  of  this  city,  for  the  term 
of  one  current  year. 

^*  ^c/ioM^  (1,)— Anthony  De  Milt. 

[  Johannes  Van  Brugh, 
As  Burgomasters  (2)  <  Joiiaxxes  dePeyster, 
(  Egidius  Liiyck. 
fWilliam  Beeckman, 
j  Jeronimus  Ebbingh, 
As  Schepens  (3)     -     <(  Jacob  Kip, 

I  Laurens  Yauderspeigle, 
(^Geieyn  Verplanck. 
Which  above  named  Schout.  Burgomasters  and;Schepens  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  govern  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city,  both  bui-ghers  and  strangers,  conformably  to  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  our  pather-lanu,  and  make  therein  such  orders  as 
fhefj  shall  find  advantageous  and  proper  to  this  city.  (Here  the 
paper  is  destroyed.)  And  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  well 
and  strictly  ordered  and  enjoined  to  respect  and  honor  the  above 
named  regents,  in  their  respective  qualities,  as  all  loyal  and 
faithful  subjects  are  bound  to  do.  Done  at  the  fortress  William 
Henry,  this  17th  August,  A.  D.,  1673. 

Jacob  Benckes,  Nicholas  Boes, 

Cornells  Everrsen,  Jr..  A.  Colve, 

A.  V.  Van  Zeyl." 
A  little  more  than  a  year  afterwards,  (9th  October,  [1 0th 
November],!  074,)  New  Orange,  having  been  definitely  ceded 
to  the'  English  and  aaain  known  as  New  York,  Johannes  and 
bis  family,  having  lost  all  hope  of  being  restored  to  the  fa- 
therly dominion  of  the  vStates'General,  held  many  important 
offices  under  the  Briti-sh  srovernment,  and  again  suffered  for 
their  loyaltv  when  the  Revolution  overthrew  the  roval  author- 
ity. '  '  ..T 

Accordins:  to  the  list  of  the  wealthier  inhabitants  oi  New 
Amsterdam,' 13th  March,  A.  D.  1653,  the  Municipal  Authorities 
assessed  Johannes  dePeyster,  just  arrived,  100  guilders,  only. 
1 1  persons  payin£r  more  than  he.  His  name  stands  filth  on  the 
list  of  those  who  shall  "provisonally  contribute  for  the  purpose 
of  putting  the  city  in  a  state  of  defence,"'  which  list  appears  to 

(1)  Sc7<ou<— Mayor.— (J/fljre  (Mayor.)  BaiWj  (Bailiff.)— See  Webster's  Revised 
Dictionary — Fr.; 

(2)  Bargeraeester  (Dh)— Burgotnasler  or  Mayor — {Maire  (Mayor.)  Bourg- 
"testrc  (Burgomaster)  titre  dfs  premiers  maeistrats  des  villes  d'Hollande.  (The 
B are  the  chief  mrt'^istrdtea  ot"  tiio  great  towns  iu  Holland,  Flanders  and  Ger- 
many.) 

(3)  Schepen  (Eehevin,  Fr.)  Sheriff,  Alderman,  or  Jndge,  accordin;  to  ioc&Iity- 


I 
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be  arrauged  in  accordance  with  the  position  of  the  different 
parties.  (H.  C.)  In  the  "list  of  inhabitants  who  offered  loans 
for  erecting  the  city  palisades."  in  the  same  year,  1653,  his 
name  is  fourth,  and  his  contribution  §40.  a  contribution  only 
exceeded  by  11  of  the  oldest  settlers  who  had  large  investments 
at  stake  in  buildings,  &c.,  liable  to  fire  in  case  of  a  hostile  at- 
tack. (Y.  H,  N.  V.)  In  1655  another  tax  and  contribution  list 
was  made  out  to  raise  means  to  defray  the  debt  for  construct- 
ing the  city  defences.  "This  list  embraces  all  the  taxable  in- 
habitants at  that  time.  The  several  amounts  are  given  in  the 
currency  of  the  present  day  in  round  tuirnbers.  Several  in- 
cluded in  the  list  were  non-residents,  but  held  taxable  interests 
in  the  city."  The  name  of  Johannes  dePeyster  stands  6th 
therein  against  an  assessment  of  $20,  and  lower  down  that  of 
his  son-in-law,  Paulus  Schick,  1st  husband  of  his  daughter, 
M.-vRiA,  who  afterwards  married  the  jMayor,  David  Provoost, 
Jr.  On  this  occasion,  however,  the  amount  itself  appears  to  be 
and  can  be  no  indication  of  the  wealth  of  the  parties  contrib- 
uting, as  the  wealthiest  pay  by  no  means  the  highest  rates.  In 
1674,  a  Tax  List  of  New  Amsterdam  was  prepared,  as  "the  ex- 
traordinary expenses  attending  the  repair  of  the  fortifications 
and  providing  for  the  public  defence,  after  the  reconquest  of 
the  city,  by  the  Dutch,  in  1673,  led  t«  the  imposition  of  a  direct 
tax  on  those  citizens  whose  estates  were  worth  at  least  1,000 
guilders.  The  following  list  was  made  out  by  a  Board  of  six 
Assessors  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  :" 

In  this  Johannes  dePeyster  is  assessed  at  15,000  guilders, 
[the  same  amount  as  the  remarkable  Jacob  Lbisler,]  only  7 
individuals  exceeding  that  sum.  f  H.  C.) 

In  Valentine's  History  6f  New  York  is  given  the  "  List  of 
Owners  of  Houses  and  Lots  in  the  city,  about  the  year  1764,  at 
the  final  cession  to  the  English;'property  being  classified  as  to  its 
relative  value,  as  1st,  2d,  3d,  and  4th,  with  the  national  de.'5cent 
of  the  persons  named — to  illustrate  the  condition  of  the  popula- 
tion at  that  era — and  their  estimated  wealth,"  which  "estimate 
of  the  wealth  of  the  several  inhabitants  of  New  York,  at  this 
period,  is  not  based  upon  any  single  document,  but  is  compiled 
from  various  sources,  and  is  only  designed  by  the  author  to  be 
considered  as  an  approximate  estimate,  formed  from  the  best 
evidence  within  his  reach."'  In  this  Johannes  dePeyster  is  set 
down  as  the  oujner  of  prcrperty  on  the  present  Broad'Street,  east 
side,  between  South  William-street  and  Broad-street,  then 
known  as  a  part  of  the  Hee7e Graft  and  Pr hires'  Graft :  second 
class  of  property ;  (this  "second"  must  be  an  error,  or  else  the 
value  appeaf?  to  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  classifica- 
tion, as  some  worth  only  §1,000  and  $L500  are  placed  in  the 
1st  category  :j  national  descent,  Dutch  :  estimated  wealth,  $10,- 
000  ;  an  amount  exceeded  by  that  of  only  10  other  individu- 
als." (V.H.  N.  Y.; 
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In  the  List  of  Inhabitants  of  the  city  in  1703,  (V.  H.  N.  Y.,) 
five  dePeysters  appear  therein  as  Heads  op  Familius,  whose 
house  servants  equal  those  of  any  other  family  and  much  ex- 
ceed those  of  equal  standing  :  . 


Head3  of  Families. 

Ut.  ABRAHAM,  {1st.— Acting  Gover- 
nor, Memher  «/"  ttte  King's  Council, 
Treasurer  of  X.  Y.  amd  N.  Jersey, 
Chief  Justice, Colonel,Mayor,<^c.<^c. 
See  pages  23  a  6,  supra.) 

?J.  CORNELIA,  (Widow   of  Joha.vnes, 
.  {IsK)  Mayor, ^c.)  See  page  21,  sapra.) 

3a.  JOHANNES,  (Zth  son  o/Johannes 
(Ist,) — Mayor,  Member  of  the  Legis- 
latur'e,  ^c.  See  (*6),  page  22,  supra) 

4tb.  ISAAC,  (,4i7i  scm  of  Johannes  (1st), 
Member  of  the  Legislature,  <^c.  See 
(*4),  pa5;a  22,  supra.) 

fith.  CORNELIUS,  {1th  son  of  Joiiah- 
SKs  (1st),  1st  Chamberlain  of  the 
City  of  N.  Y.,  Captain  of  Foot,  4-c. 
See  (*7),  page  22-'3,  supra.) 

David  Provost,  Jr.,  who  mafried 
Maria,  eldest  daughter  of  Johan- 
nes (1st),  Mayor,  ^-c.  See  (tl.)  pa- 
ges 21-'2,  supra.) 


Family  and  Domestic  Household. 

1  male,  2  females,  4  children,  5  negroas, 
2  nejjressea,  2  nejro  childreu. 


1  fem^e,  2  childrea,  I  aegro,  1  usffreas. 

1   male,  1  female,  4  childraa,   1  negro, 
2  negresaea,  2  negro  childreu. 

1  male,   1  female,    6   children,   3  negro 
children. 

1  male,  2  females,  4  children,  I  negraas, 
1  negro  cbdd. 


1  male, 


and  1  negresa. 


— ,  5  childreUi  9  negroee 


COLONEL  DE  HERR  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER. 

'{Being  additional  information  in  connection   with   {ABRAHAM,    1st  A)  Paget 
23-6,  supra, and  Note  A) 

O*  Since  the  note  on  de  Heer,  de  Heer — foot  of  page  23  was  published  I  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  conversiu?  witii  the  Chevalier  Hd  de  Formanoir  de  la  Ca- 
ziERE,  from  Anderlecht,  near  Brusisels,  Belgium,  who  informed  me  that  this  title 
de  Heer  is  equivalent  to  that  of  Chevalier,  he  being  entitled  to  it,  and  that  the  hel- 
met {heaume,  heraldic  word  or  terra)  surmounting  the  dePeyster  shield  is  that  of  « 
Chevalier  (somewhat  equivalent  to  Baronet). 


A  person  examining  the  most  popular  histories  of  the  Pro- 
vince and  State  of  New  York  might  be  surprised  that  the 
name  of  Col.  Abraham   dePeyster  appears  so    seldom  therein, 

(A)  Richard,  £ari  o/  Bf^/omo/if,  was  appointed  to  succeed  Col.  FLETCHea,  in 
the  year  1695,  but  did  not  receive  his  commission  (dated  1st  July)  till  the  18th 
June,  1697  ;  and  as  he  delayed  his  voyage  till  after  the  peace  of  Rtiwick,  V7hich 
was  signed  the  10th  of  September  following,  he  was  blown  oti'  our  coast  of  Barba- 
does,  and  did  not  arrive  here  before  the  2d  of  April,  1C98. 

*       '  »  »  »  * 

Whoa  Lord  Bellomont  was  appointed  to  the  government  of  these  proTinces  (New 
York    and  New  J*«r9ey,)  the  King  did  him  the  honor  to  say,  "that  ho  thought  him  a 
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did  he  not  remember  that  the  authority  most  frequently  quoted  is 
the  History  published  under  the  direction  of  the  New  York 
Historical  Society  in  1830.  the  namesake  and  father  of  whose 
author,  Col.  Hon.  Mr.  Smith,  was  the  bitter  political  opponent 
of  Col.  dePey3Ter.  who,  on  the  Mth  April,  1701,  before  the 
provincial  Lesrislature,  charged  him,  said  Smith,  that  he 
had  transcended  his  powers,  and  that  he  had  no  right,  whatev- 
er, to  act  as  Gov'ernor  pro  tern,  of  the  Province.  [In  this  connec- 
*tion,  examine  Dr.  O'Callaghan's  communication  of  23d  Decem- 
ber, 1853,  page  25,  supra.]  In  this  position  dePeyster  was  sus- 

man  of  resolutioa  and  integrity,  and,  with  these  qualities,  more  likely  than  any  other 
he  ^could  think  of  to  put  a  slop  to  the  growtii  of  piracy." — [Page  141,  vol.  1, 
S.H.N.  Y.J 

Ab  Fletcher,  through  the  whole  of  his  adrhinistration,  had  been  eatirdy  influea- 
ced  by  the  enemies  (aristccrats)  of  Leisler,  noihiu':;  would  be  more  agreeable  lo 
the  numerous  adherents  (popular  party;  of  that  inihappy  man,  than  the  EarFa  disaf- 
fection for  the  late  governor,  ft  was  for  this  reason  they  immediately  devoted 
theniselve"'  to  his  lordship  as  the  head  of  their  party. 

The  majority  of  the  members  of  the  coannil  were  Fletcher's  friends,  (aristo- 
crats,) and  there  needed  notliing  more  to  render  t!:em  obaoxious  to  his  Iprdship. — 
Leiiler'b  advocates  at  the  same  time  mortally  iiated  them  ;  not  only  because  they 
had  Imbrued  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  principal  men  of  their  party,  but  also 
because  they  had  engrossed  the  .sole  confidence  of  the  late  governor,  and  brought 
down  his  resentmenl  upon  tiiem.  Hence,  at  ihe  cummancemont  of  the  EarTa  ad- 
ministration, the  member.^  of  the  council  had  everything  to  fear  ;  while  the  party 
they  had  depressed  began  once  again  to  erect  its  head,  under  the  smiles  of  a  gov- 
ernor who  was  fond  of  their  aid,  as  they  were  so  solicitous  to  conciliate  his  favor. — 
[Page  145,  vol.  1.  S.  H.  N.  Y.] 

Great  alterations  were  made  in  the  (King's)  Council  at  his  E.xceilency's  (Lord 
Bellomont)  return  from  Albany.  Bayard,  Meinvielie,  Willet,  Tov/nly  and  Law- 
rence were  all  suspended  on  the  23th  September,  (1693)  ;.  and  Colonel  Abraham  de 
Petster.Robert  Livingston,  (my  grandmother  dePayster's  great-great  grandfather) 
and  Samuel  Staats  called  to  that  board.  The  uext  day  Frederick  Philipse  raoigned 
and  Robert  Walters  was  sworn  in  his  stead.     (Page  149,  Vol.  I,  .S.  H.  N.  Y.) 

The  Earl  (of  Beu^omont)  was  a  man  of  art  and  polite  manners,  and  being  a 
mortal  enemy  to  the  French,  as  well  as  a  lover  of  libertij,  he  would  doubtless  been  of 
considerable  service  to  the  colony;  tjiit  he  died  here  on  the  7th  of  i\Iarch,  1701, 
when  he  was  but  just  become  acquainted  v/ith  the  colony. 

The  Earl  of  Bellomont's  death  was  the  source  of  new  troubles,  for  Nanfan,  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  he'.r,^  then  abse7it  ia  Barbadces,  high  disputes  arose  among  the 
counsellors,  concerning  tiie  exercise  of  the  powers  of  government.  Abrahau  de 
Peyster,  Samuel  Staats,  Robert  Walters,  and  Thomas  Weaver,  who  sided 
with  the  (popular)  party  that  adhered  to  Leisler,  insisted  that  the  government  was 
devolved  upon  the  council,  who  had  a  right  to  act  by  a  majority  of  voices ;  but  Col. 
Smith  contended  that  all  the  powers  of  the  late  goveriior  were  devolved  upon  him  as 
president,  ho  being  the  eldest  member  of  that  board.  Colonel  Schuyler  and  Robert 
LrviNGSTO.v,  who  did  not  arrive  in  town  till  the  iJlst  of  March,  joined  Mr.  Smith,  and 
refused  to  appear 'at  the  council  board  till  near  the  middle  of  April.  The  assembly 
which  was  convened  on  the  2d  of  that  month,  v/ere  in  equal  perplexity,  for  they  ad- 
journed from  day  to  day,  wailing  the  issue  of  this  rupture.  Both  parlies  contiuuiug 
inflexible,  those  members  who  opposed  Colonel  Smith  s?nt  down  to  the  houae  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  controversy,  assirraing  a  number  of  reasons  for  the  silting  of  tlie  aa- 
seuibly,  which  the  house  took  iuto  their  consideration,  and  on  the  16th  of  April,  re- 
solved, that  the  execution  of  the  Earl's  commisiiioa  and  instructions,  ia  the  absence 
of  the  lieutenant  governor,  was  the  right  of  tl;e  council  by  majority  of  voices,  and 
not  of  any  single  member  of  that  board  ;  and  this  was  afterwards  the  opinion  of  the 
lords  of  trade.  (Col.  de  Peyster  triumphed.  See  list  of  the  Royal  Governors, 
jw^e  27,  supra).    The  disputes,  nevertheless,  continuiDg  in  the  council,  strenaoDsly 
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tained  by  the  Legislature,  which  decided  that  Smith  had  no 
right  to  exert  the  authority  which  he  assumed  to  possess,  but 
that  the  powers  of  oovernment  were  vested  in  the  whole  Coun- 
cil, of  which  dePeyster  was  President — his  seniors.at  the  same 
time  his  political  opponents,  Colonel  Smith,  Colonel  Schuyler, 
and  RoberL  Livingston,  refusing  to  appear.  The  last  belonged 
to  the  aristocratic  or  anti-Leisler  party — {Grandees,  Papists  and 
James'  rncn) — which  had  judicially  murdered  Governor  Leis- 
LEH  and  his  son-in-law  Mileorne.  Col.  dePeyster  was  the 
leader  of  the  popular  party,  who  adhered  to  the  martyr  Leis- 
LBE,  and  maintained  their  protestant  and  democratic  principles, 
for  which  he  had  been  hunted  to  the  death  by  Bayard  and  Liv- 
ingston. It  may  be  satisfactory  to  mention  here  that  the  Lords 
of  Trade  afterwards  coincided  with  the  Legislature  and  popu- 
lar members  of  the  Council,  So  much  for  Smith's  studious 
avoidance  of  giving  my  ancestor  the  credit  due  him  for  his  pa- 
triotism, influence  and  rnnnliness. 

Facts,  it  is  said,  !>peak  louder  than  words,  but,  in  order  that 
ihey  may  exert  their  influence,  it  becomes  necessary  to  make 
them  generally  known.  First,  in  support  of  my  position  here- 
in, we  find  dePeyster  set  down  in  an  English  statistical  work 
[see  Note  D  vt  E,  page  2Q,  supra]published  in  London  in  1794, 
where  all  the  public  documents  necessary  to  establish  the  facts 
were  open  to  the  author,  and,  secondly.inthe  Assembly  Records 
[see  Note  C,  page  24,]  that  at  a  Council  held  at  Fort  Wil- 
liam Henry,  19th  April.  1701,  the  Honorable  (Colonel)  Abra- 
ham dePeyster  presiding,  and  therefore  acting  as  Governor  of 
the  Province,  prorogued  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
House  obeyed.  This  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  Legisla- 
ture considered    the    power  vested  in  the  presiding  officer. — 

supported  by  Mr.  Livingston,  the  house,  on  the  19th  of  April,  thought  proper  to  ad- 
journ theniEeives  to  the  first  Tuesd&y  in  June.  In  this  interval,  on  the  19th  of  May, 
John  Nanfan,  the  lieutenant  governor,  arrived,  aad  eetiled  the  controversy  by  taking 
upon  himself  the  supreme  command.     {Pages  156-7,  Vol.  I,  S.  H.  N.  1'.) 

Attwood,  who  was  then  CJiief  Justice  of  the  Supremo  Court,  was  now  sworn  of 
the  Council.  Abrauam  de  Pevstek  and  Robert  Waltlrs  were  hie  Assistants  on 
the  Bench ;  aud  me  former  was  also  made  Deputy  Auditor  General  under  Mr. 
Blaithwait. 

«  •  »  »  •  ■ 

The  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  the  major  part  of  the  board  of  council,  tosfether 
with  the  several  officers  above  named,  being  strongly  in  the  interest  of  the  Leislerian 
(liberal)  party,  it  was  uot  a  little  surprising  that  Mr.  Nanfran  dissolved  the  late  As- 
sembly on  the  1st  of  Jane  last,  (1701.) 

*  »  «  »  » 

Great  were  the8trugg:les  at  elections,  which,  however,  generally  prevailed  in  favor  of 
those  who  joined  LeibLEa  at  the  revolution  ;  and  lience,  whoa  the  Assembly  met,  on 
'he  19th  of  Aocrnst,  1701,  Abraham  Gover.n'E'JR  was  elected  for  their  Speaker. — 
Dutchess,  a  county,  now  so  numerous  and  onuiont,  was  s-?Hssed  in  the  year  1702  be- 
low any  other — contrioutiug  but  £IS  to  a  ta.x  of  £-2{}[)Q — was  thought  heretofore  in- 
capable of  bearing  the  charge  of  a  representation  ;  but  the  people  of  that  county, 
oow  animated  by  the  heat  of  the  times,  sent  Jacob  Rutsen  and  Adrian  Garrrtson 
torepreseat  them  in  Assembly. — [Peg"?  ir*3-'9,  vol.  1,  S.  H.  N.  Y.J 
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Shortly  after,  Col.  dePeystbr,  of  the  Council,  and  Capt.  dePeys- 
TEE,  one  of  the  Representatives,brought  in  a  bill  against  Robert 
LdviNGSTON,  [see  LivixGSTON,  II.  A.  G.,  pages  155  a  163  and 
201,]  an  influential  and  astute  persecuter  of  Leisler  and  op- 
ponent of  every  one  imbued  with  his  liberality  of  sentiment, 
civil  and  religious.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  every  similar  one. 
Smith,  inspired  by  party  rancour,  rushes  into  the  extreme  of 
laudation,  ro  clear  his  ally  from  the  charges  preferred,  and  pre- 
sent him  to  posterity  as  an  innocent  and  injured  man.  Had 
Lord  Bellomont  lived,  or  Hon.  Mr.  Naxfan  continued  in  of- 
fice, the  sentence  of  death  for  treason  passed  on  Bayard,  anoth- 
er ally,  by  Attwood,  Chief  Justice,  and  (Col.)  dePf.yster  and 
Walters,  puisne  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  would  have 
been  carried  into  eifect,  and  the  traitor  sent  to  join  his  victims 
Leisler  and  Milborxe — whose  attainder  was  subsequently  re- 
versed, their  fair  fame  cleared  from  dishonor,  and  property  re- 
stored to  their  family — and  Livingston  would  doubtless  have 
met  the  fate  he  also  deserved.  Smith,  likewise,  would  have 
felt  the  weight  of  the  law,  had  he  had  the  courage  to  take  a 
stand,  like  hisbolder  associates  and  abettors. 

The  only  time  that  I  find  Smith  and  dePeyster  acling  with 
apparent  unanimity,  is  when  they  were  selected  to  carry  to  the 
Five  Nations  the  assurance  that  the  Provincial  Government  of 
New  York  would  aid  them  in  resisting  the  French  and  the 
French  Indians. 

It  may  be  asked,  aud  with  some  reason,  on  the  part  of  those 
ignorant  of  the  progress  of  New  England  influence  and  politi- 
cal corruption,  if  the  dePeysterSjWattses  and  deLanceys  were 
"so  prominent  150  or  175  years  since,  how  is  it  they  are  so  lit- 
tle in  public  life,  or  their  names  in  the  public  mouths,  at  the 
present  day  ?  The  answers  are  diverse  but  conclusive.  1st. 
They  were  too  Dutch,  i.e.  Hollander,  i.e.  honest,  steady  and  pat- 
riotic, [note  3,  p.vii;  note  4.p.viii.&c.,]  too  unselfish  in  their  love 
to  their  native  land  and  its  truly  liberal  principles,  to  coalesce 
with  the  subtle,  money-worshiping,  false,  and  pushing  Yankees, 
who  flowed  in  like  a  flood  when  the  short-lived  gratitude  due 
to  his  countrymen,  (the  people  of  the  United  Provinces,)  who 
had  emancipated  England — a  blessing  Puritanism  could  never 
have  accomplished — bad  expired  almost  with  the  last  sigh  of 
their  heroic  monarch,  William  (III)  Prince  of  Orange,  and  been 
forgotten  at  the  accession  of  the.  House  of  Brunswick ;  and 
when,  like  the  plague  of  the  Eg}^tian  frogs,  the  New  Engkind 
adventurers  invaded  the  private  circles  and  public  offices  of  the 
rich  and  flourishing  colony  of  New  York,  whose  fertile  fields 
and  glorious  commercial  advantages  h'ed  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury been  the  object  of  their  unceasing,  inordinate  desires. 

2d,  They  were  loyalists,  and  loyalty  in  this  country  has  al- 
ways been  viewed  as  on  unpardonable  crime,  admitting  ot  no 
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justification  or  explanation  ;  not  only  loyalty  to  an  earthly  sov- 
ereign, but  loyalty  to  God,  to  His  law,  to  principles  of  justice.. 
when  opposed  to  the  will  of  the  majority,  in  fact  any  loyalty 
hut  that  which  acknowledges  the  vox  populi,  vox  del.  Alas, 
that  deus  which  too  often  the  people  acknowledge,  and  whose 
will  they  expound.is  an  infernal  god,  whose  behests  are  terrible 
.  riminalities.  The  people,  in  the  vast  majority  cff  cases,  judge 
from  impulse — scarcely  ever  from  reason. 

3d,  Their  historv,  as  I  have,  before  remarked,  was  written  by  a 
bigoted  political  opponent.  ^  Although  his  son  professes,  in  his  me- 
moir of  the  author,  that  he  teas  "tolerant  and  just  to  those  from 
whom  he  differed  most,"  let  his  oivn  representations  pronounce  his 
rondemnation,  for  from  harsher  judgment  on  the  faults  of  his 
opponents  Heaven  defend  us.  If  a  "model  of  Christian  perfec- 
tion," Charity  has  little  to  do  ivith  Christian  exemplars.  Every 
act  susceptible  of  the  slightesc  condemnation  is  painted  by 
Mr.  Smith  in  such  colors  as  to  make  it  a  prominent  feature,  and 
studied  silence  with  regard  lo  the  more  amiable  and  brighter 
qualities  of  his  adversaries  broods  over  every  page  of  his  work. 

4th,  My  race  appear  to  have  shrunk  from  the  judgment  of 
of  public  prejudice,  on  account  of  our  ancestors'  opposition  to 
what  they  deemed  rebellion,  forgetting  that  long  before  rebell- 
\  ioa  had  become  a  good  speculation,  they  withstood  the  aristo- 
cratic and  absolute  party  asd  asserted  the  rights  of  the  people. 
When  the  Livingstons  were  Lords  of  i^e  3/a;2or  and  judged  and 
acted  as  sucb,the  dePeysters,  WATTSES,and  deLaxceys  espoused 
the  popular  side,  an  unpopular  cause  then,  and  maintained  it 
at  great  hazard.  But  years  after,  when  the  wind  of  fortune 
•sat  in  a  different  quarter,  abandoning  the  track  of  duty  for  that 
of  interest,  the  aristocrats  hauled  down  their  silken  pennons, 
hoisted  the  flag  of  resistance,  now  for  selfish  reasons  their 
own,  saved  fortune  and'influence  and  won  reputation.  A  half 
f'-entury  had  scarcely  rolled  over  the  land,  and  where  were  they? 
Short  sighted  mortals  !     Echo  answers,  where  ? 


JOHANNES     {John)    DU     PEYSTER, 
M  Son  of  that  name,  and  6th  Son  of  Johannes  (1st)  db  Peyster. 

Ste  (.T*6)  text,  aud  note  G.ipage  22,  supra. 

Examine  the  Journal  of   the  General  Assembly.     See  note  C.fpage  24,  lupra. 

Johannes  was   a  person  of  fine  parts,  popular  manners,  and 
superior  ability  in  military  matters,  particularly  the  adminis- 
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trative  parts.  In  1698-'9*  he  was  at  the  same  time  Mayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  a  Representative  of  the  Municipality 
in  the  Provincial  Legislature.  On  the  26th  of  May,  1698,  we 
find  him  one  of  lour  members  active  in  maintaining  the 
purity  of  the  elective  I'ranchise,  and  complaining  against  the 
undue  return  of  representatives  made  by  the  SheritL  ^October 
1st.  30th.  1700;  and  in  subsequent  years  there  were  two  de 
Peysters  of  the  name  of  John  (i.  e.  Johannes  and  John,)  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Colonial  Assembly,  one  of  whom  was 
the  Capfain  of  the  Troop  of  Horse  attached  to  the  regiment 
(comprising'685  men)  of  which  his  eldest  brother  Abraham  (1st) 
was  Colonel.     {See  Note  F,  pai^e  26,  siqjra.) 

In  174-1,  C APT. JoiiN"  dePf.vster  was  still  a  Member^  and  one  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Indian  Duty  at  Albany,  and,  together 
with  Phtlip  Ltvingstox.  discharged  the  duties  of  Quartermaster 
and  Commissioner  [Engineer  /]  for  fortifying  Oswego,  &c.t 
In  1750  he  was  Commissioner  of  repairs  to  the  Fort  at  Albany  ; 
in  1751,  Commissioner  for  the  collection  of  duties  h.'vied  on 
goods  carried  to  Osv.'ego  :  in  1753,  Commissioner  for  the  con- 
struction of  cabins  (temporary  barracks  or  quarters  (huts  /)J 
for  the  soldiers,  and  repairs  to  the  Fort  at  Aleanv  ;  in  1754. 
he  was  appointed,  and  performed  the  duties  of,  an  Oijicer  and 
Inspector  of  Ordnance,  and  in  August,  1755,  he  was  one  of  the 
the  two  Commissioners ^  J ov  carrying  on  the  first  expedition 
against  Crown  Poi.vT. 


*  He  was  succe'rded  in  llie  mayoralty  by  hisbrother-m-law,  David  Provost,  Jr. 
who  married  his  eldeet  sister  Maria,  and  was  Captain  of  the  2d  (Battalion,)  Com- 
pany of  Foot,  in  the    Regiment    commanded   by  his  eldest   brother,   Abraham,  Ibt 

»■ 

t  The  notices  of  the  foliowiuj;  appropriations  may  be  interesting  to  show  the  rela- 
tive costs  of  military  preparations  110  yetir^  ago  and  at  trie  present  time.  In  1774, 
an  account  appears  in  the  Assembly  Joaru-i!  "  of  Masieurs  John  DePf.yster 
and  PniLip  Livingsto.v,  Junior,  of  dl'-buriements  tor  materials  and  workmen,  <Scc. , 
for  making  up  the  Bastion  in  the  Fori  al  Albany,  diamomuing  the  old  -juus  and 
mounting  the  new  ones,  amouuliDg  to  the  sum  of  jt'58  s5  d2^  :  or'about  ,9230.  Al?o 
another  account  of  same  commis.sioners  "'for  purchasing  powder,  transportn:?^  caunoii, 
and  other  charges  to  Oswego:  amonaliug  to  the  sum  of  il.31  sl4  d6"i  ;"!'about  .^634 
and  it  was  therefore  "Resolved  that  there  be  paid  unto  J.  du  P.  &.  P.  L.  Jr.,  for 
their  account  of  powder,  and  transporting  cannon  to  the  eeveral  out-roriification?  : 
tfaoBumof£131  8l4  d6i." 

t  Huts,  email  honsea  constrncted  for  troopato  lodge  in  during  the  winter  season  ; 
they  may  be  made  of  logs,  earth  or  branches  of  trees.  Hutted  cnmpg  wern  common 
during  our  revolutionary  war.     Hoyt's  Military  Dictionary 
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yOTE  (m  eonnaetion  with  pages  44-5,  generally,  and  f  3d  ^  4th  page  46  tuvr.a.) 

>  As  an  evideuca  of  (ho  intensity  of  tlic  family  feuds  which  nlionatad  the  dif- 

;#reDt  partks  p/lor  to  the  Kevoi;jtion,  tlin  foilowins  Gnecilotp  ia  sti  tar  worihr  of  commeuio/atlon 
»!i  li)  prove  thiit  ths  fi>oliii;<iflsrcii(ied  lo  and  actirucdevfii  llieirdepandont^  and  sluvcs.  Aiiiu- 
Isttefetaale  slave  belimginu  to  the  iiELiNcvs  ran  away  and  Mo\f.  a  pair  ot'  -hoe^.  Arretted,  fla- 
araati  delceto,  tliey  dftmnmled,  uiih  ihieBts,  to  whom  shi;  bclunied.  The  boaor  of  Jiar  mastet'* 
riniily  was  safe  in  the  poorrrt'aturo's  hands,  lor  ilie  detpmiiu'Ml  to  go  to  ia.il  and  be  whippfd.or 
ororM,  for  stealing  was  then  punishable  with  <leath  ;  and  to  the  astonishment  of  nil.  she'^dectar- 
<•(!  that  she  belonged  to  the  Ltv;M;sT0S3,  that  li;r  (li.'gracE  nf  oivnership  in  a  di'lmnesv  tlave 
micht  ding  to  Iter  laaster's  hereditary  enemies.  'Vius  Mppeavd  to  th«  knoivled;«r>f  oim>  of  th« 
<V*TTS  r!»cc,  llvins-  ,    .    'i     .       -       ><-,;■  ■         J-W-tur.. 

,n  r.-A\'.'  '.,  ,./Hi;.    .!ir.r  i  •  ,t     '^'^    '^'y''"'  .vV>'.v\VJi    ...  VvVi^  vAI  1 
HONORABLE     JOHN     WATTJ^,     Senior:'^ 

Eitracts  from  Smithes  History  of  JS'ew   York  antJ  Roferedces  tliereto,  in  connection 
with  the  Biography  A'  Her  John  Watts,  Membrr  of  the  King's   Council,  tuxii 
'.'   of  the  Colonial  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  New  York.  _.   ,'  , 

(Se»  text,  pages  1—6  ;  Nets  1,  page  1;  ^  .3i],  Nocc  t,  page  11),  supra.)    '    '"''  ' ' 

Vol.  1,  page  361-3,  DtJTies,  Prkrogatjveb,  &,c.,  of  the  King's  Cocncil,  in  1853.' 
-  •'  "       "     363-S,      "    .  "  "      "     •«    General  Aesembly,  '• 

"The  Cou.NCiL,  when  iiill,  consists  oi"  12  members,  appointed 
by  the  Kin2;'s  mandamus  and  ^ign  manv.al.  AJi  their  privile- 
ges and  powers  arc  containeil  in  their  instruction^-.  They  are 
a  F-rivy  Council  to  the  Governor,  in  acts  of  civil  govern- 
ment, and  take  the  same  oath  adminiytored  to  the  King's  Coun- 
cil in  England.  The  tenure  of  their  places  is  extremely  pre- 
carious,and  yet  th(;ir  influence  upon  the  public  measures  verj' 
considerable.  In  the  grant  of  ail  patents  the  Governor  is 
bound  to  consult  them,  and  regularly  they  cannot  pass  the 
seal  without  their  advice.  ,     .   '.  . 

They  enjoy  a  legislative  power,  as  the  lords  do  in  parlia- 
ment, and  exercise  also  judicial  authority  upon  writs  of  error 
and  appeals.  They  are  convened  by  the  Governor,  and  he  is 
always  present  when  they  sit  as  a  Court  or  Privy  Council, 
which  is  ordinarily  at  the  Fort.  In  their  legislative  capacity, 
they  meet  -without  the  Governor,  and  always  at  the  City  Hall. 
They  sit  according  to  their  seniority,  and  the  eldest  niember 
present  is  speaker  of  their  house.  '  \n  a  committee  the  chair- 
man has  no  voice.  They  cannot  vote  by  proxy,  but  have  the 
privilege  of  entering  then- dissent,  and  the  reasons  at  large,  on 
the  minutes.  Their  proceedings  are  very  tbrmal.  and  in  many 
respects  they  imitate  tlie  example  oi  the  lords.  Their  messa- 
ges to  the  Assembly  are  carried  by  one  of  their  own  members, 
and  the  house  always  rises  at  his  entrance  and  receives  them 
standing. 

The  Council  never  publish  their  legislative  minutes,  but  the 

'^::;-M  ■■  '   '-.lo  ': ja  ri^>r^  M';;Tl  i->.u-'i   ^n  ^-^t'^';  .     !'    ■ 


4d 

Assembly  always  print  their  own  votes  ;  nor  do  either  of  these 
Houses  permit  strangers  to  be  present  at  their  conventions. 

A  Councillor's  title  is  the  i7ono«ra&Ze.  They  serve  his  Maj- 
esty without  salaries.  The  business  of  the  Privy  Council  Board 
is  of  late  very  much  increased,  and  never  had  so  great  weight 
in  the  colony  as  at  present,  which  is  much  owing  to  the  King's 
calling  lawyers  of  reputation  to  the  assistance  of  his  Governors. 
The  present  members*  are  the  Honorable  Cadwallader  Col- 
den,  {subsequenthj  Acting  Governor,  my  great-great-grandfa- 
ther^ Archibald  Kennedy,  {married  my  grand-aunt,  afterwards 
nth  Earl  of  Cassilis,  (see  Note  j,  page  19,  supra.)  James  de 
Lancey,  {Lieutenant  Governor,  subsequently  Acting  Governor,  my 
grcat-great-uncle,)  Daniel  Horse.aiandex,  {Recorder  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  Puisne.  Judge  of  the  Suprejne  Court,  ^.,  after- 
tcards  Chief  Justice,  married  my  great-aunt,)  George  Clarkb, 
JuN.,  Joseph  Murray,  John  Rutherford,  Edward  Holland,  Sir 
William  Johnson,  Bart,  {whose  son  Sir  John,  married  my  great- 
aunt,  pages  13-18  supra,)  John  Chambers,  {Puisne  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  married  my  great-great-great-aunt.} 
'*       ■  ■      *      ■  ,  * 

"The  General  Assembly  consists  of  27  representatives  chosen 
by  the  people,  in  pursuance  of  a  writ]  of  summons  fissucd  by 
the  Governor. 

At  the  day  appointed  for  their  appearance,  such  as  are 
elected  convene  themselves  at  the  Assembly-Chamber,  in  the 
city  of  New  York;  and,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  inform  the 
Governor  ot  their  meeting.  If  they  are  above  13  in  number, 
some  persons,  generally  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
are  sent  to  the  Assembly  chamber,  empowered  by  a  commis- 
sion to  take  their  oaths  and  subscriptions.  They  are  then  call- 
ed before  his  Excellency,  who  recommends  their  choice  of  a 
Speaker.  For  that  purpose  they  again  retire,  and  conduct  the 
person  they  elect  into  a  chair,  which  is  seated  at  the  upper  end 
of  a  long  table.  After  that  he  is  presented  to  his  Excellency, 
in  the  Council  Chamber :  and  upon  his  approbation  of  their 
choice,  which  is  of  course,  the  Speaker  addresses  himself  to 
the  Governor,  and  in  behalf  of  the  House,  prays,  *"  that  their 
words  and  actions  may  have  a  favorable  construction,  that  the 
members  may  have  free  access  to  him,  and  they  and  th^ir  ser- 
vants be  privileged  with  a  freedom  from  arrests.*'  The  Gov- 
ernor, after  promising  these  things  on  his  part,  reads  his  speech 
to  both  Houses;  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Speaker,  delivers  a 
copy  for  the  use  of  the  Assembly. 

I  need  not  enlarge  upon  the  customs  of  the  General  Assem- 

l  can  say,  wimt  few,  fif  any  other]  persons  can  claim,  that  since  my  great- 
great-great-graiidlather  dePetster  was  introduced  into  the  King's  Council,  1698, 
there  was  scarcely  any  [if  anyj  period  at  which  there  were  not  one  or  more  of 
my  aBceBtors  or  their  near  relatives  members  of  that  honorable  body.  J-  W.  db  P. 
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bly,  for'they  took  the  practice  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
for  their  model,  and  vary  from  them  in  but  very  few  instances. 

Money  bills  are  not  returned  to  them  by  the  Council  Board, 
as  the  Lords  do  to  the  Commons  ;  and  yet  the  reasons  for  this 
practice  are  much  stronger  here  than  at  home.  When  the 
Governor  passes'the  bill  sent  up  to  him,  both  Houses,  are  pres- 
ent in  the  Council  chamber.  It  is  then  customary  for  him  to 
ask  the  advice  of  his  Council  with  respect  to  every  bill,  and  he 
signs  them  at  the  foot,  after  these  words,  *'I  assent  to  this 
bill,  enacting  the  same,  and  order  it  to  be  enrolled."  After 
that  the  acts  are  published  in  the  open  streets,  near  the  City 
Hall;  his  Excellency  and  the  two  Houses  being  present." 

The  daily  wages  of  the  Representatives,  as  regulated  by  sun- 
dry acts  of  Assembly,  are  annexed  to  the  following  list  of  the 
present  Members  of  the  House  : 

Por  the  City  and  County  of  New  York  :  Paul  Richard, 
Henry  Cruger,William  Walton,  John  Watts,  {rny  great-grand- 
father,) Esqrs.  ;  each  6s  ($1.46-100)  per  diem. 

*  *  * 

Suffolk  County :  Eleazer  Miller,  William  Nicoll,  (brother- 
ia-law-of  John  Watts,  above,  my  mother's  great-great-uncle) 
9s  (82.18)  per  diem. 

*  *  •* 

Dutchess  County :  Henry  Beekman,  (my  grand-mother  de 
Peyster's  great-great-grand- father,  (see  lines  14  a  24,  text,  and 
Notes  *,  t,  J,  ])age  12,  supra,)  Henry  Filkin,  Esqs.;  6s.  ($1.46) 
per  diem. 

Borough  of  Westchester :  Peter  ^eLancey,  Esq,;  (my  great- 
grandfather,) 10s.  ($2.42)  per  diem.' 

*  *  ,     *      ,     . 
Vol.  II,  page  229. 

•4         a  n       057 

"  At  the  close  of  this  meeting,  Mr.  Richard,  Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Cruger,  and  IMr.  Watts,  all  Members  for  the  capital, 
were  joined  to  the  Speaker,  at  his  request  of  aid  for  managing 
the  future  correspondence  with  the  Agent"  [Indian  Agent  Sir 
William  Johnson,  Bart,  iee  ^a^e5  13-14-,  supra.] 

Vol.  II,  page  282. 

*'  Within  five  days,  laws  were  enacted  to  expedite  the  levies, 
and  prevent  the  exportation  of  provisions,  and  the  bill  settling 
the  price  of  transportation,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Watts  on  the 
4th  of  May  [1756]  was  the  same  day  sent  up  to  the  Council, 
and  on  the  next  passed  by  the  Governor."  .  . 

Vol.  II,  page  290.  • 

"  The  Speaker's  letter  to  the  Agent,  of  the  13th  October 
[1756,]  written  with  the  assistance  of  a  committee  of  the  City 
Members,  Mr.  Watts,  Mr.  Watson,  Mr.  Crcgeb,  and  Mr.  de 
Lancet,  w^ho  took  Mr.  Richards'  place  on  the  9th  November, 
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holds  up  a  picture,  of  that  day.  '  '  I  acquainted  you.  (2d  July.) 
that  we  were  in  great  expectation  of  a  successful  campaign. 
But  as  our  disappointment  is  rather  greater  than  that  of  the 
la^t  year,  for  instead  of  takinir  Crown  Point,  the  enemy  have 
made  themselves  masters  of  the  important  fortress  of  Osv.'e^o, 
taken  the  whole  irnrrison  pris'-ners  of  T\'ar,  demolished  all  tlie 
fortifications,  carried  away  all  the  armed  vessels.  200  whale 
boats,  cannon,  provisions  and  stores,  and  this,  it  is  said,  they 
■^id  in  a  few  days'  time — a  dishonor  to  the  British  name.  Oh 
shaineful  behavior  of  our  forces.  We  have  now  no  footing  on 
lake  Ontario  ;  all  is  left  to  the  uninterrupted  possession  of  the 
enemy,  (the  French.)" 
■  -Vol.  Il,page292-'4. 

■'^'  "Of  these  (his  troopsj  he  (the  Earl  of  Loudon)  sent  1000  to 
New  York,  dispersed  others  in  the  neighboring  provinces,  and 
left  a  surcharge  in  Albany,  insisting  upon  new  quarters, 
which  gave  rise  to  loud  clamors. 

The  magistrates  of  the  capital  had  crowded  the  privates  in- 
to the  barracks,  and  left  the  officers,  about  50,  to  find  lodg- 
ings for  themselves.  When  the  Earl  came  down  in  Decem- 
ber, he  sent  for  Mr.  Cruher,  the  Mayor,  and  insisted  that  the 
officers  of  every  rank  should  be  exempted  from  expense,  and 
to  soothe  him  alleged  that  this  was  every  v/here  the  custom  ; 
and  that  he  had,  in  consideration  of  our  eiforts,  put  the  array 
in  inconveniences  by  so  wide  a  dispersion,  but  signified, 
that  if  he  made  ditTiculties,  he  would  convene  all  his  troops 
here  and  billet  them  himself.  The  ]Mayor  desired  time  to 
consult  the  body  over  whi^h  he  presided,  [at  this  period  (174Sa 
58)  Pierre  (Gilliaume  ?)  dePeyster,  my  great-great-great  uncle 
(seepages  Tail,  and  {X  7)  page  26,  supra,)  was  Alderman  of  the 
West  Ward,  (I735a59)  and  Abraham  pePeyster,  my  great- 
great-grandfather,  (see  paj^e  2S,  supra,)  Assistant  Aldtrman  of 
■the  South  Ward.(V.  M.)]  The  death  of  his  sister  made  it  ne- 
ceSvSary  to  apologize  for  the  delay  of  the  answer  until  her  fu- 
neral obsequies  were  performed.  But  his  lordship  insisted  upon 
a  speedy  compliance,  and  told  tlie  committee  he  would  meet 
them  on  the  subject;  and  to  convince  them  that  free  quarters 
were  everywhere  usual,  he  would  assert  it  upon  his  honour ; 
**which^[says  he]  is  the  highest  evidence  you  can  require."  The 
demand  took  air  :  the  citizens  raved,  and  the  corporation,  con- 
sisting generally  of  elective  otlicere,  were  at  their  wit's  ends, 
concerning  the  course  to  be  pursued.  Tliey  f^ew  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, but  he  answered  them  with  reserve,  caution  and  duplic- 
ity :  tirey  called  a  meeting  with  the  judges  and  city  members  : 
Mr.  deLancey,  (Lieutenant-Governor  and  Chief  Justice  ;  my 
great-great  uncle.)  did  not  attend  till  the  second  convention, 
and  excused  himself  from  ^giving  an  extra-judicial  opiniou, 
hut  it  was  supposed  that  Mr.    Watt",   (hi"3  brother-in-law,  my 
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:;rcat-grandfather,)  spoke  his  mind  in  favor  of  the  people.  The 
act  lately  passed  gave  authority  to  billet  first  upon  inns  and  the 
surplus  upon  private  houses :  but,  supposing  tlie  inhabitants 
were  to  be  paid,  authorized  tiie  inhabitants  to  rate  the  allow- 
ance ;  beyond  that  the  magistrates  durst  not  interfere,  through 
dread  of  prosecutions.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  his 
lordship,  and  another  to  present  a  memorial  to  the  Governor, 
imploring  his  mediation,  and  asserting  that  free  quarters  were 
against  the  common  law  and  the  petition  of  rights;  the  Stat. 
•21,  Car.  II,  and  the  mutiny  and  desertion  act :  and  that  the  col- 
onists were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  Englishmen.  The 
Governor  escaped,  for  as  soon  as  the  Earl  saw  the  opinion  of 
the  corporation,  he  replied  to  the  Mayor,  who  alone  was  ad- 
mitted to  his  presence,  '  God  d — n  my  blood  !  if  you  do  not 
billet  my  officers  upon  free  quarters  this  day,  I'll  order  here 
all  troops  in  North  America  under  my  command,  ahd  billet 
them  myself  upon  this  city.''  The  magistrates,  countenanced 
by  the  conscious  dread  and  impotency  of  the  citizens,  promo- 
ted a  subscription  to  defray  the  expense,  and  a  calm  ensued  ; 
but  with  a  general  abhorrence  of  the  oppressor,  who  soon  af- 
ter proceeded  through  Connecticut  to  Boston." 

Vol.  II,  page  330.^  *  '  .  - 

Hon.  JoHx  Watts  was  introduced  into  the  King's  Council 
in  1756  by  the  interest  of  Sir  Charles  Hardv,  and  continued 
therein  until  the  Revolution  dissolved  the  connection  between 
the  Colonies  &  Mother  Country-  .    .j.-  .iivb^. 

Vol  11,  page  332;  '  .  .,;.  v-:o.v 

"       351-'2; 
363-'l. 

Hon.  John  Watts  was  Attorney  (1762-'3)  to  his  Excellency 
General  i\IoN'CKTON,  late  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  New  York. 
(J.  G.A.) 

dctif  the  de  peysters,  wattses  &  de'lanqeys 

WERE  Loyalists,  they    always,  at  persoval  &   pecuniary  risk, 

MAINTAINED    THK    CAUSE    &    RIGHTS    OF    THE    PEOPLE.^/^ 


DE  LANCEY  (deLanci)  genealogical  REFERENCE. 

[2b  he  read  in  connection  n-itk  the  Watts  Geneological  Refer- 
ence. See  Holgate's  American  Genealogy  (H.  A.  G.  p  age 
114a  l^L"!        ^  ,«,vL' 

[See  pages  6,-6  ;  35  a  37  supra.] 
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ETIENNE  {Eng.  Stephen)  DE  LANCEY  (deLanci,)v 
[Notes  A  &  B,] 
emigrated  to  New  York  in  1086;  and  died  there  in    17-11,  aged 
78.     He  married  23d  January,  1700, 

Anxe  Van  Cortlandt, 
daughter  of  DeHecr  Stepiiant's  Vax  Cortlandt, — died  in  1742. 
aged  65.     [See  Notss  C  «fc  D.]     They  liad  issue  G  sons  ( ■)  and 
2  daughters  (f ). 

1*1  Stephen  (1st) — so  called  according  to  memorandum 
of  Hon.  John  Watts,  senior.     (See  %  1st,  Sth  line,  paae  5.) 

2*2  James— (Consult  pages  1035  a  1059,  Vol.  iV.  Docu- 
mentary History   of  the  State   of  New  York  (D.  C):    paaes 

288  9,376,  Vol.  I:  7^  S,  13,  18,20.2-.5,  34,  44.  53,  79,  84,  P7,  100,  113,  139,  143 
146, 155-6-9,  162-3,  170-1-6-7-8,  134-5-S,  191-2-4-5-9,  211-1-9,223-8-9,  232  4-5-7 
247-9,253  4-6-7-8,  261-4,  272-3-4-6,  230-1-2-5-8-!),  290-2-3-7-8,  300,  310-4-8' 
328,  330,  332-9,  342-4-7,  Vol.  II,  Smith's  History  of  Xew  York.)  (See  pagtj. 
56,  <Sgc.,  following) 

3  *  3  PETER — my  mother's  (Mary  Justina  dePevster,  vet- 
Waits)  grandfather.     (See  *ll  3d,  page  5,  supra.) 

(DO^  Text  and  Notes  in  subsequent  Pages.) 

4  t  1  Susanna — (See  %  4th,  lines  1  a  5,  page 6,  supra) — mar- 
ried, in  1731,  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Warren,  K.  B.,  who  command- 
ed the  expedition  which  captured  J^onishurg,  capitol  of  the 
Island  of  Cape  Breton,  in  1745.  They  lost  in  one  week  at  New 
York,  two  lovely  children,  of  the  sore  throat — a  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  and  son,  Peter,  about  1746,  or  '7.  and  left  a  daugh- 
ter, Ann,  married  to  General  Fit-roi/,  now  Lord  Southhampton  : 
Susanna  to  Col.  Skinner,  her  cousin-german,  and  Charlotte  to 
Lord  Abingdon. 

5*4  Stephen  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  in  1745,  about  31 
years  of  age  ;   unmarried. 

6*5  John,  born  in  1715, died  in  1741  ;  unmarried.  (See  H  6, 
page  6,  supra.) 

7*6  Oli^ver — ([CT^See  Text  &  Notes  on  subsequent  Pages.) 

8t2  Anw — {mother  of  7ni/  grandfather,  Hon.  John  Watts,  Jun- 
ior,)— born  23d  April,"; 723  ;  married  in  July  1742,  Honourable 
John  Watts,  Senior,  "an  eminent  citizen  of  New  York,"  for  a 
long  period  a  prominent  member  of  the  ''Colonial  General  As- 
sembly, "and  a  member  of  the  (King's)  Council,"  during  the 
life  of  his  "admirable"  brother-in-law,  Lt.  Governor  dkLancev 
and  15  years  after,  until  the  dissolution  of  the  Roy£*l  Govern- 
ment.    [See  pages  1,  2,  and  Note  1  page  1,  supra.]' 

(A)  This  family  is   of  Huguenot  extraction.      (1)  Etienne 

(1)  The  family  in  this  country  is  descended  from   Jkan  de  Lanci,  Ecuynr,*   Vi 

oompta  of  Laval  and    Nouyian,   who  tlour-shed  iu  the  latter  half  of  the   15lh  can 

lury,  and  died  May,  1525.     The  family  possessed  undf-r  Louia  de  Bourbon.  Bishop 

»nd  Duke  of  Laou,  tho  hereditary  fief  of  the  Four  Banier  (Banniere  ?)  of  Laval. — 

■  '  -J     ■  \.  \ 

•  Thii  titlt  deno»i  s  g?n11ero*n  wl;o  poises «» cost  armor. 
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DtLAKci,  (altered  in  this  country  to  deLancey  by  the  substitu- 
tion of  Er  for  I,)  the  progenitor  of  it  in  America,  was  born  at 
Caen,  in  Nor-mandy  (24th  October,  1685.)  (Examine  M.  Hagg's 
ItaFrance  Protesiantc.)  On  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  IS  antes, 
lie  was  one  of  those  .who,  stripped  of  their  titles  and  estates, 
ned  from  persecution.  Leaving  his  aged  mother,  (whose  maid- 
en name  was  Marguerite  dcBertrand,)  then  a  widow,  in  con- 
cealment at  Caen,  lie  escaped  to  Holland,  where,  remaining 
a  short  time,  he  proceeded  to  England,  and  taking  out  letters  of 
denization  at  London,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1686,  he  sailed  for 
XcwYorkjWhere  he  arrived  on  the  7th  of  June  following.  (See 
J.G.A.,Vol.  I.  page  51S.)     There  taking  all  the  effects  he  had, 

I  together  with  some  family  jewels,  parting  memorials  of  his 
mother,  he  embarked  in  mercantile  pursuits.  By  great  indus- 
I  try  and  strict  application  to  business,  he  soon  amassed  a  con- 
\  siderable  fortune  (2),  becoming  a  highly  esteemed  and  influen- 
I  lial  member  of  society.  He  held,  through  the  greater  part  of 
I        his  life,  honorable  appointments  in  the  councils  of  the  city,  as 

iwell  as  in  the  representative  Assembly  of  the  province.  He 
was  elected  Alderman  of  the  west  ward  of  the  city,  live  years 
after  his  arrival,  in  1601.  He  was  Representative  fromthe  city 
I  rind  county  of  New  York,  in  the  Provincial  Assembly,  from 
I  1702  to  1716,  with  the  exception  of  1709  :  and  in  September, 
I  1725,  o;i  the  decease  of  General  Prevoost,  he  was  elected  to 
fill  a  place  in  that  body  ;  the  following  year  he  was  reelect- 
ed to  the  same  office,  which  he  continued  to  hold  until  1727. 
In  1716,  being  vestryman  of  Trinity  church,  he  contributed 
£50,  the  amount  of  his  salary  as  Representative  to  the  General 
Assembly,  to  buy  a  city  clock  for  that  church,  the  tirst,  it  is  sup- 
posed, ever  erected  in  the  city.  To  Mm  and  Mr.John  Moore,  the 
city  is  also  indebted  for  the  introduction  of  fire  engines,  in  1731. 
He  contributed  very  liberally  to  the  establishment  and  support 
of  the  first  French  church  in  the  city,  (3),  and  was  rigid  in  the 

The  arms  oflha  family  wera  origiualiy  four  iauces  on  a  field  aiure,  cauopied  by  a 
black  eagie,  subsequently  chnuged  by  the  2d  Eaglish  branch,  to  a  lance  "in  pale 
^vilh  a  peauon,  its  point  in  chief  debmised  of  a  bar  or."  Molto  :  Certe  voto  pete 
lineni.     (See  BoUoa'a  History  of  Westchesler  County.) 

(2)  The  new  Assembly  raet  at  Xew  York,  cm  the  first  of  September  (1710.)  Mr. 
•VicoLL,  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Livi.ngston,  Mr.  DELi^NCEV,  and  Coioael  Morris  were  th» 
members  most  distinguished  for  their  activity  in  the  House.  Mr.  ueLancey  was  a 
Protestant  relu^jee.a  native  of  Caen,  la  Normandy, j^ad,  by  marrying  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Cortlandt,  became  connected  with  a  family  parhaps  then  the  most  opulent  and 
extensive  of  any  m  the  Province,  lie  was  an  eminent  merchant,  and  by  a  suc- 
cessful trade  had  amaesed^a  cousiderableJfortuna.     (Page  208,  Vol.  I,  S.  H.  N.^Y.) 

<3)  About  tiie  latter  endjof  the  year  172-1,  au  unferluuate  dispute  commenced 
la  the  French  Church,  of  which,  because  it  had  now  small  influence  on  the  public 
ifikirsof  the  government,  I  shall  lay  before  the  reader  a  short  account.  The  per- 
»«cnlioDs  in  France,  which  ensued  on  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  drove  tb« 
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performance  of  his  religious  duties.  He  was  vestryman  of 
Trinity  church  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1741. 

The  family  is  not  very  numerous  in  this  country,  many  of 
them  removing:  to  Enghind  on  the  commencement  of  the  Rev- 
ohition,  and  it  is  an  interesting  circumstance, that  the  descend- 
ants of  a  poor  friendless  Huguenot,  flyins:  from  his  native 
country  for  protection  to  the  wilds  ot  America,  should  h;>ve 
become  so  extensively  intermarried  Avith  pi-ominent  English 
families,  as  well  as  hold  high  and  honorable  appointments  in 
the  government  of  Great  Britain.     [H.  A.  G.l 

piotestant  subjects  of  Louis  XIV.  into  the  territorie3  of  other  princes  ;  many  of  tliem 
fled  even  iato  this  province  :  the  moat  opulent  settled  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
etiiera  went  into  the. country  and  piauted  Xew  Kochelie,  and  a  few  gc&ted  Ihem- 
.sbIvcs  at  the  Ntv.v  Faltz,  in  Ulster  County.  Tiioso  who  recided  in  i\ew  York  soon 
erected  a  cliurch  upon  liie  principles  and  nioael  of  that  in  Genera  ;  and  by  their 
growth  and  foreign  acceeeious  soon  formed  a  conijrejjatiou  for  nuinberj  and  riches 
snparior  to  all  but  the  Dutcii.  They  had  two  ministers  :  Kou,  the  first  called,  was 
a  man  of  leaminj:.  proud,  pleasurabie,  and  pacsionate  :  Mor:LiNAAR3.  his  colleague, 
was  most  Jisliniruished  for  his  pacific  J^pirit,  dull  parts,  and  unblameab'e  life  and 
conversation.  Rou  despised  his  feiiow  laborer,  and  for  a  long  time  commanded  the 
whole  congregation  hy  the  superiority  of  hie  taients  for  the  pulpit.  The  other,  im- 
patient of  repeated  atirouts  and  open  ccGtempt,  raised  a  parly  in  liis  favor,  and  this 
year  succeeded  in  the  election  of  a  set  of  elders  dispo.-ed  to  humble  the  deliiiquont. 
Ron,  bcinj^  suspicious  of  (he  drsii,'n.  n.  f»sed  to  acknowledge  them  duly  elected.  In- 
censed at  this  conduct,  tney  entered  an  act  in  their  miuulea,  dismissing  him  from  thf 
paaloral  charge  of  their  church,  aua  jirocured  a  ratification  of  the  aci  under  the 
hands  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  Governor  Bl'r.vet  had  long  before  thie  time 
admitted  Ron  into  his  familiarity  on  the  score  of  his  learninsj :  and  that  consideration 
eucouraged  a  petition  to  liiru  from  Rou's  adlierents  complaining  asraiusl  the  elders. — 
The  matter  was  then  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  council,  who  advised  the  con- 
gregation thould  be  admonished  to  bring  their  ditFerences  to  an  amicable  conclusiou. 
Some  overtures,  to  that  end,  were  attempted,  and  the  elders  olFored  to  submit  the 
controversy  to  the  Dutch  minieters 

Bat  Rou,  wlio  knew  that  the  Freuc!:  church  in  this  country,  without  a  aynod, 
was  unorganized,  and  could  not  restrain  him,  chose  rather  to  bring  his  bill  in  chancery 
before  the  Governor.  Mr.  Ale.xander  was  his  connsei,  and  Mr.  Smith,  a  young 
lawyer  of  the  first  reputation  as  a  speaUer,  appeared  for  the  eiders.  Ha  pleaded  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  coari,  insisting  that  the  matter  was  eutirely  ecclesiastical, anc, 
iu  the  prosecution  of  his  argument,  entered  largely  into  an  examination  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  proteetant  church  in  France,  accordins  to  which  he  showed  that  the 
condstory  were  thy  proper  judges  in  the  point  of  dspnte,  in  the  first  mstance  ;  ^aaa 
that  from  thence  an  appeal  lay  to  a  Collogue,  next  to  the  Frovincial,  and  last  of  all 
to  a  IV ational  Synod  Mr.  Burnet  nevertheless  overruled  the  plea,  aad  the  defen- 
dants, being  fearful  of  a  decree  that  miffiit  expose  their  own  estates  to  the  payment 
of  Rou  s  salary,  thought  it  advisable  to  drop  their  debates,  reinstate  the  m!uister,aud 
leave  the  church. 

All  those  who  opposed  Rou  were  disobliged  with  the  Governor  ;  amon<»  these  Mr. 
dbLa-ncet  was  the  most  considerable  for  his  wealth  and  ponular  infloence.  He  was 
very  rigid  in  his  religious  profession,  o-e  of  the  first  builders,  and  bv  far  the  niost 
generoua  benefactor  of  ihe  French  church,  and  therefore  left  it  with  the  most  reiuc- 
lance.  i>lr.  burnet,  before  this  time,  had  considered  him  as  his  enemy,  becauee  he 
•had  opposed  tne  /prohibition  of  the  French  trade,  and  this  led  him'  into  a  step, 
which,  as  It  wasa  personal  indignity,  Mr.  deLancev  could  never  recollect  without 
resentment.  Ihis  gentleman  was  returned  for  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  room  . 
hi^frr'/h  "^f™^"^',^'  ''-^  'n*«^i°Jr  0!  the  Assembly  in  Septemb.r,  1725.  When  ' 
thV5l^J  7'"V^  ^°'  the  oaths,  Mr.  Burnet  asked  him  how  he  became  a  subject  of 
inL«dT,L  t  J  "^f.^^^"'^  '^^'-  ^^  "^^  denized  in  England,  and  his  Excellency  dis- 
miBsed  him,  taking  time  to  cona.der  the  matter.     Mr.   deLancet  then   laid   lifoK^ 
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th«  house  Bu  act  of  notary  public,  certif>'iug  that  he  was  named  in  an  act  of  deniza- 
(.oa  jr«nl«d  in  the  reign  of  James  II. a  psieui  of  the  same  kind  unrfer  lh«  grunt 
t«tl  of  this  province  in  1666,  and  two  certifjcaies,  one  of  hit<  having'  Idiceu  the  oaih 
of  bif>  allepiance,  according  to  au  act  passed  here  in  1633,  and  another  of  his  having 
»#f»ed  in  several  former  Assemblies.  The  Governor,  iu  the  meantime,  consulted 
ibe  Chief  Justice,  and  transmitted  his  opiuion  to  the  hou^e,  who  reiolred  in  faror 
tf  Mr.  okLa.-^cky.     (Fages  •21Qa3,  Vol.1,  S.  H.  N.  Y'. 

.;H.)  SxEriiEN  DkLancey,  a  French  niieu*'not  of  Caen,  iu  NorinaiHiy,  emigrated 
U  Ibia  country  in  the  latter  part  oi  the  XVilih  century,  and  afterward  engaeed  in 
mercantile  pursuita  in  this  city,  lie  married,  iu  the  y<«ar  17U0,  A.s.ne  Vax  Cort- 
liNDT,  {See  notes  C  and  D).  Vie  was  i  prominent  man  in  pubiic  rin'dirsi,  and  ac- 
quired considerable  WHalih.  His  place  of  husinfss  was  that  formerly  occupied  by 
J>TErHA.\i;s  Va.n  Cortlanpt,  ou  the  preBont  N.  E.  corner  of  Broad  and  Pearl  streets. 
Id  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  .\Ir.  DeLaucey  resided  ou  the  west  side  of  Uroadwav, 
_a  ihort  distance  above  Trinity  Churcii,  in  (ine  ol  the  Ijuasi  mansions  in  the  city, 
fie  died  about  the  year  1735,  (1741,)  leaving  aeverul  children,     flis  eon  James,  {Sh 

•  ^2<f,  page  5.  anpra,)  was  one  of  the  most  etr.inent  men  of  hi.-?  time,  being  at  one 
pariod  lu  executive charj^e  of  the  province.  His  son,  Or.ivf.R,  a  loyalist  in  the  time 
of  the  Revolution,  wn%  made  a  Brigadier  (.General  in    the  British    army.     5ie    repre- 

•  ented  his  Ward,  for  some  lima,  in  the  Conjirion  C'oiuicil.     (Pa"K  i3l  V.    \i   N.  Y.) 

(C.)  Stephancs  V'a.v  Cortla.ndt,  .Mayor  lu  1677-86-87,  was  a  son  of  Oh,ff  Ste- 
trnion  Van  Cnrtliindt,  au  ancient  and  conspicuous  citizen  of  the  early  Dutch 
tunes.  Stephanos  Va.v  Cortla.vdt  was  the  first  .Mayor  o(  this  city  horn  in  Ameri- 
ca, the  dale  of  his  birth  in  this  city  being  7ih  .May,  I(j43.  In  1671  he  married 
G'trtrnyd  Schuyler,  of  Albany,  and  engaged  iu  mercantile  tradi*  on  the  line  of  the 
present  Pearl  street,  near  Broad,  facing  the  .East  river.  His  firt^t  appoiatinent  as 
.Mayor,  was  at  the  age  of  34  years,  and  was  a  high  compliment  to  his  intelligence. 
.After  a  life  of  busine-vs  tind  poiilicai  activity,  ,Mr.  Van  Cortiandl  died  in  the  year 
1701,  at  the  aja  of  5S  years.  His  wile  was  tht^u  livmi;,  and  also  11  children,  vii : 
John,  .Margaret,  (wife  of  Samuel  Bayard,)  .-^nn,  wife  of  Etif.v.ne  (.Stephen)  dk 
IjA.sckt,  Glive,  Mary,  Philip,  Stephanus,  Gertrude,  Elizabeth,  Katherine,  and  Cor- 
nelia. He  left  a  large  estate,  amongst  wnicii  was  au  extensive  property  south  of 
the  Highlands,  afierv.-ard  called  Van  Corilandt  .Manor.     This  was  composed  of  two 

•  atensive  tracts,  one  known  by  the  Indian  name  .Meauaeh,  cousistini/  of  the  neck 
jotting  into  the  river  opposite  llaverstraw,  and  another  called  Appamapagh,  upon  a 
creek  more  inland.     {Pagen  243-4,   V.  H.  N.  Y., 

(D.)  OLorr  Stevbnso.n  Van  Gorti.a.vdt  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
New  Amsterdam.  He  came  to  this  city  in  lb'37,  atlaciied  to  a  inililarv  company. 
In  the  aunimer  of  that  year,  he  was  transferred  to  the  civil  service  of  Commiesary 
nf  cargoes,  at  a  salary  of  30  guilder.i,  or  about  Sii  p»r  month  ;  in  IGiS  he  left  the 
coropauy's  service  and  emb.-.rked  in  the  brewing  business  at  tho  place  now  rclerred 
^  lo.^  lie  wax  a  politician  of  influence.  In  165U  he  was  president  of  a  body  called 
"Nine  ."Men,"  representing  the  cilizaiis  at  large  ;  as  such,  he  opposed  the  policy  of 
Governor    Sfuyvesanl  with  considerable  ellect.       Sluyvesant   reiHJialed  by  turning 

•  be  "Nine  .Men"  out  of  their  pews  in  ohurcli,  and  tearing  up  the  seats.  .Mr.  Van 
(  ortiandt  became  one  of  the  most  coosidnrabie  men  iu  town,  airil  uciiuired  a  large 
properly,  amongftt  winch  was  a  plot  on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  U'38  (eel  front, 
extending  to  the  North  river,  and  adjacent  to  the  present  Cortlandt  street  He  held 
»»FiouK  offices  of  distiuctioii,  and  lock  a  lively  interest  in  the  advancement  of  th«« 
Pitj.  Mr.  Van  Cortlandt  died  in  the  ysxr  lGt3,  aud  his  property  was  apporiioned 
among  his  children  in  16d4.     *         *         *         *     (Pagec  118-ii  V    H.  S.  Y.) 


(C^N"rK  ;  Pna^  vi,  lNTaor>l.-i;TlO'»  ( oncturltd.) 
J  Captain  Ark^t  Scklyi.ik  mc  Piystir  wasiimrth  <nild  and  r'.rttsisnn  \sre  fitiff8-\2.p/Tgf 
f.ttxt.)  of  flERRK  Gctl,LAr«K,  2.-),  (.'f  Hue  0, /row  boUom  pagu  7,  a  Inie  19froni  lopjintTe  i»  tert,  > 
Whoegponsert  ihe  Royil  '.^ause  anil  ielt  ihis  rminiry  nonie  lime  previoti?  lo"  ilin  liaparlnre  of  hi« 
f»mi!y,who  were  .lent  over  li>  Eni'l.irrl  in  a  iimn-of  \vhj-.  His  iii'tincimlieil  iincie  ami  scxl-fath- 
•r,  Colonfl  .Arknt  HcnrTMR  nicl'KTSTtn,  ije-r  l'n-_r,tf>-\(\  tei.t)  .tssiime'l  t)ie  Piprn«,>  snd  riirfr- 
"en  of  Ills  ediiranon.  iiui-nrtin-  hini  l.-i  \'>\n  ib«:  ri-Biment.  (ttiP  Kip.:!i.  (nr  Pth)  Kp-iiiii-nt  <>i  Font  , 

'*bi«h  lie  coniiiiinrtpd,  and  plsccd  Jiirii  iti  thp  sch'i'i!  o:   •■;n.Kt" ',^ir.  ."ickri^urnr,    f.t   JlncJtney. 

Filled  with  a  des.re  Hr  .idvniiire   j:  the  x^c  i,(  ).)  Ui"  Mi!>jpct  "f  this  sUeirh  .Tt.n.ndnnfid  hi*  hoohn 

•  Id  hade  adten  [•-.  old  >".nEi3n'!.>'M:i  ■withido  wurld  [yej'jre  hitii."  couiiiiei;cpil  ln<  r.ireer  inJAmcrir* 
-*  rover  t.y  sea.  and  shore,  m  the  cmirte  of  hi»  varimii  wRnderinx?.  he  smlrri  i^irn  nmund  the 
*orl«l,  doubled  the  Cape  of  <;oo4  Hope  fifteen  iime^.  visited  raostor  the  Toivnejian  I«lands,an4  in 

•  paiwfifrom  the  weitern  cowt  of  ,\merica  to  Calcutta  discovered  the  sroupof  iilandu  l>eariaRhui 

•  »me.  ffe  niirrird  the 'itl^r  of  Kenrr'^i  Ar.wT avtir  MAfOMH,  the  hpm  nf  r!?.ii«hiiri,  nnd  sub- 
MiBsr.liy  G«ner«l-in-cbi€i  (.Mav   Icis.  until  !iu  .i<.;«AT.  .lunc  I.H6  ,  of  ii.e  L'nitril  .Si»"(r,  AmiT 


'5*r  •  > 

•  ■  "JAMES.  —  Eldest  son  of  Etienne.' 

^  ■  .  .•  ^  .:,    ,.   c'* 

/  (^Siec  iVofe  E..folkncing,  and  ^  2,  /)r/o-e  o,  supra.)     ■  c  • 

CExarnine  Allen's  A-mimucan  Biographio.al  Dictio.varv,(A.A.B.D: 

The  Biography  ot"  this  able  man  is  ihe  history  of  our  colony 
from  the  period  he  reached  man's  estate  to  the  very  tlay  of  V  is 
death.  in  riie  authorities  cited,  accessible  to  every  curious 
reader,  his  public  services  and  private  characrer  are  fully  delin- 
eated. reiKlerinff  any  further  remark  superiiuous  here,  except 
perhaps  the  foliovi'-in:;  extracts  from  paa:es  168.  170-'3,  and 
.:2S1,  Vol.  11,  Smyth's  Iiisiory  of  New  York.  -  The  influence 
of  the  Chief  justice  was.  nevertheless,  so  prevalent  tliat-he 
had  a  grf^at  majority  or  friends  and  relations:  in  the  new  As- 
sembly coavene('  on  the  24ih  day  of  Octoher,  1752."     '■■ 

"It  may  "ratify  the  curiosity  of  the  render  to  know,  that  of 
the  members  of  this  Assembly,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  dfXanclv, 
{my  iiTeat-gredi-uncie,)  was  nephew  to  Cpl.  Bekkman  :vu/  ismnd- 
uiother  dePeyster's  srreat-ur/ cat- uncle.  brother  to  PKrKR 
nBLANCEY  '.mi/  ^reat-nrdndtothe}  brother-in-law  to  Jonx 
Watts  tmij ^rrnt-grandfather.)  cousin  to  Philip  Verplanck  and 
John  Haptist  V.-'.n  Keuselkscr  ;  thiit  ?»lr.  Jones,  the  Speaker. 
Mr.  Ilichard,  Mr.  Walton,  Mr.  Cruger.  Mr.  Phillipse,  Mr.  Win- 
Hf^r,  and  Mr.  LeCount,  were  of  his  rhost  iiitimate  acquaintan 
i-f-s  ;  and  that  these  12  of  the  '21  who  composed  th<;  whole 
hoiLse,  held  his  character  and  sentiments  in  the  highpst  esteem. 
Ot  the  remaining  15  he  only  wanted  one  to  gain  a  majority. 
under  bis  inliuence,  than  which  nothing  was  more  certain  :  for. 
f-xcept  Mr.  Livingston,  who  rejnesented  his  own  manor,  there 

(E)  J\:tE3  Dk  L^.nc5;v  whs  borr  in  Uie  rity  of  New  Y<>tk,  Ui  1702.  He  was 
educated  at  the  University  of  Cd  in  bridge,  Etii?lHiii:),  w;i3  a  Wlt-w.'  coioniotier  of  Cor- 
pD^  Chriiti  College,  anil  sturiind  iaw  iQ  the  T'rmplo.  lu  17'J.5  he  reliirM- <i  to  New 
Y'Tfe.  and  on  t!ii  df-ceasp  of  Mr.  John  .Barhcrip,,  was  appointed  by  Gporg.i  II  ta  suc- 
fesd  i;in-  in  tho  provincial  <:ni3iicii  Ho  rock  bis  seat  jti  th'/  board,  Jauu.iry  CH,  1739, 
^nd  hs!d  it  till  April  9.  1733.  u  b^n  hs  was  appoiiii<?d  chief  ju?i:ce  of  N^w  York, 
end  contuiuea  io  tti?  r'-iriaicdBr  of  his  lifp.  Go  '.!!■*  appoiutiiitriit  of  S;r  Dasivere 
O.^born  as  ^'ovsruor,  in  *b°  pince  of  Geor^n  Clmion.  bo  roceivpd  iht  count. i-viun  of 
I'in'.eaint-gfovenior,  whioh  lind  bee.)  ronfrrrpd  nr-on  bi'rj  sii  1747.  by  (.if.ry;*'  11. — 
The  oaths  were  <idroiai?!erpd  October  10,  175.'i.  The  trajicil  death  uf  .Sir  DcHiv^r^, 
two  days  afterwar.:!?,   occasioned  trie  'jleviitiou  of  Mr.Dclaiicev  lo  i!;r  2iib''rii;»ioriaI 

chair,  which  ho  enjoyed  tiM  the  iJd  of  Septombpr,  17.'i.5  wii.ii  lip  whs  »\if' d-il   by 

Srr  Chart'js  Hardy,  who  .idmiai'tered  the  •ruveniiiient  till  the  uM  of  July.  1757, 
^Tphen  sailiug  in  liiq  expedition  to  Louiebur^,  liic  duty  ot  ijdmitJi.-t'rinsf  tbi?  govern 
o)entag;aiu  devofvedupn  tt>-.'  iiot!'eaant-;?ovprnbr.  As  Sir  Charles,  iffer  tlis  capcurp 
of  Lonisbrrg,  never  returned  to  New  York,  but  embarked  for  Eii^-li-tiJ,  Mr.  Dr  Lau- 
"ij  adniip  stored  liij  govornmeut  uutii  \ui  death,  vvhich  occurrtfd  July  30,  1760  Hr 
was  buri-  '   ii!  ti)8  larnily  wau!t,  Trinity  Ciiorch.N.  Y.,  wher^  ii^'  the  remain^  of  rH 

•  ff*  )«f:!ily  >vho  d''  ^  previous  «c  the  rerc.Uuiou.  Hy  is  spo'.iEU  of  as  a  gentlc-nan  of 
trib  c'd  -f  t-;->ol,  fMjrjeasia^  ijreat  aiTdbiiity,  vivacity  and  high  toned  chirairu;  foelingd; 
bis  tai'i'gruy  aii'J  palioiism  eeem  to  have  been  nnquestionab!**-  He  gave  oarpe  to 
Dt9L»n<>t:y  8lrct<;  in  New  York.     (H.  A.G.)  ,  .  ., 
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was  not  among  the  rest  a  man  of  education  or  abilities  quali-, 
ivedlbr  the  station  they  were  in:     they  were  in  general  farm-- 
er.s,  and  directed  by  one  or  more  ol' the  12  members  above  mi- 
nted—Mr.  Dowe  by  his  colleagues,  Mr.  Winner  and  Mr.  Ren- 
selaer  ;  Mr.  Thomas  by  his  broi.her-ia-law,the  Speaker,  and  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Phillipse  ;  Mills  by  Mr.  Watts  and  his  cousin- 
^rernian,  lilr.  \icoll  ;  Cornel  by  his  colleague.  Mr.  Jones  ;  Mr. 
Lot  and  Mr.  Vandevier.  MrJunton  and  Mr.  Dupue,  bv  all  the 
city  members,  (MeSiis.  Richards,  Cruger,  Watts  and  Walton);., 
Mr.  Walton  of  Staten  Island  by  his  cousin,  a  New  York  mem- 
ber, and   his  colleague,  Mr.  LeCount,  Mr.   Filkin   by  Colonel 
Beekman.  whose  interest  broui;ht  him  in,  Mr.  Snedlkcr  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Gale  by  the  membejs  for  the  capital,  and  Mr.Mynderse  ; 
of  Schenectady  byMr.  Winner  and  Mr.  Renseiaer.  ■•-■ue 

Of  the  whole  House,  the  only  wealthy,  able,  member  neither  ■ 
connected  with  Mr.  dsLancev,  nor  in  the  sphere  of  his  influ- 
ence, was  Mr. Livingston.  His  (deL.'s)  station  on  che  bench, 
with  the  independent  tenure  of  good  behavior,  added  to  hi? 
amazing  power,  vrhich  was  again  augmented  by  the  inferior 
abilities  of  his  assistants,  and  his  incessant  assiduity,  joined  to 
his  ov/n  affluence,  and  that  of  his  family,  in  cultivating:  all  the 
arts  of  popularity,  iVom  the  moment  he  u-as  di=s'usr,ed  by  Hr. 
I.  larke  in  the  year  1737."  \  Pa^es  170-2,  Vol.  IL  o.  H.  N.  Y.'\ 

■••  The  opposition  to  the  debt  bill  cost  Mr.  ALT-^-AXDrs  his  life. 
He  ventured  out  for  that  purpose  in  a  paroxysm  of  the  gout, 
took  cold,  and  died  the  day  alter  the  session  :  and  from  that 
time  the  Governor.cSir  Charles  Hardy,- who  had  such  a  demon- 
.•^trative  proof  of  the  devotion  of  the  Assembly  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, (James  de  Lancey.)  as  To  obstruct  the  levies  for 
tlic  service,  until  his  interest  was  secured,  in  deliance  of  an  in- 
struction, and  at  the  risk  of  the  royal  resentment,  tamely  re-  . 

•signed  himself  into  his  hands.  (Page  2Sl,  Vol  II.  S.  H.  N.  Y.) 

k       -  *  *  *  *  *  * 

He  married  Anxe  HE.vnicoTE,  who  died  in   1779.  daughter  of 
^-olonel     Caleb     Healhcote,    of    Heathcntf.    Hill,     yiamnroneck 
Ih'oprietor  of  the  Manor  of  Scnrsdnle,  Westchester  county,  S 
-Y  v..  and  brother  of  Sir  Gilbert   Heathcotc,   chief  founder  of  ; 
the  Bank  of  England.     They  had  issue  4  sons  ^.*)  and  4  daugh- 

1*1  James  deLancev.  ^F)  born  in  17.59,was  a  Captain  in  the 


F.)   DkL-^ncky,  Ja.meb,  (S«e  I'lut  ^   pa^e36,  and   ist  '■    pase  37,  supra  ,  cnnt  ^ 
'^'Uion  nf  same)    o(  New     York.       He    was    elected    n    rrifmher  of  i!»<i    Hou-e    or 
AsseiTibly  ol  New  York  \ti  1769,   and  his  success  ia  ohtniiiii)^'  a  Beat  vviia    re^ardeil 
*'  a  triii'.nph  of  the  EpiacopaK  ui^  ov.-f  l(,e  Pre^l^yt^rfiani.     When  the  ioyaii^it.^  com-   . 
"sauced  ihe  orgsnizaiion  of  miiiiary  corps,  he  accepied  oi'  a  comraisaisn,   and  com-  • 
■iHidoa  ct  battalion  or  reglmoDt.     He  vrae  takaa  prissaer  aud  confined  in  the  jail  a.r' 


artiiy,  but  sold  out  his  commission  on  succeeding  to  the  family 
estates  at  his  father's  death.      He  was  a  Member  of  Assembly 


Hartford,  Conuecticut,  aud  whila  tliere  roceired  the  follovriug  l»U«r  fr»m  Mr.  J*if, 
who  was  an  old  friend  : 

"Sir,— N'otwUhstandinK  the  opiioaitlon  of  our  senlinjenta  aad  couduct  relative  to  the  pretaat 
e<»nte«t,  the  friendship  which  »>ul>«i«ied  between  us  is  not  furgotteo :  nor  will  the  guoj  oifit«» 
I'ormerly  done  by  yoursell'  and  lainily  tease  to  excii«  my  ^ratiuide.  Uow  lar  your  niiUdUoa  axHj 
l/«  coin/brtable  and  easy,  J  know  not;  it  is  my  wish,  and  it  shall  be  ujy  endeavor.that  It  be  a«  much 
ao  a»  ni'«y  be  consistent  with  the  interest  oi"  the  lireat  cause  lo  which  I  have  ilevoied  every  thln^ 
1  hold  dear  iu  this  world.  I  htive  taken  the  liberty  ol  reiiuestini;  Mr.  tfAiuuel  Bruume  liamedi- 
•(•ly  to  advance  you  SlOOon  my  Recount.  Vour  not  having  heard  from  uii  sooner  w*s  unavoid- 
»ble.    A  line  by  the  fir.sl opportunity  will  much  oblige  niu. 

Be  explicit,  and  avail  yourself  withoat  hesilntion  of  the  friendship  whith  was  entertalaed  a* 
well  88  professed  for  yow  by  Your  obeJ?ent  and  humble  servant, 

•PoughSeepsie,  January  id,  177tJ,"  "JOHN  JAY." 

ColoDi*!  De  Lnncay  was  atiaiuled,  and  lost  his  estate  under  the  confiscatiotj  net. 
'H«  weLt  lo  England  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  at  lh«  formation  of  the  Loyatiii 
agency  for  prosecuting  claims  for  cornpensatioti.svas  appointed  ageai  for  New  Vork, 
and  becamo  Vice  President  of  the  Board.  His  own  losses  wore  large  and  difUcult  of 
adjustmsnt.  and  occupied  the  attention  of  the  comrniasionars  for  eome  days.  £a- 
•eptingf  Sir  William  Pepperell,  Colonel  Da  Lancey  appears  lo  have  been  the  moit 
active  member  of  tha  agency  ;  and  as  two  papers  ou  the  eubjecl  of  the  Loyaliti 
claims  which  bear  his  signature  contain  much  iuformation,  and  cannot  but  intereiit 
lh«  reader,  I  insert  thern  entire.  Both  were  writieii  in  1778.  The  firat  i<  » 
Pttition  to  Parliavtent  aud 

••Hi7Ji8l,ir  8HKW£TH, — That,  in  pursuance  of  four  several  acts  of  Parliament  passed  In  the 
yean  J7^3-'5-'6-'7,  for  appointing  Comiaissloners  to  inquire  into  the  losses  and  .services  of  all 
«uch  persons  ^vho  have  suffered  in  their  nnhu.  properties  and  professions  during  tbu  !uie  unhap- 
py dissensions  in  ^iiiericsi,  in  consequduce  nf  their  lnyniiy  to  his  iiiajemy,  and  uttachinent  to  lh« 
British  Government,  the  said  (-oininissioners  have  proceeded  in  the  s.tirt  inquiry,  and  mad*  seve- 
ral repurts  thereon  to  the  Lords  (Jcuimissioners  of  his  .Majesty'.s  Treasury,  as  directed  by  the  said 
Acts,  statements  whereof,  up  to  5th  /ipril,  1788.  have,  by  order,  been  laid  before  your  Honorabl* 
■  Uotise.  "That,  by  the  statement  niiile  up  to  -ijih  Kecember,  1787,  the  gross  sum  of  i7,U57,f!53. 
appeared  to  have  been  claimed  lor  the  loa<  of  |jroiK.>rty  only,  by  ',',994  Claimanu,  of  '.vbich  nom- 
lUet  not  more  thiin  12  have  been  reported  to  be  fntuduient.  7  reiev.ieii  for  want  of  Luyalty,  and  only 
250  disallowed  for  want  of  s-  liicieci  proof,  out  of  17i4.  v^hose  claims  they  had  examined  and  re- 
.  ported  upon,  whose  claims  had  amounted  to  £Ci  572,t9tj,  as  appsars  by  their  statemeBt.  up  to  5th 
April,  I7c8,  but  to  whom  they  had  aJiowed  no  more  than  atl. 867,548,  in  full  compensation  theresf, 
which  is  not  equal  to  -ne-thlrd  of  the  amount  of  the  said  claims.  Aud  that  several  of  the  said 
ClalinaRts  have  represented  to  your  petitioners,  that  the  sums  allowed  them  as  coiiipensatiiio 
have  been  much  less  than  they  conceived  to  be  the  value  of  their  property  thus  lost;  ana  which, 
in  their  opinion,  had  been  substantiated  by  the  evidence  prciduced  before  the  said  Commlisioners, 
And  that  they  apprehend  that  the  deductions  which  have  bt;en  made  were  in  corsequenee  of 
some  general  principles  or  rulet  adopted  by  the  Coiumissioners  in  the  investigations  of  the 
Claims  of  the  Loyalists  with  which  they  ara  unacquainted,  and  which,  they  conceive, 
may  possibly  have  been  founded  on  mis-nforrnation  or  mistake.  Your  Petitioners  trust,  that  the 
Commissioners  of  American  claims  cannot  possibly  have  any  objection  lo  disclose,  in  the  present 
•tags  of  the  inquiry,  the  principles  and  the  rules  which  they  have  formed  for  their  direction  in 
the  liquidation  of  claims  on  the  justice  and  liberality  of  Parliament  to  the  amount  of  many  mil- 
UoBs,  and  in  an  inquiry  so  interesting  to  the  public,  and  the  individuals  affected  by  their  decU- 
ton. I 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  your  Honorable  House,  that  the  Coinmissianers  of  Americaa 
Claims  be  ordered  to  lay  before  tne  Huuse  the  General  Rules  and  Principles  which  th«y  have  fot- 
uted  for  their  inqniry,  and  under  whichjthey  have  have  acted  in  the  liquidation  of  the  Claims  «f 
the  Loyalists.  Jas.  DkLasckt,  Agent  of  the  Committee." 

"The  SECOND  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  contains 
the  reasons  of  the  Loyalists,  why  no  discrimination  or  deduction  ought  lo  ba  mad* 
from  the  eurru  found  due  thatn  by  the  Commiseionsra. 

"Sir, — We  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  your  consideratloa  sundry  reasons  againBi  any  de- 
dactions  being  made  from  the  suras  found  due  to  the  .American  Loyalists;  deraonslratinif,  that 
after  they  shall  have  received  the  full  amount,  the  losses  they  have  sustained  will  ereatiy  ex- 
ceed those  of  their  fellow  subjects  La  consequence  of  the  war.  Persuaded  as  we  are  of  your  up- 
right and  liberal  iatentions  toward  them,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  those  reasons  have  convinced 
yoar  judgment  of  the  injustice  upon  which  any  dericctions  whatever  must  be  founded,  liol  a« 
yon  were  pleased  to  intimate  to  our  committee  a  possibility  that  Parliament  mi^ht.  in  t!;e  linal 
payiiienl,  proceed  on  the  distinction  which  has  been  made  between  the  Loyalists  who  hid  borne 
arms,  and  those  who  have  not ;  we  heu  leave  to  Uy  t^fore  you  the  fullowing  additional  reason* 
aat  only  against  such  deduction,  but  against  any  discrimination  whatever  in  the  euiopensailoo  (o 
k«  made  for  loss  of  property. 

Th*  difttiactioa  was  made  by  Parliament  ia  an  early  etag*  of  tha  inqniry,    wh»a 
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jbr  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  from  17GS  to  1775.  Du- 
ring the  war  he  retired  to  England,  and  was  Vice-President  of 

no  certain  idea  could  be  formed  of  iho  whole  amouot  of  the  losses,  for  Uie  purpose  of 
fcdbrding  relief  lo  those  who  wanted  ii.  But  we  uaauot  suppose  that  Parham^iil 
.QUTided,  at  the  time,  lo  adopt  it  iu  the  final  udniinifllralioii  of  justice,  for  the  follow - 
iD^  reasous : 

"  I.- It  was  adialiuctiou  which  never  haa  heen,  )ior  ever  can  be  ralioDally 
fuade,  because  it  is  impossible  lo  asc«riaiu  the  numerous  and  various  dpgreee  of 
Leyaliy  produc«d  by  «u  infmiie  variety  of  acts,  during  a  loasj  continued  rebellion  ; 
•ad  equally  se  lo  apportion,  upon  any  principle  of  law  or  equity,  the  corns  wliich  the 
Loyalista  ougiit  lo  receive  in  consequence  thereof.  Besides,  were  this  po^3lble,  it 
would  b»  fuudameutally  unjust,  becauio  the  Loyalist  whose  person  has  been  atlaiul- 
ed,  and  whose  property  has  been  contiscated.  la  consequence  of  one  act  of  Loyalty, 
ttds  evidently  eurtared  on  the  pubuc  account  as  much  injury  and  damage,  as  he 
who  has  Buffered  in  cooaequence  of  ten  thousand,  and  ol  courae,  is  equally  an  ob- 
ject of  public  protection  aud  full  compensation  ;  although  the  other  mast  be  allow- 
ed to  have  a  stronger  claim  to  gratitude  end  reward  from  the  government  for  his  ser- 
»ice«.  flence  it  u>,  that  there  is  no  instance  to  be  found  in  the  Journals  of  Parlia- 
ment, of  any  such  dincriniination.  But,  on  the  contrary,  Tt  appears,  from  every 
cif  of  a  similar  nature,  that  the  uniform  usage  of  Parliainr;nl  has  been,  to  make 
full  compensation  to  subjects  wiio  havo  suffered  in  consequence  of  thoir  tIJelity  to  the 
Slate ;  even  where  that  fidelity  has  been  shown  by  a  discbarge  of  the  least  of  the 
political  duties,  without  making  any  discrimination  or  deduction  from  the  sum  found 
liue.  To  ihls  we  will  add,  that  there  never  has  been  any  point  of  law,  or  principle 
of  juslico,  more  solemuly  settled,  than  that  sve  here  contend  for.  In  the  case  of 
Daniel  Campbell,  who  h:id  sMflered  in  his  property  by  a  mob,  oa  account  only  of 
his  votiiifr  for  the  malt  tax,  ail  the  brauchss  .jf  the  Legislature  concurred  in  declar- 
ing, '  That  as  the  losses  and  damages  he  had  sustained  were  ou  account  of  the  cou- 
c»ra  he  had,  or  was  supposed  to  have  had,  in  promoting  the  act  for  laying  a  duty 
on  malt.it  is  jast  and  reasonable  that  the  said  damages  aud  losses  nhould  be  rnada  good 
and  repaid,  clear  of  ail  deductions.'  Does  it  not,  then, follow. beyond  all  possibility  of 
doubt,  iu  the  case  where  the  unbject  has  lost  his  property  on  account  of  his  fidelity 
10  ihe  State,  aud  ultimately  by  an  act  of  the  State  itself,  maiiileatly  done  for  ita 
own  security  aud  preservai.on,  that  he  ought  to  receive  equal  compensation  with  the 
subject  who  had  suffared  for  giving  a  vole  for  an  act  of  Parliament  ? 

"2.  Upon  a  little  cousideratiou  of  His  Majesty's  prociamatioQ,  and  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  it  will  further  appear,  thai  any  such  discrira- 
iaation  or  deductiou  will  be  evidently  incousistenl  with,  aud  derogatory  lo,  because 
*a  manifest  failure  iu,  the  performances  of  the  royal  and  parliamentary  assuraucea 
held  out  by  them  to  the  Loyalists,  for  by  those  assurances  the  Royal  Faith  and  the 
honor  of  Parliament  staud  most  solemnly  pledged  for  the  pmieciion  of,  and  for  ma- 
king '  ample  and  full  compensation  '  to,  every  Loyalist,  indiecrimiuaiely,  who  had 
Ween  •  aiding  aud  assisting  in  guppresaiug  the  rebellion.'  or  who,  oa  account  of 
a  desire  manifested  to  assist  in  carrying  into  execution  any  acts  oi  ihe  British  Legis- 
lature, has  suffered  any  injury  or  damage'  whatever. 

•'  3.  In  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamation,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  two 
Hsnses  of  Parliament,  a  (-oinmission  has  been  instituted  for  inquiring  into  Losses 
and  Services  of  those  who  had  'sutVored  in  con.---equence  of  their  Loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
jeety,  and  their  attachmaut  to  the  British  fioveroment,  and  their  obedience  to  his 
Majesty's  proclamation,"  &.c.  &.c.  And  the  Loyalists  whose  losses  have  been  inqui- 
red into,  and  liquidated  under  that  commission,  are  clearly  included  in  the  descrip- 
tion of,  and  are  identically  the  persons  who,  (by  the  express  words  of  his  Majesty's 
Proclamation,  aud  the  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,)  are  declared  lo  be  '  entitled  ' 
to  the  *  protection  of  the  laws,'  and  to   '  full  and  ample  compensntion.' 

•'  4.  Neither  his  Majesty's  Proclamation,  nor  the  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,  nor 
the  Sthiule  of  luquiry,  nor  any  one  Precedent  lo  be  found  iu  the  Journals  of  Par- 
liament, allude  to,  or  even  mention,  the  decree  of  Loyalty  requisite  to  entitle  the 
•abject  lo  the.'  Protection  and  Compensation  '  declared  to  be  due,  and  solemnly 
promised  by  bis  .Majesty  and  the  two  Houses;  but  as  the  evident  principles  of  poli- 
cy, reason,  justice,  and  law  required,  allof  thsm  unite  ineonstituting  and  establish- 
iog  '  thtt  having  suffered  any  injury  or  damage  in  csnsequanee  of  Loyally,'  tha  cri- 
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the  board  of  loyalist  refugees,  established  for  the  purpose  of  j 
obtaining  compensation  for  their  losses.  He  made  the  city  of  1 
Bath,  in  England,  his  residence,  and  died  there,  in  1800.  '       i 

.■■..•  I 

{See  Biographical  Sketch,  SfclF] pages  58,59,60.)  j 

/  (Examine  H  A  G,  page  110-17,  6  1st  lines.) 

He  married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Chief  Justice  Allev,  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  had  issue  2  sons  (*)  and  3  daughters  (f) 

1  •  1  Jaues,  Litutenant  Colonel  of  the  Ist  Dragoon  Guards,  British  Anny 

2  t  I  Anna. 

3  t  2  Susan.  ,  .  ■>  »r«es.r.v 
4*2  Charles,  died  unmarried.  -  >  i;-. 
5  t  3  Margaret,  m"d  Sir  Julius  Jacket  CLifton,  of  £iigiand.  '•    " 


lerion  and  express  condition  upon  which  ihe  •  title  '  to  protPCtioD  and  '  troplft  4nd 
full  compenHBiion  '  shall  be  completeh,'  vested;  and  as  every  Loyalist,  whose  lose 
had  been  inquired  into  and  reported,  has  complied  with  that  condition,  his  right  or 
•  ^iile  '  to  the  mil  amount  of  the  sum  found  due.  is  unequivocally  established  upon 
ihe  said  Proclamation  and  Kescluuons.  We  tlieret'ore  ino^t  humbly  ;rust,  that 
Parliament  will  not  deviate  from  all  former  Precedents,  and  from  the  priDcipIes  of 
reason  and  justice  so  solemnly  established,  by  making  any  deduction  whatever 
from  the  sums  found  due  to  subjeeta,  who  have  .suiTered  so  much  and  such  long  con- 
tinued loss  .ind  distress  on  the  public  accoun:,  and  for  ilie  public  advania'^e;  sums, 
in  the  complete  and  liberal  discharge  of  which,  the  sacrrd  faith  of  Majasiy,  the  iu- 
violable  houor  of  Parliament,  the  irreproachable  character  of  the  Nation,  and  Ihe 
inomentous  security  of  the  State,  are  bo  evidently  concerned. 

•'  We  could,  sir,  cfl'er  to  your  eon'iideration  other  arguments  on  the  BubjVct  ;  but, 
confiding  in  your  upright  sen.'^e  of  public  justice,  and  the  benevolence  of  \our  feel- 
ings for  the 'irtuous  and  distrcsaed,  we  will  conclude  with  requesting  that  you  will 
favor  our  Committee  with  the  promised  interview  by  which  alone  the  anxiety  uf 
our  minds  on  the  occasion  can  be  relieved. 

•'  Ihave  the  honor  to  be,  by  the  direction,  and  on  behalf,  of  the  .Agents  of  the  American  Loy- 
ulisu,  with  great  respect, 

"Sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

".IaMes  deLanckt. 
"Right  Honorable  William  Pitt,  tc."  "Vice  Pre5ident." 

These  papers  produced  no  effect,  except  as  is  staled  in  the  preliminary  remarks  to 
this  work,  no  discrimination  was  finally  made  betv/een  Loyalists  of  different  degrees 
of  loyalty,  merit,  and  grades  of  service.  {See  Sabine's  American  Lnyalists, 
(S.  A.  L.)  Vol.  I,    pages  lall4.)  In    this    respect    all    were   treated   alike  ;  but 

Ihe  commissioners  were  not  required  to  revi:^e  their  proceedings,  as  was  asked  for  in 
the  address  to  Parliament ;  nor  was  Mr.  Pitt  induced  to  change  his  purpose  ol  mak- 
ing certain  rates  of  reduction  on  the  sums  reported  to  bn  due  to  claimants  by  the 
coiniaissioDers,  as  was  solicited  in  the  communication  to  him.  The  petition  and  the 
letter  are  however,  valuable  documents,  and  at)!e  and  authorized  statements  of  the 
views  of  adherents  of  the  crown,  who  were  interested  in  the  matters  lo  wiiich  they 
relate. 

Indeed,  the  claimants  appear  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  the  minister  ; 
and  the  Board  of  Agents,  after  .Mr.  Pitt's  plan  was  conhrmed  by  an  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, presented  an  address  lo  the  King.  Colonel  De  Lancey  affixed  his  signature 
to  this  address,  and  with  his  associates  had  an  audience  of  his  Majesty,  and  "had 
the  honor  lo  ki.sa  his  Majesty's  hand  " 

Colonel  DeLancey  finally  fixed  his  residence  in  Nova  Scotia, and  in  1794  was  bn-orn 

in  as  a.  Member  of  the  Council  of  that  Colony.     He  died  at  Annapolis,  Nova  Scotia, 

about  the  year  1609.     Martjia,  his  widow,  died  at  the  same  place  in   lti37,  at  the 

*g»  of  73.     [Very  erroneous  in  many  ;par(iculara.     (S.  A.  L-}]     .,  .s5;so_'  ...:--•!-'.    • 

^-  •■»•.',••■    r^n-j  .  i         .'■<•'-:.    .  -■        ■?   -^••»  ^\>'    ■■  ■  .-•*' 

I. 
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2  t  1  Maria,  married  William  Walton,  Esq.,  son  of  Jacob 
Walton,  who  built  the  Walton  House, in  Pearl  street.New  York. 

3  t  *^  Mabtha,    )  .    , 
"   I    „  o                (  unmarried. 

•t    t    3    bUSANNA,    )  . 

^3  t  4  Akx,  rnd  Judge  Tho?na.<t  Joiwx.  of  Fort  Nech,  L.I. ;  no 
issue.  , , 

6*2  Heathcote. died  unmarried. 

7  *'3  STE?HEy,m'd  Hannah  Sackctt  ;  no  children;  and  died 
in   1795. 

8*4  JoH.v  Peter,  (G)  of  Mamaronech,  Westchester  county, 
8.  N.  Y.;  born  175.3,  and  died  in  1828.  In  1787  he  married 
Elizabeth  Floyd,  daughter  of  Col.  Richard  Floyd,  of  Mastic, 
L.  I.,  who  died  in  1819.  They  hud  issue  3  sons  (*)  and  5 
(laughters  (t). 

1  *  1  Thomas  J.,  (born  1789,  died  I82I,)  of  Mainuioueck,  Judge  of  WestclieBler 
Co.,  X.  Y.,  whose  only  son  and  child,  Thoim^s  JvMtis,  ef  Ne\r  York,  in'd  Frances 
Augusta,  dauahtar  of  Dr.  Binav,  of  Ycikers?,  We^tcliestor  Couuty,  N.  Y- 

2  *  '2  WiLLTAii  H. —  Ri'sht  Reverend — Bishop  (ProtostaiU  Episcopal)  of  the  Dio- 
cese of  Western  New   York. 

3  t  1  Ann  CiiARLorrE.  m"d  John  Loudon  McAdatn,  of  England, playfully  .styled 
llie  Colossus  of  Roads  (^Rhodes)  ihe  celebrated  ortgiiialor  of  .McAdaiiiized  roads. 

'■ -Nfr Adam,  JoHS  Loldon — The  prnjector  uf  the  improvement  in  the  !iu(.kin^  of  roarfs  knii\vii 
»i  McJidn.mizt'i  Ji->'idg.  He  ivas  h.,rn  in  Scntlanil.  in  |V.jt'>,  eiiiiLTftte  I  tr,  .New  Vork  when  a  lad. 
sntl  reiimined  in  ihit  citj'  tbrou^'hinit  the  Kevuliuion.  Under  the  protection  of  the  British  troops, 
he  Hcciiituilated  a  cc)nsnJer;tble  fnrttine  us  acent  ibr  the  sale  ot  prizes.  At  the  cluse  of  the  war 
lie  retarned  tohi!*  native  lund,  with  the  lo-is  o!  nearly  'iie  whole  ot"his  proiterty.  He  died  puor. 
in  IKWJ,  ased  81.  tJis  systpm  ot  making  roid?  i?  ton -wpII  knowti  m  reijMire  description.  By  his 
first  wile,  h  htdy  hy  the  niirieof  .\iotfi>?.L,  whocn  iie  rjiarried  at  .New  Vurk.  he  hail  six  children, 
most  (if  whom  survived  him.  His  ?ecnnd  'vii'e,  of  the  (Loyalist)  name  of  DeX.ancey,  lirmiRht 
him  no  fiimily.  VVhenhecaoie  to  .Xmeric.i,  he  livf'.',  umil  nj^nhiiod  with  his  uncle,  VVilliab, 
»  nierch&Dl  of  New  Vork,"  *  •  *  ]  described  at  pages  410 — '7,S.  A.  I..  J 

4  t  2  Susan  .A.uaasTA,    m'd  James  F'Tinimore  Cooper,  oj   \Coofierxlown,  Olsego 

Ca,  N.  Y,  THE  Atnerican    Ivdvelist,    born   1788,  and   died  14t(i  September 

185l,a{;ed  63  years. 

•    3  t  3  Maria  Franckb,  died  unmarried. 

6*3   Edward  Fi.ovd,  died  uinnarned  at  the  .ige  of  ?]'i.  i 

7  t  4  Elizabeth  Caroli.^e,  living. 

5  t  5  Marsha  Arabella. 


{G  )  ,ToHN  Petcr  Dk  LANCtY.  wa?  "sdurated  lo  England  by  hi«  eldest  brother, 
'arnes.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  British  amiy,  aud  paiticipated  in  the  memorable 
billies  of  Brandy  wine  and  Monnioulli,  and  accompauied  Lord  Howe  id  jiis  south- 
Ttt  canipaigu.  fii  1769,  resiqjiiing  iiis  commifcsioa  in  the  British  army,  ho  returned 
with  ill."  wife  lo  .Vinerica,  aod  resided  »ho  remainder '<(  hit*  lite  ui  his  Grandfather 
Heatheots's  old  seat,  Healhcote  Mill,  Alamaroneck,  Westchester  couuly,  of  whirlt 
h»  became  the  proprietor.     Ho  ditd  in  JS23.     (H.  A.G; 


;ft, •■W.I '■■-•■.'•'"'>■   '    :•!■' 
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.    PETER     (of    the    Mills.) 

SECOND    SON    OF    ETIENNF.. 
(Sre   "  3   »  3   Pnge  53  supra  and  Ao/<r  (i/ ) 

Hc'(my  great-grandiuiher)  married  Kmzabeth  Coi.den,  {Sre 
Cot-DKN  Genat-ogical  Refi^renck,  <w  suhsequent  pngc^,)  (oi  \vhom 
I  hxve  a  beaatilul  luiDiaturc)  daughter  of  Governor  [1760- 
'\-^-\)AScr.  page21  fiupra,]  Cachmllader  Coldev.  They  had  is- 
sue 7  .sons  C*)  and  5  daugJiters  (.f). 

I 

1*1  Stephen,.;!)  u\d  Esthrr  RijndtiU,  oi  .\lb<iny,  N.  Y.  Tliey  Imd  issu* 
>1  ran  (*)  and  '2  daughters,   (t) 

1  t     1     Kl.lZAJJRTH. 

2  t  2  Marv. 

3  *    I    CADWALLvuKn,  o/  Nova   S<-uL'ni. 

2*2  John,  (J)  iii'd  Alida  Wirkhnm,  wliu-^e  daughter.  .ii*/«e  E  .  of  Hrheuecta- 
dy,  N.  Y.,  (my  mother's  cousin  pt-rman,)  ni'd  Juteph  C.  Yates,  Judge  ol  the  Su- 
preme  Court  of  Neic  Y'jr/c.   and  Oijceritor  ol   this  State  Ironi    l&^2  lo   lS:i8. 

3*3   Petek,  killed  iu  a  duel,  m'd  Emily   Bere-yfurd  ;  uo   issue. 

4  t   I   An.v,  m'd  John  C'lx,  ot   New   York  :  no  issue. 

5  t  2  .\licf.,  m'd  Rulph  Izard,  of  Smith  Caroliiiri,  (See  Voimnfi  of  Corres- 
pondence of  Ra!|'h  Izard,  of  South  Carolina,  by  (his  daughter)  Aiiue  Izard  D*""*. 
Churlea  Frarjcia  &  Cc,  N.  Y.,  1844,)  wIkhp  danchier  atTiiiii,  Chnriottc,  m'd  Dr. 
Ruheit  Watt*,  (my  second  oouisin  )  Their  s^ou,  Gkorge  Izakd,  of  JSouth  Carolina, 
born  in  1777  ;  appointed  Li«ut.  of  Ariiiierivt.s  una  Entrineers  2d  June,  1794  :  (Lieu- 
tenant, in  France,  in  the  Llnsjineer  Corpe,  179fJ-"7),  Eiiffineer  o(  tiie  fortifications  in 
Charleston  Harbor,  in  17L18;  Captain  in  Juiy.  I79i>  ;  Aid-de-Cnmp  to  Major-Gen'l. 
Harniltou   (Inspector    General)    16th    D9CB.iih:r,    i7y9  ;     retained,    .\pril,    ie02,  «• 


(H  \  PETica  Df;  La.m;i;t.  the  seoond  r.on,  likewiKe  performed  a  conspicuous  pari 
ii)  the  early  annal«  of  Nbw  Yck.  He  rr-preeoo'ed  the  borough  of  Westchester,  in 
»he  a^ssmbly,  from  1752  to  17f)8.  .Marryuij;  n  daughter  of  Gov.  C-ild^n,  he  sist- 
(led  upois  a  lar^o  esiaie  whic!>  he  pcsse.-sed  at  Weet  Farms,  Wepichester  rcuniy. 
f«n  the  hanks  ot  the  Bronx  river.  ! ilTJ^ce  untc  7,  P'iZ'»  ^  "^d  6,  supra,)  and  b<>carnF 
the  ance.-torof  that  branch  of  the  family  knowu  as  the  " \Vfi«tchei.ler  Of  Lancey*." 

(H.  A.  G.) 

fl^Onriup  the  Ucvdiiiiion,  Mrs.  r-KLiSckv.  nee  foi.rss,  and  two  nnni^irriod  di4U|;hfrr»... 
Anne,  (Rficrwards  luarrifi!  11  .loHs  C;  X.;  .ii.d  Elizabeth,  coniiniicrt  ni  reside  at  C'nron  KiV. 
in  VVes:.-he!.isrc<.i:niy,  .md  .''ccived  a^  irreui  dcti  ol  .iceniion  IroT  xhc  •  tncer^  and  ^onerals  c 
hfitb  sidee.  >  >iic  diy.  howcvrr  Ihe  {^kinnrrs  r(iarti>,-.D';.  the  dress  of  ili»  Ainericsn  party,  the 
«co!)rte  end  terror  ril  the  uciurai  ground;  n'.nc'..«*il  th'>  r'reiiii5*'s  and  searched  even  ihe  stsbjet. 
»«itli  the  intenlion  ot  murdt/ine  and  curryir.c  nirall  '.Itey  could  find.  f=oine  ot  the  neirrocs,  it  ivr- 
peary.  bad  Ihkea  refuse  undr^r  iht'  biV,  ;ind  thr-  iimraudHrs  stsspwiEtin;.'  sncli  w;'^  the  ritse,  but  to" 
|»resFcd  for  time  to  rpiiiove  the  ina.-<!=  Ihruwt  (.iii-.liiurks  jstou  todisrover  if  nny  «nt:  w.\s  r.juce&l- 
••'.  ther.  in.  Tht  m-gro  co.vehni.-i:i.  Vavf.  whs  tiiUorluii.-itely  neRrtr  t.'iC  top  l.'ivn  fln>  of  the  ro'l. 
mid  rer«ived  a  thrust  in  his  K%e.  hnl  had  the  •■iidiLrHnie  to  puiiprest ;»  try,  endure  the  pjiin.Htiii 
ihey  escaped.     He.  one-oyed  iTAry,  atteruArd*  used  to  drive  my  mother.  4.  \V.  diP. 

(I.)  Stkfiien  Dk  Lancey,  son  of  IVter,  wan  an  iiiBoeutia!  cliararler  at  Alba- 
ny, where  he  rrfided  )»0  years  ac"-  He  wa«:  one  o(  the  SurrocKtef  c(  (hf>  count* 
of  Albany,  and  was  a  member  <»f  tiic  AllMuy  Coinniitleo  of  Safely,  at  iu  firnl  form- 
ation :  but  dnriDj  the  revoiuli*  n  he  wai^  arre'led,  on  account  ol  his  puruality  to 
the  royal  CHU.1H  and  sent  to  Hartford,  t"onn  ,  and  coiiHiied  i|ier»<  at»  a  prmoner,  on 
parole.  At  the  cio^eof  llie  ivnr  he  remored  lo  Novii  >Scolia,  ivju-re  hi«  rltBc»nd-iii« 
Wild  repide.  (H.  A   G.) 

(.?.;  ^.loH.N  hkLanckv,  mcceeded  his  frtlher,  in  1768,  as  mrmb^r  of  AfsoinbUy 
for  the  Borough  of  Weslchester,  and  nerved  nniil  1675,  when  he  w»*  elected  to  the 
Froviucial  Con^ro.^ii,  whsra  he  served  one  year. 
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retain  of  Artillery  ;  resigned  1st  June,  1603  ;  appointed  Colons!  of  the  ^d  Artil- 
,^  Pth  Marcli,  1S12  ;  Brigadier  General.  U'tli  M.un!i.  ! 813  ,  Major  Genrrol, 
T'h  Fail.,  1«14  ;  di.sbatided,  Ijlh  June,  1S13  ;  Governor  of  Arkau^as  Ternlory, 
\fan:h,  1825,  till  he  .iiod.  at  I.ittle  Ranlc.  iJ-?d  Nov.;  1828.  (Gardner'*  Dictionary 
tf  Lhf  Army  of  the  United  States,  jux^c'I'ti .) 

6  t  3  Elizabeth,  died  iiuuiuw-ieii. 

7  ■•  4  James,  (K  (1st  ami  rid)  Colonel,  in"<!  Mnrthi  Tippet,  of  Westchester,  b. 
's   y.     They  had  children,  wiio  rf'side   m   Nov.t  Scotia. 

3*5  Olivmr,  an  oftlc«r  -i;  the  Brilisli  N;iv>%  v/ho  resiffiu-d  his  commission,  mar- 
,,o'd  Rachel  Hunt,  of  \Vc>i  Farms,  \Ve?iciiecU-r  comity,  .S.  iV.*  Y.,  and  settled  at 
that  lOttce,  where  tliey  had  jfsuu,  ainonij  whoDi, 

Eliza,  still  livincr,  m'd,  1st,  Stephen  Baynvl,  basely -juurdered,  Ud,  Rev 

W.  POIDCII. 

JuUA,  beautiful,  m'd   Daniel  Cnsfar. 

Sfi-AN,  everything  iovcable.  '    . 

William  A.,  m'd  Elizahcth  Ryer,  of  West  Farms.     , 
John,    m'd  Eliza  Shea,  v/hoso  chiluroii, 
'  Henry   Overhig.  -  .        .. 

Eliza,  died  unmarried.  ' 

Mary  m'd  Mr.  Miller. 

Louisa  m'd  Arthur  Powell. 

And  Henrietta. 

f)  t  4  Sl-^ansah,  m'd  Col.  Thnuias  Bnrrlnrj,  tSrr  F>ioizrii;i/iir.al  .<!kefrh  <^^(0}  pn^ie 
67,)  born  l~l!i  October, 175.3,subsequently  {Hcc pat^e.^  V^.'-da.Vi^i.imrticularly  12yal30, 
II.  Am.  Gen.)  British  Consal  Geijeral  :u  tiie  United  Statc-3.  Thoy  had  !.ssuo  6 
tons  (*)  and  4  daughters  (t). 

.     1*1  Anthony,  H.  B.  M.  Cousu!  N.  Y. 

2  »  2  George.  .      , 

3  t  1  Eliza,  m'd  Schuyler  Livingston. 

4*3  Henry  m'd  Catiiep.ink  Watts  uny  vtot/irr'.f  cousin  i;tnniin.) 

5^4  Delanccy,  ColoncL  of  U.  B.M.  Grenadier  Guards. 

6  t  2  Maria. 

7  t  3  Susan  m'd  Peter  G.  Stuyvesant,  of  New  York.  > 
S  *  5  Beverley. 

Si  t  ^  Ann  m'd   VVm.  B.  Parsons. 
10  *  6   Thmnas,  Post  Captain  iu  fl.  B.  U.  Navy. 

.  10  "I"  5  JANE,  (.MY  GiiAXDMOTHER,)  born  5fh  Septcnjber.  175t). 
<iied  2d  March,  1809.  and  was  buried  in  my  grandlather's  fami- 
ly vault,  in  the  S.W.  corner  Trinity  church  vard.  She  married 
Hon.  JOHiN  WATTS.  Junior.  (3d  son  of  Hoy.  JOHN  WATTS, 
^v.y\oR,)  the  first  Presidpnt  of  the  New  York  City  Hospital, 
1770a]  7Si  ;  Recorder  at  the  age  of  iJ5  years  of  the  city  of 
New  York  under  the  RoN'al  Government,  from  1774  to  1777, 
until  interrupted  in  his  functions  by  the  'Revolutionary  War  : 
'^pcaher  of  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  5th  Janu- 


paired  at  tiia  comineaceuieut.  ot"   and  aiior    the  war)  and  rL-£:(ied  at   Hallfa.x,  where 
m  1794,  he  wasmad^  a  ineauer  of  the  Pr.jVuiciil  CouiiC;!.     lift  died  there  imlSUO. 

(H.  A.'  G.) 
',K.  3d.)     De  Lancev,  JAiiiis.     Of  New  York,     ile  was  an  officer  in  Oliver  de 
Lancey'e  Second  Batlaliou.     James  De  Lancey,  ilsquire.  Collector  of  his  Majesty's 
•^"ustonis,  ditid  ci  Croo.-ied  L'^i.^iid,  Nuw   rr^jv, -,;.,. .cj,  iU  180^,  a:iQ  wa.s  perhaps  a  son 
'J!  Ja.mes,  de>=or;;jed  ia  Note  ^K.  Id.;  tlic  aaiiij.     ^>.  A.  L.j 
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ary,  1*/ 9!  a  7th  January.  1T94  ;  First  Judge  of  Westchester 
county,  S.  N.  Y.,  in  1S06  ;  one  of  the  Founders,  and  afterward 
the  President,  oi  the  .\e\v  York  City  Dispensary,  and  Founder 
and  Endowcr  of  the  Lkakk  and  Watth  Orphan  House.  He 
lived  I'oi-  a  long-  period  uf-  his  beautiful  countiy  seat,  "Woon- 
LANns,"  ou  the  .shore  of  the  Sound  (East  River,-'  near  New  Ro- 
chelle.  I 

(See  Waj  irf  Gi:nai,oc;ical  Rkfkrence,  •[  Hon.  JoHiN  WATTti,  Jun-      , 
lOR,  on  subsequent  pages.)  [ 

11  »  6  Warren,  (1st)  drowned  iu  his   father's  niillpond,  some  years  before  his 
fathers  dacease.     ♦ 

12  »  7  Warrem,  (^d.)  [LJ  rn'd,  1st,  Mary  Lawrence,  2d,  Sarah  Taylor,  3d,  Re- 
becca Lawrence, — no  issue. 


O  L  I  \'  E  R  .         -      , 

(TfURD  SON  OF  ETIENNi:.) 

(Brigadier  General  in  the  British  Army.) 

[Sec  ^  7th,  page  t5,  and  (7"^  6)  page  53,  supra,  and  Notes  M 
IsL,  2d,  &3d  following,]  m'd  in  1742,  Phila,  daughter  of  JAcoii 

(L)  Warren,  at  tlie  battle  of  White  Plains,  being  a  mere  lad  of  some  15  years, 
was,  on  accouat  of  gallantry,  made  a  Coruet  of  tlie  17th  British  Light  Dragoons, 
hut  leii  the  army  early  and  resided  till  his  death,  four  or  five  years  ago  in  this  couiiiy. 

{'Si,  1st)  Ouvtiii  vi:L.\scc.Y,  euteriug  the  -army, soon  rose  to  tlie  rank  of  Brigadier 
C«eu*^ral.  Like  his  brother  Jamks,  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  tiie  politifa!  affairs, 
of  tlie  colony.  For  many  years  he  was  a  member  of  ihe  Assembly,  and  a  Council- 
lor, lu  the  Freuch  v.-ar,  lT5(j,  he  wis  a  Colonel,  and  commanded  the  New  York 
iroopi  ill  General  Abercromhie  s  campaign,  his  cjallautry  and  services  in  this 
war  obtainin;::  for  him  the  thanks  of  tiif  Legislature  ol"  liis  Slate.  He  coiiiniaiided 
I'nts  Provincial  force:;  most  of  his  life.  He  or'janized  and  equipped, at  the  commeuce- 
!!>ent  of  the  Ryvolutioa,  chieilv  at  iiis  own  expense,  the  ceiebrated  corps  styled  ''De 
Laucey's  Battaiions."  He  had  a  tine  mansion  at  Bloo.min^dale,  a  few  miles  Ironi 
New  York,  which  was  burnt  during  the  Revolution,  i;i  consei^uence  of  his  adherence 
to  the  British  cause.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  ffoiiig  to  Ent;land,  lie  m?.Hp  i'ever- 
Iv  his  residence,  v.iiare  he  died  ui  17S5,  acjed  63  years,  andwas  buried  in  .'no  choir 
of.  the  Cathedral  of  that  place.     (H.  A.  G.)    ■' 

(M,  2d)  Dk  Lancey,  Olivku,  (my  Great  frrandfathrr\'i  Eruther-in-inw—vvj 
^icat-^reat  L'nrle,)  of  X^w  York.  His  father,  who  was  a  French  refuj^ee, 
was  a  gentleman  ol  wealth,  and  of  the  firat.  rank.  His  career  for  ?ome  years  may 
he  co:i-K!ert(!  iii  cnnne.xi-nn  with  that  of  his  brotlier  .Iamks,  ('"a  ])er!ect  character,"') 
!ii:y  ^rcit-'^real-LiM^le.;  who  was  Chief  Justice  and  Lieuteiifinl  Governor  of  that 
Coiooy.  Jamf^j  wis  a  man  of  talents,  of  learning,  of  great  vivacity,  and  of  popular 
maun«ri> :  l>m  ir  '_somo  of'  the  vrriters  of  the  time,  (his  bitter  but  nusnccef^ful  politi- 
i.v.l  .^iH!w;f.-.'<.}  ?:?  lo  be  fol'ov.'cd,   lie  was  aho   an   unpriiicipl'jd  denv/.jogue,   who  op- 
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Franks,  of  Philadelphia.      They    had  issue   2  sons    (*)  and   4 
dftughters  (t)  ^  '  '  V 

1  t   1   Ann,  m'd  John  Harris  Crvi^er^    Lieutniant  Colonel,  of 
DeLancey's  1st  Battalion,  the  ii:allant  defender  of  Fort  Nintti/- 

Sixin  South  Carolina.     This    "enert^-etic  oliicer  possessed  the 

* 

mosKcd  the  governors  wliom  lie  could  not  rule,  and  who,  for  unworthy  parpows  of  his 
uvvn,  kept  tlie  public  miud  m  continual  agitation.  lie  was  ut  tlin  head  ol"  artVirs  and 
»dministered  the  govermient  alter  the  removal  of  Clinton  and  the  death  of  Osborn, 
Bud  a  second  time,  as  the  successor  oi  Hardy.  He  died  in  1760.  His  daughter 
laarried  the  celebrated  SirWilliamDraper.  (A\  ERROi!,his  (SirW.D.)wite  wan  Susa.n, 
daughter  of  Oliver  DkLancf.v,  .Sr.vjor.  See  Note  N.Paee  *J7;.  The  party  op- 
posed to  his  advancement,  in  denouncia^j  iils  ambitions  projects,  did  not  t-parc  Ulivkr, 
the  subject  of  this  notice.  On  somt'  occasions,  Oliver  seeni'^  to  have  promoted  his 
brothers  designs,  at  the  expense  of  propriety  and  ilecoruui.  Biu  yet  Oliver  Dt 
LuNCEY,  at  the  period  of  the  Froncli  war,  occujned  a  commanding  position,  and 
utrhnps  he  did  not  orerrote  his  persona!  injluence  vUen  lie  naid,  that  if  in  the  ex- 
ptdition  against  Crovjn  Fotnt,  he.  ''should  accept  the  comrnand  of  the  Afw  Yurh 
regiment,  he  could  in  10  dai^n  rat.ie  the  whoi""  qvtitu  of  troops  allotted  to  that  Col- 
ony. This  standing  he  maintained  after  hi.s  brother's  dealii,  and  until  the  Revolu- 
tion. At  the  commencement  of  the  controversy  lie  may  not  have  been  a  zealous 
adherent  of  the  crown.  Some  of  the  Wiiigs  insisted,  indeed,  that  he  heartily  appro- 
ved of  tlie  course  of  the  ministry,  and  a  letter  appeared  in  a  newspaper  in  England, 
iu  ITTf),  which,  il  genuine,  authorized  the.  opinion.  But  liiis  letter  he  publicly 
averred  to  be  an  inlanioua  and  a  malicious  forcfory.  Nor  did  he  stop  there,  for  he 
submitted,  as  he  declared  upon  his  honor,  the  whole  of  his  correspondence  with  his 
friends  in  England  from  the  earliest  moment  of  the  dispute,  to  Mr.  Jav,  who,  jind- 
iug  nothing  objectionable,  so  stated  in  a  card  which  was  published.  Uat  whatever 
was  his  course  before  the  question  of  separation  from  the  mother  country  was  dis- 
cus.sed,  he  opposed  the  dismemberment  of  the  empire,  and  put  iiis  life  and  property 
at  stake  to  prevent^t.  In  ITTG  he  was  appointed  a  Brigadier  General  in  the  Royal 
.Service.  Skinner,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Brown,  a  former  Governor  of  the  Bahamas: 
Arnold,  the  apostate  ;  and  Cunningham,  of  South  Carolina,  were  of  the  same  grade, 
but  their  commissions  were  of  later  dates. 

General  De  LANCsri-  was,  therefore,  the  senior  Loyalist  oflicer  in  commission  du- 
ring t  :6  contest.  His  command  consisted  of  three  battalions,  known  as  De  LAiNCiiv's 
Battalions.  In  his  orders  for  enii.stments,  he  promised  to  any  well  recommended 
characters,  who  should  engage  a  company  of  TO  men,  the  disposal  of  the  commis- 
eious  of  captain,  lieutenant,  and  ensign.  Tlie  common  boldiers,  he  said,  would  be 
"  in  British  pay."  Yet  his  success  in  filling  up  his  b^attalious  was  not  tiatlering.  Ot 
the  1,500  men  required,  only  597  v^^ere  embodied  in  the  spring  of  1777,  and  but  707 
a  year  later.  (?)  j     * 

Previous  to  the  Revolution,  General  De  Lancey  was  a  member  of -the  Council, 
and  was  considered  to  be  in  office  in  1782,  though  a  constitution  was  formed  in  New  * 
York  iu  1777,  and  a  government  organized  under  il.  By  this  governmeut  he  was 
attainted  of  treason,  and  his  large  property  confiscated.  He  went  to  England  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  and  was  a  member  of  Parliament,  but  did  not  long  survive. 
He  died  in  1785  aged  68.  I  suppose'that  Van  Shaack  alludes  to  his  decease  iu  the 
following  passage  :  "  Our  old  friend  has  at  last  takeu  his  departure  from  Beverly, 
which  he  said  should  hold  his  bones  ;  he  went  off  without  pain  or  struggle,  his  body 
v^rasted  to  a  skeleton,  hia  miud  the  same  The  family  most  of  them  collected  iu 
towDi  [London].  There  will  scarcely  be  a  village  in  England  without  some  Ameri- 
can dust  in  it,  I  believe,  by  the  time  we  are  all  at  rest."  (S.  A.  L.)  {Almost  all  an 
trror.      See  Refutation,  Page  35-6-7,  supra,  by  J.  Fennimore  Cooper.) 

He  died  in  command  on  Long  Island,  about  the  middle  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  in  Trinity  Church,  N.  Y.  (James  Fennimore 
Cooper,  See  l^i  2d,  paga  37,  supra.) 

(M  3d.)  De  Lancey,  Oliver,  Brigadier  General,  {see  Lissirtvf»^ Pictorial  Field 
Book  of  the  Revolution,  Note  1,  Page  830,V'^o/.//.)— One'of  the  earliest,  most  influ- 
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entire  confidence  of  his  superiors  in  the  Royal  Army."  {See 
I^ssing's  Pictorial  Field  Book  of  the  Revobifion,  Vol.  II,  pages 
689a94.)  He  wasaiso  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Colony. 
(N.Y.)  and  considered  to  be  in  oifiee  in  1 7S2.  His  property  was 
coniiscated.     (S.  A.  L..  p:i2:e  234.) 

2  t  2  Sl'sanna,  {Susan,)  xtid  Lieutenant  General  Sir  William 
Draper,  Knia'ht  of  the  Baih.  (X) 

.3  *  1  Stevuf.s,  Liei/tenant  Colonel  of  the  1st  Battalion  of 
New  Jersey  (Loyalist)  Volunteers,  during  the  Revolation.  Ht- 
retired  to  England  aftei-  the  war,  :iad  was  made  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Baharnas,  and  afterwards,  in  1797.  GoveVnor  of  Toboso 
and  its  dependpncies.  ^.i'd  Cornelia,  (died  at  Colchester. 
Essex,  England,  in  IS  17,)  sister  of  Colonel  Thomas  Barclay,  (0) 


ential,aud  efficient  of  thn  I,c>yali9t  leaders,  was  Omvrr  dftLancev,  who,  will)  his 
Bon  Olivku,  ('.  4'l,i).G3)  and  nephew  Jamk.s  pprlbrmpd  aotivp  servicfl  \ut  the  Kiiir; 
ia  lower  West  Chester,  llo  was  a  brother  of  Chiei"  Justice  (aUo  Lieutenant  Gov- 
.eruor)  deLancev.  and  was  a  Tiiiin  of  largje  property  and  ^reat  influence.  He  was  a 
Member  01  the  lv;!K;".i  Council  liefore  the  ]:evolution,  and  at  the  bejrinnin'j^  of  iio;^- 
tditjud  leaned  rather  lr>  the  popular  side.  Deprenatinrr  a  separation  Ironi  Britain,  he 
©spoused  the  royal  cause  after  the  Declaration  of  fndepeiKJence  went  fcrtti.  He 
was  coiniui>.sioned  a  iiriganier  and  authorized  to  raise  three  Battalions  of  Loyalists. 
Thi.?  he  finally  erfected.  IJi-:  .'^on  Oj.ivra  -.as  commissioned  a  Captain  of  horse  in 
177G,  was  present  at  the  capture  of  General  Woodhn!)  :  became  M«jor  of  the  17th 
Regiment  of  Dra-^oons ;  ana  aKer  M=>.jor  A\dpJ'.''s  dsath  was  appoinied  AdjiUant 
General,  with  the  co'.iiiiiis.vion  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  At.  the  c!o>e  of  the  war, 
General  dkLanckv,  (Junior,)  went  to  Enorlnnd,  and  was  elected  a'Member  of  Parlia- 
ineut,  *  *  *  rose  gradually  to  the  rank  of  Major  General,  (and  tlicn  Lieutenant 
General.)  )  At  the  time  of  |-,.s  (\iz\h  he  was  ainm.^t  -a  the  head  of  tl-.e  British  army 
list.  JauieB  {sec  note  Y,  7ia:?-e.s-.';Baiil,)  a  nephew  of  General  deLifticey, commanded  a 
battalion  of  horse  in  his  uncle's  brigade.  Ki'cause  of  his  activity  in  supplying  the 
Briti-sh  army  with  cattle,  from  the  farms  of  West  Chester,  his  troopera  were  called 
"Cow-boys."  Sir  William  Draper,  "the  conqueror  of  Mauilia,"  married  General 
Oliver  deLancsy,  (Junior's),  dan^hter.  The  Confiscation  Act  of  the  New  York  L':'- 
glslature  swept  awav  tiie  lari^'est  portion  of  the  deLancev  estate  in  Amerir^a.  {Ex- 
amine pcio-es  8;-i)-'.3U-'.'il,  iiiid ,  for  movpinrnl^.  ^-r.,  of  thr  dcLanccys.  Al?o  S'nn- 
cue'e  ytiiitary  Journal  of  C<i;i:iiai'sits  in  the  Auirriran  RevuhUion  [s^.?tI  J.],  ptioes 
86,  256,  i^-c.) 

(N)  Dr.\pfr,  Sir  Wii.LiA-ir — a  military  officer,  v/oU  known,  a'lso,  a.s  a  controver- 
sial v/riter,  was  born  at  Bristol  in  17.J1.  Ho  received  his  education  at  Eton  and 
Kinr'a  Colieofe,  Cambridge.  Having  entered  the  army,  ho  distinguished  hiins«lf  In 
the  East  Indie.s,  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  a  Colonel  in  17C0,, (acted  as  Erijadier  at 
the  Capture  of  Belieisle  in  17GD  and  in  ITfio,  he  commanded  the  troops  at  the  cap- 
ture of  Manilla,  for  v.-iiicli  he  received  Mi«  hoaor  of  Kui;ihthood.  Ia  1770  he  wan 
appointed  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Minorca.  *  *  *  He  owes  his  literary  celeb- 
rity to  the  circamstance  of  his  liavai;^  undertaken  the  defeuce  of  Iiis  friend,  the 
Mjirquisof  Granby,  agnin.et  the  attacks  of  Junius,  fie  died  iu  1787.  {Compiled 
from  Matinder's  Blo'rrapliir.ai  Trcasurij  {M-B.'I'.)  and  DacenporVs  Dictionary  of 
Biographtj  (,D.D.B)  ice)  ,  • 

(O.)  E.\RCL.vv,  TuoM.\s,  Colo7tel  {son  of  Ren.  Henry  B.vrcl.^y,  D.  D.,  Rectqrof 
Trinity  Church,  N.  Y.,  {si:r.  6'.  .1.  L  ,  /td^e  144,  and  H.A.G.,  pages  1:J9  and  1J2  '3 J 
was  born  in  that  city,  Octabt- r  li^tli,  17iio.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Columbia  Colleae, 
and  a  student  of  law  of  John  i.w.  At  tiia  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  ho 
entered  the  Briti.sh  Army  under  .Sir  Williasi  Howt,  as  (^'aptain  iu  the  Lonul  Ainer- 
icon  Regiment,  and  was  proinoted  to  a  -Major  by  Sir  Uenrv  Clinton,  in  1777.     Hs 
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British  Consul  General  y  at  New  York,  and  had  issue  1 
son  (1)  and  4  daughters,  (f) 

1  •  1  Colonel  Sir  William  IIowk  dkLa.ncev,  K.  C.  B.,  Deputy  Quarter-Mas- 
ter General  of  the  Britisli  Army.  Ho  beloni^'sd  to  tiie  Duke  of  Wkllinoton's  Per- 
manent Stafi",  and  was  killed,  iStli  June,  iSlJ,  at,  llie  battle  of  Waterloo.  Being 
..truck  by  a  Bpeiit  ball,  he  was  thrown  from  hia  horse,  and  died  a  few  vveek.s  after. — 
ilxuiuine  NirJiuL!!';it'i  Hixtor,;  nf  Ih'?  \'>'ara  orrasioiied  hij  the  French  Rivolutnin, 
Chapter  LXVIIl  :  Sihorne's  Waterloo  Campaigns,^  iSj-c.)  He  m'd  MagdaUm: 
Hill  (Hail?)  daughter  of  Sir  James  Hull,  Bironet,  and  died  witdout  issue. 

2  t  1  SusA.s,  m'd,  1st,  Colonel  \Villl\.m  Johnson,  Iiispcctirtg  Field  Officer  of 
llie  Militia  of  Canada,    and  LieiUennnt  Colonel  of  H.  B.  ^L  2Sfh   lleg't  of  Fool, 

(lied  at  Montreal, i-ower  Canada, in  IvVi,  aged  37  years,)  sou  of  Sir  John  Johnson, 
Majnr  General  in  the  I\Iiliti;i  of  New  York,  and  General  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs,  prior  to  the  Kevoiulionary  War  ;  2d,  Lieuienant  General  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe,  Kriighl.  Commander  of  the  Bath,  the  faithi-ul  and  disgraceflllv  sacrific- 
>:u  Governor  of  St.  Helena  durin;^  the  usuupica  BONAPARTE'S  captivity   there. 

3  t  2  Fiiir.A,  died  nnniarried. 

4  t  3  Anne,  m'd  William  Liupsnn,  a  planter  in  the  colony  of  Berblce,  British 
(•uiana.  ^^-~-~ 

5  t  4  CHARi.f'^^^^VtVd  Coionel  Child,  of  the  British  Army. 

4  *  1  fk.: '  ■  n.A^ri!$lC}  Captain  of  Dragoons  in  the  regular 
Bfiti.sh  ser\'l;ev„.;-*r»boa  after  JIajur  ;  then  LienCenant.  Colonel ; 
while  hokling  wliich  latter  rank  appointed  to  succeed  ^Lajor 
Andre,  after  his  execution,  as  Adjutant.  General.  9th  October, 
1781  ;  sub.sequcntly  7>/«;o/- 6re«e7-aZ  ;  DepiUy-AdjiUant'General 
of  England;  in  1801,  LietUenanL  General.  In  1792  he  was  ap- 
pointed Ikirrnck-JMastrr  General  of  the  British  Empire  by  the 
Hon.  \Vm.  Pitt.  He  was  also  Colonel  of  the  17th  Light  Dra- 
goons, and  iu  1790  Meiahcr  of  Parliament  for  ^Maidstone.  He 
died  in  1820,  at  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  oldest  Generals  iu  the 
British  army,  and  with  hiin  this  branch  of  the  family  became 
*  extinct  in  the  males. 
I  *  5  f  3  PfiiL.\,  m'd  Stephen  Payne  Galway,  Esquire  ;  issue  1 
f        (laughter,   ^vifc  of  Captai/i  Goicer  o'f  the  British  Navy. 

I  oontiuued  in  active  service  until  the  peace.       His  estate  in  New  York  was  confisca- 

j  led,  and  at_lhe  close  of  t.'ie  conte.st  he  tied  witli  his  fa-.iiily   to  Nova  Scotia.     Of  Ilia 

i  House  of  Assembly  of  that  Province  he  was  for  some  liui©  Speaker  ;  and,  of  the  Mi- 

litia, Adjutant  General.  From  179Gtill  1828,  he  was  employed  in  civil  stations  uu- 
Jer  the  tJ^iti^h  crown,  of  great  truil  and  lienor.  He  was  succe.ssively  a  Commis- 
sioner under  Jay's  Treaiy,  the  Consul  General  for  the  Norllu-rn  and  Eastern  Stales, 
and  Commissary  for  the  care  and  exchan;^e  of  prisoners.  At  the  couclusiou  of  the 
'  war  of  1812,  between  the  United  Slates  and  Groat  Britain,  he  was  appointed 
Coinmi-ssiouer  under  the  fourth  and  frftii  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
which  post  he  continued  to  hold  until  within  two  years  of  his  decease. — 
III  private  life  he  wa.<?  i-stimnble.  He  was  a  s^incere  and  devout  Christian 
"t  the  communion  of  the  Churcli  of  I'lnijland.  A  prominent  trait  in  hia  character 
Was  kindness  and  charity  to  the  poc)r.  His  official  conduct  was  the  subject  of  fre- 
quent and  marked  ap])rcbaiion  of  tlie  sovereigns  whom  he  served,  and  at  the  clo.se  of 
his  services  he  was  rewarded  with  a  pension  of  £1201)  (about  .^G.UHO,)  per  unnurn. 
•  lis  hubiis  of  indu.'itry  and  apfilicalion  were  e\traord'iiary,  and  he  was  never  in  bed 
*i  sunrise  for  40  year^).  He  died  at  New  York,  in  April,  18^30,  a.-ied  77  years.  His 
•■•on,  Co/o/ie/ i>eLaN(-Ey  B\k<-la»',  an  Aid-de  Camp  to  Georfre  the  Fourth,  died  in 
-  182C  ;  he  had  repeatedly  distinguished  himself,  particularly  at  Waterloo  (Pages 
l44-'5,  S,  A.  L.) 
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6  f  4  Charlotte,    m'd   Field    Marshal  Sir  David   Dundas, 
Commander  la  Chief  of  the  British  Army  (P)  ;  no  issue. 


WATTS  GENEALOGICAL  REFERENCE— cosTrNUED. 

Being  a  Slpplement  to  the  Meaiorandkai  t'ouutl  among  the  pa- 
pers of  Mrs.  MAPwCAREr   Leakk.      {See  pages  U/6.  supra.) 

Honorable  JOHN  WATTS.  Sr.sion,  (Author  of  said  Memo-     • 
randuni  or  Genealogical  Sketch,  my   oTeat-grand-father)  died 
in  Wales.     He  married  Anx  ufiLANnii-.  and  had  issue 

1st.  Robert,  born  •33d  a U2:ust,  174.3,  (^Y*^.)*^'n^^at  Phila- 
delphia, at  the  house  of  liis  i'riend,  Mr.  ^.:  .yx:         ,!^ 

He  married  Lady  Mary,  daui^hter  of  Jjji-j^>>:.  'ka^il  Wh.mam 
Alexander,  Earl  of  Sterling,  {see  note  E,  pagc^l::''::^  supra,)  and 
had  many  children,  of  whom,  however,  5  only  lived  to  mau- 
liood,  viz.  2  sons  (*)  and  3  daughters  (j). 

His  residence  was  at  Rose  Hill,  near  Fordliam,  Westchester 
County,  New  Yorlc.  now  tlie  grounds  of  .the  Roman  Catholic 
Seminary,  (St.  John's — Jesuit.) 

1  t  1  Mary,  married,  Ist,  Dr.  Romainr,  of  Batli,  England ;  2d,  Bertram  Cru- 
ger,Esq.,  of  New  York,  fatlier  of  John  C  Cruger,  of  Red  Hook,  Dutchess  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.;  resides  in  Encrland. 

2  t  2  Anne  (or  Nancy,)  married  her  cousiu-gpriTian,  Jo/m  "Watts  Kearny. 

3  t  3  CATHFRiNr.,  married  Hennj  Barclatj,  ioix  of  his  Hritisii  Majesty's  Con^«uI 
General  at  New  York,  who  resided  at  Sauirertie.s,  Ulster  county,  S.  N.  Y.  (See 
H.A.G.,  pnges  \22a.l35,  particularli/*pa^n  1,09.) 

4*1  Robert,  married  jlla^'Wa  liidiei/;  issue  living,  1S54,  4  sons. 

1  Robert,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy,  &c.;  married  Charlotte  Deas, 
granddaughter  of  the  distinguished  Ralph  Izard,  of  South  Caroiina  :  heir  to 
his  grandfather's  (Alexander's)  title  of  the  Earl  of  Sterling;  , 

2  -IZ^rantZer,  married SedgeicicI:; 

3  Ridley,  married  ,  dauehler  of  Henry  Grinnell,  "  the  author 

and  advocate  and  patron  of  the  United  States  Expedition  in  search  of  Sir 
John  Franklin  ;" 

4  Essex,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ravaud  Kearny. 


(P)^Di;.NDAs,  Sir  William,  (Field  JIarsha!,)  a  General  iu  the  English  Army,  and 
a  MetnbeT  of  the  Privy  Council,  was  b:jrn  in  Edinburgh,  in  173G,  and  entered  the 
military  service  in  1758.  He  served  in  Germany  and  in  the  United  States  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  at  the  Ilavaunaii,  at  Toulon,  in  Corsica,  Flanders  and 
Holland.  He  bocarne  Colonel  of  the  Fir^t  Regiment  of  Dragoon  Guards,  and  had 
the  reputation  not  only  of  being  a  most  able  tactician,  but  having  contributed  much 
to  introduce  the  study  of  tactics  in  tha  British  army.  On  the  leinporaiy  resignation 
of  the  Duke  of  Yorii,  he  was  made  Commander-iu-Chief.  His  "Principles  of  Mil- 
itary Movements,"  and  "Regulations  for  Cavalry,"  are  both  acknowledged  stauU- 
»rd  works  in  the  army.  Died,  18:20.  [Compiled  from  M.B.T.  and  D.D.B  ,  &.a.] 
(Hee  S.  M  J ,  ^r.^fs  ICi..  11 1-3  G-l'i,  ?5!7,  .^''S,  ^c.) 
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5*2  JoHY",  an  eminent  physician  of  New  York,  m&rried  Anne,  youngest  daugh- 
t8t  of  John  Rutl'.erford,  of  New  Jersey. 

IId.  Anne,  born  20th  September,  1714,  died- : 

married  Captain  Archibald  Kennedy  (see  No.  3  Broadway,  and 
note  j,  pages  19,  20,  supra.)  a  distinguished  British  naval  offi- 
cer, and  11th  Earl  of  Cassilis,  who  built  and  resided  at  No. 
1,  {he  also  built  No.  3,  formerly  No.  2,  as  the  houses  were 
numbered  from  1  to  II  on  the  west  and  in  like  man- 
ner on  the  east  side  of  the  street,  not,  as  now,  alter- 
nately,) Broadway ;  two  of  the  half  dozen  houses  near  "Low- 
er,'' present  "Battery,"  which  escaped  the  great  lire  of  2 1st 
Sept.  177G,  and  comprised  the  family  residences  of  Hon.  John 
Watts,  Senior,  Hon.  Robert  R.  Livingston,  Senior,  John  Ste- 
vens, Senior,  Augustus  Van  Cortiandt,  Henry  White,  &c. — 
{Diiers  New  York  as  it  was,  hereinafter  designated  D.  A.  A.) 

IIId.  JOHN  {my  grandfatlicr)  born  27th  August,  1740  (O.S.,) 
(lied  3d  September.  1836.  (.Examine pages  1  ;  *^  3d,  5  ;  18, 19, 
20,  and  1l  (lOfS),  page  04,  supra,  and  Hon.  JOHN  WATTS. 
Junior,  on  subsequent  pages.) 

IVth.  Susanna,  born  24th   February,  1750-'l     ;  died  

married  Philip  Kearny.    Issue  7  sons  ( ■ ),  and  5  daugh- 


ters (f ). 

1  t  1  Anne,  married Van  Home. 

2*1  John.  ■.-...-■ 

L  3  t  2  Mary.  '  '/^  '"'"'  /    - 

4  *  2  Philip.  ~        '  ■'     ■     '  '     •  -UV >.;/;!>.  A 

5*3  James,  a  lawyer.  ■  i  ~    • 

6  *  4  ^Robert,  a  lawyer. 
7*5  Arciiicald,  a  Lieutenant  in  tlie  Navy,  during  the  war  of  1S1"2-'15,  living. 

8  t  3  ?tlARGARET,  married Walton. 

9  t  4  Sl'san,  married McCoy. 

10  *  6  Ravaud,  a  cle.-gyman,  for  a  long  time  Rector  of  sit.  Paul's  (Episcopal,) 
Church,  Red  Hooit,  Daiohess  Co.,  N.  Y., 

11  t  5  Eliza,  uniTiarried. 

12  *  7  6tephe.\  Watts,  (mij  uncle  by  marriage — viy  jnother's  cousin-^cnnan,) 
a  noble  fellow,  bora  at  xVewark,  Ne7i7  Jer.=9y,  30th  August,  1794  :  appointed  to  the 
0.  S.  army  from  Now  York,  1st  Lieutencuit  13th  Infa:ury,  ICJth  Tvlarch,  1S12  ;  dis- 
tinguished in  assault  ou  Queenstoii  Keijlits  13lh  October,  1612  ;  Acting  Adjutant, 
1SI2  ;  Captain,  April,  1813  ;  retained,''l5th  Msy,  ISl.j,  in  id  lufaatry  ;  Brevet 
Major  for  10  years'  faithful  service,  1st  April,  1S23  ;  Major  of  3d  Infantry,  1st  May, 
1S29  ;  Lieut.  Colonel  1st  Drag.'ons,  4l!)  March,  1533  ;  Colcael,  4ih  July,  183G  ; 
R.'igadier  General,  oOth?June,  1S4G  ;  Commanded  Ihe  Army  of  the  West  and  made 
conquest  of  the  Province  of  Xew  ^le.xico  ;  Brevet  3Iajor  General  "  for  gallant  and 
•neritorious  conduct  in  Nev.^  ."Mexico  and  Caiifornia,  to  date  from  the  battle  of  San 
Pascual,"  6th  December,  18 IG,  (Autriist,  1818.)  in  wnicli  afTdir  he  was  twice  wound- 
••d:  irommauded  the  trocps  of  tiailors  and  M^irines  ai>d  dotacl;meut.s  of  Dra^rcons  in 
•Mllle:?  of  .San  Gabriel  aisd  Plains  of  ?.Iesa,  Sth  and  9l!i  Jn.nuary.  1847  ;  Governor 
«•'  California,  from  1st  ."March,  1547,  :date  of  his  Proclatnation.)  lo  June,  1S47  ;  died 
5'.  Vera  Cruz  on  31st  October,  1848,  of  illness  contract->d  in  campaign  of  Mexico. 

Vth.  Mary,  born'27th  October,  1753  (New  Style,)  died 


'If 


married  Sir  John  Johmvn,  B"jt..   (sec  pa^es  1  lalS.  par- 
:uhtrly  ihe' last  10  lines  oi  page  15,  and  4  iirst  of  page  10, 
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supra^  They  had  issue  a  son,  William,  Colonel  in  the  British 
Army,  an  eleg:ant  jrentlpman.  married  Susav.  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  Lt.  Colonrf  Sffp/irn  (leLanceij,  of  the  British  Ar- 
my, who,  after  his  death,  e.vpoused  Sir  Huf/stn?.  Lowe,  Kniaht 
Commander  of  the  Bytli.  dv.  C.  B.,)  the  Governor  of  St.  Hele- 
na during  Bonaparte's  captivity  there — the  iaithful  servitor, 
calumniated  h}'  prejudiced  and  truthless  writers,  and  nobly 
vindicated  in  William  Forsyth's  *'  History  of  the  Captivity  of 
Napoleon  at  St.  Helena.  New  York :  Harpers  Brothers, 
1853."  • 

A  2d  son,  Warren,  a  very  handsome  man,  was  an  officer  in 
the  British  navy,  and  died  of  the  yellow  fever  on  the  West  In- 
dia Station, 

A  daughter,  _l/zne,married  Captain  McDonald,  of  the  British 
Army, 

A  3d  son,  Adam,  succeeded  to  the  title  and  estates  of  his  fa- 
ther. 

A  4th  son.  ,Tohn.  whose  son.  J\  iUi<un,  is  the  present  possessor 
of  the  title  and  estates. 

A  5th  son,  James,  in  the  British  Army,  killed  in  a  brilliant 
afl'air,  before  Sahimanca.  Spain,  at  the  s;ime  time  with  Major 
General  Bowes,  who  was  the  husband  of 

(See  Noter  pa^e  IG,  and  Note  *  page  17,  supra,) 

A  daughter.  Catherine  Maria,  remarkably  handsome. 
A  6th  son,  Robert,  drowned  in  crossingthe  river  Sorellc   So- 
rel,  Lower  Canada,  B.  N.  A.)  or  St.  Lawrence,  on  horseback. 
A  daughter,  J)i<'/riay77?e. 
A  lih  son,  Archibald. 

Vlxn.  STEPHEN,  Major  in  Johnson^s  Royal  Greens  or 
New  Yorkers,  and  lost  a  leg  in  the  Battle  of  Oriskany,  born  24th 
December,   1754;    died  See  note  2,])age  2,supra.l 

He  went  to  England,  married  the  beautiful  Miss  Nugent, 
remarkable  for  her  charming  manners  and  warm  hospitality. 
of  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  and  had  issue  5  sons  (*)  and  5  dausrh- 
ters  (t).  -        •  ' 

1  t  1  Amie,  married  Major  Johnston,  of  the  British  Army,  cousin  of  Lord  Pal- 
merston,  lat©  Premier  of  England  ; 

2*1  John,  Captain  in  tiie  British  Army,  who  was  present  at  the  battle  ol"  Bia- 
densburgh,  capture  of  Washington,  and  batt!e  of  New  Orleans.  He  was  Sab-fjov- 
ernor  of  Walmer  Castle,  under  th«  "Iron  Duke"  of  Wellington,  Wardeji  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  England.  (Q;  - 

(Q)  Rev.L — \V who, while  uu  a  |)!uatn;e  voya^re  to  En^land.acted  <jrat'jil«usly 

as  Agent  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Sunday  .School  Union  in  vl  uegocia'.ion  witlithe 
English  Society  for  the  Dilfusin;;  of  Christian  Knowled^^e  and  Education  for  ilie  i'oor, 
informed  me — wl/ile  on  a  visit  at  my  house  :2d-4th  September  1854 — that  he  o-caiuo 
acquainted  with  and  saw  much  ot  my  Cousin  Captain  Joii.vWATTsJate  of  the  British 
Army, Gorprnor  of  Wa'rnrr  C«.';/'c,' the  country  snd  favorite  residence  of  the  D'j'ie  of 
'Vpu.iNVjToN.who.'-'^  '.visiter  ia;;n'^  "H;  in  London,  w?.s.\r)='ev  Hoi;sf>.    i^iein"'  'he  (.'nn>- 
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3*2  Gordon,  in  the  Royal  Government  Office,  Quebec,  Upper  Caaada. 
•  4  •  3  Ross,  Post  Captain  in  the  British  Navy,  married  the  lovely  Miss  Philpotts, 
dtogfiter  of  the  Rl.  Reverend  [Henry.']  Ph'dpoiU,- Bishop  of   {Exeter''.)  England.     . 

5°t  2  Marianne,  married  Tvlonsieur  Belm,  Principal  of  a  noted  Grammar 
School,  at  Gaiiford,  England. 

6  t  3  3iaria,  married  1)1:.  Laf-jr^e.  ' 

7  t  4  Jane,  married  Mr.  Adam.  '"i')J 
3  15  Susan,  married  Mr.  Adari,  her  brot!ier-in-!aw.  ,. 
9*4  Nugent,  in  the  Royal  Government  Otitca,  Quebec,  Ex-Member  of  the  Pro- 

riocial  Parliament  at  Toronto,  f'pper  Canada,  married  Miss  Shepherd. 

[10.*  5  CAarZes,  married .;  himseJt  and  wife  recently  dcceaaed.  ,  ;  ,/ 

VIIth.  MARGARET,  married  3/ffjor  Robert  William  Leake, 
of  the  Briti.sh  Army.     {See  T  l.jjage  1,  and  Om^isios.page  20, 
supra.)     Majoj'  Le.ake  was  of  New  York,  and  his  property  waS;^ 
confiscated.     (S.A.L.,pa£-e  416.)  •' "' 

.;;  [to    be   CONTINUED.]  ,  ;  -Jj 

J:i  i  .     :':^-   z'.  J  ■  ;  .     .  '■:  .-A 

■j'j  -■■■■  ,  ;  ,      .i  <{l       -i,^U       :■  -  ..     ■  :-A-3t 

l-  ......  '■  .■     .;£*l;4.:<   ^;.-;,  .         -  .  ;    irc'C- 

■-■'i  /'Wt^Sq  .<S»:l  JtI''frbW.lS*i«-sii«'i'i ':.'-•  •.     .    -■^Otv 

mandant  of  one  of  the  Cin'niePorts  of  which  (the  Five)  the  Iron  Duke  was  Warden 
he  enjoyed  a  social  intercourse  with  his  gr^at  chief  wri.ch  has  stored  his  memory 
with  a  mass  of  interesti.ng  anecdotes,  portraying,  ;n  slrikin'^  colors,  Napoleon'a  great- 
est adversary.  Wellington  having-  died  at  Walmer  Castie  Captain  Watts  had  the 
charge  of  his  body  after  his  decease  and  accompanied  it  to  its  final  resting  place  la 
St.  Pauls  Cathedral 

••  •'••■-•••-      ■-•>        "He  died  on  Walmer's  lonely  shore.  ■*' • 

'-          _    "  ,■    '^'    But  here.  13  streaming  Loniioa's  centra!  nar,  ,^ 

'"'."       '        '    "      Let  the  jonnd  oi'thnse  he  wrought  for,  ^*- 

'■■   '                 "           And  the  feet  of  those  he 'sn^ht  for.  ,';  » 
Echo  round  his  bones  i'or  evermore." 

Mr.  W.  dined  with  my  cousin  at  the  Junior  United  Service  Club  London  and  was 
highly  delighted  both  with  the  entertainment  and  eatertasaer. 

The  folio.ving  communication,  of  wiiich  the  original  is  ia  my  possession,  is  saffi- 
cient  evidence  of  the  friendly  feeling  which  existed  between  Captain  Watts  and  his 
General.  At  tho  same  time  it  is  valuable  as  an  additional  proof  of  tho-t  non-commit- 
tal policy,  even  in  the  smallest  thing^:,  which  characterised  the  Iron  Duke  when  not 
'onder  helm.'  His  studious  avoidance  of  a  direct  answer  to  a  simple  question  is  worthy 
of  any  of  our  rascally  political  hacks  and  contrary  t»  his  own  decided  course  when  in 
oniform.  .'.' 

Stratfield  S.iye,  April,  27tb,  35. 
-My  dear  Sir. 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  the  adrant- 
ago  would  be  to  you  of  the  Office  of  Aduiant'cf  the  East  M.ddlesex  Militia;  nor 
whether  it  would  be  permanent,  I  advert  to  the  last  point  because  I  know  that 
some  in  Pari't  (Parliament ^are  disposed  to  disccntiaue  the  Militia  Staff.  Neither  caul 
'ell  you  whether  you  could  hold  your  Office  of  Capt.  ;;Caj3.'.ii/i  Vice  Governor  1)  of  ' 
^Valmer  Castle  if  not  resident  within  the  Cinque  Portes. 

You  must  judje  tor  yourself  upon  ail  these  matters.  All  that  I  cau  say  is,  that 
there  is  nothing  that  1  can  wish  so  mu^h,  as  that  you  should  be  as  comlortable  as 
you  can  be  made.     Believe  me  here  yours  most  faithfully, 

WELLINGTON. 

Capt.  Watts,  Jnnior  United  Service  Club,  London.  ' ; ,' ;i 


B  E  E  K  M  A  N       FAMILY. 

{Ste  Holgate's  American  Genetlogy,  page*  66aS6,  particularly  78|  and  pages  11, ; 
■....;  •  12  supra.)  ,;,    i,.  i  ^ 

WiLUAM  Beeckman  was  bora  at  Hasselt,*  ia  16Q3,  and  came  to  this  city  in 
1647,  at  the  oommencenient  of  Goyernor  Stuyvestant's  administration,  being  then 
in  the  employment  of  tne  .Dutch  West  India;  Company.  He  married  Catherine, 
adaaghter'of  Frederick  Hendricks  do  Boogh,  Captain  of  a  Hudson  River  trading 
Tesgel,  and  a  lady  of  ^reat  personal  attractions.  In  1652  he  purchased  of  Jacob 
Van  Corlasr,  his  plantation  at  Corlaer's  Hook,  where  he  resided  for  some  time.  At 
an  early  age  he  iiiied  the  office  of  Schepen  of  this  city,  and  other  municipal  offices 
of  distiaclion.  In  165S,  Mr.  Beeckman  was  appointeh  Vice-Director  of  the  Dutch 
colony  at  the  mcuth  of  the  Delaware  river,  where  he  resided  till  the  year  1663, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  settlement  at  Esopus  iu  this  State,  of  which  dis- 
trict he  was  appointed  Sheriti'.  After  officiating  there  for  several  years,  he  removed 
to  this  city.  In  1670,  he  purchased  the  farm  formerly  owned  by  Thomas;  Hal!,  and 
then  oc-tjuied  by  his  widow,  ia  the  vicinity  of  the  present  Beekman-street,  and 
frontinr:  ca  the  road  along  the  East  River  shore,  (now  Pearl-street.)  This  property 
then  lay  between  the  farm  formerly  belonging  to  Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven  on  the 
south,  and  Bestevaar's  swamp  on  the  north.  It  covered  several  of  the  present  blocks 
in  that  vicinity.  Mr.  Beeckman  here  continued  the  brewing  business,  which  had 
formerly  been  established  by  Mr.  Hall.  He  resided  at  that  place,  in  high  repute 
among  the  citizens  of  his  day,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1707,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  So  years.  His  descendants  at  the  present  day  are  numerous.  (Page 
133,  V.  H.  N.  Y )  -       - 

The  eldest  son  of  this  William  Beekman  was  Henry  Beek- 
MAN,  who  settled  at  Kingston,  Ulster  County,  and  died  there  in 
1716.  He,  the  Great  Patentee,  my  grandmother  dePeyster's 
great-great-grandfather,  was  Deacon  and  Elder  in  the  Protes- 
tant Reformed  Church  at  Kingston,  Colonel  of  the  Militia, 
Judge  of  the  County  of  Ulster,  and  a  prominent  Member  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature.  A  great  many  interesting,  startling 
and  amusing  stories  are  told  of  this  able  gentleman  :  among 
others  the  two  following  : 

1.  While  resident  at  Kingston,  he  started  to  survey,  or  more 
properly  speaking,  explore^  his  acquisitions  in  Dutchess  coun- 
'  ty,  and,  crossing  the  river,  engaged  an  Indian  guide  and  plunged 
into  the  wilderness.     It  was  a  spell  of  sultry  weather  in  sum- 
mer, such  as  brings  with  it  exhaustion  and  death  in  the  form  of  ' 
the  terrific  sunstroke  and  developes  cholera  and  cognate  mala-   '. 
dies.  After  several  days'  journey,  he  suddenly  missed  his  guide 
while  Jost  in  the  gloom  of  the  forest,  and  found  himself  alone 
amid  the  solitudes  of  the  Mamacotton  Mountains,  even  to  this 
day  int^sted  by  wild  beasts  and  peopled  by  the  Dutch  settlers 
with  fell  spirits  akin  to  the  elfin  races  which  sovereignize  the 
wild  chains,  darkling  glens  and  rushing  torrents  of  the  German 
Land.     Guided  by  the  moss  on  the  trees,  the  intrepid  Patentee 
groped  his  way  toward  Poghkeepsing,or  rather  in  the  direction  ' 
-  --  -  'I 

*  There  are  iwi  pla.tes  of  this  name  ia  the  NetherlanJs;  the  first  a  foriiiied  toun  of  Holland,    / 
in  Overyssel,  seated  on  theVecht,  0  miles  N.  of  Zwolle;  the  «econd  i  town  of  GOOO  fT.f.iiO— 1S44J 
InhabitaaU  g.tuated  ia   the    Province  of -Liege— Linboarg  Beige— T5  miles  W.  .N.  VV.  cf  Maas- 
tricht. -  •  L  .■-..,.  V 
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h^  hoped  to  find  that  village,  or  some  rude  outlyirfg  settlement. 
Toward  night  he  found  himself  surrounded  by  a  party  of  the 
Ytry  tribe  from  whom  he  had  selected  his  guide,  and  the  setting 
sun' had  scarcely  sunk  behind  the  Cattskills  when,  bound  with 
withes,  he  lay  in  a  cabin,  apart,  a  prisoner,  condemned  to  die 
with  the  morrow's  dawn  on  the  charge  of  having  murdered  his 
jruide.  Aboriginal  courts  knew  little  of  the  tedious  forms 
which  often  enables  crime  to  baffle  justice  without  throwing 
iheir  aegis  over  unaided  innocence  ;  and  having  taken  him 
while  in  a  savage  mood,  his  captors  allowed  their  fury  to  drown 
not  only  their  fears  of  pale  face  vengeance,  but  the  appeals 
for  delay  from  one  they  at  once  respected,  and  in  calmer  moods 
affectioned.  But  the  manly  bearing  of  the  Dutch  Patroon,  his 
I  handsome  form,  his  intelligent  features,  had  impressed  them- 
I  selves  on  one  of  that  sex  who  in  no  era  and  in  no  clime  have 
I  forgotten  their  mission  to  soothe  and  save.  An  Indian  girl,  an 
I  unknown  Pocahontas,  stole  into  his  lodge  at  midnight,  cut  his 
.  I  bonds,  pointed  out  the  path  of  safety,  and  bid  him  return  to 
I  gladden  his  friends.  He  escaped  and  lived  to  see  the  Indian 
i  hunting  grounds  subdued  by  the  plough,  and  teeming  with  the 
I  riches  of  civilized  possession  and  culture.  '^  The  strangest  part 
I  of  the  story  is,  the  next  day  the  guide  found  his  way  into  the 
I        camp  of  the  infuriated  savages,  no  doubt  about  to  sacrifice  the 

i          *  My  father  still  owns  several  fine  farms  derived  through  his  mother  from  that  same 
\          Col.  Beekman  ;  and  before  the  iufamous  intermeddling  of  poliliciaas  and  fanatics  had 
fanned  the  spark  of  aati-rentism  into  eubversioa  of  right,  law,  and  elate  honor,  Iha 
lie  which  united  my  grandfather  and  his  tenants  was  one  of   the  highest  considera- 
tion {and 'good    will.        Among   others    was   the  E h,    hereinafter  ailuded  to, 

*hoee  children's  lives  he  had  inserted  in  the  old  man's  lease  for  mere  nominal  sums, 
in  cne  case,  if  I  remember  right,  for  a  pair  of  mlttons,  a  gift  worth  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars, Eoraetimes  thousands,  at  the  present  day.  One  of  the  conditions  of  this  lease 
wts  several  days'  riding — seldom  exacted,  but  still  due,  and  cheerfally  made  good 
when  desired.  At  the  time  I  speak  o(,  my  grandmother's  graudiathe:,  Robert  Gil- 
«ERT  Livingston,  occupied  the  venerable  homestead,  now  the  residence  of  ray 
wife's  father,  John  Swift  Livingston,  at  Upper  Reade  (R'^^d)  Hook  Lauding.  One 
day,  on  his  way  from  Dover  and  his  properly  on  Ten  Mile    River,    he   slopped    at 

E -h'a  and  requested  him  to  harness  up  and  speed  him  on.  "  I  had  a  fine  pair  of 

hoTses,"  said  the  narrator,  E — h, who  shall  tell  ihe  rest  of  the  story  himself,  "and  felt 
proud  of  showing  their  speed  and  bottom,  and  soon  after  the  v>urd  was  spoken,  the 
tall,  long-tailed  blood  bayp,  stood  snorting  before  the  door.  Away  we  went,  journey- 
ed all  day  toward  the  N.  W.,  and  at  nighlfai!  drove  through  the  entrance  sate  of 
Livingston's  house.  Lights  were  elancing  at  the  windows,  and  a  throng  of  country 
*quipage3  under  the  char^je  of  slaves  in  livery  betokened  a  family  gathering.  Jump- 
iog  out  with  a  cordial  shake  of  the  hand,  '  There,'  said  ?>Ir.  dePeyster,  (my  grand- 

falber.)  pressing  a  bright  coin  into  my  hand,  '  There,  E h,  is  a  keepsake.     Go 

^te  care  of  your  span,  get  a  good  supper,  sleep  well,  and  be  off  with  the  sunrise, 
••  you  are  anxious  to  get  back  to  the  farm.'  I  looked  at  the  gift.  It  was  bright 
>nd  glittered  in  the  light  of  an  adjacent  window.  '  Oh,  ho,'  thought  I,  •  you  are 
fonny  to-night,'  for  I  supposed  that  Mr.  dePeyster  had  given  me  one  of  the  new  faa- 
g'ed  pennies,  or  cents,  of  which  a  fresh  supply  had  just  then  appeared.  So  I  shov- 
ed the  piece  into  my  pocket,  and  thought  no  more  of  th-^  matter,  for  he  v.-as  a  good 
landlord,  and  loved  his  fun  ;  and  as  for  the  ride,  iliat  was  my  duty.  The  next  raor- 
oing  I  hitched  in  the  bays  and  started  foe  home,  when  prdiy  soon  I  passed  a  tavern. 
SajB  I  to  myself,  I'll  step  in  aud  take  an  eye-opener,  and  so  i  did  ;  and  when  I  had 
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Coloners  deliverer.  He  had  experienced  a  partial  sunstroke, 
and,  recovering,  followed  the  trail  of  his  employer,  hoping  to 
overtake  him,  but,  weakened  by  the  attack,  was  unable  to 
press  on  until  a  nigiit"s  rest  had  restored  his  strength  and  in- 
stinct. 

The  early  land  owners,  if  they  did  not  earn  their  possessions 
'  .•  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  often  experienced  danger,  hardship 
and  suffering,  which  would  have  turned  back  the  most  deter- 
mined anti-renter  of  the  present  day  and  cowed  his  braggart 
and  malignant  spirit  into  beggarly  submission. 


2.  In  the  town  of  Fatterion.aud  County  of  Putnam, is  an  tnormoua  frame  building 
known  as  the  L'u^  Dutch  Taverut  which  was  a  place  of  great  resort,  pricr  to  the 
Revolution,  cot  ouiy  for  the  farmers  of  Dutchess  and  Westchester  Counties  but  the 
nnnieroui  trair.s  of  immigrants  pushing  forward  to  fill  up  the  wasle  landi  of  the 
Manorial  Grants  of  L'.viuu'ston  aud  VanReusellaer,  then  almost  the  Ultii:vi  Thule 
of  transatlantic  civijizition.  To  the  charms  of  being  the  crenerai  gOisipiD;^  ground 
of  the  tparseiy  seultd  country -about,  whitlier,  I'rom  a  circuit  of  50  raiies,  ti.e  Dutch 
farmers — vvilii  iheir  birch  bark  harness  and  rope  traces,  for  harness  inakera  and  even 
tolerable  leather  was  scarce  in  those  days — repaired  to  learu  the  news  frcm  the 
•'  Father  land"  and  the  city  below,  compara  notes  concsrnina:  crops  and  catiie  and 
talk  over  some  new  tricks  and  rascalities  of  the  encroaching  and  ever  restless 
Yankees  oa  the  Connecticut,  this  charming  locality  added  the  attractions  of  such 
gloriou*  "ceuery  i^  have  won  for  it  tiie  litb  of  the  Switzerlaiid  of  the  ^laie  of  New 
York.  Cue  eveain-r  a  knot  of  Dutch  settlers  havin::  congregated  together  and  talked 
out  the  subjects  appropriate  to  their  vocation  and  atfected  perhaps  by  the  :umea  of 
potent  schuaps  and  home  raised  tobacco,  lapsed  into  a  philosophical  mood  and  slid  as 
it  were  into  a  discussion  whether  or  no  there  was  laud  in  the  moon.  Araon^  the 
number  of  looKers  on  v.as  a  tenant  of  my  father's  from  the  town  oi  Ln;oii  Vale,  a 
Dutchman  it  is  true, but  longheaded  enough  to  be  a  Yankee,  real  5rit,wko  related  the 
6tory  with  such  a  naizete  aud  abihty  that  it  was  a  real  treat  to  hear  and  see  iiim  raim- 


drank  it  off  and  was  goi.g  to  pay,  thinks  I,  I'll  take  another  look  at  that  copper. — 
So  I  fished  it  out  of  my  waistcoat  pocket,  and  what  do  yoa  think  it  was  ?  H«  was 
a  good  landlord  —  and  it  was  a  bright  new  Half  Joe,"  (a  Johannes,  styled  Joe,  a 
Portugese  coin  worth  .'according'  to  Webster,)  about  ^S,  but  in  reality  $16,  as 
proved  by  th^  following  advertisement}:  — 

t  At  a  .Meeting  of  iht  Cor^Miratioa  of  the  Xcw  York 

CHAMBER  OF  CJMMEP.CK.  3J  Jaly.  1770. 

That  to  prever.tthe  scandalous  praciice  of  clipping  ilALr  JoH.iNSSs's,  which  pa^se3  at  64s* 
weighi-Tg  U  I'enny  VVeiiiht,  it  is  prtiposeU,  that  Three  Fence  oe  a, lowed  for  every  Ora-a  that  they 
we:;:h  more  ih:ir.  Xiat  I'enr.y  \Vei;4nt ;  and  thit  Four  iience  la  deducted  i'ot  ever^  Grain  they 
weigh  less. 

7th  Anguit,  1770. 

The  proposal  of  last  Meetics  :or  this  Corporation  to  ta.ke  into  Consideration  a  Ke:.-.e.iy  to  pre- 
vent the  clijpin?  (.!'  Hal?  J^ls,  IT  IS  RES'jLVED,  That  the  Msnibers  ol"  this  Corporation  will, 
in  future,  pay  and  receive  .ill  Hal7  Jues  triit  ueigh  Xine  Penny  We.ghts  at  lils,  and  f.;.r  every 
Grain  they  weigh  more  allow,  Three  Pence  per  Gr^in  ;  and  every  Grain  they  welsh  .ess  oeduct 
Fonrpenre.  ANTHONY  'paper  torn.l  Sec'g. 

(.Veu  York  Junrnal  or  the  General  Adcertiser,  of  Thursday,  August  10,  1770,  Xuii.b.  1411,  in  my 
possesjion.— f  J.  W.  deP.j 


*  These  are  Ytrk  ahiiUnrs,  equ-ivaltnt  to  the  Federal  shilling.  l^Vi  cents;  by  lieprec'.atioQ  the 
shilling  sterling  was  nniy -A  orlh  in  New  Eniland  and  Virginia  16  2-3  cents,  and  in  New  York 
and  \.)rth  Carolina  lOM  cents  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  currency.— [J. VV. 
deP. 


1 1  have  been  there,  on  ,Tiy  way  from  PoughlceepsLe  to  Danbury,  seen  the  old  eiiab.ishment, 
honaely  and  vast  enough,  and  revelled  ia  the  uia^jntricent  scenery  on  agloru^us  oay  wnea  every 
hill  and  valley  waj  b.ttaed  in  sunlight,  and  may  I'orzet  the  name  but  not  the  piice  or  its  beauty. 


J.     VV.    DS    P. 
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jckiuff  the  would  be  wise  positions,  gestures,  aud  facial  expressione,  of  this  impromptu 
debating  club.  He  even  recalled  the  homely  arguments  with  which  each  savant, 
for  the  time  being,  advocated  his  side  of  the  question.  After  a  hot  and  heavy  wordy 
Mt  to  the  party  appeared  to  be  used  up.  It  was  a  drawn  battle.  Both  parties  had 
done  their  best ;  both  had  exhausted  their  van  guards,  mam  armies,  rear  guards,  re- 
.erves,  and  even  reinforcements.  In  a  corner  of  the  room,  quietly  smoking  his  pipe, 
ind  behind  the  voluminous  clouds  of  smoke  which  rolled  lortli  from  his  lips,  eujoyiug 
Iho  scrimmage  of  words,  sat  E ,an  old  farmer  well  known  for  his  humor,  attain- 
ments somewhat  superior  to  the  mass,  aud  homely  but  shrewd  mother  wit.  As  the 
imoke  cleared  off  the  scene  of  baitle— for  with  their  arguments,  their  pipes  and 
liquor  gave  out,  apparently  sympathising  with  their  protracted  mental  aud  physical 
labor,both  sides  having  laid  down  the  law  with  as  much  emphasis  as  a  camp  meeting 
Methodist  parson  or  an  excited  pettifogger— as  the  smoke  cleared  otF  the  narrator  said 

it  seemed  as  if  with  one  accord,  the  whole  roomful  caught  the  eye  of  E h  twink- 

iDg  with  a  brightness  which  betokened  either  a  thorough  acquamtauce  with  the 
lubiect  or  the  concentrated  brilliancy  evolved  from  the  clashing  intellecU  of  ihe 
•ustic  scientific  corps.  With  a  simultaneous  movement  and  looks  betokening  a  gen- 
iral  happy  thought  and  approval  each  turned  to  the  other,  and  the  most  fluent  talker 
icting  thereupon  as  spokesmau  rose  and  approached  the  old  man.  "Daddy,"  said 
16— despairing  of  a  solution  of  the  knotty  question  which  has  puzzled  wiser  heads, 
f  the  person  appealed  proved  no  solver  of  doubts—"  Daddy,  wo  all  know  you  know 
i  good  deal  about  every  thing.     Is  there  or  is  there  not  land  in  the  moon  ?"     With 

1  promptness  which  must  have  gratified  the  luterogater,  E h  replied :   '. 

"  As  for  myself  I  don't  know,  but  I'll  tell  you  who  does." 

The  volley  of  "whos"  which  followed  this  announcement  can  well  bo  imagined. 

"  Colonel  Harry  Boekman,  (the  extensive  landholder  ol  the  region  and  day;  for  if 

here  is  any  land  in  the  moon  you  mty  bo  d d  sure  he's  got  a  patent  for  the 

jigger  part  of  it."  i,         i  u 

The  decision  was  satisfactory— history  has-tio  record  of  the  Colonel  e  reply  to  the 
tommittee  who  waited  on  him  to  submit  the  question. 
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"After  the  war,  Capt.  Baruum,  of  the  town  of  South  East,  Putnam  Co.,  N.Y.,  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  had  business  to  transact,  and  bought  half  a  pound  of  Bohea 
(eiR,  which  he  broufjht  home  to  his  wife.  None,  it  seems,  liad  been  used  at  that 
lime  in  this  part  of  tlie  country,  and  his  wife  was  at  a  loss  iiow  to  prepare  it  for  use. 
H.-re  was  a  dilemma  not  anticipated  by  tlie  Capt.  when  he  purchased  the  tea;  &ui 
aft#r  resolves  and  counter- resolves  by  the  family,  it  was  resolved  that  the  female 
counsellors  of  the  neighborhood  should  be  called  togetlier  to  decide  the  raooted  point. 
They  accordingly  assembled,  and,  in  high  debate,  proceeded  to  give  their  seperate 
oinuions  respecting  the  mode  in  whicli  the  new  comer,  as  yet  only  found  in  the  cir- 
cles of  higher  life  should  be  treated,  and  its  virtues  disclosed.  Ono  was  for  putting 
It  in  the  puddiug-ba^  and  boiling  it  iu  milk  ;  another  was  for  frying  it  in  a  pan  with  a 
bttle  butter  and  water  ;  a  third  was  for  puaing  it  in  the  dish-kettle  and  boilin"-it — 
This  proposition  determined  the  conclave  at  once  in  its  favor ;  accordingly  the  half- 
pound  of  tea  was  put  in  with  a  sufficiency  of  water,  and  duly  boiled.  For  a  tea-p«t 
they  made  use  of  a  large  earthen  pitcher,  and  for  tea-cups,  bowls.  Some  drank 
more  and  some  drank  less  ;  but  the  one  who  had  recommended  the  dish-kettle, 
drauk  by  far  the  largest  quantity,  alleging  that  she  wanted  to  '•diskiver  its  aristo- 
cratic qualities,  if  it  had  any."  They  went  home  and  the  next  morning  the  Cap- 
tain's wife  saw  the  one  who  had  drank  so  treely  of  the  tea,  standingat  lier  door,  and 
asked  her  how  she  liked  it.  The  reply  was,  "  L'lst  night  I  didn't  sleep  a  wink — 
not  a  biased  wink  !  I  might  about  as  well  have  attempted  to  sleep  with  a  thorn  under 
vie,  as  that  ar  tea  inside — it's  the  plaguest  stuff  I  ever  did  drink  J"  On  inquiry  it 
was  found  that  all  had  been  in  the  same  predicament.  {Pag^s  3'23-'i  Blake's  Histo- 
ry of  Putnam  County.)     E told,  and  illustrated -the   same  story   as   having 

happened  in  his  own  family,  only  with  infinitely  more  humor  and  effect  for  it  nearly 
killed  his  audience  with  convulsions  of  laughter.  J.  W.  deI*. 


GOLDEN  GENEALOGICAL  REFERENCE. 

To  be  read  in  connection  with  the  de  Lancev  Gexralogical  Re- 
ference ;  PETER  OF  the  Mills  :  TI  1st,  Page  53,  supra,  and 
Hon.  JOHN  WATTS,  Junior,  oil  subsequent  pages. 

HONORABLE    CADWALLADER    COLDEN^ 

LlEUTEKANT  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF    NeW  YoRK,  1760a75. 

Acting  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  1761-3-4  «fe '69. 

My gt.-gt.-grand-father,  i.  e.  mij  grandmother  Watts'  grandfather. 

[Examine  S.  H.  N.  V.,  Vol  1,  Pages  254.-281 ;  .302,  See  Page 

49  supra.     Vol.  II  Pages  8,  20,  87,  93, 100-1.  139,  146,  155-6, 

192-4,  235,  279,  280,   347-8,   350-1-2-3-1-7-8-9,  361-2-3-4, 

370-1-3-5,  380,  389,  390.] 

{See  Lossing's   Pictorial   Field   Book  of  the  ^Revolution,  Note  5, 
page  786-7,  Vol.  II.) 

"  COLDEN  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  of  the 
public  men  of  New  York  before  the  Revolution.     From  a  well 
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written  memoir  of  him  by  the  pen  of  John  W.  Francis,  M.  D., 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  published  in  The  American  Medi- 
cal and  Philosophical  Register,  (January,  1811,  Vol.  1),  I  have 
gleaned  the  materials  for  the  follo\Ving  brief  sketch: 

Cadwallader  Golden  was  the  son  of  a  Scotch  Minister  ot 
the  Gospel,  and  was  born  at  Dunse,*  in  Scotland,  on  the  nth  of 
February,  1688.  He  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, where  he  completed  his  collegiate  studies  in  1705,  at 
the  early  age  of  17  years.  He  then  devoted  three  years  to  the 
study  of  mathematics  and  medical  science,  when  he  came  to 
America,  and  remained  here  fiv*e  years  practising  the  profes- 
sion of  a  physician.  He  returned  to  Great  Britain  in  171 5,t 
and  in  London  became  acquainted  with  the  leading  minds  of 
the  day :  among  others,  with  H alley,  the  astronomer.  He  mar- 
ried a  young  lady  in  Scotland,  and  returned,  with  her,  to  Amer- 
ica, in  1716.  They  settled  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1718, 
and  soon  afterward  Coldex  abandoned  his  profession  for  em- 
ployment in  public  life.  He  became  the  Surveyor  General  of 
the  Province,  a  Master  in  Chancery,  and  a  Member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council.  About  1750,  he  obtained  a  patent  for  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Newburgh,  in  Orange  county,  which  was 
called  CoLDENiiAM,  whcre  he  resided  with  his  family  a  great 
portion  of  his  time,  after  1755.  In  1760  he  was  appointed  Lieu- 
'  tenant  Governor,  and  held  that  office  until  a  year  before  his 
death.  On  account  of  the  absence  or  death  of  the  Governor  in 
Chief,  CoLDEN  often  exercised  the  functions  of  Chief  Magis- 
trate. Such  was  his  position  when  the  Stamp  Act  excitement 
prevailed.  He  was  relieved  from  office  in  1775.  when  he  reti- 
red to  his  seat  at  Flushing.  He  died  there  on  the  28th  Septem- 
ber, 1770,  a  few  days  after  the  great  fire  broke  out,  which  con- 
sumed a  large  portion  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

DoCcOr  CoLDEx  was  a  close  student  and  -keen  observer 
through  life,  and  he  enriched  medical  and  other  scientific  works 
by  numerous  treatises  from  his  pen.  His  ^'History  of  the  Fixe 
Nations  of  Indians'"  is  a  work  of  great  research  and  observa- 
tion, and  is  now  mach  sought  after  by  scholars.  Botany  was  his 
delight,  and  with  LINN^US,  the  great  master  of  the  science, 
he  was  a  constant  and  valued  correspondent  for  many  years. 
Almost  all  of  the  eminent  scientific  men  of  Europe  became  his 
correspondents,  anc>  FRANKLIN  and  other  leading  men  in 
America  were  his  intimate  epistolary  friends.  Doctor  Golden 
paid  much  attention  to  the  art  of  printing,  ivrote  upon  the  subject, 
and  teas  a  real,  if  not  the  original,  inventor  of  the  process  called 
■  » 

*  DuNSE,  the  largest  town  of  Berwickshire,  near  the  river  Whiteadder. 

tThe  year  in  which  The  Prctendnr,  (6lh  September,)  landed  on  Aberdeen 
shore,  Scotland.  The  rebellion  was  Booa  euppresssd,  and  be  fled  back  to  France,  4th 
February,  1716. 


i 


•TEBEOTYPiNG.     To  Doctor  Francis,  I  am  indebted  for  a  fine  copy 

oi  the  portrait  of  Golden,  from  which  the  one  here  given  (page 

787,  Vol.  II,)  was  made."  ;.   !.;♦/ 

'.fit) 
,    Sabine'a  Amtrican.LoyaliaU,  pages  222-3. 

«  GOLDEN,  G ADWALLADER.  of  New  York.  He  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in  170S,  and  was  a  success- 
ful practitioner  of  medicine  for  some  years*  In  1718,  Gover- 
nor Hunter  having  become  his  friend,  he  settled  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  was  the  first  Surveyor-General  of  the  Colony. — 
Besides  this  office,  he  filled  that  of  Muster  in  Chancery  ;  and, 
ou  the  arrival  of  Governor  Burnet,  1720,  he  was  made  a  Mem- 
ber of  the  King's  Council.  Succeeding  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  Council,  he  administered  the  government  in  1760.  Having 
previous  to  the  last  mentioned  time  purchased  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Newburgh,  on  the  Hudson,  he  retired  there 

iwith  his  family  about  1755.  In  1761,  he  was  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  of  New  York,  and  held  the  commission  during 
.      the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  was  repeatedly  at  the  head  of  af- 

I      fairs,  inconsequence  of  the  death  or  absence  of  several  of  the 

I      Governors. 

I         While  administering  the  government,  the  stamped   paper 

I  came  out,  and  was  placed  under  his  care.  A  multitude  of  sev- 
eral thousand  persons,  under  leaders  who  were  afterwards  con- 
spicuous Whigs,  assembled,  and  determined  that  he  should  give 
up  the  paper  to  be  destroyed.  Unless  he  complied  with  their 
wishes^  the  massacre  of  himself  and  his  adherents  icas  threatened^ 
hut  he  exhibited  great  firmness,  and  p7^evented  them  from  accom- 
plishing their  design.  Y  et  the  mob  burned  his  effigy  and  de- 
>^troyed  his  carriages  in  his  sight.  Governor  Tryox  relieved 
liim  from  active  political  duty  in  1775,  and  he  retired  to  Long 
Island,  where  he  had  a  seat,  and  where  he  di^d  the  following 
year,  at  the  age  of  88.  He  was  hospitable  and  social,  and 
?ave  his  friends  a  cordial  welcome.  The  political  troubles  of 
his  country  caused  him  pain  and  anguish.  These  troubles  he 
long  predicted.  In  science  Hon.  Mr.  Golden  was  highly  distin- 
guished.    Botany  and  astronomy  were  favorite  pursuits." 

Fkoh  Allen's  American  Biografhicai.  and  Historical  Dictionary. 

Golden,  Cadwallader — a  physician,  botanist  and  astrono- 
mer, was  a  son  of  Rev.  Alexander  Golden,  of  Dunse,  in  Scot- 
land, and  was  born  Feb.  17,  1688.  After  having  received  a 
liberal  education,  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  his  father, 
be  went  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  where,  in  1705,  he 
completed  his  course  of  academical  studies.  He  then  applied 
Wmself  to  medicine  and  mathematics,  and  was  eminently  dis- 
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tinguished  by  his  proficiency  in  both.  Allured  by  the  fame  of 
William  Penn's  Colony,  he  came  over  to  this  country  about  the 
year  1708  ;  and,  having  practised  physic  for  some  years  with 
considerable  reputation,  he  returned  to  England,  which  he 
found  greatly  distracted  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  of  1715. 
While  in  London,  he  was  introducad  to  Dr.  Halley,  who  was 
so  well  pleased  with  a  paper  on  animal  secretion,  written  in 
the  early  part  of  Mr.  Golden's  life,  that  he  read  it  before  the 
Royal  Society,  the  notice  of  which  it  greatly  attracted. 

At  this  time  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  literary  characters  of  England,  with  whom 
he  afterwards  corresponded,  giving  them  curious  and  useful 
intelligence  respecting  a  part  of  the  world,  then  but  little 
known.  Governor  Huxter,  of  New  York,  conceived  so  favor- 
able an  opinion  of  Dr.  Coldex.  after  a  short  acquaintance,  that 
he  became  his  warm  friend,  and  offered  his  patronage,  if  he 
would  remove  to  New  York,  In  1718  he  therefore  settled  in 
that  city.  He  was  the  first  who  filled  the  office  of  Surveyor 
General  in  the  Colony.  He  received  also  the  appointment  of 
Master  in  Chancery.  In  1720,  on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Bur- 
net, he  w^as  honored  with  a  seat  in  the  King's  Council  of  the 
province.  He  afterwards  rose  to  the  head  of  this  Board,  and 
in  that  station  succeeded  to  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment in  1760. 

He  had  previously  obtained  a  Patent  for  a  tract  of  land 
about  nine  miles  from  Newburgh  on  Hudson's  river  ;  and  to 
this  place,  which  in  his  patent  is  called  Coldingham,  or  Col- 
denham,  he  retired  with  his  family  about  the  year  1755.  There 
he  undertook  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  small  part  of  the  tract 
as  a  farm,  and  his  attention  was  divided  between  agricultural 
and  philosophical  pursuits,  and  the  duties  of  his  otfice  of  Sur- 
veyor-General. The  spot,  which  he  had  selected  for  his  retire- 
ment, was  entirely  inland,  and  the  grounds  were  rough.  At 
the  time  he  chose  it  for  a  residence,  it  was  solitary,  uncultiva- 
ted, and  the  country  around  it  absolutely  a  wilderness,  without 
roads,  or  with  such  only  as  were  almost  impassable.  It  w  as, 
besides,  a  frontier  to  the  Indians,  who  committed  frequent  bar- 
barities. Yet  no  entreaty  from  his  friends,  when  they  thought 
him  in  danger  from  his  savage  neighbors,  could  entice  him  from 
his  favorite  home.  He  chose  rather  to  guard  and  fortify  his 
house,  and  amidst  dangers  which  would  have  disturbgd  the 
minds  of  most  men,  he  appears  to  have  been  occupied  without 
any  interruption  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge.  In  1761  he  was 
appointed  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New  York,  and  he  held  this 
commission  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  being  repeatedly 
at  the  head  of  the  government  in  consequence  of  the  death  or 
absence  of  several  governors. 

His  political  character  was  rendered  very  conspicuous  by 
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the  firmness  of  his  conduct  in  the  violent  commotions,  which 
preceded  the  lato  revolution.  He  possessed  the  supreme  au- 
thority, when  the  paper,  to  ])e  distributed  in  New  York  under 
the  British  Stamp  Act,  arrived,  and  it  was  put  under  his  care 
in  the  fortitication,  called  Fort  George,  which  was  then  stand- 
ing on  Battery  Point. 

The  attempt  of  the  British  Parliament  to  raise  a  revenue  by 
taxing  the  colonies  had,  in  every  stage,  excited  a  spirit  of  in- 
dignation and  resentment,  which  had  long  before  this  risen 
above  the  control  of  government.  At  lerigth,a  multitude,  con- 
sisting of  several  thousand  people,  assembled  under  leaders 
who  were  afterwards  conspicuous  revolutionary  characters, 
nad  determined  to  make  the  Lieutenant  Governor  deliver  up 
the  stamp  paper,  to  be  destroyed.  Mr.  Colijkn  had  received 
intimation  of  their  design,  and  prepared  to  defend  with  fideli- 
ty, the  trust  which  had  devolved  upon  him.  The  fort  was  sur- 
rounded on  the  cecums;  of  February  13,  1766.  hj  a  vast  concourse 
of  people,  who  threatened  to  massacre  him  and  his  adherents  if  the 
paper  was  not  delivered  to  them;  and  though  the  engineers  within 
assured  him  tJiat  the  place  loas  untenable,  and  h  terrified  family 
implored  him  to  regard  his  safety,  he  yet  preserved  a  firmness  of 
mind,  and  succeeded  finally  in  securing  the  papers  on  board  a 
British  man  of  war  then  in  the  port.  The  populace,  in  the  mean 
time,  unwilling  to  proceed  to  extremities,  gratified  their  resent- 
ment by  burning  his  effigy  ancf  destroying  his  carriages  under 
his  view.*  His  administration  is  rendered  memorable,  amongst 
other  things,  by  several  charters  of  incorporation  for  useful 
and  benevolent  purposes.  The  Corporation  for  the  relief  of 
Distressed  Seaman,  called  tlte  Marine  Society  ;  that  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  ;  and  one  for  the  Relief  of  Widows  and  Chil- 
dren of  Clergymen,  will  transmit  his  name  leith  honor  to  posterity. 
After  the  rerurn  of  JMr.  Tryon,  the  governor,  in  1775,  he  was  re- 
lieved from  the  cares  of  government.  He  then  retired  to  a  s«at 
on  Long  Island,  v/here  a  recollection  of  his  former  studies  and 
a  few  select  friends,  ever  welcome  by  a  social  and  hospitable 
disposition,  cheered  him  in  his  last  days.  He  died  Sept'r  28, 
1776,  aged  88,  a  few  hours  before  New  York  was  wrapped  in 
flames,  which  laid  near  one-fourth  part  of  the  city  in  ashes. — 
He  complained  neither  of  pain  of  body  nor  anguish  of  mind, 
except  on  account  of  the  political  troubles,  which  he  had  long 
predicted,  and  which  he  then  saw  overwhelming  the  country. 
His  wife,  Alice  Christie,  daughter  of  the  Minister  of  Kelso  in 


The  stamps  arrived  on  the  23d  of  October,  (1765)  and  James  M'Evers,  already 
alarmed  by  the  inanifestatiou  of  the  public  feelincr,  refusing  to  receive  them,  they 
were  placed  in  t!ie  hands  of  Lieuteuani-Goveraor  Golden  (who  resided  within  Fort 
George)  for  sa!e  koopmg, 

The  garrison  was  strongf,  and  under  the  command  of  General  GA<iE,  then  Chief 
Captain  of  the  British  troops  in  America.  In  view  of  impending  traubles,  Coldea 
had  strepgthened  the  fort  and  replenished  the  magaiine.(?j     A  knowledge  of  thesa 
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Scotland,  died  in  1762.  His  son,  Alexander,  who  succeeded 
him  as  Surveyor  General,  and  was  also  Post  Master,  died  Dec. 
1774,  aged  58.  His  son,  David,  also  Surveyor  General,  a  phy- 
sician and  man  of  letters,  died  in  England  July,  1784,  aged  51. 
His  grandson,  Thomas  Golden,  died  at  Coldenham,  March, 
1826,  aged  T2.  '  I 

Mr.  CoLDEX  early  began  to  notice  the  plants  in  America,  clas-        » 
ing   and   distinguishing    them    according    to    the   custom    of 
botany,  then  in  use.  t 

He  was  attentive  to  the  climate,  and  left  a  long  course  of  di-  I 
urnal  observations  on  the  thermometer,  barometer,  and  winds,  | 
He  cultivated  an  acquaintance  with  the  natives  of  the  country,  \ 
and  often  entertained  his  correspondents  with  observations  on         k 

facts  increased  the  indignation  of  the  people,  but  did  not  alter  their  resolution.     Not-  '■ 

withstanding  armed  ships  were  riding  in  the  harbor,  and  the  guns  of  the  fort  were 
pointed  upon  tlie  town,  the  people  assembled  in  great  numbers,  appeared  before 
the  fort  and  demanded  the  delivery  of  the  stamps  to  their  appointed  leader.TI)  A 
refusal  was  answered  by  defiant  shouts,  and  hull  an  h'our  afierward  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  was  hung  in  effigy,  (1)  in  the  field"?,  near  the  spot  where  Leisler  was 
gibbeted  75  years  before.  Thence  thoy  paraded  through  the  streets,  back  to  th« 
fort,  dragged  Colden's  fine  coach  to  the  open  space  in  front,  tore  down  the  wooden 
fence  around  the  BowHng  Green,  and  after  making  a  pile,  cast  the  coach  {'2)  and 
effigy  upon  it,  and  set  fire  to  and  consumed  all  together.  Tne  mob  then  proceeded 
out  of  town  to  the  beautiful  residence  of  I\Iajor  James,  of  the  Royal  Artillery, 
(married  my  great  aunt  Margaret — see  (t  1)  and  Note  A,  Page  29  supra)  where 
they  destroyed  his  fine  library,  works  of  art  and  furniture,  and  desolated  his  clioice 
garden  [copy  wrong]  appeased.  After  paiadiug  the  streets  with  "Stamp  Act" 
printed  upon  large  sheets,  and  raised  upon  poles,  and  headed  "England's  Folly  and 
America's  Ruin,"  the  populace  (having  disgraced  themselves  and  done  all  the  mis- 
chief they  could)  quietly  (owing  to  Coldeu's  magnanimity)  dispersed  to  their  homes. 

(1.)  The  effigy  had  a  drum  upon  its  back,  a  label  upon  its  heart,  and  in  one 
hand  a  stamped  paper.  The  drum  was  in  allusion  to  the  fact  that  Coldem  was 
a  drummer  (an  egregious  error,  he  was  a  practising  physician  of  requtation  at  that 
date,)  in  the  army  of  the  Scotcli  Pretender  in  1715.  An  etTigy  of  the  devil  hung  by 
his  side,  with  a  boot  in  hi^  hand,  to  indicate  the  people's  detestation  of  the  Etirl  of 
Bute.  By  ike  advice  of  Golden,  Gage  wisely  refrained  from  firing  upon  the  peo- 
ple Ahile  these  outrages  (rather  a  mild  term,)  were  occurring. 

(2.)  There  were  only  three  or  four  coaches  in  the  city  at  that  time,  and  as  they 
belonged  to  wealthy  friends  of  government,  they  were  considered  by  the  people  evi- 
dences of  aristocratic  pride.  Such  was  the  prejudice  against  the  nam©  of  coach,  that 
Robert  Murray,  a  Quaker  JMerchant  who  owned  one  called  his  "a  leathern  conve- 
niency."  Mr.  Murray  owned  a  country  seat  near  the  intersection  of  4ih  and  5tli 
avenues  and  SGih  and  40lh  streets,  long  known  as  Murray  Ilill.  Coldbn's  coach 
was  made  In  England  for  Sir  He.nrt  Moore  the  absent  Governor-in-Chief  at  the 
time.  Colde.n's  coach-house  and  stalls  were  outside  the  fort,  and  easy  of  access  by 
the  populace. 

"  James's  house  was  on  an  eminence  a  little  east  of  the  intersection  of  Anlhony-st. 
and  West  Broadway,  and  was  called  Renelugh.  I  find  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day 
the  Renelagh  Garden  advertised,  a  few  months  after  this  outrage,  by  John  Jones,  as 
a  place  of  public  resort,  where  fire-works  were  exhibited  and  refreshments  turnished. 
Vauxhall,  the  seat  of  (Admiral)  Sir  Peter  Warrek,  (who  married  my  great-great- 
grandmother's  sister)  v/as  at  the  foot  of  Warren  btreet. 

"The  intelligence  (of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamo  Act,  Cth  IMay  1776,)  was  brought 
by  Major  James,  who  cam«  pasrienger  i^to  New  York  from  England)  in  the  Hynde, 
fr«m  Plymouth.    She  waa  eix  weeks  on  her  voyage." — (Lossing'a  P.  F.  B.  R.) 
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their  customs  and  manners.  He  \vrote,  also  a  History  of  the 
Prevalent  Diseases  of  the  climate  ;  and  if  he  was  not  the 
Hrst  to  recommend  the  coolins;  regimen  in  the  cure  of  fevers, 
he  was  one  of  its  earliest  and  warmest  advocates,  and  he  op- 
posed with  great  earnestness  the  shutting  up  in  warm  and  con- 
fined rooms  of  patients  in  the  small  pox.  Though  he  quitted 
the  practice  of  medicine  at  an  early  day,  yet  he  never  lost 
sight  of  his  favorite  study,  being  ever  ready  to  give  his  assist- 
ance to  his  neighborhood,  and  to  those,  who,  from  his  reputa- 
tion for  knowledge  and  experience,  applied  to  him  from  more 
distant  quarters.  His  principal  attention,  after  the  year  1760, 
was  directed  from  philosophical  to  political  matters,  yet  he 
maintained  with  great  punctuality  his  literary  correspondence, 
particularly  with  Linxaeus,  Gronovius  of  Leyden,  Dr.  Potters- 
field,  and  Dr.  Whittle,  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  Peter  Collin- 
soN,  who  was  a  most  useful  and  aifectionate  friend,  and  to  whom 
Mr.  CoLDEN,  though  he  never  saw  him,  owed  an  introduction 
to  many  of  the  most  distinguished  literary  characters  of  Europe. 

He  was  the  correspondent  of  Dr.  Franklix.  and  they  regu- 
larly communicated  to  each  other  their  philosophicaland  physi- 
cal discoveries,  particularly  in  electricity,  which  at  that  time 
began  to  excite  the  attention  of  philosophers.  In  their  letters 
are  to  be  observed  the  first  drav/ings  of  many  of  those  discov- 
eries which  Dr.  Franklin  has  communicated  to  the  world,  and 
which  have  excited  so  much  asionishment  and  contributed  so 
much  to  human  happiness.  Of  the  American  Philosophical 
Society  he  first  suggested  the  plan.  It  was  established  at 
,  Philadelphia  on  account  of  the  central  and  convenient  situation 
of  that  city. 

About  the  year  1743,  a  malignant  fever  then  called  the 
Yellow  Fever,  had  raged  for  two  summers  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  ;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  in  all  respects  similar  to 
that  disorder,  which  of  late  years  has  proved  so  very  fatal. 
He  communicated  his  thoughts  to  the  public  on  the  most  prob- 
able cure  of  the  calamity  in  a  little  treatise,  in  which  he  en- 
larged on  the  bad  effects  of  stagnating  waters,  moist  air,  damp 
cellars,  filthy  stores  and  dirty  streets  ;  showed  how  much 
these  nuisances  prevailed  in  many  parts  of  the  city  ;  and 
'  pointed  out  the  remedies.  The  Corporation  of  the  city  gave 
him  their  thanks,  and  established  a  plan  for  draining  and 
cleaning  the  city,  Avhich  was  attended  with  the  most  happy 
effects.  He  also  wrote  and  published  a  Treatise  on  the  Cure 
of  the  Cancer.  Another  essay  of  his  on  the  virtues  of  the  Bor- 
tanice,  or  Great  Water  Dock,  a  species  of  Ritmcx,  introduced 
him  to  an  acquaintance  with  Linn.eus.  In  1753  he  published 
some  observations  on  epidemical  sore  throat,  which  appeared 
first  at  Kingston,  Mass.,  in  173.5,  and  had  spread  over  a  great 
part  of  North  America.  These  observations  are  republished 
in  the  American  Museum. 
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When  he  became  acquainted  with  Linnaeus'  system  of  Bot- 
any, he  applied  himself  with  new  deliirht  to  that  study.  His 
description  of  between  three  and  four  hundred  American  plants 
was  published  in  the  Ac  fa  UpsaJlensia.  He  also  published  the 
History  of  the  Five  Indian  Nations,  and  dedicated  it  to  Gov. 
BuRNF.T.who  had  distinguished  himself  by  his  wisdom  and  suc- 
cess in  the  management  of  the  Indians.  The  book  was  printed 
at  London  in  1747,  with  the  original  dedication,  intended  for 
Gov.  Burnet  directed  to  Gen.  Oglethorpe.  jMr.  Golden  justly 
complained  of  this  as  an  unpardonable  absurdity  of  the  prin- 
ter, who  took  the  further  liberty  of  adding  several  Indian  trea 
ties,  without  his  knowledge  or  approbation.  But  the  subject 
which  drew  Mr.  Golden  at  one  time  of  his  life  from  every  oth- 
er pursuit,  was  what  he  first  published  under  the  title  of  the 
Cause  of  Gravitation,  which  being  much  enlarged,  appeared  in 
1751,  under  the  title  of  the  Principles  of  Action  in  Matter,  to 
which  is  added  a  Treatise  on  Fluxions.  He  died  in  the  firm 
persuasion,  that,  however  he  might  have  erred  in  the  deduc- 
tions, the  grand,  fundamental  principles  of  his  system  were 
true,  and  that  they  would  at  length  be  received  as  such  in  the 
world.  This  book  cost  him  many  years  of  close  and  severe 
study.  He  prepared  a  new  edition  of  it,  with  elucidations  of 
such  parts  as  had  been  subject  to  objections,  and  with  large 
additions.  At  the  time  it  was  prepared  for  the  press,  he  was 
so  far  advanced  in  years,  that  he  despaired  of  living  to  see  it 
published.  He  therefore  transmitted  the  manuscripts  to  Dr. 
WniTTLE.Professor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
The  fate  of  the  work  since  that  time  is  not  known.  Of  his 
other  manuscripts,  many,  through  the  variety  of  hands  into 
which  they  have  fallen,  have  become  mutilated,  and  a  great 
part  of  some  of  them  is  entirely  lost.  Among  these  are  an  In- 
quiry into  the  Operatioas  of  Intellect  in  Animals,  a  piece  of 
great  orignality  ;  another  on  the  Essential  Properties  of  Light, 
interspersed  with  observations  on  Electricity,  Heat,  Matter,&:c.; 
an  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Physic,  in  the  form  of  instruc- 
tions to  one  of  his  grand-sons,  and  dated  in  the  81st  year  of  his 
age  ;  an  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  producing  the  Phenomenon  of 
Metal  Medley,  swimming  in  water  ;  an  Essay  on  Vital  Motion; 
and,  lastly,  Observations  on  Mr.  Smith's  History  of  New  York, 
comprehending  Memoirs  of  the  public  transactions  in  which  he 
\vas  conversant.     He  complalvs  of  the  partiality  of  Mr.  Smith. 

AND  SUPPOSES  that  HE  IS  INCORRECT    IN  MANY   PARTICULARS.'*"       [jRcei' 

Amer.  Museum,  III.,  53,  59. 


■  *  What  would  he  have  supposed,  thouf^ht,  said  and  written,  had  he  lived  to  read 
the  last  edition  published  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
with  a  Biographical  Sketch  ot  the  author  ? 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  held   at  their 
Rooms  in  the  University,  on  Tuesday  Kvcning,  October  5,  1852: 

"  The  Librarian  announced  the  reception  of  certain  impor- 
tant documents  tlirous^li  Mr.  df.Pkvstkr  {Sec  Note  *,  page 
35,  siipm,)  one  of  the  A'ice  Presidents,  who.  he  hoped,  would 
more  formally  notice  them.  They  were  a  portion  of  tlic  "Col- 
DEX  Papers,"  long-  ;t[preciatcd  for  the  interestinc;  materials 
which  they  contain  for  elucidating  our  early  colonial  history. 

Mr.  dePeyster  here  rose  and  stated  that  these  papers  were 
entrusted  to  his  care  a  few  months  since  by  Mrs.  D-wm  C.  Col- 
den,  then  about  embarking  for  Europe,  whose  late  husband  be- 
came entitled  to  thom  as  the  lineal  descendant  of  their  author; 
and  that  he  (Mr.  deP.)  was  to  hold  them  subject  to  the  disposi- 
tion which  the  Hon.  Ogden-  Hoffmax  might  think  proper  to 
make  of  them  ;  that  he  communicated  to  Mr.  Hoffman  the 
directions  which  he  had  received,  and  that  the  papers  were  sub- 
ject to  his  order.  Upon  this  Mr.  Hoffman  addressed  him  a 
note,  which  he  proceeded  to  read,  and  handed  over  to  the  Li- 
brarian to  file  in  his  department.  This  note  will  be  found  on 
the  page  immediately  succeeding  the  minutes  of  this  meeting, 
marked  A.  Mr.  dePevster  continued  :  It  appears  to  me.  Mr. 
President,  that  upon  the  presentation  of  a  donation  of  this  cha- 
racter, more  than  the  mere  announcement  is  due  to  the  distin- 
guished donor,  and  in  memory  of  the  illustrious  man  whose  lit- 
erary manuscripts  this  society  novv^  possesses.  The  ""Coi.dex  Pa- 
pers," as  they  are  distinctively  known,  embrace  the  portion 
heretofore  presented  to  the  Society,  and  now  on  their  shelves, 
and  the  residue  given  by  i^lr.  Hoffman,  his  grandson.  The  en- 
tire collection  is  extremely  valuable  and  important,  and  the 
documents  among  the  donations  of  this  evening  are  not  the  least 
in  consideration,  in  reference  to  the  entire  collection  itself. — 
This  portion  has  already  furnished  to  the  distinguished  histo- 
rian of  our  country,  (the  Hon.  George  Bancroft.)  many  impor- 
tant and  reliable  data,  the  recognition  of  which  will  be  found 
interspersed  through  his  history,  already  celebrated  for  the  em- 
bodiment of  facts  admirably  interwoven  and  detailed,  in  a  style 
as  felicitous  as  it  is  captivating.* 

The  general  character  of  the  present  donation  will  more 
fully  appear  by  the  catalogue  raisonne^  in  preparation  b\'  our 
jnxlicious  and  skillful  librarian,  which  I  learn  it  is  his  inten- 
tion hereafter  to  lay  bcibro  the  society. 

In  the  meantime,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  state  some 
particulars  respectincr  the  character  and  life  oi  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor GOLDEN.     To  some  of  the  members  present  these  may 

♦Had  volume  V.  of  Bancrofts  history  been  published  at  that  time, my  father  would 
n«ver  have  spoken  thus  of  oae,  who,  in  my  opinion,  so  wholly  misrepresented  my 
groal-great  grandfather,  and  also  his  aunt's  distinguished  husband.  J.W.deP. 
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be  more  or  less  familiar,  but  to  others  not  so  well  acquainted 
with  the  literary  labors,  valuable  researches  and  published 
^yo^ks  of  that  eminent  man,  these  statements  may  bear  par- 
ticular repetition  and  pcrliaps  prove  instructive  and  interesting 

There  has  not  as  yet.  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  appeared  any  bi- 
ography of  Gov.  Cdl.DEN  which  does  justice  to  his  memory, 
to  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  learning-,  and  to  his  talents  and 
researches.  He  long  filled  important  public  situations,  and  for 
the  greater  portion  of  the  century  in  which  he  lived,  he  indus- 
triously and  beneficiully  employed  his  time  and  learning  in  the 
spread  of  useful  and  interesting  information  on  a  variety  of  top- 
ics, some  of  which  I  shall  take  occasion  more  particularly  to 
mention. 

Dr.  Francis,  a  distinguished  member  of  this  Society,  first  gave  to  the 
world  a  biographical  sketch,  in  the  "American  Medical  and  Philosophi- 
cal llcgister,"  (of  Tvhich  he  was  one  of  the  Editors,;  to  which  I  am  in- 
debted for  several  particulars  in  the  brief  review  I  propose  to  make.  To 
other  sources  I  have  turned  for  additional  information.  I  should  also 
state  that  from  the  indefatigable,  judicious  and  able  compiler  of  "TAe 
Documentary  History  of  the  State  of  New  Yarl;^^  (Dr.  E.  B.  O'Calla- 
ghanJ  I  have  gleamed  other  mteresting  incidents. 
^  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  give  more  than  a  mere  summary  of  the  inves- 
tigation which  I  had  inade  on  the  subject.  Absence  from  the  city  has 
prevented  an  oaiiier  attention  to'it,  than  such  as  I  have  to-day  been  able 
to  give,  in  order  to  compare  various  sketches  of  the  life  of  Gov.  Golden, 
and  to  refresh  my  memory  somewhat  previously  familiar  with  the  details. 
Tkcpuhlic  oicc  a  debt  of  gratiluch  to  Gr/v.  Golden 's  memory^  and  I  am 
■happy  to  contribute  my  mite  towards  the  paj^ment  of  this  iust  debt. 

GADWALLADER  GOLDEX,  the  Fhysician,  Botanist,  Astronomer 
and  ^ic^.^onaw,  was  the  son  of  the  Eev.  Alexander  Golden,  of  Dunse, 
Scotland,  and  was  born  on  the  17th  February,  16SS,  in  Ireland,  durin<^ 
the  temporary  visit  of  his  mother  to  tfiat  Island.  His  collegiate  studies 
were  conipleted  at  the  TTniversity  of  Edinsburgh,  in  ITOs!  His  ori^- 
nal  destination  was  the  church,  but  preferring  the  profession  of  medicme 
he  went  with  this  view  to  London. 

Attracted  by  the  fame  of  William  Penn,  as  "a  mere  scholar  and  stran- 
ger in  the  world,"  he  emigrated  to  Philadelphia  in  1710,  where  he  prac- 
tised as  a  Physician  for  a  short  period,  and  in  1715  returned  to  Endand. 
He  marned  a  31is3  Alice  Chrystie,  daughter  of  a  clergyman,  at  Kelsoe,  in 
Scotland,  and  brought  her  out  to  this  countrv  in  1716.  Whilst  in  Lon- 
don about  that  time,  he  prepared  a  paper  "On  Animal  Secretions,"  which 
the  well-known  Dr.  Halley  read  before  the  Royal  Society,  and  which  at- 
tracted so  much  nouce  that  it  became  the  medium  of  his  introduction  to 
several  of  the  eminent  literary  men  of  that  metropolis. 
^  The  trouble  which  agitated  the  public  mind  at  this  period  in  England, 
induced  Dr.  Golden  to  return  to  America,  and  to  make  this  country  his 
permanent  abode.  Having  on  a  visit  to  this  bitv  in  171S,  became  ac- 
<iuamted  with  Gov.  Hunter,  he  was  so  much  attracted  bv  the  solid  ac- 
quirements and  conversational  powers  of  Dr.GoLCEN,  that-he  invited  him 
to  remam,  and  thereupon  appointed  him  Surveyor  Carnal  of  the.  Pracince. 
Here  commenced  his  public  career.     In  1720  he  obtained  a  grant  of 
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2,000acresof  land,  in  Montgomery,  Orange  County,  in  tliis  State,  to 
which  he  added  3000  more,  which  together  he  named  Cohknham.  At 
this  place  he  resided  some  time,  engaged  in  literary  pursuits.  He  was 
made  a.  Member  of  the  Provincial  Council^  in  1722,  by  Gov.  Burnet,  and 
in  this  position  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  Government  in  securing 
the  Indian  trade  to  New  York,  which  was  at  that  time  carried  on  through 
Canada,  to  which  the  supplies  from  Great  Britain  were  brought  through 
the  medium  of  some  mLrchants  at  Albany.  Burnet's  policy  was  to  de- 
prive the  French  of  this  trade  ;  and  he  procured  a  law  to  be  passed  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  which  under  severe  penalties  prohibited  this  trade, 
but  which  by  certain  mercantile  interests  in  London,  and  other  influences 
brought  to  bear  against  it,  was  repealed  in  England.  An  angry  and  pro- 
tracted discussion  ensued,  in  which  Dr.  COLDEN  took  a  prominent  part, 
and  to  this  controversy  is  the  world  indebted  for  his  '•'■  History  of  the  i'ive 
Indian  JVatians,^''  published  in  1727. 

Whilst  at  Coldeuham,  he  was  occupied  in  learned  correspondence  with 
distinguished  men  of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  and  about  this  time  he 
first  suggested  the  plan  of  the  xlmerican  Phylosophical  Society,  which 
was  establi-shed  in  Philadelphia  as  then  the  most  central  and  convenient 
situation.  He  was  not  free  from  the  party  animosities  of  the  day  ;  for 
during  Crosby's  [Cosby.-]  and  Clakk's  administrations  he  was  embroiled 
with  other  members  of  the  Council. 

On  the  death,  of  f hi li  destingushcd  vian,  Lieut.  Gov.  I)eLa>-cy,  in  1760 
as  Senior  Memher  of  the  Council,  he  administered  the  govcrnment,and  in 
1761  was  appointed  to  the  OiSce  o^  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  Province. 
This  he  held  until  Nov.  1765,  with  the  exception  of  the  fifteen  months 
Gov.  MoNCKTON  was  at  the  head  of  affairs.  In  1769  he  was  again  call- 
ed upon  to  superintend  the  Province,  which  he  did  until  superseded  by 
Lord  DuxMORE  in  the  next  year.  The  last  time  he  filled  the  Executive 
Chair  was  in  1774,  which  he  occupied  until  the  25th  June  1775,  when 
he  retired  to  Spring  Hill.,  near  Flushing,  L.  I.,  where  in  the  8Sth  year 
of  his  age  on  the  21st  Sept.  1776,  he  closed  his  eventfiillife  ;  leaving  be- 
hind him  a  character  distinguished  by  many  of  the  virtues  which  adorn 
private  life,  and  a  variety  of  works  of  general  and  local  value,  which'ought 
to  endear  his  memory  to  New  Yorkers.  They  owe  to  him  much  of  the 
useful  knowledge,  and  the  scientific  results  communicated  to  the  public 
during  hisjlong  life,  and  several  of  the  importaut  institutions  of  the  State 
had  their  origin  in  his  creat  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  public  interests.  In 
the  department  in  which  this  Society  is  especially  engaged,  his  labors  are 
of  acknowledged  merit,  connected  as  they  were  with  the  history  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York,  as  is  shown  by  his  very  valuable  contributions,  now 
oiu:  property,  and  his  other  published  works  which  have  received  the  itp- 
probation'of  the  learned  and  stood  the  test  of  time.  He  ratilcs  among  the 
distinguished  men  of  the  day.  A  mind  foicerful  and  active  like  his,  Mr.  Ver- 
PLANCK  luis  veil  said.,  could  not  fail  to  produce  great  effects  in  the  cluiradcr 
of  the.  Socidy  in  u-hich  he  moved  ;  and  we  doubtless  enjoy  vw,inj  beneficial  al- 
though remote  effects  of  his  labors,  without  being  always  able  to  trace  ihcm 
to  t/ieir    true  source.''^ 

The  manuscript  papers  left  by  Gov.  Coi.dek,  are  principally  on  histori- 
cal subjects.  -They  embrace  his  correspondence  with  Be.vjamin  Frank- 
LiK  from  1740  to  1757  :  with  Linn.eus,  from  1747  to  1751  ;  with  Gro- 
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voviua  of  Leyden,  from  1743  to  1755  •  and  with  other  celebrities  of 
this  country  and  Europe,  inchiding  a  period  which  extends  from  1710  al- 
most without  interruption  to  the  time  of  his  death-  He  discovered  a  mw 
vuthod  of  printing  uhich  he  ovnnmniaUed  to  Dr.  Fraxulix,  which  is  nmc 
knmcn  by  the  term ''Sterkotype.''  It  Is  a  Hedged  that  the  stereotype  jm.- 
cess  said  to  have  been  invented  3Ir.  Heriian  in  Paris,  and  fradised  there  by 
him  under  Letters  Patent  from  Nai-oi.f.on  is  the  same  snbstaniiaUi/,  ds 
that  described  by  Gov.  Coldex,  and  rrhich  he  rommmmnted  to  Franklis. 
This  correspondence  will  be  found  in  Spark's  Life  of  5'ranklin,  and  in 
the  above  mentioned  Reirister. 

Dr.  Franklin,  it  appears  made  this  process  known  to  certain  artists  in 
France.  This  Herhan  was  a  German,  and  assistant  to  W.  Didot,  the 
printer  and  type-founder  of  Paris,  from  wliom  he  separated  and  set  up 
in  opposition.  Ilerhan's  and  Colden's  process  is  much  aliJce,  and  Her- 
han IS  vwst  probably  indebted  to  Amtrira  for  his  crMritv  in  this  particular. 
In  the  1st  vol.  of  the  American  and  Philosophical  Kedstcr,  Colden's 
Account  of  the  Climate  and  Diseases  of  New  York,  will  1:^0  found ;  and  it 
IS  worthy  of  special  mention,  that  the  Corporation  of  this  City  established 
a  plan  for  draining  the  numerous  marshes  which  then  surrounded  the  city, 
m  order  to  remove  the  sources  of  the  pernicious  exhalations  which  poison- 
ed the  atmosphere,  according  to  the  plan  suggested  by  Dr.  Golden. 
They  also  availed  themselves  of  his  sanitary  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
dirt  andfilth  which  encumbered  the  streets,  heir-looms,  it  would  seem, 
of  our  City  Fathers,  who  need  some  potential  authoritv  and  zealous  citi- 
zens, to  arouse  them  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  in  the  endeavor  at  least,  to 
remove  from  this  Gity  its  standing  reproach. 

But  his  principal  work  was  entitled— "The  principles  of  Action  in 
Matter,  &c.,"  enlarged  and  published  in  1751,  and  to  which  he  devoted 
many  years  of  laborious  study  and  preparation.  His  History  of  the  five 
Nations,  in  2  vols.  19  mo.  we  have  already  referred  to,  and  it  is  so  well 
appreciated  as  to  require  but  this  passini'  reference. 

S^^  It  is  well  known  that  Smith's  Ffistory  of  New  York,  is  a  Work 
about  the  accuracy  and  impartiality  of  wliioh,  there  Ls  much  diver.-ity  of 
opinion.  Dr.  Golden  published  Observations  on  this  work,  and  these 
cover  many  of  the  public  transactions  with  which  he  was  acquainted  ;  and 
his  authority  is  of  importance  in  determining  then.-  relative  state- 
ments.«@a 

But  it  is  impracticable  for  me  on  this  occasion,  with  the  limited  time 
at  my  service,  to  embrace  more  of  the  varied  life  and  labors  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  general  sketch.  One  of  his  closing  duties,  says  3Ir.  O'Cal- 
^GHAN,  was  to  announce  that  Congress  had  appointed  GEOKGE 
WASHINGTON  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Armies.  He  had 
firmly  encountered  the  odium  of  the  Stamp  and  Tea  Acts,  which  BritLsh 
injustice  and  tyranny  endeavored  to  impose  on  the  Colunies  without  their 
consent,  which  rendered  all  engaged  in  this  imposition,  as  odious  almost 
as  the  measures  themselves.      [See  Remarks  on  paia'S  SSa£)0.] 

Gov.  GOLDEN  survived  his  wife  fourteen  years7  and  the  close  of  his 
active  and  useful  life  amidst  the  .scenes  of  public  a-itation  and  private 
acerbities,  growmg  out  of  the  .le-.^p-seated  opinions  of  that  day,  was  with- 
out the  tender  influences  which  would  have  soothed  his  domestic  retire- 
ment.    He  died  without  seeing  the  triumph  of  that  unparallelled  and  glo- 


88 

* 

rioQS  Chief  whose  selection  he  had  officially  announced ;  or  the  Country 
over  which  he  afterwards  presided,  free  and  independent,  with  all  the 
TJeor  of  youth  startinjr  in  its  career  of  unexampled  prosperity. 

Here  within  the  space  of  tliree  quarters  of  a  century,  liave  the  United 
States  of  America  advanced  in  all  that  constitutes  national  greatness, 
with  strides  not  more  firmly  taken  tiian  they  are  surpassingly  progressive.  ^ 
This  portion  of  the  New  World,  lilce  the  eagle  its  emblem,  is  ^oaring  to  a 
height  which  the  most  enthusiastic  could  hardly  have  imagined,  and  which 
it?  sincerest  admirers  co.ntoQpIatc  with  wonder,  whilst  in  the  shadows  of 
thick-coming  events,  tr..  y  perceive  more  and  more  defined  the  features 
and  hold  outlines  of  its  resplendent  course,  as  it  spans  the  immense  space 
which  stretches  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean," 

[Copied  from  the  minutes.] 
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At  pages  331-2,  chapter  xvil,  Vol.  Y.  of  Bancroft's  History  of 
the  United  States,  appears  a  prejudiced  account  of  the  tumults 
in  New  York  which  srrew  out  of  the  passasje  of  the  Stamp  Act. 
There  is  a  brilliancy  about  the  author  very  captivating,  but 
which  cannot  compensate  for  the  bias  which  iutluences  his  nar- 
rative. Great  abililies,  great  opportunities  and  wide  popular- 
ity, the  reward  for  whicli  he  strove,  make  his  work  the  more 
unsatisfactory  to  the  admirer  of  impartial  history.  Where 
New  England  comes  upon  the  scene,  it  is  emphatically  a 
New  England  History — a  paean  glorifying  the  puritan  leaven 
throughout;another  elaborate  work.dedicated  to  the  democracy, 
and,  in  tlie  passage  referred  to,  at  variance  with  the  views  of 
other  authors,  inclined  in  no  greater  degree  than  himself  to  fa- 
vor the  opponents  of  the  popular  party,  but  willing  to  weigh 
the  whole  life,  the  whole  correspondence,  and  not  a  few  ran- 
dom passages,  without  context,  to  depreciate  a  body  of  men, 
unsurpassed  in  those  attributes  which  dignify  humanity. — 
When  Bancroft  struck  at  Coluen  and  James,  he  forgot  that  the 
life  of  the  former  had  been  more  than  once  compiled,  and  that 
fear  for  self  or  ])roperty  was  not  recorded  as  one  of  his  failings. 
Had  he  not.in  the  words  of  Allen,  (quoting  RcesAiaer.Mns.)  con- 
fronted the  excited  populaccand  never  abandoned  his  position? 
Listen  a  moment :  "The  fort  was  surrounded  on  the  evening 
of  Feb.  IG,  17G6,  by  a  vast  concourse  of  people,  who  -rnREATEx- 
£NED  TO  MASSACRE  unt  AND  uts  ADHERENTS,  if  thc^papcr  was  not 
delivered  to  them  ;  and  thougii  the  engineers  icUhiii  assured  him 
tliut  tlie  place  was  untenable,  and  a  terrified  faniiiij  implored  him 
to  regard  his  safely,  ue  yet  pre.serveu  a  firmness  of  .-uind,  and 
succeeded  llnally  in  securing  the  papers  on  board  a  British 
man-of-war  taen  in  the  port." 

To  this  Sabine  adds  his  testimony  ;  and  Sabine,  although  a 
New  Englander,  seems  to  desire  to  overcome  his  prejudices  and 
write  without  bias  :  •  ' 
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"A  maltitude  of  several  ihouand  persons  under  leaders,  who  were  afterwards  con- 
spicuous whigs,  assembled,  and  determined  lliat  ho  (Cohien)  should  give  up  llie  pa. 
per  to  be  destroyed.  Unless  he  complied  with  their  wishes,  the  massacre  of  him- 
self and  adherents  irns  threatened  ;  but  he  exhibited  great  firmness,  and  prevented 
them  from  accomplishing  their  design." 

CoLDEN  was  a  calmhj  corwageous  rnaii,  and  J.v>iKi=,  tlirou;:^li  a 
long  and  honored  life,  as  a  soldier  and  man,  wore  anything  hut 
the  character  of  a  "braggart."     (See  Note  A.  pages  !J0a92.) 

Self,  self,  self,  is  the  corner  stone  of  every  New  England  as- 
piration, and  that  spirit  struck  mercilessly  throughout  the 
Revolution  and  preceding  Provincial  struggles,  neither  respect- 
ing nor  understanding  that  fidelity,  that  sentiment  of  honor, 
that  unflinching  fidelity  which  characterized  the  loyalists,  so 
strikingly  deficient  in  most  of  their  own  leaders.  Not  content 
with  having  driven  them.the  loyalists,  forth,and  deprived  them 
of  their  ancestral  homes  and  extensive  properties,  the  same  ma- 
lignant spirit  seems  to  actuate,  and  has  actuated,  the  great 
majority  of  the  historians  of  our  republic  in  all  their  records 
of  that  unhappy  era.  People  are  unwilling  to  hear  any  good 
of  the  loyalists,  and  Bancroft,  among  others,  ha?  been  careful 
not  to  thwart,  but  to  minister  to.  their  humor.  The  world  has 
never  known,  the  world  will  never  know,  if  writers  continue 
to  degrade  their  pens  by  aspersing  the  memories  of  the  loyal- 
ists, what  a  glorious  army  went  from  our  midst,  poor  it  is  true 
in  londs  and  money,  although  nurtured  in  opulence,  bat  rich 
in  attributes  which  elevate  our  kind  ;  unwavering  courage, 
unalterable  fidelity,  honor  of  the  highest  tone,  unshrinking  for- 
titude— jewels,  indeed.  Such  were  the  qualities  which  anima- 
ted, almost  to  a  man,  the  prescribed  Loyalists,  who,  in  pros- 
perity and  in  adversity,  adhered  conscientiously  to  v/hat  they 
deemed,  and  all  honest  men  should  have  deemed,  their  unmis- 
takeable  duty  to  God,  their  country,  and  its  legalized  authori- 
ties. 

Could  men  nurtured  as  they  were,  could  christian  gentlemen 
have  read  these  scriptures  under  standingly — weighing  well  the 
words  and  intentions  of  God's  laws — and  have  acted   other 
wise  ?     Attend : 

"Render  therefore  unto  C<esar  the  things  which  are  Ccssar^s,  aitd  unto  God  the 
things  that  are  God's,"  said  our  Saviour  when  tempted  by  the  Jews,  that  people 
ever  bargainiufj  to  throw  off  the  iroa  yoke  of  Rome  and  Rome's  Governors.  "L^3t 
every  soul  bo  suhjoct  unto  the  higher  powers.  For  there  is  no  power  hat  of  God,  the 
powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God.  Whosoever  therefore  resisted  the  poiter,  re- 
sisteth  the  ordinance  of  God  :  and  they  thai  resist  shall  receive  to  themselves  dam.na- 
TioN.     Romans  1.  2   xiii. 

Render  therefore  to  all  their  dues:  tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due  ;  custom  to  whom 
custom;  fear  to  wlicm  fear  ;  honor  to  whom  honor.     Romnns  7.  xiii 

Put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to  principalities  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates, 
to  be  ready  to  every  ^uod  work.      TUus  1.   ///. 

Submit  yonrselvs  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's  sake  :  whether  it  be  to 
tJie  king  at  supreme  ;  or  unto  governors,  as  unto  them  that  are. sent  by  him  for    the 
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H-jaahnaent  of  evil  doers  and  for  the  peace  of  them  that  do  well.    1.  Peter  12.  14.  //• 
[loaor  all  men.  Love  the  brotherhood.   Fear  God.  Honorthe  king.  I.  Peter  1.  II- 

\ad  other  texts,  of  similar  import,  in  both  tlio  New  and  Old  Testaments.   - 

How  could  the  New  England  divines,  the  fiery  Mayhew  in 
the  van,  who  preached  revolt  irom  the  pulpit,  reconcile  their 
w'ts  and  the  commands  of  tlieir  Savior  and  the  inspired  apos- 
tles ?  Contrast  with  their  exhortations  and  example  those  of 
•he  persecuted  pro<:p-;tant  ministers.  Huguenots,  of  France. 
Suffering,  compared  wna  which  the  severest  penalties  of  Eng- 
lish law,  even  in  Ireland,  were  merciful,  neither  stifled  their 
loyalty,  nor  awakened  revolt  against  God  and  their  unnatural 
rouatry.  How  gladly  would  they  have  changed  their  lot  with 
the  free  and  prosperous,  but  discontented,  strife-gendering,  tri- 
iheistical  presbyteriaus  of  New  England  ! 


Note  A,     Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  s 
.0  Major  General  Gage. 

"  December  15,  1765. 

"  Sir, — I  had  the  favour  of  your  letters  of  the  4th,  8th  and 
'M.h.  of  November  last,  by  which  I  learn  with  the  utmost  con- 
cern, the  disordered  state  of  the  province  where  you  reside, 
and  the  very  riotous  and  outrageous  behaviour  of  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants.  I  did  not  fail  to  lay  your  dispatches,  togeth- 
'  r  with  those  of  Lieutenant-Governor  Colden,  before  his  Ma- 
jesty, who,  though  highly  provoked  by  such  an  insult  offered  to 
his  governor  there,  is  however  pleased  to  hear,  that  matters  icere 

v)t  pushed  to  such  extremity,  as  mig;ht  have  cost  the  lives  of  man?/  of  his  subjects, 
ind  perhaps  have  tended,  as  you  seem  apprehensive,  to  the  great  detriment,  if  not 
'uin,  of  the  town  of  New  York  ;  particulirly  if  the  fort  had  fired  on  that  insolent 
I  3nd  infatuated  mob  which  so  provokingly  approached.  The  temper  shewn,  as  well 
I  ''?/  Lieutenant-Governor  Coldex,  as  hy  the  officers  there,  is  mcii- 
I  U'  TO  be  commexded.  Ills  Majesty  is  willing  to  suppose,  that  both 
yourself  and  Governor  GOLDEN  have  acted  on  principles  of 
'luty  to  his  service,  in  the  advice  and  resolution  formed  to  put 
the  stamped  paper  into  the  hands  of  the  magistrates  of  New 
York.  *  *  *  * 

Hid  the  personal  safety  of  those  in  the  .fort  alone  been  considered,  lam  persuaded, 
I  ihere  would  not  have  been  a  moment's  hesitation  about  the  defence  of  it  against  any 
I  "tiick  that  might  rashly  have  been  attempted  :  nor  can  his  Majesty  suppose  any 
i,  '<iint  of  resolution  for  his  service,  in  those  who  have,  in  their  differe.nt  sta- 
tions, given  so.  many  proofs  of  their  regard  to  it."  *  *  »         « 

i  Appendix,  VoL  V.     The  conduct  of  the  late  Ministry  Examined^ 
^c.,from  July,  1765,  to  March,  1767.     London,  1767.) 

"  The  riot  raised  on  the  1st  of  November,  in  New  York,  was  so  un- 
provoked, and,  in  its  consequences,  so  dangerous  a  defiance  and  attack 
•^n  government,  that  the  account  which  was  published  of  it  by  themselves 
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\ 
is"  hereto  aanexedjbeing  "Extracts  from  Newspapers,"  publislie'l  ir,  > 
New  .York,  Noveuil.iLT  4,  17G5.  '  ^ 

"  The  late  cxtr;ior<linary  aud  unprecedcnt^sd  preparation?  in  For  • 
George,  and  the  socuriiiu'  the  ytanij^ed  paper  in  thrvt  garrison,  havinj 
greatly  alarmed  and  dl.'^rtlcasod  the  inhabitants  of  tliis  city,  a  vast  num- 
ber of  them  assem])led  last  Friday  evcniug  iu  the  Conmions,  trom  •wiioni  • 
they  marched  down  the  Fly  "(preceded  by  a  mmibcr  of  lights)  and  haviri; 
stopped  a  few  minutes  at  the  coffee-house,  proceeded  to  the  Fort  wall-. 
' when  they  broke  open  the  stable  of  the  Lieutenant  CI  ovcrnor,  took  on: 
his  coach,  and,  after  carrying  the  same  through  the  principal  streets  ot 
the  city  in  triumph,  marched  to  the  Commons,  where  a  gallows  was  erect- 
ed, at  one  end  of  which  was  suspended  the  effigy  of  the  person  who-f 
property  the  coach  was  :  in  his  right  hand  he  held  a  stamped  bill  of  Li'l- 
ing,  aud  on  his  breast  was  ailiscd  a  paper  with  the  following  inscription  : 
The  Rebel  Drummer  in  the  year  1765,  (false,  as  his  biography  has 
proYcn_)  ;  at  his  back  was  fixed  a  drum,  the  badge  of  his  profession  ;  n: 
the  other  end  of  the  gallows  hung  the  figure  of  the  Devil,  a  proper  com- 
panion for  the  other,  as  it  is  supposeil  it  was  entirely  at  his  instigation  he 
acted  ;  after  they  had  hung  there  a  considerable  time,  they  carried  tlit- 
effigies  with  gallows  entire,  being  preceded  by  the  coach,  in  a  grand  pro- 
cession, to  the  gate  of  the  Fort,  v,-horc  it  remained  for  some  time  ;  from 
whence  it  was  removed  to  the  Bowling-Green,  under  the  muzzles  of  the 
fort-guns,  where  a  bonfire  was  immediately  made,'  and  the  Drummer, 
Devil,  Coach,  &c.,  were  consumed,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  some 
tiiousands  of  spectators ;  and,  we  make  no  doubt,  but  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  and  his  friends  had  the  mortification  (as  if  the  outr:ige  of  a 
mob  could  mortify  an  honest  man  )  of  viewing  the  whole  proceeding  from 
the  ramparts  of  the  Fort.  But  tlie  business  of  the  night  not  being  yet 
concluded^  the  whole  body  proceeded  with  the  greatest  decency  and  good 
order  [!  !  ?  r]  to  Vauxhall,  the  house  of  Major  James,  who,  it  was  re- 
ported, was  a  friend  to  the  Stamp  Act,  and  had  been  over  officious  in  bis 
duty,  from  whence  they  took  every  individual  article,  to  a  very  consider- 
able amount,  and  having  made  another  bonfire,  the  whole  was  consumed 
in  the  flames,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  every  person  present ;  after 
which  they  dispersed,  and  every  man  went  to  his  respective  habitation. 
S^*Thc  whole  affair  [stealing,  malignant  insult,  plunder  and  destruction 
of  property]  was  conducted  with  such  decorum,  [See  Note  B.,\  that  not 
the  least  accident  happened. =^38  [P"ge  89,  Text,  and  Pages  XLYIII, 
aL,  Appendix,  Ibid.] 

*'In  this  riot  the  lieutenant-governor  had  been  abused,  insulted  and 
plundered  ;  aud  Major  James,  attor  suffering  the  same  violence,  had  been 
obliged  to  withdraw  himself  from  their  fury,  by  taking  refuge  on   board  a 


Note  B- 

As  a  proof  of  the  order,  honesty,  and  decorum  displayed  by  the  "Whig? 
or  Patriots  read  the  Extracts  immediately  following,  relating  what  took 
place  about  the  same  tim'e  in  Boston. 

"The  Lieutenant-governor  ('Hutchinson,)  had  been  apprised,  th^* 
there  was  an  evil  spirit  gone  forth  against  him  ;  but,  beirig  amscimis  that 
he  had  not  in  the  least  deserved  to  be  made  a  partijj  in  regard  to  the.  Stamp- 
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jhip,  and  to  leave  a  country,  in  which  "no  objection  could  be  made  to 
him,  bat  his  daring  to  put  the  kincj's  fort  into  a  state  of  defence  against 
the  sovereign  lords,  the  people,  aG  they  styled  themselves;  and  for  which 
-rfence  they  resolved  to  make  him  an  example  of  their  displeasure." — 
.See  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Conway,  dated  Dec.  13th,  1765.  Page  89, 
Text,  Ibidjj  (Sentences  in  (  )  by  J.  "W.  deP.)   Now   read   Bancroft 

lod  see  how  he  picks  out  word;;  and  sentences  to  sully  that  Licutaut-gov- 
prnor's  and  that  Major  James'  fair  fame.  Are  his  authorities  any  better 
than  mine  ?     (J.  P.  deP.) 


Ad  or  the  custom-houj^c,  he  rested  in  full  security  that  the  mob  would 
nut  attack  him  ;  and  he  was  at  supper  with  his  family  when  he  received 
advice  that  the  mob  was  coming  to  him.  He  immediately  sent  away  his 
children,  ond  dpfermhir.d  to  sfoy  hi  the  Iiouse  himself :  but,  happily,  his  el- 
dest daughter  retuucd,  and  declared  nhe  would  not  stir  from  the  house, 
unle.ss he  weut  with  her;  by  which  means  she  got  him  away,  which  wag 
undoubtedly  the  occasion  of  saviui:  his  life.  Fm'  as  some  of  the  mob  had 
^•ot  into  the  house,  with  a  most  irresistible  fury  they  immediately  looked 
about  for  him,  to  murder  him,  and  even  made  diUgent  inq^uiry  whither  he 
was  gone. 

They  went  to  u'nrk  with  a  rage  srarre  to  he.  cremflified  bii  the  most  savage 
people.  Every  tliiug  movable  wa.s  destroyed  in  the  most  minute  manner, 
except  such  things  of  value  as  irere  irorth  earniing  off ;  among  which  were 
near  £1000  sterling,  in  specie,  besides  a  great  quantity  of  family  plate, 
&e.  But  the  loss  to  be  most  lamented  is,  that  there  was  in  one  room, 
kept  for  that  purpose  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts  and 
original  papers,  which  he  had  been  gathering  all  his  life  time,  and 
to  which  all  persons,  who  had  been  in  possession  of  valuable  papers 
of  a  public  kind,  had  been  contributing,  as  to  a  public  Museum.  As 
these  related  to  the  history  and  policy  of  the  country,  from  the  time  of 
its  settlement  to  the  present,  and  was  the  only  coUectionof  its  kind,  the 
loss  to  the  public  is  great  and  irretrievable,  as  it  is  to  himself,  the  loss  of 
the  papers  of  a  family,  which  had  made  a  figure  in  this  Province  [Mass.] 
130  years.  As  for  the  house.which.from  its  structure  and  inside  finishing, 
'^ccmed  to  be  from  a  design  of  Inigo  Jones,  or  his  succesor,  it  appears, 
that  they  were  a  long  while  resolved  to  level  it  to  the  ground  ;  they 
worked  throe  hours  at  the  cupola  before  they  could  get  it  down,  and 
'hey  uncovered  part  of  the  roof  ;  but  I  suppose,  that  the  thickness  of  the 
walls,  which  were  of  very  tine  brick-work,  adorned  with  Ionic  pilasters 
worked  into  the  wall,  prevented  their  completing  their  purpose,  though 
they  worked  at  it  till  day  light.  The  next  day  the  streets  were  found 
scattered  with  money,  plate,  gold  rings,  &c.,  which  had  been  dropt  in 
'•arrying  it  off.  The  whole  loss  in  this  house  is  reckoned  at  £3,000  ster- 
ling.— It  was  NOV/  BECOMING  A  WAR  OF  PLUNDER  (disinterested  patriot- 
"jm  })  OF  GENERAL  LEVELLING,  (agrariauism)  and  taking  away  the  dis- 
tinction of  rich  and  poor  :  so  that  those  gentleman,  who  had  promoted 
and  approved  the  cruel  treatment  of  Mr.  Oliver,  became  now  as  fear- 
"CL  FOR  THEMSELVES  as  the  most  loval  person  in  the  town  could  be. 
Appendix,  pages  XLV.  a  XL VII-   Ibid— Remarks  in  (    )  by  J.  W.  de 
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-  .;    -;  DAVID   GOLDEN— My  GREAT-GREAT  Uncle. 

Brother  of  my  gt- grandmother,  Elizabeth, "loi/e  of  Petkr  deLancey — of  the  Mill$. 

"Of  New  York,  son  of  the  Honorable,  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor, Cadwallader  Golden.  His  estate  was  confiscated. — 
The  farm  at  Spring  Hill,  Flushing-,  Long  Island,  which  was 
devised  to  him  by  his  father,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Honor- 
able Benjamin  W.  Strong.  He  went  to  England  at  the  close  of 

the  war,  and  died  there  July  10,  1784.  He  was  fond  of  retire- 
ment, and  much  devoted  to  scientific  pursuits,  and  maintained 
a  correspondence  with  the  learned  of  his  time,  both  in  Europe 
and  America.  His  wife,  who  died  in  August,  1785,  was  Ann, 
daughter  .  of  John  Willet,*  Esquire,  of  Flashing.  His  son 
{my  grandmoUicr  Jane  Wati's'  cousin-german)  Cadwallader  D. 
CoLDEN,  icas  a  lairijer  of  great  eminence,  and  one  of  the  earliest 
and  most  efficient  promoters,  in  connection  iciiJi  Governor  DeWitt 
Clinton,  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and  other  works  of  extensive  im- 
provement. He  died  at  Jersey  City,  February^(?)  7th,  1834,  uni- 
versally lamented,  t 

Golden,  John.  In  17S2  he  waa  a  Captain  b  the  First  Battalion  of  New  Jer- 
sey Volunteers. 

■  '  CoLDEN,  Thomas — W&a  e  Captain  in   the  Pennsylvania  Loyalists. 

::^       '  "      RICEfARD,  EARL  OF  BELLAMONT, 

Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  1698  a  1700. 

{To  be  read 'in  connection  loith  Colonel  de  Heer  Abraham  de 
,    ;.     ■  PEYgTER,J  Pages  23a2S  aud  42a4Q,  supra. 

{See  AllerCs  American  Biographical  and  Historical  Dictionary.) 

With  great  satisfaction  the  following  biographical  sketch  is 


=  •  GiUBKUT  Golden  W J LLET  was  a  Captain  in  de  Lancey's  Third  Battalion. 
(Was  he  a  nephew  ?)    Gilbebt  Colbur.v  Willet  was  also  Captain  ia  the  same  corps . 

tJanudry  7th,  1834. — la  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  died  Cadwallader  D.  Coldest,  loug 
on«  of  the  moat  eminent  lawyers  of  the  New  York  bar,  and  a  man  much  respected 
f-r  his  talents  and  virtues  ;  formerly  a  Mayor  of  New  York,  and  a  Me-mher  of  Cou- 
rress.  fie  was  an  early  and  intraate  friendjof  Robert  Fulton,  and  also  his  biographer. 
(^The  American  Almanac,  1835.) 

r  X  According  to  Mrs.  John  Pintarix,  a  noted  antiquarian  on  matters  connected  with 
New  York,  at  one  time,  there  waa  only  three  carriage*  in  that  city,  of  which  Colonel 
ABRAHA.M  DF.PEYSTEE  owned  one,  *  »  «  The  first  carriage  ia 
Nieuw  Amsterdam  was  owned  by  a  dePEYSTER,  (Mrs.  R.W.) 
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presented  to  my  readers,  for  it  reflects  honor  on  my  great-great 
grandfather,  the  friend  and  councillor  of  so  good  and  able  a 
man,  who,  exalted  by  birth,  position,  acquirements  and  repu- 
tation, would  never  have  chosen  his  advisers  and  associates 
among  individuals  deficient  in  standing,  parts  and  character. 
As  mentioned  in  Note  B,  page  24,  supra,  a  token  of  attach- 
ment lies  before  me,  in  the  shape  of  that  beautiful  pair  of  pis- 
tols, the  work  of  Bordiec,  of  Paris,  presented  by  the  Earl  to 
the  Col.,  ray  stalwart  ancestor ;  a  gift  prized  the  more  highly, 
when  I  compare  the  worth,  deep  religious  feeling,  respect  and 
love-inspiring  qualities  of  the  donor  with  the  mental  endow- 
ments and  vicious  tendencies  of  his  immediate  predecessors 
and  successors  piofessing  antagonistic  politics  ;  the  weak  and 
licentious  Sloughter  (1),  the  incapable  Ingoldsby  (2),  the  pas- 
sionate and  bigoted  Fletcher  (3),  and  the  infamous  Corn- 
bury  (4.)         . 


(1.)  When  patriotic  Leisler  and  faithful  Milbourne,  hadj  been  hunted  to  con- 
Tiction  by  their  enemies,  thirsting  for  revenge,  even  SLotcirrER  was  fearfal  of  cut-  ■ 
ting  off  two  honest  and  distinguished  citizens,  whose  sole  crime  aeainst  the  public 
bad  been  their  vigorous  assertion  of  the  rights  of  King  Wiiliaui  III,  and  who  had 
"so  signally  contibuted  to  the  revolution"  which  overthrew  bigotry  and  tyranny. 
"Nothing  could  bo  more  disngreeable  (than  Sloughter's  irresolution)  to  their  enemies, 
vikose  interest  was  deeply  concerned  in  their  destruction  ;  and,  therefore,  when  no 
other  measures  could  prevail  with  the  Governor,  tradition  informs  us,  that  a  sumptu^ 
ous  feast  was  prepared,  to  which  Colonel  Sloughter.  tras  invited.  When  his 
Excellency's  reason  was  drowned  in  his  cups,  the  entreaties  of  the  company,  pre' 
vailed  with  him,  to  sign  the  Death-Warrants,  and  before  he  recovered  his  tenses, 
the  prisoners  were  executed  I"     {S.  H.N.  Y.,  Page  113,  Vol.  1.) 

(5)  Ingoldsby  bad  no  title,  nor  the  greatest  abilities  for  government,  a.nd  vraa 
besides  obnoxious  to  the  party  who  had  joined  Leisler,  having  been  an  agent,  (sufii- 
cient  disgrace)  in  the  measores  which  accomplished  his  ruia.  {Page  1~0,  Vol.  1. 
S.H.^.Y.) 

John,  Lord  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Hurley,  was  appointed  Governor  in  the 
Spring  of  170S,  arrived  in  December  of  the  same  year,  and  died  in  1709-  He  was 
iucceeded  by  Governor  Ingoldsby,  whose  "short  adniiuiatralion  is  remarkable,  not 
for  his  extraordinary  talents,  for  he  was  a  heavy  man,  but  a  second  fruitless  at- 
tempt against  Canada.     (Page  197,    Vol.  I.) 

(3.)  Fletcher  was  by  profession  a  Soldier,  a  man  of  strong  passions  and  incon- 
siderable tallents,  very  active,  and  equally  avaricious.  «  *  *  Under  the  tute- 
lage of  Major  Peter  (called  Quidder  by  the  Indians,  as  they  could  not  pronounce 
his  christian  name)  Schuyler,  (who  had  so  great  an  induenco  ovor  the  Five  Nations 
of  Indians,  that  whatever  he  "recommended  or  disapproved  had  the  force  of  law,") 
the  Governor  became  daily  more  and  more  acquainted  witii  our  Indian  atTdirs  ;  his 
constant  application  to  which  procured  and  presarved  him  a  reputation  and  influence 
in  the  colony.  Without  this  knowledge,  and  which  was  all  that  he  had  to  distin- 
guish himself,  his  incessant  solicitations  for  monei/,  liis  passionate  temper  and  big- 
oted principles,  must  necessarily  have  rendered  him-obuoxions  to  the  people,  and  kin- 
81ed  a  hot  fira  of  contention  in  the  province."     (i>.II.N.Y.,'tVol.  I,  pages  124-'5.) 

(4.)  Lord  Cornbury,  canie  to  this  Province  (N.  Y.)  in  very  indigent  circum- 
■tances,  hunted  out  of  England  by  a  host  of  hungry  creditors,  he  was  bent  vpon  get- 
ting as  much  money  as  he  could  squeeze  out  of  the  purses  of  an  impeceriehed  peo- 
fie.    His  talents  were  perhaps  not  euperior  to  the  most  inconsiderable  of  his  prede- 
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To  him  my  ancestor  owed  his  advancement  as  Councillor, 
and  the  opportunity  of  demonstrating  his  talents  for  govern- 
ment, firmuess  of  purpose,  and  dignity  in  the  exercise  of  au- 
thority, a  position  for  whijh  his  previous  service,  ability  and 
devotion  to  the  maintenance  of  evangelical  principles  prepared 
him  ;  and  never,  during  a  long  and  busy  career  in  the  com- 
mand of  the  city  troops,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Judge 
and  Treasurer,  or  of  any  of  the  other  numerous  public  offices 
which  he  held,  did  Abraham  dePeyster  prove  unworthy  the 
confidence,  regard  and  respect  of  the  highest  born  and  best 
and  wisest  of  the  Royal  Governors,  until  deLancey,  my  great- 
great  uncle,  and  Golden,  my  great-great  grandfather,  exercised 
the  same  authority  in  more  difficult  and  dangerous  times. 

."  Richard,  Earl  of  Bellamont,  Governor  of  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  and  New  HAMrSHiRE,  was  appointed  to  these 
offices  early  in  May,  1G95,  but  did  not  arrive  at  New  York  un- 
til May,  1G9S.  He'  had  to  struggle  with  many  difficulties,  fur 
the  people  were  divided,  the  treasury  was  unsupplied,  and  the 
fortifications  were  out  of  repair.  Notwithstanding  the  care  of 
the  government,the  pirates,  who  in  time  of  peace  made  great 
depredations  upon  Spanish  ships  and  settlements  in  America, 
were  frequently  in  the  Sound,  and  were  supplied  with  provis- 
ions by  the  inhabitants  of  Long  Island.  The  belief  that  large 
quantities  of  money  were  hid  by  these  pirates  along  the  coast 
led  to  many  a  fruitless  search  ;  and  thus  the  natural  credulity 
of  the  human  mind,  and  the  desire  of  sudden  wealth  were  suit- 
ably punished. 

The  Earl  of  Bellamont  remained  in  the  Province  of  New 
York  about  a  year.  He  arrived  at  Boston  May  26,  1699,  and 
in  Massachusetts  he  was  received  with  the  greatest  respect,  as 
it  was  a  new  thing  to  see  a  nobleman  at  the  head  of  the  gov- 


ceseors;  but  in  his  zeal  (bigotry)  for  the  (Episcopal)  CImrch,  he  was  surpassed  by 
none.  With  these  bright  qualifications,  ha  bei^u  liis  administration,  on  the  3d  of 
May,  1702,  assisted  by  a  Council  consisling  of  the  following  members  : — William 
Atwood,  William  Smith,  Petur  Schuylor,  Abraham  De  Pey.ster,  Samuel  Staats, 
.Robert  Walters,  Thomas  Weav»^r,  Samp^ion  >heltnn  Broujrhlon,  Wolfgang  William 
Romar,  William  Lawrence,  Gerardns  F.oelunan,  Rip  Van  Dam. 

His  Lordship,  without  the  least  disguise,  espousin*;  the  anti-LeisIerian  (aristocratic) 
faction,  Atwood,  the  Chief  Justice,  and  Wfavkh.  (see  Page  24,  Supra)  who  acted  la 
quality  of  Solicitor  (ieueral,  thought  proper  to  retire  from  his  frowns  to  Virginia, 
whence  they  sailed  to  England:  the  former  concealing  hinself  under  the  name  of 
Jones,  while  the  latter  called  him.^el  Jackson.  Colonel  Heatlicote  and  Doctor 
Bridges,  succeeded  in  their  places  at  the  Council  Board.  (Pa^e  169,  Vol.  1-  iS.  H. 
N.  Y. 

"We  never  had  a  Governor  so  universally  detested,  nor  any  who  so  richly  deserves 
thf  public  abhnrence.  In  spite  of  his  noble  descent,  his  behavior  was  trifling,  mean, 
and  extravagant.     {Page  194,  Vol.  1.  S.  H.  N.  Y.)  - 
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ernment.     Twenty  companies  of  soldiers  and  a  vast  concourse 
of  people  met   "his  lordship    and  countess"  on   his  arrival. — 
"There  were  all  manner  of  expressions  of  joy.  and,  tQ  end  all, 
fireworks  and  good  drink  at  night."     He  in  return  took    every 
method  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  people.     He  was  conde- 
scending, affable,  and  courteous  upon  all  occasions.     Though  a 
churchman,  he  attended  the  Weekly  Lecture  in  Boston  with  the 
general  court,  who  always  adjourned  for  the  purpose.    For  the 
preachers  he  professed  the  greatest  regard.     By  his  wise  con- 
duct he  obtained  a  larger  sum  as  a  salary  and   as  a  gratuity, 
than  any  of  hispredecessors  or  successors.    Though  he  remain- 
ed but  14  months,  the  grants  made  to  him  were  £1875.     His 
time  was  much  taken  up  in  securing  the  pirates  and  their   ef- 
fects, to  accomplish  which  was  the  principal  reason  of  his  ap- 
pointment.   During  his  administration  Captain  Kidd  was  seized 
and  sent  to  England  for  trial.      Soon  after   the  session  of  the 
general  court,  in  May,  1700,  he  returned  to  New  York,  where  he 
died  March  5th,  1701.     He  had  made  himself  very  popular  in 
his  governments.     He  was  a  nobleman  of  polite  manners,  a 
friend  to  the  revolution,  which    excited  so   much  joy  in   New 
England,  and  a  favorite  of  King  AVilliam.     Hutchinson,  who 
was  himself  not  unskilled  in  the  arts  of  popularity,   seems  to 
consider  his  regard  for   religion  as  pretended,  and    represents 
him  as  preferring  for  his  associates  in  private  the  less  precise 
part  of  the  country.    As  the  Earl  was  once  going  from  the  Lec- 
ture to  his  house  with  a  great  crowd  around  him,  he  passed  by 
one  BuUivant,  an  apothecary,  and  a  man   cf  liberal  cast,  who 
was  standing  ai  his  shop  door,  loitering.     "  Doctor,"    said    the 
Earl  with  an  audible  voice,    "  you  have  lost  a  precious  sermon 
to-day."     Bullivant  whispered  to  one   of  his   companions  who 
stood  by  him,  "  if  I  could  have  got  as  much  by  being  there  as 
his  lordship  will,  I   would   have  been    there    too."'     However, 
there  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  distrust  the  sincerity  of  Bella- 
mont.      The  dissipation  of  his  early  years    caused    afterwards  a 
deep  I'egret.     It  is  said,  that^while  residing  at  Fort  George,  N.  1., 
he  once  a  loeek  retired  prirately  to  the  chapel,  to  meditate   humbly 
upon  his  juvenile  folly.     Such  a  man  might  deem  a  sermon  on  the 
method  of  salvation  "precious,"  without  meriting  from  the  scoffer 
the  charge  of  hypocrisy.     Hutcfunson,  II,  87,  108,  lit),  116,  121  ; 
Belknap^s  N.  H.,I,  301,  304,309  ;  Douglass,  11,248." 
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Mlscel'laneous     Information 

Connected  with  the  foregoing  and  elucidatory  thereof,  gleaned  and  compiled 
from  original  papers  or  such  publications  as  have  from  time  to  time  Jallen  under 
my  notice. — J.  W.  deP. 

LT.  GOV.  GENERAL  PIERRE  VAN  CORTLANDT, 

Son  of  the  Hon.  Philip  Van  Corti.andt,  Memher  of  IL  M.  Coun- 
cil in  the  Province  of  Neio  York. 

[Cflnsert  (B)  after  Van  CortlnmU.Text,  2d  line  from  bottom, 
page  34  supra,  and  in  rearranEcin^  this,  the  dePevsteu-Watts 
Genealogical  REFLRExcE.for  the  printer,insert  the  following  as  a 
note  in  that  connection  :  ''• '  '■  "  ■   '  -'*■''  j^:'-'^^*"--  ^'-  •■^'--  '■ 

General  Van  Cortlandt  was  appointed  Lieut.  Governor  at  the 
^commencement  of  the  new  government,  in  1777,and  was  contin- 
ued in  that  office  18  years  in  succession,  till  1795,  his  fricnd^and 
confidant,  George  Clinton,  being  during  the  same  period  Gover- 
nor. He  early  took  an  active  part  against  the  oppressive  acts 
of  the  British  govermnent.  Of  the  lirst  provincial  Congress  he 
was  a  member :  also  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  New  York.  His  residence  being  40  or  50  miles 
from  the  city,  during  the  war  his  family  was  driven  from  their 
dwelling  in  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt :  but  he  confided  in  the 
justice  of  the  American  cause,  and,  putting  his  trust  in  God,  he 
^  was  undismayed  by  danger.     He  died   at  his  seat  at  Croton 

'  River,  May  \,  1819,  aged  94.      His  wife,  Johannah  {See  IL  A. 

G.,  page  176,)  was  the  daughter  of  Gilbert  Livingston,  (//zy 
grayidniother  dePevster's  great-i!;randfather.)  Colonel  Van 
Cortlandt,  probably  his  son,  married  a  daughter  of  Governor 
Clinton.  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt.  psrliaps  his  brother,  died  in 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,in  1723,  aged  9G.  He  was  a  man  of  exempla- 
ry virtues,  upright,  benevolent,  the  friend  of  the  poor,  and  died 
a  sincere  christian,  with  full  assurance  of  salvation  by  the  re- 
deeming love  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  whom  in  his  last  moments 
he  called  to  receive  him  to  endless  life  and  glory. — West  Ches- 
ter Gazette.     (A.A.B.H.D.)  •■■■■     ■■•'  .      ;, 


Watts  Genealogical  Reference. 

WILLIAM  NICOLL, 

Brother  of  my  great-great  grandmother,  Mary,  (see  H  4th,  page 
4,  supra,)  eldest  daughter  of  Hon.  Matthias  Nicolls,  [NicoU,] 
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of  Islip,  Ijong  Island,  (see  last  1il  paD:e  3,  and  first  II  page  4, 
sapra.)  and  wife  of  Robert  Watts.  Esq„  icho  emigrated  to 
New  York  towards  the  close  of  the  XVIlth  century,  (examine 
page  2,  supra) — viy  grcat-grcat-great  uncle.    • 

See  H  2(1,  page  l,^supra,  and  Smith'sjHistory  of  New  York, 
Vol.  I,  page  123. 

"  Colonel  Benjamin  Fletcher  arrived  with  a  commission  to 
be  Governor,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1692,  which  was  publish- 
ed the  next  day,  before  the  following  members  in  Council : 
Frederick  Phillipsc,  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  {see  Note  C,  page 
5(),  supra,)  Nicholas  Bayard,Gabriel  MienvillcChudley  Brooke, 
William  Nicoll,  Thomas  Willct,  Thomas  Johnston." 

Vol.  I,  page  138: 

"  From  the  time  Colonel  Fletcher*  received  his  instruction 
respecting  the  quota  of  these  colonies  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  he  repeatedly,  but  in  vain,  urged  their  compliance 
with  the  king's  directions  ;  he  then  carried  his  complaints  a- 
gainst  them  home  to  his  majesty,  but  all  his  applications  were 
defeated  by  the  agents  of  those  colonies  who  resided  in  Eng- 
land. As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  had  laid  this  matter  before  the 
Assembly,  in  autumn,  1(395,  the  house  appointed  W'illiam  Ni- 
coL  to  go  home  in  the  quality  of  an  Agent  for  this  Province, 
for  which  they  allowed  him  ilLOOO  (about  ;s5,000.)  But  his  so- 
licitations proved  unsuccessful,  a«d  the  instruction  in  relation 
to  these  quotas,  which  is  still  continued,  remains  unnoticed  to 

*  To  those  who  maintain  that  onr  climate  is  amelioratiug,  tha  following  (^compiled 
from  S.  H.  N.  Y.,  Vol.1.'  Pages  127-'8,)  would  seem  to  prove,  that  although  increas- 
ed cultivation  and  population  may  eil\;ct  the  weather  in  localities,  the  climate  is  in 
fact  the  same,  more  or  less  rigorous  in  certain  years,  but,  generally,  as  severe  in  tha 
XIX  as  in  the  XVIII  century.  In  1693  the  Freach  and  their  Indian  Allies,  made 
an  irruption  into  the  Proviuce  of  New  York,  and  had  a  battle  with  the  Mohawks,  cap- 
turing 300,  having  penetrated  beyond  Schenectady.  Colonel  Peter  ScnarLER, 
whose  eminent  qualities,  as  well  as  those  of  Major  Genera!  Philip  Schuyler,  the 
real  conqueror  of  Bjrgovnf:,  should  atone  for  the  villainy  of  a  dozen  such  as  Robert 
Schuyler,  tlie  great  railroad  swindler,  and  avert  from  an  honored  name  the  infamy 
of  desitjualing  his  crime  as  Schuylerising — avenged  tha  ever  faithful  allies  of  tha 
New  Netherlacders  and  Now  Yorkers,  and  drove  back  the  enemy  in  disgrace.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  at  10  P.  .M.,  tlie  express,  with  tidings  of  this  inroad,  reached 
New  York,  and  within  43  hours  the  Governor,  Fletcher,  embarked  with  300  vol- 
unteers for  the  relief  of  the  frontier,  "the  river  (which  was  heretofore  very  uncom- 
mon at  that  season")  heir.g-  open,  as  has  been  the  case,  at  the  same  sefison,  several 
times  within  the  last  10  vears.  ("Fletcher  landed  at  Albany,  and  arrived  at 
Schenectady,  ItiG  miles  from  New  York,  17th  February,  but  ho  was  still  too  late  to 
be  of  any  other  use  than  to  strengthen  the  ancient  alliance.  The  Ir-iians  in  com- 
mendation  of  his  activity  on  this  occasion,  gave  him  the  name  of  Cayenguirago,  or, 
the  Great  Swift  Arrow-")  Tha  same  thing,  the  river  boius:  free  of  ice,  occurred 
14th  February,  1756,  when  300  recruits  for  General  Shirley's  army,  quartered  at 
Albany,  sailed  up  the  Hudson  to  that  point,  and  the  succeeding  year,  1654,  a 
■  loop  went  up  a  month  (in  January)  earlier.  The  river  is  very  often  open  as  far  north 
as  Hudson  subsequent  to  the  invariable  mid-winter  or  what  is  known  as  the  Janua- 
ry thaw.  Since  that  date  we  bare  experienced  some  of  the  severest  winters  on  re- 
cord.   During  the  Revolution  here,   foot  and  artillery  crossed  on  tho  ice  to  Staten 
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99  ,  • 

this  day.  Fletcher  maintained  a  good  correspondence  with 
the  Assembly  through  the  rest  of  his  administration  ;  and  no- 
thing appears  upon  their  journals  worth  the  reader's  atten- 
tion." 

Vol.  I.  pages  144,  1.59,  160,  173,  185. 

"  ''  pages  18e>al9<)  : 
"  He  was  one  of  the  counsel  of  Francis  M'Kemie,  one  of 
the  Presbyterian  Ministers  ari'ested  for  preaching  without  Go- 
vernor Cornbury's  license.  Apprehended  by  Cardwell,  the 
Sheriff,  "they  appeared  before  his  Lordship  with  undaunted 
courage,  and  had  a  conference 'with  him,  in  which  it  is  difficult 
to  determine  whether  my  Lord  excelled  in  the  character  of  a 
savage  bigot  or  unmannerly  tyrant." 

"  John   Hampton,   his  colleague,  was  not   indicted,  but  M'- 
Kemie was  tried  on  the  Gth  of  June,  1707.     Through  the  abil- 
.ityand  determination  of  his  counsel,  McKennie  was  acquitted. 
See  narrative  of  his  trial,  published  at  the  time  and  reprinted 
in  New  York  in  1755. 
Vol.  I,  page  VM: 

"  John,  Lokd  Lovelace,  Baron  of  Hurlbv,  was  appointed  to 
this  government  in  the  spring,  17US,  but  did  not  arrive  here  till 
the  1st  of  December,  followinc:.  Lord  Cornbury's  oppressive. 
mean  administration  had  long  made  the  people  very  desirous  of 
a  change  ;  and  therefore  his  successor  was  received  with  uni- 
versal joy.  Having  dissolved  the  General  Assembly  soon 
after  his  accession  to  the  government,  lie  convened  a^jievv  one  . 
on  the  5th  of  April,  1709,  which,  consisting  of  members  of  the. 
same  interest  with  the  last,  re-elected  William  Nicoll,  the  for- 
mer Speaker,  into  the  chair." 

Vol.  I,  pages  208,  (see  note  2,  page  64,  supra  ;)     231 -'2. 
Page  234  : 

Whether  disgusted  \\'ith  Governor  Hunter's  prevailing  influ- 
ence in  the  House  or  owing  to  his  infirm  state  of  health,  Mr. 
NicoLL  desired  •'  by  a  letter  to  the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
ISth  of  May,  1718,  to  be  discharged  from  the  Speaker.s  place." 
He  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Livixgston',  Esq.,  3d  Proprietor 
of  the  ]\Lv\oR  ;  my  grandmother  de  Peysters  father  s  covsin  sfr- 
man.  Page  304  Vol.  I,  {See  T,  Sufolk  Co.,  page  50,  stiwa.)— 
S.  H.  N.  Y.  Vol.  II,  page  171.     {See  1st  T,  page  58,  supra.) 

Island  ;  bnt  when  the  armies  were  in  face  of  each  other,  the  intense  cold  prevented 
active  operations.  Col.  Mackinnon.  in  his  work  already  cited,  the  "Origin  and 
Services  of  the  Coldstream  Guards,','  says  the  winter  ot  1779-80,  was  "the  severest 
ever  experienced  in  America."  My  grandfather.  Hod.  Joh\  W.^tts,  Junior,  remem- 
bered it  weil,  and  related  many  anecdotes  of  its  terrible  cold  ;  likewise  the  Hon. 
Peter  Augustus  J.\Y.  Even  in  my  day,  the  North  and  East  rivers  have  been 
several  limes  bridged  with  ice,  so  that  people  skated  and  walked  over  to  the  Jersey 
and'LoDg  Island  Shores;  and  this  pheuomsnon  would  be  of  more  frequent  occur- 
rence did  not  the  numerous  steamers,  particularly  the  ferry  boats,  hinder  the  lorma- 
Uoa  and  lodgement  of  large  fields  of  ice.  The  winter  of  '42-3  was  very  severe,  and 
daring  my  boyhood,  frost  and  snow  asserted  their  sovereignty  for  several  successive 
years.    The  seasons  change  not,  it  is  we  that  change,  and  what  is  more  forget. 


MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  ALEXANDER,  EARL  OP 

STERLING— (properly,  STIRLING.)  ,^, 

To  be  read  in  connection  with  Note  E,  page  22,  supra,  and 
Robert,  (t  1st,)  eldest  son  of  Ho.v.  JOHN  WATTS,  Senior, 
Text,  lines  9a33,  iPage  69,  supra. 

Allen's  American  Biographical  -and  Historical  Dictionary, 
(corrected.) 

William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling,  a  Major  General  in 
the  American  Continental  Army,  was  a 'native  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  son  of  the  Secretary  James  Alexander  (A)  but  spent 
a  considerable  part  of  his  life  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  con- 
sidered by  many  as  the  rightful  heir  to  the  title  and  estate  of 
an  earldom  in  Scotland,  of  which  conntry  his  father  was  a  na- 
tive ,  and  although,  when  he  went  to  North  Britain  in  pursuit 
of  this  inheritance,  he  failed  of  obtaining  an  acknowledgment 
of  his  claim  by  government  (B),  yet  among  his  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances he  received  by  courtesy  the  title  of  Lord  Sterling. 
(C)     He  discovered  an  early  fondness  for  the  study  of  mathe- 


(A.)  James  Alexander,  *  Secretary  of  the 'Province  of  New  York,  and  many 
years  one  of  the  Couuci),  arrived  in  the  colony  in  1715.  He  was  a  Scotch  gentle- 
man, who  was  bred  to  the  law.  Governor  Burnat,  was  particularly  attached  to  him. 
Though  not  distinguished  for  his  talents  as  a  public  speaker,  he  was  at  the  head  of 
his  profession  for  sagacity  and  penetration,  Eminent  for  his  knowledge,  he  was  also 
communicative  and  easy  of  aeces?.  By  honest  practice  and  unwearied  application 
to  business,  he  acquired  a  great  estate.  He  died  in  the  beginning  of  1756.  (Smith's 
History  of  N.  Y.,  151.— [A.A.B.H.D.] 

♦  Examine  Smith's  History  of  New  York,  (S.H.N.Y,,)  Pages  233,  248,270 
271,  {See  Pages  54,  5,  6,  Supra,)  251,-8,295.  Vol. 1.-10,11,12,  21,  25,  29,  34 
43,.'4  50— '1— '3— '4,  84,  155— '6, 168,  189, 191, 234,  257,  281-  (See  Page  58 
Supra,)  310.  Vol.  II. 

(B)  Examine  Wm.  Alexander  Dlee.'s  (formerly  President  of  Columbia  Collegs,) 
Biographical  Memoirof  his  distinguished  grandfather. 

(C.)  He  failed,  as  many  other  citizens  of  the  United  States — indubitable  heirs  to 
tittles  and  to  estates  in  England — have  failed  to  establish  their  rights,  from  want  of 
Ihe  means  and  influence — or  rather  patronage,  the  ruling  principle  of  advancement 
»nd  the  master  key  of  success  abroad,  but  particularly  in  Great  "Britain — necos.iary 
to  overcome  those  obstacles  which  law  and  custom,  almost  as  potent,  accnmuiate. 
If  this  was  not  so  the  apothejm  would  never  have  passed  into  a  common 
proverb,  "Possession  is  nine-tenths  of  ihe  law."  But  that  he  was  the  Earl  of 
Stirling,  and  recognized  as  such,  morally  if  u^Jt  legally,  the  concession  of  his  title  in, 
histories  of  onr  Revolutionary  struggle,  written  by  Englishmen,  and  Englishmen  too 
capable  of  appreciating  the  subject,  13  sufficient  evidence.  One  proof,  among  tb9 
"lany  which  could  be  cited,  lies  open  before  me,  which  will  suffice  here.  Colonel 
MacKinnon  in  his  "Origin  and  Services  of  the  Ccldsiream  Guards,"  at  Page  6.  of 
^ol.  2,  January,  1780,— calls  him  "Lord  Stirling,  the  American  General.  The 
Colonel  of  such  an  aristocratic  corps  as  the  Royal  Foot  Guards,  wonld   ne^er  have. 
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matics  and  astronomy,  and  attained  great  eminence  in  these 
sciences.  In  the  battle  on  Long  Island,  27th  August,  l^TG,  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  after  having  secured  to  a  large  part  of  the 
detachment  an  opportunity  to  escape  by  a  bold  attack  with 
400  men  upon  a  corps  under  Lord  Cornwallis.  His  attachment 
to  WASHINGTON  was  proved  in  the  latter  part  of  1777,  by 
transmitting  to  him  an  account  of  the  disairection  of  Gen. 
Conway  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  In  the  letter,  he  said: — 
"  Such  wicked  duplicity  of  conduct  I  shall  always  think  it  my 
duty  to  detect,"  He  died  at  Albany,  Jan  15,  1783,  aged  57 
years.  He  was  a  brave,  discerning,  intrepid  officer.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  Philip  Livingston  (2d  proprietor  of  the 
Manor,)  (see  II.  A.  G.,  page  163.)  His  eldest  daughter  Mary 
married  Robert  Watts,  (my  great  uncle,)  of  a  wealthy  family,. 
in  New  York.  He  published  a  pamphlet.  "The  conduct  of 
Maj.Gen.SHiRLEY  brieilv  .stated."(D)  3////er,//,  390;  HobnesJI, 
247  ;  Marshall,  III,  Note  V. 


<"»; 


LOYALISTS  IN  THE  BRITISH  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

See  Sabine's  American  Loyalists,  Pages  5a65. 

Sentences  in  parentheses  ( )  or  brackets  [  ]  6?/  J.  W.  deP. 

Examine,  in  this  connection,  likewise.  S.   A.   L..  pages  16al9, 
35,  36aS8,  6  U  76-'7,  86-'7,  100al03-'5. 

M.G.  signifies  Major  General,  G.  General,   B.   G.  Brigadier 
General,  C.  Colonel,  M.  Major, 


''  We  are  now  to  speak  of  the  Loyalists  who   opposed   the 


(D)  He  was  Commissary  attached  to  the  StafFof  G<<aeral  William  Shirley,  Gro- 
v*rnor  of  Massachusetts  and  Commauder-ia-Chief  of  the  British  forces  in  America, 
ia  which  I  ist  office  he  (Shirley)  was  succeeded  by  ?«Iajor-Gen.  J^mes  Abercrombie. 

coDceded  ilia    title,  had  he  not  baea  coQviuded  of  its  appertaining    to    the  clalmaDt, 
William  Alks;a.nuf.r. 

The  JEur[  iif  Cas^iljs,  ray  mother's  uncle,  in  his  place  in  the  Kouse  of  Lordf,  sub- 
sequPiiUy  dt-clared  iliat  he  knew  the  le^fai  heir  to  the  Earldom,  and  that  ha  was  in 
the  Unitt'd  Stiles.  He  alluded  to  Rosert  W.vtts,  my  mother's  cousin-german, 
who  married  William  Alexander's  eldest  daughter,  the  Ladt  Maey,  who  bad  no 
bruthttrB.  (See  ^  isi,  page  69,  supra.)     . 
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Whigs  in  the  field.  Upon  this  topic  our  (United  States)  writers 
of  history  have  been  abnost  silent ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that 
some  persons  have  read  books  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
an  account  of  the  Revolution  without  so  much  as  imagining 
that  a  part,  and  a  considerable  part,  of  the  force  employed  to 
suppress  the  "rebellion,*'  was  composed  of  our  own  country- 
men. The  two  wars  between  England  and  France,  which 
immediately  preceded  the  revolt  of  the  Colonies,  were  caused 
principally  by  disputes  about  rights  of  fishing,  and  by  unsettled 
questions  of -maritime  and  territorial  jurisdiction  in  America  ; 
and  in  these  wars  the  American  people  had  taken  a  distin- 
guished part.  In  fact,  in  aiding  to  put  down  French  preten- 
sions, our  fathers  acquired  the  skill  necessary  to  the  success- 
ful assertion  of  .their  own.  A  large  proportion  of  the  officers 
who  were  engaged  in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton, 
Quebec  (Louisburg.)  and  other  places  in  the  possessions  of 
France,  espoused  the  popular  side,  and  many  of  them  became 
prominent  leaders.  Thus  ('M.G.J  Gridley,  who  laid  out  the 
works  on-  Breed's  Hill  (commonly  known  as  Bunker's),and  (M. 
G.)  Prescott,  who  commanded  the  troops  that  occupied  them  ; 
(M.Gs.)  MoNTGOMERY,Gates.and(G.)  St.  Clair;(B.Gs.)  James  Clin- 
ton, Mercer,  and  (M.  G.)  John  Stark  ;  (B.G.)  Morgan,  (M.G.) 
Israel  and  (G)  Rufus  Putnam,  (G.)  Gibson,  (C.  in  the  Army  and 
M.  G.  in  the  New  York  jMilitia,;  Drake,  (M.  G.s)  Thomas, 
Spencer,  (G.)  Bull,  (C.s)  Bradford,  Zebulon,  Butler,  and  Camp- 
bell ;  all  of  whom  were  generals  or  colonels  in  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  and  (C.s)  Thornton,  Wolcott,  Livingston  and,  (C.  Ephra- 
im)  Williams,  who  became  signers  of  the  Declarations  of  la-. 
dependence,  were  engaged  in  one  or  both  these  wars. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  several  officers  of  merit  and  some  of 
very  considerable  military  talents,  adhered  to  the  royal  side. — 
-Of  this  description,  were  (G.j  Rugcles,  (C.s)  Saltonstall  and 
Gilbert,  William  Stark,  {the  brother  of  John,)  (C.s)  Peter 
Oilman,  Tyxg,  (Lt.  C.)  Hewlett,  (C.)  Brewerton. 

Among  other  persons  of  consideration  were  (M.  G.)  Sir  John 
Johnson  (who  married  my  great  aunt,  Mary  Watts  ;  see  pages 
14al8  supra  ;)  Oliver  deLancey.  (senior  and  junior.)  James  db 
Lancey,  my  (grand  father  Watts'  cousin  germrn,)  Robert  Rog- 
ers, and  WASHINGTON'S  friend,  Mackenzie,  [(M.)  Stephen 
Watts,  my  great-uncle.]  &c. 

It  may  not  be  possible  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Loyalists 
who  took  up  arms,  but  from  the  best  evidence  w'hich  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  I  conclude  there  were  20,000  at  the  low- 
est computation  and  unless  their  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
different  battles  and  atfrays  in  which  they  were  engaged,  were 
unusually  large,  I  have  put  their  aggregate  force  far  too  low. 
Thus,  in  the  fight  at  Bennington,  or  more  properly  Hoosuc,  in 
the  enterprise  of  Sullivan  at  Staten  Island,  in  the   adventure 
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of  Nelson  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  affray  of  Pickens  with  a  band 
of  tories  who  were  on  their  way  to  the  British  camp  in  Geor- 
gia, in  the  battle  of  King's  Mountain,  in  the  four  actions  of  Col- 
onels "Washington.  Marion,  Lee,  and  Sumpter,  the  aggregate  of 
slain,  wounded,  or  made  prisoners,  was  upwards  of  2,300  or 
more  than  a  ninth  part  of  my  estimate.  That,  in  the  various 
conflicts  of  the  ilkistrious  Commander-in-Chief,  in  those  of 
Greene,  Lincoln,  and  Gates,  in  the  south  in  the  recontres  of 
Marion,  Lee,  and  Sumpter,  not  m.entioncd  above,  in  the  losses 
of  Tryon,  Simcoe,  De  Lancey,  Johnson,  and  Arnold,  in  their  va- 
rious actions  with  the  Whig  forces,  or  hastily  assembled  neigh- 
borhoods.in  the  strifes  between  Whigs  and  Tories,  hand  to  hand, 
and  in  cases  where  neither  had  authorized  or  commissioned 
leaders,  another  ninth  part  of  20.000  met  with  a  similar  fate  is 
nearly  certain.  At  the  time  of  Cornwallis's  surrender,  a  part 
of  his  army  was  composed  of  native  Americans,  and  his  Lord- 
ship evinced  great  anxiety  for  their  protection.  Failing  to  ob- 
tain special  terms  for  them  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  he 
availed  himself  of  the  conceded  privilege  of  sending  an  armed 
ship  northerly  without  molestation,  to  convey  away  the  most 
obnoxious  among  them.  Burgoyne  had  been  spared  this  trouble; 
■  for,  as  his  difficulties  had  increased,  and  his  dangers  thickened, 
(many  of)  the  loyalists  had  abandoned  him  to  his  fate. 

Again.  The  estimated  number  of  20,000  can  be  shown  to  be 
moderate  in  a  manner  more  direct,  and  perhaps  more  satisfac- 
tory. This,  in  the  South,  Lord  Dunmore  drew  a  considerable 
number  to  his  standard,  and  Martin,  Governor  of  North  Caroli- 
na, succeeded  in  embodying  a  force  of  1500  men.  Nearly  or 
quite  950  of  Ferguson's  command  at  King's  Mountain,  {See 
Pages  29  a  33  supra)  and  about  1300  of  Butler's  force  at  Wy- 
oming, were  Tories.  Besides  these  corps,  and  besides  Sir 
John  Johnson's  "Royal  Greens,"  there  were  certainly  29  or  30 
regiments  or  battalions  regularly  organized,  officered,  and 
paid.* 

*  The  King's  Rangers  ;  the  Royal  Fencible  Americans ;  the  Queen's  Rauijers ; 
the  New  York  Volunteers  ;  the  Kin;^'3  American  Regiment ;  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
American  Volunteers  ;  the  .Maryland  Loyalists  ;  De  Lancey's  Battalions  ;  (the  Royal 
«r  Johnson's  Greens,  or  the  Loyal  New  YorJiers ;)  the  Second  American  Regiment ; 
the  King's  Rangers,  Carolina ;  the  South  Carolina  Royalists;  the  North  Carolina 
Highland  Regiment ;  the  King's  American  Dragoons ;  the  Loyal  American  Regi- 
ment; the  American  Legion  ;  the  New  Jersey  Volanteers  ,  the  British- Legion  ;  tlio 
Loyal  Foresters ;  the  Oran:^'e  Rangers  ;  the  Pennsyvania  Loyalists  ;  the  Guides  and 
Pioneers;  the  North  Carolina  Volunteers;  the  Georgia  Loyalists;  the  We^t  Ches- 
ter Volunteers.  These  corps  were  all  commanded  by  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels, 
and  as  De  Lancey's  Battalions,  and  the  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  consisted  each  of 
three  battalions,  here  were  23.  To  theae,  the  Newport  Associates,  the  Loyal  New 
Englanders,  the  Associated  Loyalists,  and  O'Wentworth's  Volunteers,  remain  to  be 
■dded;*  Btill  further,  Colonel  Archibald  Hamilton,  of  New  York,  comraandad  at 
OQe  period  17  companies  of  Loyal  Militia. 

Of  the  3  corps  organized  in  New  England,  it  is.singolar  to  remark,  that  I  have  learned 
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r*rfi».  endorsed  "List  of  58  Persons  banished  iu  1779  from  the  State  of  New  York." 
1779,  Oct'r22d.  To  be  read  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  particularly,  and  the 
ili6  ekolchea  of  the  different  members  of  the  families,  referred  to  herein,  living  at 
that  era. 


John   Murray,    Earl  Dunraore, 

GoT'r  N.  Y. 
Wm.  Tryon,  Esq., 


formerly 


1,  Esq.,  ) 
late  Gov.  N.Y.   ) 


^ 


John  Watts, 

Oliver  DeLancey, 

Hugh  Wallace,  { 

Henry  While,  f  Esq'rs,  Late 

John  Harris  Cruger,  |  Members  of  ye 

Woi.  Axtell,  J  Council. 

Ro^er  Morris, 

Geo.  Duncan  Ludlow,  )  Late  Justices 

Thomas  Joues,  ^  Suprem&  Court. 

John  Tabor  Tremper,  Atl'y  Gen'l, 

William  Bayard,    )  p 

James  DeLancey,  ^     ^ 

Robert  Bayard, 

David  Matthews,  Late  Mayor, 

James  Jauncey,  ") 

Geo.  Folliot,  I 

Thos.  White,  \ 

Wm.  McAdam,  )■  Merchants 

Isaac  Low,  j  ' 

.Miles  Sherbrock,         | 

.A.!exauder  Wallace,    | 

John  Weatherhead,   J 

Charles  Inglis  Clark  &. 

Margaret  his  wife, 

Sr.  John  Johnson,  Knight  and  Baronet, 

Gay  Johnson, 

Din'l  Claus, 

John  Butler, 


John  Joost  Herkemer, 

Fred'd  Phillipse, 

James  DeLancey,  > 

Fred'k  Phillipse,  son  of  Fred'k, 

David  Golden, 

Daniel  Kissam,  th'  Elder, 

Gab'l  Ludlow, 

Ph.  Sheene, 

Andrew  P.  Sheene, ^Son  of  Do. 

Benjamiu  Seamon, 

Christopher  Billop, 

Beverly  Robinson, 

Beverly  Robinson  ye  younger, 

Malcomb  Morrison, 

John  Kane, 

Ab'ra  C.  Cuyler, 

Robert  Leake,  .1     " 

Edward  Jessup, 

Ebenezer  Jessup, 

Peter  Debois, 

Thos.  H.  Barclay, 

Susannah  Robinson,  wife  of  s'd 

Beverly  Robinson,  ,  . 

Mary  Morris,  wife  of  s'd 

Roger  Jlorris, 
John  Rapelje, 
Geo.  MuirsoE, 
Rich'd  Floyd, 
Parker  Wickham, 

Henry  Lloyd,  ye  Elder,  Massachusetta 
S'r  Henry  Clinton,  Knight, 
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That  ye  eaid  several  persons  herein  before  uamee'shall  be  and  are  hereby  declar- 
ed to  be  forever  Banished  from  this  State,  &  Ea  and  Every  of  them  who  shall  at 
»ny  lime  hereafter,  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  State,  shall  be,  &  are  hereby  ad- 
jadged  &  Declared  Guilty  of  Felony,  and  shall  suffer  death  as  in  Cases  of  Felony, 
without  Benefit  of  Clergy. 

-I 

[Note  continued  from'preceding  page.] 

The  names  of  these  various  corps,  and  the  names  of  upwarc^s  of  500  officers  who 
were  attached  to  them,  will  be  found  in  this  volume.  If  the  body  raised  by  Lord 
Dunmore  be  computed  at  500,  and  if  each  of  the  above  regiments  or  battalions,  in- 
cluding the  "Royal  Greens,"  be  supposed  to  have  numbered  400,  the  whole  num- 
i^r  will  amount  to  more  than  16,000.  To  the  force  thus  ascertained  wilh  some  de- 
free  of  accuracy,  we  have  yet  to  add  the  predatory  bands,- which  were  almost  in- 
numerable iu  some  sections  of  the  country,  aud  during  some  periods  of  the  conflict, 
*nd  those  who  entered  the  naval  service,  those  who  enlisted  in  privateers,  and  those 
who  in  the  Carolinas  carried  on  the  exterminating  warfare  described  by  Genera! 
Greene.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  they  must  have  formed 

!ns  than  of  most  (Yankee  cunning  1)  others.  The  Wentworth  Volunteers  enlisted  in  New 
Hiinpshire,  coald  not,  I  suppose,  have  been  a  body  of  men  of  much  efficiency.  //  Lhq/  per- 
f-rr^ed  anyeiploit  other  then  tJt at  of  carrym^r  off  from  Connecticut,  a  "rebei"  minister  andhn 
^on^egation.  and  the  horsei  anipUlions  of  ike  good  daines  who  had  g-oneto  meeting.  History  hat 
«3f  done  themjutzice.  The  Rhode  Island  iroi^ps  or  •'Newport  Associates."  consisted,  possibly,  of 
J^ci^.mp&nies.  "Tne  Loyal  New  Enelsnders,"  were  commar-.led  by  Colonel  Wightman,  but 
'■-Sir  numbers,  and  with  two  exceptions,  the  names  of  their  officers,  have  not  been  ascertained. 
'^VM  62-3,  5.  ^.2..)  '  ,• 
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NUMBER  OF  BUILDINGS,  &c.,  in  the  City  of  NEW  YORK 

I 
In  1733.  1752.  1755,  1762,  1765,  &c.   ,         | 

In  June  1733,  Mr.  James  Lyn©  counted  all  the  buildings  iu  the  city,  vix.  1473.  ^ 

In  June,  1752.     Mr.  VVm.  Ale.xander  (now  Earl  of  Stirling)  took  an  Acc't  of  the        i 
Buildings  in  the  City  of  New  York,  as  follows  :  ^ 

,.;■•:,•  \      \ 

1991  Dwelling  Houses,  ._  } 

207  Store  Houses,^  including  24  Tan  Houses,  .^  t 

150  Stables,  '  '   .,'_...''"''.,.;'      ,  ! 

25  Publick  Buildings  including  Marketa,  ' 

10  Distilling  Houses, 

2  Sugar  Houses,  ... 

4  Brew  Houses,  '"'^'*'     ''''"  i 

4  Ropo  Walks,  '    •' '     '"'  ' 


2393  Total,  exclusive  of  the  Outward. 

(In  July  1752.      A  Gentleman  in  Philaa  (Philadelphia)  Writes  that  the  Number         ' 
of  Dwelling  Houses  iu    Phila:  (Philadelphia)  in  1750  was  2071,    and    reckons 
the  increase  to  June  1752,  to  be — 129,  which  make  2200.) 

The  following  is  Copy,  of  Part  of 'a  N.  Y.  News  Paper  w.ch  seems  to  have 
been  printed  in  February,  1762  : 
"  Upon  a  Survey  taken  the    last  Week  by  Proper  Persons,  of  the  Number  of 
Dwellinss  in    this  City,  on   closing    the  Lists  there  appeared  as  follow  since  the 
Year  1755. 

In  1755  Dweii'gs.  In  1762.  Dwellings. 

Dock  Ward  contained        236  Dock  Ward  221 

North  Ward  312  North  Ward  484 

Montgomeries  455  Montgomeries  512  ; 

South  Ward  206  South  Ward  213 

East^Ward  385  East  Ward  392  * 

West  Ward  427  West  Ward  720  ' 

2031  2542 

Outward  169  Outward  195 

'  2200  •  2737 

By  &  Copy  of  a  Return  of  Inhabitants  in  the  Province    of  New   York   taken  in 

pursuance  of  a  Warrant  from  Governor  Clinton,  dated  24th  May,  1746, 
The  City  and  County  of  New   York  contained    12,017  White  &  Black  Inhab'tB. 

In  1731  -     -     there  were  but     -         -         -         -    8,622     do       &     do  | 

: ,  . X 

K  numerous  body,  for  if,  as  he  says,  "thouaands"    were  siain,  "thousanda"  were  of  i 

course  engaged  in  the  murderous  conflicts.  f 

.*  »  *         it-  »-«  »  *  «  •  I 

'    At  the  peace,  the  Royalist  corps  was   disbanded.     A    few   of  the  officers   were 
transferred    to    the   regular   army,    and  continued  in  service  for  life  ;  but  the  great  '- 

majority  were  less  fortunate,  and,  while  some  of  the  highest  rank  went  to  England, 
others,  in  departing  into  banishment,  were  compelled  to  seek  for  homes  in  regions 
•parely  peopled,  and,  as  many  of  them  imagined,  hardly  habitable.  *  «  «  • 
*  *  The  Loyalista  officers  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  when  their  corps  weT« 
disbanded,  retired  on  half-pay.  This  stipend  they  received  during  life,  and  they 
also  received  orranU^  of  laud  according  to  their  radk.  Such  is  the  fact  with  regard 
to  those  who  settled  iu  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  other  parts  of  British 
North  America,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  thai  all  were  treated  alike.  Many  too,  held  } 

leeponsible  aud  lucratjve  civil  otnces,  and  some  even  administered  the  government  of  | 

the  Colonies  in  which  they  resided. 
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Number  of  Houses  in  New  York  in  1765.  .r.-f} 

Eastward,  521  -n-lrv", 

North  ditto,  487  .-*ri  b  >  .<i 

■.jf.JtiM- 


South  ditto, 

314 

West  ditto, 

680 

Outward,  exclusive  of  the 

J  270 

District  of  Harlem 

Dock  do 

287      , 

Montgomerie  ditto 

664 

..  .'••'.1    .•  i''     "^       . ..   ■• . 

3223  Total 

•    ADDITIONAL    INFORMATION. 

[In  connection  with  JAMES  dePEYSTER.     (Seepage  29  su- 
pra, particularlt/,  and  pages  29^34  general!  jj,)    from   the    old, 

ORIGINAL,  MANUSCRIPT.] 

1747-8.  February  6th.  This  Day  James  D'Peyater,  aged  22  yre,  and  was  Mar- 
ried to  Sarah  Reade,  (who  on  the  10  Aug'st  followiDg  aged  24  years.^  The  Cere- 
mony Performed  by  the  Rev'd  Henry  Barckley. 

Margaritt  D'Peyster  was  Bern  on  Wednesday  ye  18  February,  1749,  half  an 
hour  after  9  at  night,  and  was  Baptized  at  home  the  Sunday  loHowing  by  ye  Rev'd 
Henry  Barckley,  her  Sureties  Jos:  &.  Ann  Reade  &  Mother  D'Peyster. 

Ann  Adriana  D'Peyster  was  born  on  Tuesday  GOjApril  1751,  at  5  clock  in  the 
Morning,  and  was  Baptized  at  home  on  Wednesday  ye '2"2d  May  by  the  Rev'd  Hen- 
ry Barckley,  her  Sureties  Adrian  D'Peyster  Vaiiderhulst,  Aon  Reade  and  Father 
D'Peyster,  and  Departed  this  Lite  ye  20  July  following  at  3  o'clock  Sunday  morn- 
ing, was  buried  ia  the  Family  Vault  in  the  English  {Trinity)  Church  Yard. 

Abraham  D'Peyster  was  born  ou  Sunday  ye  18  February,  1753,  half  au  hour  af- 
ter 8  at  night,  was  Baptized  at  home  ou  Friday  2  March  following,  by  the  Rev'd 
Henry  Barckley,  his  Sureties  Father  D'Peyster,  Lawxe  Reade  &.  Margaret  Axtell. 

Jos.  Reade  D'Peyster  was  born  on  Monday  8  Apriil  1754,  a  3-4  after  8  at  night , 
was  Baptized  at  home  ou  Wednesday  24  Instant  by  the  Rev'd  Henry  Barckley,  his 
Sureties  Jos:  Reade,  Fred:  DePeyster  «fe  Eve  D'Peyster. 

James  D'Peyster  was  born  on  Sunday  16  May  1755  half  an  hour  after  4  in  the 
Morning,  was  Baptized  at  home  ou  Wednesday  the  20  Instant  by  ye  Rev'd  Henry 
Barckley,  his  Sureties  Is'c  Chambers,  Gerrit  Van  Home  &  Catharine  Livingston,  & 
Departed  this  Life  the  5  June  following  at  10  Clock  Thursday  Morning,  was  buried 
the  Next  Day  in  the  Family  "V^ault  in  the  English  Church  i'^ard. 

Ann  D'Peyster  was  Born  on  teusday  24  Aug:t  1756,  25  Minutes  after  3  in  ye  Af- 
ternoon, was  Baptized  at  home  on  Friday  10  September  following  by  ye  Rev'd 
Henry  Barckley,  her  Sureties  Ann  Reade,  Gerrit  Van  Home  ic  John  Livingston. 

James  D'Peyster  was  Born  on  Satunfay  3  December  1757,  at  9  o'clock  Saturday 
Morning,  was  Baptized  at  home  on  Wednesday  21  Instant  by  the  Rev'd  Sam'il 
Achmudy,  his  Sureties  Matthew  Clarksou,  Jos:  Reade  Jun'r  &  Elizabeth  D'Peyster 

Frederick  D'Peyster  was  Born  on  Sunday  Evening  10  Dfecember  1758  quarter  of 
»nhour  after  9,  was  Baptized  at  home  on  Wednesday  ye  2  January  1759,  by  the 
Rev'd  Henry  Barckley,  bis  Sureties  Dan'll  Horsemandeu,  Fred  DePeyster  k.  Mary 
DePeyeter. 
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Lawrence  Reade  D'P«yster  was  Bora  on  thnrsday  21  February  1760,  45  mia. 
utce  after  one  P.  M.,  was  Baptized  at<  Home  on  Wednesday  26  March  following  br 
Rev'd  Henry  Barclay,  hi*>  Sureties  Lawreuco  Reade,  James  Van  Cdrtlandi  vV 
Eliz'h  Coventry,  &  Departed  this  Life  on  thursday  24  June  1761,  was  buried  ih* 
next  Day  in  ye  Family  Vault  in  tha  English  Churchyard.  tCTN.  B.  Weighe.1 
when  First  Born  23  lb. 

Sarah  DTeyster  was  Born  on  Sunday  Mornine:  the  20  September  1761,  wa'i 
Babtized  at  Home  on  Wednesday  7  Octobisr  following  by  the  Rev'd  Henry  Barck- 
lay.  her  Sureties  Lawrence  Keade,  Margaret  Axtell  &  Mary  Reade. 

Lawrence  Reade  was  Born  on  Wednesday  D  March  1763  half  an  hour  after  7  iu 
the  Evening,  was  Babtized  at  Home  on  Friday  27  of  March  by  the  Rev'd  Henrj- 
Barckley,  bis  sureties  Law'e  Reade,  Gerrit  Van  Home  &  Catharine  Livingston. 

Mary  Reade  D'Peyster  was  born  on  Wednesday  18  September  1765  (10  minutes 
after  Gin  the  evening),  was  Babtized  (at  Home)  on  Wednesday  9  October  following 
by  the  Rev'd  Sam'II  Achmudy  ;  her  Sureties  John  Reade,  Ann  Chambers  «k  Mary 
Reade. 

Elizabeth  D'Peyster  was  horn  on  Sunday  17  January  1760  (11  O'CIock  at  Night), 
was  Babtized  in  the  oldEnclish  Church  on  Wednesday  27  of  S'd  Month  by  ye  Rev:d 
Jno.  Ogilvie,  her  Sureties  Eiiz'lh  Van  Conrtlandt,  Margaret  D'Peyster  &  Fred:  Jay. 

Lawrence  Reado  Departed  this  Life  on  Sunday  Morning  at  one  O'CIock  ye  20th 
January  1771,  was  Buried  the  Next  Day  in  the  family  Vault  in  the  old  English 
Church  Yard  :  M  8. 

1776,  Aug.  2.  My  Son  Joseph — Daughter  Ann  Reade  D'Peyster  was  Born. 
1780,  April  19th.  My  Daughter  Margaret — Daughter  Margaret  was  Born. 
1790,  August  18th.    My  Daughter  Mary's  son  James  was  Born. 


1     y  ".tA  ■»»'.v  . 
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DE  PEYSYER  ARMS  AND  LIVERY.  .. 

1599al786  (al854.)  "^  "^i^X- 

The  following  communicatiou  is  interesting  as  well  as  valu- , 
able — determining  the  dkPeyster  arms  and  livery — as  used  by 
De  Heer*  Abraham  deFeyster,  the  Acting  Governor  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  1700,— as  far  back  as  1599.  It  also  proves  the  rev- 
erence and  esteem  felt  and  evinjed  towards  parents  by  chil- 
dren a  century  since.  How  few  sons  of  the  present  day  would 
write  in  such  a  style  of  a  father,  in  a  business  letter,  to  a  bro- 
ther : 

*  De  Heer  is  always  used  iu  speaking  of  tliis  Abraham  DEPEvsTEa.my  great-greal- 
great  grandfather,  not  from  prida,  although  he  was  entitled  to  it,  bat  to  distinguith 
bim  from  his  son,  the  Treasurer,  Abraham  dePeystbr,  (my  groat-great  grandfather. 
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New  York,  December  4th,  1786. 
I  have  had  a  pressing  conversation  with  our  esteemed  Par- 
ents to  determine ally  respecting  ye   decision   we've 

long  wished  for.  Papa,*  in  compliance  gave  me  the  indul- 
I'cnce  to  assist  while  he  went  thro'  a  severe  search  of  iaraily 
papers  (so  far  back  as  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  (187) 
years  from  the  date  of  the  intelligence,  and  we  find  that  the 
Seal!  of  present  family  of  DePeyster  in  {manuscript  destroyed) 
the  following  impression  {torn  oat)  *  *  ;  also  discovered  that 
from  the  time  of  his  Grand-Father  1  (our  Great-Grand-Fa- 
ther J)  where  it  became  necessary  in  the  Province  (in  his  pub- 
lic capacity  to  affix  his  sealj  that  which  shows  two  sheep  gra- 
zi.VG  and  has  been  established  and  the  livery  had  ever  been  what 
is  at    this  day  icorn — Blue  Coat  with  Yellow  Cape,  Cuffs  and 

UNING  :  the  BUTTON  HOLES  WORKED  WITH  YELLOU'  and  a  PLAIN  YEL- 
LOW BUTTON  :  the  small-clothes  yellow. 

Your  sincere  friend  and  brother, 

James  DePeyster,  Junior.^ 
Frederic  De  Peysteb,  Esq.^  ^^ 

*  James  dePetster.,  (?ee  pa^e  29,  supra, J  7ny  greaf-s^randfather.  This  letter  is 
endorsed,    "  Papa's  i  ecifion  of  the  sea!  and  !iv(-ry  of  the  famiiy,  December  4,  1786." 

t  Ifi  my  po:^session  is  the  old  FAMILY  SEAL,  the  satue  described  at  page  i,  su- 
pra, "dePeyster.  Arms,"  without  the  supporters  and  mcito, silver,  very  curious,  and  of 
elaboraie'workmansiiip,  said  to  have  besu  cut  iii  the  reign  ot' the  bloody  persecutor, 
Charles  IX,  of  France,  (15G0al574.)  by  whose  bigotry  aud  cruelly  ths  DEFEr-TERS 
were  driven  forth  from  their  native  land,  Normjudy — tradaion  says  they  were  orig- 
inally from  French  Brabant,  {See  Note  (13)  Page  XV 111,  supra,)  and  thence  found 
Ibeir  way  to  that  asylum  of  the  oppressed  and  persecuted,  noble,  generous,  God- 
fearing Holland.  Attached  to  this  seal,  which,  whenever  made  ai;d  engraved,  has 
been  .in  the  possession  of  ray  ancestors  for  two  centuries,  in  this  ccuniry, 
is  a  wafer  stamp,  tooth,  ear,  and  nail  pick,  tiie  whole  shuttiiicj  within 
a  guard  or  handle,  to  enable  a  strong  pressure  to  be  applied  to  the  seal.  L'uder  the 
crest — a  linden  tree  (so  considered) — is  a  helmet  standing  forward, with  what  appears 
to  be  five  or  six  bars,  but  which  may  repres^^nt  the  beaver,  a  liitle  open,  as  age  has 
rendered  the  lines  somewhat  indistinct.  "It  (the  helmet)  is  still  used  in  heraldry  by 
way  of  crest  over  the  shield  or  coat  of  arm?,  in  order  to  e.xpress  the  different  degrees 
of  nobility,  by  'he  peculiar  manner  in  which  it  is  borne.  Thus,  iu  Enc:'and,  a  hel- 
met in  profile  is  given  to  geullf-men  and  esquires  ;  to  knights,  the  helmet  standing 
forward,  and  the  beaver  a  liiiie  open  ;  the  helmet  ia  prtfii?  and  open,  with  bars,  be- 
longs to  all  noblemen  under  the  degree  of  duke  :  and  the  helmet  forward  and  open, 
with  many  bars,  is  assigned  to  kings,  princes  and  dukes."  Ou  ^he  continent  the 
helmet,  {heaume,)  is  delineated  somewhat  differently,  Lut  still  its  signification  is  very 
much  the  same. 

Whatever  may  be  the  signification  of  the  helmet,  (clievalier,  knight  or  Barcnet  ; 
gentleman,  ecuyer,  or  Lord,)  it  denotes  the  rank,  or,  rather,  standing,  of  the  de 
Petster  family,  and  establishes  the  position  beyond  cavil. halving  been  u-ed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  family  holding  important  trusts,  who,  as  public  otTiCrrs,  affi.\i-?d  their  seal, 
to  public  documents, the  use  of  which  seal  would  never  have  be-^ii  pennitied  had  sueh 
impressions  displayed  or  implied  any  assumption  of  honor  or  rank  to  wiiich  the  owner 
was  not  entitled,  the  more  particularly  at  a  period  when  all  such  demarcations  and 
•liptinctions  were  guarded  and  maintained  v,;lh  the  utmost  jealousy.  {See  note  • 
DE  Heer  Abrah.xm  or.  Peystfr,  prLgc  23.  supra  ) 

X  AbrahamjdkPeyster — CcloneL — de  Heer — {Seepages  23a27;  4'2d45,  ^c;  93a96, 
supra.  * 

^  James  (2)  dePeyster,  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  (Britiflh)  Artillery.— (-See  IT  4* 
fage    34,  supra,) — my  great  uncle. 

^  See  FREDERIC,  1st,  A.  ^^pagea  34-'5,  supra,)  my  grandfather- 
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William  Axtell  de  Pevster,  E^q.,  '-oldest  both  iu  age  and  descent"  of  the  de 
Peyster  family,  being  the  oldest  son  of  Abuahaxi  (See  V  B.  1.  and  Note  B  Page  20, 
and  supra) — the  eldest  sou  of  JAMEi>,  the  eldest  sou — wrote  me  under  date  of  l-iih 
August,  1654,  that  he  lias  '•the  bigiitl  DePEYSTER  ARMS,  painted  on  can- 
vass, with  the  Liudeii  tree  and  Sheei),"  as  I  describe  tiiom.     lie  adds 

"The  only  thing  of  interest  I  have,  is  a  letter  written  by  Philip  Livingston  to 
my  Great  Grand  Father  Auraiiam  Dk  Pi:yster,  (See  Page  28,  supra'  giving  his 
approbation  and  urgini,'  the  inarr;a?'e  of  my  Grand-mother  Catherine  De  PEVSTe?. 
with  his  son  John  Livingston.  This  Letter  was  written  from  Albany,  June  21, 
1742.  My  father  Abraham  DePeyster,  tiio  oldest  son,  married  Catharne  Livinas- 
ton,  the  daughter  of  the  .said  John  Livingston,  his  likeness  and  that  of  GriuCmother. 
I  have  in  my  back  room  parlor,  likev.'ise,  my  grandfather  (JAMES)  dePeyster,  and 
his  Brother." 

Miss  3LiRGARKT  S.  Hammerslev — my  father's  cousin-german — daughter  of  Mrs. 
Dr.  Hammersley,  {See  Page  (6  tELizABErn)  Page  34  supra)  also  wrote  me  under 
der  date  of  15th  August,  1654 : 

•' We  had  in  our  possession,  a  few  3?ar3  s-inca  the  portraits  of  iwo  children, 
whose  names,  I  think,  were  Jacobus  and  Sarah  de  Peyster.  They  wer?  taken  in 
Holland,  in  the  year  1G31.  \Vneu  v.o  L'^ve  up  housekeeping,  mamrnii  presented 
ihem  to  Mrs.  Gerard  William  Livingston",  ibrmi-riy  Cornelia  DePeyster,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Gerard  D;:Pr.TSTEn.  Wo  kno'.v  noiiiing  of  their  history,  previously 
to  their  belonging  to  my  great  aunt,  Mrs.  Axtell  {See  ^  (;  .3  I\Lvrgaret,'  Page  2,S 
supra)  At  her  lieath,  v/h>'n  her  husband  was  about  returning  to  Europe,  he  left 
them  to  his  housekeeper,  .Mrs.  Banks,  who  had  one  child,  George  Banks,  into  wiiose 
hands  they  fell.  He  promised  rny  father,  ^vho  was  his  r.'edical  attendant  la  his  last 
illness,  that  they  should  be  £ri.'en  to  my  mother,  which  was  accordingly  done.  1 
mention  these  circumstances,  thinking  that  they  may  leod  to  further  knowledge  ot 
the  family  history." 

A  few  weeks  since,  William  dePeyster,  of  the  N.  Y.  Customs,  wrote  rne  as  fol- 
lows : 

"All  ipy  family  papers  and  silver  were  destroyed  in  my  house  in  Florida,  by  the 
Indians  in  1835.  I  have  a  Genealogical  Trpf  oi  our  Family  from  tr;e  time  of 
Joaannes  dePeyster,  in  1653,  {hnrn  2lst  Sept.  165G ;  Sec  ^  *  6  pa^es  22  and  pages 
46-7)  who  married  Anna,  a  daughter  oi  Evert  Bancker;  his  son  William  was  my 
grandfather. 

Mr.  Par.mentier,  a  French  gentlemen,  who  estahlisiied  a  Nursery  of  Grapes  at 
Brooklyn,  informed  me  that  there  was  a  largo  Fainily  of  otir  name  then  living  in 
Franchf-Comto,  a  Province  of  France  bordering  upon  the  Swiss  Cantons  of  Vaud 
and  Neufchate! ;  that  he  iiad  a  law  suit  with  Monfienr  le  Comte  df.Pf.yster,  and 
that  he  was  acquainted  with  a  great  many  of  the  same  name." 

On  the  gate-posts  of  the  former  main-entrance  to  my  country  seat  at  Tivoli  and 
on  tliose  of  my  stable-yard,  in  sight  of  the  mansion,  are  large  Vultures,  carved  out  of 
limber,  painted  while  with  black  beaks  and  luions,  the  facsimilies  of  those  Vultures, 
which,  the  Supporters  of  the  de  Peyster  Ariis  {sec  Page  1,  <S?/prrt,),  formerly  rrna- 
niented  the  gate-posts  of  my  2reat-grat:d-father  Jarncs  ce  Peyster's  '[.'■■ee  Pages 
29  and  106-'7  supra)  residenca  at  Jamaica  'Long  IslaucJ,)  and  now,  or  lately,  .surmount- 
ed the  posts  of  the  garden  gate    of    tliat    Van    Corlluiidt    manor-house near 

Kingsbridge,  occupied  by  Dr.  B and  owned  by  his  Son  w.iio   assumed,    with    its 

inheritance   the  Van  Courtlandt  name.     Wheu,  strong  in  the  tradition  relared  by  the 

family,  I  stated  my    claims    to    Dr.    B he,  set  in  iiis    own   opinion,  ce.Tlared  he 

knew  thai  Admiral  Digby  had  taken  tiiem  I'rum  a  Spanish  Privateer  and  pr^synled 
them  to  the  proprietor  ot  the  .Manor.  Dr  B is  a  fine  old  gentleuian,  and  1  feel  sat- 
isfied believes  such  lobe  the  fact,  but  those  vultures  and  many  family  pictures  found 
their  way  into  the  Van  Cortlandt  lainily  in  this  wise.  'I'iie  dePeysters  v.-ere  Royal- 
ists, the  Van  Cortlacdts  generaiiy  \\  lugs  ;  united  by  marriage  and  the  warmer  boadji 
of  friendship  they  agreed  mutually  to  assist  each  other  and  v/hoever  proved  to  have 
espoused  the  winning  side  v.as  to  guard  some  of  the  heirlooms.  When  ti.*  British 
nrmy  landed  on  Long  Island,  niy  great-grnnd-lather,  fearing,  that  a.s  tho  l;dr)  of  war 
ebbed  and  tlo\^ed,  hi.-*  property  miiiiit  he  piiin(ierr(l  imd  <i',~lroyfd  by  the  marauders, 
who,  vulture-like,  hovered  around  tln^  contending  forces,  packed  up  those  articles  he 
was  most  desirous  of  preserving,  or  which  could  not  La  replaced  in  ca.»e  of  Joss,  and 
sent  them  to  Aucustu  J  Van  ( 'wit'andt,  hl-i  cou?iu-?> nnan,  near  \onl:ers  to    be    heia 
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m  trust  for  him.  The  Whigs  succeeded  ;  the  old  thirteen  Elates  entered  the  contest  as 
Provinces  and  came  out  independent  Sovereitjnties,  the  Royalists  were  driven  forth 
and  when  they  found  their  way  bade  new  faces  met  theirs  in  younger  branches  who 
succeeded  to  those  who  iiad  witnessed  ihe  outbreak  of  hostilities  or  the  first  ominous 
collisions  which    preceded  and  caused   liiem.     Tlius  many  of  the  heirlooms  of  the  de- 

Peysters  were  within  on  the  wa'Is  of Some  two  pictures,  if  I  remember, 

right,  beautiful,  rare  and  valuable  works  of  art  which  now  adorn  my  father's  parlor, 
were  restored  by  James  S.  C.  .'yorri5,'(2ran<i5on  of  Augustus  Van  Cortlandt,  the  elder, 
who  went  out  in  his  sleiijh,  took  tliein  down  from  the  'xalls  and  brought  them  ia  him- 
eelO  cousin-germau  of  Henry  Wiiiie,  who  bequeathed  the  .Manor  to  Augustus  B.  (son 
of  Dr.  B. — )  but  others,  being  unreclaimed,  ilieir  very  origin  and  owuersliipwere  for- 
gotten in  rapidly  succeedin£j  heirsaad  the  incoming  of  collateral  devisees.  (Augus- 
tus Van  Cortlandt  (Sec  ^  III  paa;e  il7  infra.)  left  this  property  to  bis  grandson,  Au- 
gustus White,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Van  Cortlandt,  who  left  it  to  his  brother 
Harry  White.  Thus  were  niany  lost  to  us.  de  Peysters.  As  I  said  just 
previously  ray  father  has  two,  the  portrai'.s  of and  his  wife,  ex- 
quisite productions,  well  worthy  the  prominent  position  they  occupy.*  Wil- 
liam Axtell  do  Peyster  has  some  few  I  think.  All  the  rest  are  appareMly  gone 
•r  scattered  among  distant  branches,  caring  liitio,  and  knov/inf:  less,  of  their  histories. 
Such  must  ever  be  tiio  case  in  a  country,  which,  by  the  continual  coerced  subdivis-  . 
ion  of  property,  sufiers  the  wave  of  time  to  sweep  away  ail  vestiges  of  the  past  in  large 
and  wealthy  families.  Here,  instead  of  meeting  in  entailed  estates,  barriers,  like  the 
almost  inexpugnable  dikes  ot'  our  ancestral  Holland,  tlia  successive  surges  of  Iho 
years  wash  away  the  little  heaps  of  relics  d^^persed  among  and  consigned  to  the 
care  of  so  numerous  descendant.-^,  wlio,  desiiiute  of  that  onentss  which  centr«s  in  the 
eldest  child  OR  chosen  representative,  feel  little  hereditary  pride  and  gratification  in 
their  preservation  and  mainlenanca  and  sutFer  them  tc  bo  engulfed,  as  it  were,  without 
regret  for  the  object  or  siiame  lor  their  own  degeneracy. 


JOHANNES  DE  PEYSTER.  (A; 

See  TI  (*  f)j  rind  note  to  page  G  23  and  pages  16'  7  .supra. 

JOHANNES  (2d) 

Born  21.st  and  bapti/ed  22d  September,  IGtiG  ; — espoused  at 
Albany  10th  October,  IGbS,  ANNA,  born  1st  .ipril.  1G70.  eld- 
est  daughter  ol"  Garrit  Banxkei:  and  Euzaiietil  Dircks,  married 
loth  April  1U5S,  both  born  in  Holland— and  died  about  the 
year  1710. 

JOHANNES  Gth  ^on  and  7th  chihl  of  JOHANNES  DE 
lEYSTEli,  an  emineni;  .merchant  of  the  same  name  (sec 
page  21  supra)  was,  iG92-3,  Assessor  of  the  Dock  Ward; 
lG94-6^.4.v.9«/«;/^  Alderman  of  the  same  ;   lGnS-9  Mayor  of  the 

'Hon.  Peter  Angiisius  Jay  suid  these  were  the  porfraifs  of  Monsieur  de  Peyster, 
•  resident  of  thd  Parliament  of  Rnuen  iu  iVoriuandy,  France,  ia  the  xvi  century,  and 
'•■^  Wife,  thai  they  hung  on  the  v.-aiis  of  a  room  he' often  slept  in,  that  he  admired 
hem  much  aud  aiv.ay.s  urged  my  trr.mdfather  to  reclaim  them— .sf-veral  still  hang  on 
tiie  walls  at  Yoniiers  u-hiie  others  again  are  lost. 

A.  The  list  of  his  descendants  is  from  the  Genealggv  pf  tue  Bancker  family  for 
iboni  ono  hundred  years,  revived  by  Auuian  Ba.nckeh,  1838,  with  additional  iufor- 
'^'ation,  furnished  by  the  politene-sof  Wilu.v.m  De  Pt;ysTKr.,of  Florida,  great-gca'.- 
k'ancson  of  Garrit  Banxke?.,  the  First— 
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City  of  New  York,  a  prominent  Member  of  the  Provincial  Le  •  | 

gislature,  sitting  as  Chairman  of  several  Committees  in  169'J,  | 

&c.  &c.  Captain   of  the  Troop  of  Horse  attached  to  the  New  | 

York  Regiment  commanded  by  his  eldest  brother,  Colonel  de  I 

Heer  Abraham  DeFeyster,  I 

About  the  year  1710  he  visited  his  relatives   settled  in  dif-  I 

ferent  places  in  Holland.  i 

He  had  issue  7  sons  (*)  and  5  daughters  (f)  f 

I 

1*1     JoHV,  born  24'h  July,  16S9,  and  died  without  issue.  | 

2  *  *J     Gerard  "  23  January,  1691         "             "         "  f 

3  t  1     Elizabeth,  born  25th  September   1CD2,   married    Ist  Jacobus  Beekman  f 
M.  D.  (B) ;  2d,  Abrahaji  Boelen,  ar.d  had  S  children.  ■; 

4*3     John,  h^rii  14th  Juii'y,  1G91,  nid  Ann  Schivler  and  had  2  daugther«,t  1 
Anna  nid  Volkert  F^Dow,  Esq:T  2  Rachel  md  Tobias  Ten  Eyck. 
5  t  2     Cornelia,  born  15th  Dec'r,  1695,  md,  1st,  Matthew  Clarkion,  2d  Gil- 
bert T ENNENT  and  had  3  ?oiis  (*)  and  3  daughters,  (t) 
6*4     Gerard,  born  lOih  October,  1697,  md  1st   Mary  Octave  2d   M.   Oakes, 

and  liad  1  sou  John,  and  1  daughter  Anna. 
7   t  3     Anna,  born  24;h  January,  1700,  md  1st,  John  Van   Tarlirig,  2   Hero  £?- 

/t5,  aiid  had -1  children.  | 

8*5     William,  born  l6;h  Octcber,  1701,  and  died  without  issue.  J 

9*6     Abraiia.m,    "    27th  February,  1704,         >'         "  "  | 

lU  t  4     Maria,  "    20ih  J  nuary,  1706,  tnd  1st,  Gerard  BancJcer;  her  cousin- 

german,  boru  IstApril,  1706,  and  had  3  sous  (*)  and  3  daughters.(t)  * 

2d  Joseph  O^aeii,  no  '.ssue  i^tated 

1 1    *  7     William,  bcru  &iti  .May.  1709,  md  Margaret  Keoneott  and  had  6  sons(^)  i 

and  2  daughters.  (,t)  |. 

1*1     John,  born  2oth  April.  1731,  md  Elizabeth  Henry.  | 

2*2     V/iLLiAM.  born  lOtii  February,  1734'5  md    Elizabeth  Bragaw  i 

and  had  2  sons  and  1  daugliter.  i 

1  *  i    John  '  f 

2  *  -2    Philip.  | 

3  t   I      £LIZAnETH.  f 

3*3     Gerard,  born    25th    February,  1737,  md    Elizabeth  Rutgers,  I 

^                     and  had  1  daughter,  Betsey.  i 

4  ■«  4     Nicholas,  born  6th  .\iarch,  1739-40    md,  Isl  Jane  Janeen.  and  \ 

had  2  sous ,  and  ,  and,  2    daugthers, ,  and  \ 

Margaret :  2d    Frances  de     Kay,    and    bed  3  sons  (*)  and   I  '> 

daughter,  (t)  | 

1*1  Nicholas.  I 

2*2  George,  lutl  Lybi*.  AsNK  .Iacksox,  ami  had    1   S'^t  ',*}  N'ichol.^s,              j 

"  .'vniJ  4  daughters,  Fannv,  Mary,  Giioroia.na,  aud  Jank.  ; 

3  t  J  Jane.   '  j 
4*3  William.        ^  j 

5*5     Abr.uia.'.i,  boru  IstNovaraber,  1742,  md  Christia.nna  Baldwin, 
and  had  —  sons  {")  and  —  daughters,  (t) 

iJ  -^  1  Abraham. 
2*2 

3*3  Gerard. 

4  t  1  JAriE. 
5*4  Petsr. 

6*6     James,  born  23d  February,  1744-5,   md    Ann    de   Pevster,  liis 
and  had  issue  stated  2  sons.  (*} 

1  *  1    Ozrard. 
2*2    James. 

(B)  The  fivuealojy  of  the  Eancker  FAiiiLY  for  about  100  years,  revived  by 
Adrian  BsiPcker,  1.^3.^,  says  Jaccu  ;  Holg.\te's  American  Genealogy  H.  A  G  .  Sc« 
Bee-sman.  Pajr"  hT,  .Jacoel's  {Ei^gli.-ih,  James.)  He  was  bcrn  at  Fiush;ne,  Loucr 
Island,  7tli  Ai.gu>l.  I'.c7.  His  sister  Maria  married  Jacob  Walton,  who  built  the 
Walton  House,  N.  Y.,  wliose  sou  'William  married  Maria  niece  of  my  great. 
->^randinother  Ann  Watts,  nep  de  Lancey.      (See  de  Lancy,  H.  A.  G.  Pai^c  116.) 
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7  f  1     Anna,  bora  2d  June  1747,  and  died  without  issne. 

8  t  2     JIargaket,  bora  lOlK  September,  1749,  md  James  BlaneJiard. 

12  t  5  ^  Catherine,  born  '2i2d  July  1711,  md  Hendrick  Rutgers  and  had  2  son8(*) 

and  4  daughters,  (t) 

1  t  1     Catharine  born  1  October  1732,  md  William  Bedlow,  and  had 

issue. 

2  t  2     Anna,  born  30th  December-  1736,  md  William  Bancker  and  had 

issue. 

3  t  3     Elizabeth,  born  5th  June  1741-2  md  Gerard  DePeyster. 
4*1     Henry,  born  7th  October  1745. 

5  +  4     Mart,  boru  2Gih  October  1747,  md  Dr.  Stephen  McCrea. 
6*2     Harmanus,  born  13th  September,  1749,  and  died  without  issae. 


CORNELIUS  depeyster: 

See  H  (*  7)  Page  22  &  23  Supra. 

CORNELIUS,  youngest  son  of  Johanxes  dePeyster,  (See 
Pages  21  &  38  a  42  Supra)  and  vonnjrest  brother  of  JOHAN- 
NES (3rd)  (Sec  Pages  '  Supra.) 

Born  on  the — day  oi' and   baptised  the  4th  October, 

1G73  ;  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  New  York  {Assistant  Alderman  of  the  South  Ward, 
1703-7,1709-19.)  the  iirst  Chamherlain  or  Treasurer  of  that  City 
and  Captain  of  the  5th  Company  of  Foot  in  the  Regiment  of 
which  his  eldest  brother,  xlBRAIIAM,  De  Hcer,  the  President 
of  the  Council  3.110.  Acting  Go'cernor,  was  Colonel;  he  continued 
for  a  long  time  in  various  public  situations. 

He  1st  married  MARY  BANCKER,  (born  1st  April,  1675,) 
on  the  20th  Sept..  1694  had  issue  I  son  (^)  and  6  daughters,  (f) 

1  t  1  Cornelia,  born  lOth  Jnlv,  1695,  aad  died  without  issue. 

2*1  J -UN,  "     30ih  May,  1697. 

3  f  2  Elizabeth,  "     5th   Noveniber,  1G99,  " 

4  t-3  MARiA,(l>t)"     12l!>  November,  1701,  " 
5t4  rvlAUiA,  (2d) "     3dAprii,1704 

6  T  5     Anna,  "     6Ui  April,  1707,  " 

7  +  6     Catharine,  "     I2ih  February,  1710    " 

MARRIED  CoKNELu.(  Dejvin- 

ton  ?  or  D  G  Omgton  .'  or  Dessington  ?  {old  manuscript  unintelli- 
gible) and  had  issue  5  daughters,  names,  d:c.,  not  given  or  any 
farther  information. 
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GENEALOGICAL    RECORD   OF   THE  FAMILY  OF 
JOHANNES  DEPEYSTER,  3d. 

See  H  (*  6  Johannes  3d)  and  Note  G  Page  22  supra. 

Also  Johannes  {John)  DePeyster  Pages  46 — 7  supra. 

From  an  old  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  John  dePeystkk, 
son  of  W.  DeP.  and Brasher. 

Presented  January  1827  by  Col.  H.  Rutgers  to  William  Ax 

TELL  DePeYSTFR. 

Anno      Johannes  De  Peyster  is  Gebooren  tot  New  York. 

1666        In    den    Jaren  onser   Heeren   Anno   1666,   den  21 

21  Sept.    vSeptember.  Te  4  Uren  in  de  Achtumiddagh,  Synde 

IDP     Ouwe  Styi  and  Tot  Compeer  and  Johannes  Van 

Bruchgen   and    Tot   Peet    Jofirou    Margei    ricta 

Steeowyck. 

1670       Anna  Bancker  is  Gebooren  tot  Albany,  Anno  1670. 
A  B      den   21,   Maart.     Denghdaghimorarens  te  7  Uren 
21  Maart.    Ouwe  Styl. 

1 688  Wy  Beyde  Syn  Door  Goodes  genadde  in  den  houwe 
10  October   lyk  sta'ert  Geetredn  tot  Albany  Den   10  October. 

Anno    1688,  en   Getrout  door  Domini  Godefricus 
Dellius  Preduant  to  Albany,  Amen. 

1689  July  23.     Is  Gebooren  ouze  Soon  Genaamt  Joman- 
24  Juhj  NKs  Dengsdagh  Smorgfens  to  4  Uren,  syn  dp  (luwe. 
\/^  ^^'^  andGedoopt  den  24  Deeser  door  JJomini  Hen- 
No.  1.  dueson,  and  Tot  Compeer  Broeder  Abraham   Dc 

Peyster  and   Peet   Moeder  Cornelia  DePeyster  to 
New  York. 

1690-1     .January  19.  Is  Gebooren  onse  twcde  Soon  getiaarnt 

G  D  P     Gerardus    Smaandaghs  tusschen  11    and    Tc   Crcn 

J^o-  2:      Smiddadaghs    oude  iStyl  &  Gedoopt  Den  23  Deeser 

Door  Domini  Hendricus  Selynus  and  Tot  Compeer 

Broeder  William  Bancker  and  Cornelia  de  I'ey- 

ster.  ' 

1692       September  23,  is    Gebooren    ons    Enste    Doeiiter 

E  D  P     genaamt  Elizabeth    Urydairh  avouh    Tusscher.  9 

No.  3.      and  10  Uren  Oude  .Styl  and  Gedoopt  den  25  Deescf 

door    Domini  liendricus    Selynes.   Tot    Compeer 

Duih  Banker   and    Tot    Peet   JelFroun    Elizabeth 

Bancker. 
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1692-3    January  10,  Is  in  den  Heer  onslorpen  onse  Ousten 

DODEN  soontse  Genaamt  Johannes.     Dinghdagh  Sanents 

So.  1.      Omtreut  7  Uren.  Was  out  3  Jan   5  manden  &  18 

Dagen,  &  Bergraven  in  Breeders  Kelder  op  Kerk 

hof. 

1693-4     January    10,  Is  gebooren  owze  derden  Zoon  Gena- 

T  D  P     amt    Johannes  Swoensdaghsmorgens    Te   5  Uren 

No.  4.      oude  Styl  d:  Gedooptden  14   Deser,  Door  Domini 

Hendricus  Selvnus,  Tot  Compeers  Abrm.  dePeyster, 

&  Evert  Bancker  Tot  Peet  Catherina  dePeyster. 

1693-4     Maart  16.     Is  in  den  Heer  onslarpen  onse  Tweden 
De  Derden  soontse   Genaamt    Gerardus,    Yeydagh,    morgens 
GDP     omtrent  2  Uren  Voordagh,  was  out  3  Jaer  1  Ma- 
No.  2.      ent,  &c.  16  Dagen.     Bergraven  oji  Kerk  hof  in  do 
Kelder. 

1695       December  12.    Is  Gebooren  onse  Vifde  Kent  Synde 
C  D  P     de  twede  Dacbter  genaamt  Cornelia,  Donandagh 
No.  5.      Smorgens  te  4  Uren  Oude  Styl  tS;:  Geodoopt  den  15 
Deser  Door  Domini  Hendericus  Selinus  tot  Com- 
peer Breeder  Cornelious  DePeyster  en  tot  Peet  Moe- 
der  Cornelia   dePeyster. 

1697       October  7.     Is  Gebooren  onse  sest  Kint  Synde  de 

GDP     Rinde  soon  genaamt  GRRARous.Donderdagh  Tegens 

No.  6.      deavont.te4.     Uren  oude  Styl,  &  Gedoopt   door 

Domini  Henricus  Selynus.     Tot  Compeer  Broeder 

Gerardus  Banker  &,  Tot  Peet  Suster  Maria  De  Pey- 

ster,  de  Vrouw  Van  Broeder  Cornelious  Depeyster. 

1699-1700  January  21.     Is  Gebooren  ous  sermen  Kint  Synde 
A  D  P     de  Derde  Dochter  genaampt  Anna.  Sondaghsnaghn 
No,  7.      Omnent  te  Elf  Uren  oude  Styl  &  Gedoopt,  den  24 
Deeser  Door  Domini  Hendricus  Selynus.    Tot  Com- 
peer Broeder  David  Provost  &  Tot  Peet  Maria  De 
Peyster  de  A^'rouw  Van  Broeder  Isaac  De  Peyster. 

1701  October  15.  Is  Gebooren  onse  achie  Kint  synde 
W  D  P  de  Vitde  soon  genaamt  Wille.m  Dinghdaghsnaght 
No.  8.  Omtrent  3  Uren  Oade  Styl  &  Gedoopt  den  16. 
Deeser  Door  Domini  Bernardus  Freeman  Tot 
Compeer  AVilliam  Atwood  Esqre.  Syn  Majesties 
Collector  and  Receiver  General  and  Tot  Peet  Jef- 
frou  ailtje — desunt  Cetra. 
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1701  November  2.  Is  in  den  Keer  Onslapen  onse  achte 
WOP  Genaamt  William  Lynde  ee  Vvfde  Soon  op  Son- 
De  Dode  dagh  te  2  Uren  Naar  de   Midclagh.     Was  out- Iv 

dagen  &  op  Den  Deeser  Begraven  on  het  Kerk  of 

in  Broeder  Abrahams  Kiider. 

Dat  mjn  Vrouw  was  bevallen,  was  een  Jongetje, 
No.  9      het  quaem  Yoor  de  Toyt  Seprde  het  9  Kint  ende 
de  6  Soon. 

1703-4     February  20.^  Is  Gebooren  onso  tweed  Kint  Synde 

^J^  ^     de  Sevende   Soon   Genaamt  x\braham,  op  Sonda^h 

■  No.  10     inde  Nomiddagh  Tusschen  3  &  4  Uren  Oude  Sfyl 

&Gedoopt  den  27  Deeser  Door  Domini  Gualhams 

De  Bois  Tot  Compeer,  Capt'n  Isaac  deRiemer  &  Tot 

Peet  JefFrou  Hellina  Du  Bois. 

1705-6     January  18.    Is  Gebooren  onse  Elfde  Kint  Svnde 
M  D  P     de  Vurde   Dachter  Genaamt   jMasia  op  Vrvdagh 
No.  11      Smorgens  te    7  Uren  Oude  Styl  &  Godoopt'  Deer 
10    Deeser  Door   Domini  Vansentens  Anthoeridus 
Predicant  Van  tret  Long  Island  Tot  Compeer  Bro- 
eder Johannes  Banker  (Si  Tot  Peet  JelTrouw  Saara- 
^  Klaver. 

1709  Nay  4.  Is  Gebooren  ons  12  Kint  Synde  8  Soon 
W  D  P  Genaamt  William  op  Woensdae-h  op 'ivladdagh  Te 
No.  12  twalf  Uren  oude  Styl  &  gedoopt  den  8  Deeser^Door 
Domini  Ledius  Pred'icant  Van  Albany  Tot  Compeer 
BroederWilliam  Banckerand  Neef  Pif.-rre  dePeyster 
Aan  Amsterdam  t^  Broeder  Cornelius  Depeyster 
heept  mel  my  in  de  Kerk  Gestaen  hop  het  dcoper 
Van  het  Kint  Tot  Peet  Catharina  De  Peyster  Jun- 
ior AP  dachter, 

1711       July  18.    Is  Gebooren  ons  Derteinde  Kint  Synde  de 
C  D  P     Vytde  dochter  Genaamt  Catharina  op  Woeiisdagh 
No.  13     Snachts  Te  Elf  Uren  Oude  Styl  &  Geodoopt  Door 
Domini  Guallhams   De  Bois  tot   Con. peer   Cosyn 
Philip  Van  Cortlandt  Tot  Peet  Catharina  De  Pey- 
ster &;  Nict  Catharina  Banker  Tot  Amsterdam. 

1711  September  25.  Is  in  den  Heer  Onstaten  Myn  Eu- 
warde  j\Ian  Saliirer  Johannes  De  Peyster  was  out 
45  Jared  dc  4  Dagen  en  ury  waor  dan  Getrounet 
Geweest  22-~Jared  11  Mainde  eti  15  Dagen  en 
Begi'aven  in  Breeders  Abraham  De  Peyster  Kiider. 
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MEMORANDA  OF  THE  VAN  CORTLANDT  FAlfiLY. 
OLOFF  STEVENSEN  VAN  CORTLANDT 

(See  Note  D,  p'^g^  56,  supra.) 

Came  to  New  York  from  Holiand  as  Secretary  to  Governor 
Kieft,  1638.  For  maay  particulars  respecting  himself  and 
family,  see  Bolton's  History  of  Westchester  County,  Vol.  I,  page 
51.  In  1642,  he  married  Ax^-,  daughter  of  Govert  Lokerman 
and  Annetje  his  wife.  Her  sister,  Maria  (Lokerman),  married 
Balthazar  Bayard.!'  The  grandfather  of  Balthazar  was  a  profes- 
sor of  Theology  at  Paris,  and  was  driven  by  Popish  persecution 
to  Holland.  His  son,  there  married  a  sister  of  Governor  Stuy- 
vesaut,  and  had  by  her  three  sons,  viz :  Balthazar,  Nicholas,  and 
Peter.  These,  with  their  widowed  mother,  came  to  New  York. 
Balthazar  had  three  daughters,  viz  :  Judith,  wlio  married  Col. 
Gerardus  Stuyvesant,  grandson  to  the  Governor;    Anna  Maria, 

who  married  Augustus  Jay,    and        ■• ,    who   married  Mr. 

Verplanck. 

Govert  Lokerman  was  an  opulent  merchant.  He  owned  the 
two  lots  opposite  the  Bowling  Green,  west  side  of  Broadway, 
on  which  stood  for  a  long  time  two  low  yellow  brick  houses,  one 
for  many  years  occupied  by  Mrs.  Van  Cortlandt,  widow  of 
James  Van  Cortlandt,  and  the  other  by  Mrs.  White,  v/idow  of 
Henry  White,  and  sister  of  James  Van  Cortlandt.  The  proper- 
ty passed  into  the  Van  Cortlandt  family  through  the  v/ife  of 
Augustus  Jay,  and  was  alienated  from  the  family  only  a  few 
years  since.  ♦ 

OLOFF  STEVENSEN  VAN  CORTLANDT  had  two  sons, 
Stephen  and  Jacobus,  and  four  daughters,  viz  :  Maria,  married 
Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer;  Catharine,  married  first  John  De- 
wall,!  secondl}'  Frederick  Philips ;  Cornelia,  married  Barent 
Schuyler  :  and  Sophia;  married  Andrew  Teller.  Stephen  was 
the  first  Lord  of  the  Manor.  For  his  descendents,  see  Bolton's 
History,  Vol.  I,  page  51.  I  have  no  tables  of  the  descendants 
of  the  four  daughters. 

L  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt,  son  of  Oloff  Stevensen  Van  Cort- 
landt. .  He  married  Eve  Philips,  born  1658,  and  daughter  of 
Frederick  Philips.  (See  Lines  3  &;  4  from  bottom,  Text,  Page 
118,  infra.) 

Children  : — Margaret,  married  to  Abraham  dePeyster,  Trea- 
surer of  NewYork.t  (Unnecessary  here  to  mention  their  descend- 
ants.) Anx\,  married  John  Chambers,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  New  York.  (No  children.)  Mary,  married  Peter  Jay. 
(Unnecessary  here  to  mention  their  children.)  Frederick,  marri- 
ed Frances  Jay.  * 

//.  Dcscendanis  of  Frederick  and  Frances  Van  Cortlandt. 

1,  James,  married  Elizabeth  Cuyler.  (No  children.)  2,  Fre- 
derick, died  unmarried.     3,  Augustus,  married  Helen  Barcby-. 

•e««NoUt.pagtl9.  iqpr».       t Dorvsll  or  Dsrvail  [?]       tSee  ABRAiTaM  2d.  pages  28-9 snpia. 


4,  Ann,   married,  first,  Nathaniel  Marstou  ;  secondly,  Augustus  I 

Van  Home.     5,  Eve,  married  Henry  White.  "'     ''  I 

III, — Descendants  of  Augustm  and  Helen  Van  Cortlandt.  \ 

1,  Ann,  married  Henry  White,  son  of  Eve  and  Henry  White.  | 

2,  Hblen,  married  James  Morris,  of  Morrisania.  i 

(a)  Children  of  Ann  and  Henry   White.  \ 

1,  Ann.      2,  Margaret.      3,  Augustus  (died    unmarried).  i 

4,  Henry  (died  unmarried).     5,  Catharine,  married  R.  Bai-  | 

ley.     6,  Augusta  Harriet.     7,  Helen,  married  A.  Schermer-  ' 

born.    8,  Francina.  \ 

(b)  Children  of  Helen  and  James  Morris.  | 

1,  James.     2,  Augustus.     3,  Mary.     4,  Cathauins,  marri-  i 

ed  Dr.  Stevens.     5,  Anne.     6,  James.     7,  Richard.     8,  Sarah  ) 

Louisa.    &,  Robert.     10,  Helen.     11,  William.     12,  Char-   '        | 
lotte.  I 

IV. — Descendants  of  Aim,  by  Marriage  with  N.  Marston.  '  i 

A  daughter,  married  Bishop  Warburton,  of  Ireland.  | 

By  yiarriagc  with  Aug^istus  Van  Home.  * 

1,  Cornelius.      2,  Frederick,  married   E.    C.  Antle,     3,  I 

Augustus  Valette,  married  Ann  Kearney.  *  4,  James,  marri-  | 

ed  Eliza  Van  Home.      5,  Anna  Maria,  married  Levinus  Clark-  ^ 

son.     6,  Eliza,  married  Stratfield  Clarkson.  f 

V. — Descendants  of  Eve  and  Hem-y  White.  I 

1,  Henry,  married  Ann  Van  Cortlandt.     2,  Frances,  marri-  \ 

cd  Dr.  A.  Bruce-     3,  Frederick,  now  General  in  British  army.  { 

4,  John,  late  Sir  John,  Admiral  in  British  Navy.     5,  Margaret,  i 

married  Peter  Jay  Munro./   6,  Ann,  married  Sir  John  Hays.  j 

MEMOEANDA  OF  THE  PHILIPS  FAJiIILY.  ] 

[From  MSS.  in  hand-niiting  of  Johi  Jay.'] 
•'Philipse  Family. — The  first  ancestor  of  this  family  who 
settled  in  this  country  was  FREDERICK  FLYPSEN,  (for  so 
he  wrote  his  name.)  He  was  a  native  of  Bohemia,  where  his 
family,  being  Protestants,  were  persecuted.  His  mother,  be- 
coming a  widow,  was  constrained  to  quit  Bohemia  with  him  and 
her  other  children.  She  fled  to  Holland  with  what  little  proper- 
ty she  could  save  from  the  wreck  of  their  estate.  The  amount 
of  that  little  not  admitting  het  to  provide  better  for  Frederick, 
she  bound  him  to  a  carpenter,  and  he  became  an  excellant  work- 
man.' He  emigrated  to  New  York,  which  was  then  under  the 
Dutch  government,  but  in  what  year  I  am  not  informed.  I  pre- 
sume it  could  not  have  been  at  a  very  early  period,  because  he 
worked  at  the  building  of  the  Old  Dutch  Brick  Church,  and  the 
pulpit  in  it  was  made  by  him. 

Whether  he  married  before  or  after  he  cd'itie  to  New  York,  I 
do  not  know.  Being  a  man  of  talent  and  enterprise,  he  quitted 
his  trade  and  became  a  successful  merchant.     It  is  remarkable 
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that  his  wife  made  several  voyages  to  Holland  as  his  supercargo. 
He  was  highly  respected,  and  employed  under  both  the  Dutch 
and  English  governments.  He  acquired  the  Manor  of  Philips- 
burgh,  and  other  valuable  real  property. 

After  the  death  of  his  wife  he  married  Catharine,  a  daugh- 
ter of  the  first  V^an  Cordandt,  viz  :  Oliver  Stephen,  who  had 
oorne  to  New  York  as  Secretary  to  Gov.  Kieft. 

Frederick  Flvfsen  died  in  the  year  1702,  and  was  buried 
at  his  Manor  of  Philipsburgh. 

His  Ckildren  by  his  Jirst   Wife. 

He  had  two  sons  (and  two  daughters)  who  survived  hira,  viz  : 
Frederick  Philipse  and  Adolphus  Philipse.  Of  this  Fred- 
erick I  have  heard  but  little.  He  did  not  live  to  old  age.  He 
married  a  lady  from  Barbadoes.  He  left  one  son,  Frederick. 
This  Frederick,  (the  third  of  that  name,)  married  a  lady  of  the 
Brockholst  family.  He  was  a  respectable  man,  and  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  left  two  sons  (and  two  daugh- 
ters), viz  :  Frederick  and  Philip.  This  Frederick,  (the  fourth 
of  that  name,)  I  knew.  He  wa?  a  well-tempered,  amiable  man, 
and  a  kind,  benevolent  landlord.  He  had  a'  taste  for  gardening, 
planting,  &:c.,  and  employed  much  time  and  money  in  that  way. 
He  married  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Charles  Williams,  an  English 
gentleman,  who  held  an  office  in  the  Custom  House.  She  was 
a  handsome,  pleasing  woman.  At  the  commencement  of  our 
Revolution  he  was  inclined  to  the  whigs,  but  was  afterwards 
;periuaded  to  favor  the  tories.  He  was  removed  to  Connecticut 
on  his  parole.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  favorable  to  him, 
■circumstanced  as  he  was,  than  to  be  placed  in  such  a  state  of 
tranquil  neutrality.  On  a  certain  occasion  he  obtained  permis- 
sion to  go  to  New  York  while  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  On 
being  afterwards  required  to  return,  he  very  improperly  and  un- 
wisely yielded  to  the  importunities  of  certain  of  his  friends, 
and  refused  to  return.  His  estate  was  confiscated.  He  went 
to  England  with  his  family,  and  died  there.  He  left  several 
sons  and  daughters — one  of  the  latter  married  Lord  Strangford. 
Philip,  the  brother  of  the  last  mentioned  Frederick,  married  a 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Marston,  a  worthy  woman.  He  had  sev- 
eral children,  of  whom  I  believe  none  are  living  except  one  son, 
viz  :  the  present  Captain  Philipse.  Captain  Philipse  married 
a  daughter  of  his  mother's  brother,  Nathaniel  Marston,  Jr.,  by 

whom  he  has  an  excellent  daughter,  now  the  wife  of 

Gouveneur. 

Of  the  two   dnv.ghters  of  Frederick  Flypsen,  one,  named  Eve, 

married  Jdcuous  Van  Cortlandt  ;*  the  other,  named , 

married  Mr.  French,  an  English  gentleman. 

/DOLPHrs,  the  other  son  nf  Frederick  Fh'paen,  was  a  man  of 


119 
superior  talents,  well  educated,  sedate,  highly  respected,  and 
popular.  Except  that  he  was  penurious,  I  have  not  heard  unv 
thing  to  his  disadvantage.  He  was  a  Member  of  the  Council,  h 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  for  many  years  Speaker  of  the 
Assembly.  He  died  a  bachelor  in  January,  17o0,  in  the  85th  year 
of  his  age,  leaving  a  great  estate. 

Of  the  two  daughters  of  Frederick  (the  third),  one  marrieil 
Beverly  Robinson,  Esq. ;  the  other  married  Col.  Roger  iNJorri-j. 
To  these  daughters  and  to  his  son  Philip,  Frederick  (^?Ae  third} 
devised  the  tract  of  country  called  the  "Upper  Patent,"  which,  as 
heir  at  law,  he  inherited  from  his  great  uncle  Adolphns.  It  was 
divided  between  them." 


Eve  Philips  was  Mr.  Jaj's  grandmother  ;  and  Mr.  Jay's 
own  mother  was  niece  to  Catharine  Van  Cortlandt,  wife  of 
Frederick  Philips.  Hence  the  above  anecdotes  of  the  early 
poverty  of  Frederick  ["Flypsen"  (thejirstj  ],  his  trade  as  a  car- 
penter, and  the  adventurous  spirit  of  his  wife  as  supercargo, 
were,  we  may  suppose,  traditional  in  the  family. 

In  Bolton's  Histor}',  Vol.  I,  page  319,  we  have  an  account  of 
the  family,  diirrering  in  some  particulars  very  essentially  from 
Mr.  Jay's  Notes.  According  to  ]Mr.  Jay,  the  father  of  Eve  Phil- 
ips was  a  native  of  Bohemia,  who  fled  with  his  mother  to  Hoi- 
land,  from  which  country  he  came,  poor,  to  New  York.  Accord- 
ing to  Bolton,  the  father  ofEve  Philips,  and  bis  father  before  him, 
were  both  natives  of  East  Friesland  [Holland],  and  hoth  came  to 
■  New  York.  Frederick  the  elder,  emigrated,  we  are  told,  in 
I65S,  bringing  with  him  money,  jewels,  and  plate,  and  immedi- 
ately purchased  a  large  estate.  His  wife  is  said  to  have  been 
Margaret  Dacres.  As  the  son  was  born  in  1656,  and  the  father 
emigrated  in  1658,  the  son  was  of  course  an  infant  when  he 
came  to  this  country- — whereas  Mr.  Jay  represents  him  as  an 
able-bodied  carpenter.  The  son,  as  has  been  said,  married 
Catharine  Van  Cortlandt,  daughter  of  Oloff  Stevensen  Van  Cort- 
landt.  I  have  her  family  Bible — a  large,  handsome  folio,  printed 
at  Amsterdam,  1656.  The  fly-leaf  contains  the  following  en- 
tries in  Dutch: 

"Anno  1675,  the  3d  Nov'r,  Old  Style,  John  Darvall,  bachelor, 
married  with  Catherine  Van  Cortlandt,  spinster,  by  Wilhelraus 
Van  Nieuwven  Huysen,  removed  to  iS^ew  York- 

Anno  1689,  18th  Feb'y,  Old  Style,  my  husband,  John  Darvall, 
died  at  New  York,  and  lies  buried  in  the  churchyard. 

Anno  1692,  the  sixth  Dec'r,  Old  Style,  Catherine  Van  Cort- 
land, widov/  of  John  Darvall,  dec'd,  is  again  married  to  Freder- 
ick Phihpse,  v^•idower  of  r*Iargaret  Hardenbrook,  dec'd. 

Anno  1702,  the  sixth  Nov'r.  Sunday  night,  at  10  o'clock,  my 
husband,  Frederick  Philipse,  died,  and  lies  buried  in  the  church- 
v^.r i  on  the  i^FTPor  r:i'-"s'>(  ^^hlipsbursh.' 
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In  the  records  of  the  Dutch  Church  of  Philipsburgh,  Westches- 
ter county,  containing  a' statement  of  the  member?,  this  lady  is 
ihns  mentioned  : 

"First  and  before  all,  the  right  honorable,  God-fearing,  very 
wise  and  prudent,  ray  Lady  Catherine  Philipse,  widow  of  the 
Lord  Frederick  Philipse,  of  blessed  memory.'' 

(Knniished  by  tlie  Hon.  (Jiidze)  WILLIAM  JAV.  sen  oi  li.e  Chief  Justice,  and  lirother  of  the  lat» 
Hon.  Peter  A.  Jay.)  ^ 

XOTE. — The  account  given  by  BoUod,  of  the  eml!?ratioa  to  tliis  country  of  father  ani.1 
ion  is  not  reliable.  In  bis  table  of  the  Philips  pedigree  he  §ive«  1656  a.^  tlie  nativity 
uf  the  800,  the  first  Lord  of  the  Manor,  and  he  gives  1657  and  l»'.-jS  as  the  yt?ar«  in 
which  hia  son  Adolphus  and  his  daughter  Eve  were  boru  1  :  Axnltjk  Philips,  siattir 
of  Ev.v  married  Philip  French  in  1784.  Their  son,  Phiup,  married  Snsaciiah  Brock- 
bolst.  7%£<r  daughter,  Str^AN,  married  William  Livingston,  Oovernor  of  New  Jers<jy 
snd  bi.s  daughter,  S.\e.vh,  married  John  Jay.  Thus  the  Ja\s  are  descended  from  Fred 
<rick  Philips  through  both  his  daughters. 

LIEUTENANT  GOVEENOR  CADWALLADER    GOLDEN,    AND 
HONORABLE    CADWALLADER    D.    GOLDEN. 

In  reference  to  Governor  Colden  ( Examinr.  pages  76(192,  supra,) 
and  his  distinguished  grandson,  the  late  Cadwallader  D.  Colden, 
(See  lines  i2al8  Text,  and  Note  t,  page  93,  supra,)  in  the  ^[emoir 
of  De  Witt  Clinton,  published  by  Dr.  David  Hosack,  in  1829, 
the  following  extracts  will  show  his  estimation  of  both  on  the 
subject  of  the  union  of  the  Lakes  with  the  Atlantic,  by  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Erie  Canal : 

In  his  review  of  the  incidents  and  measures  which  led  to  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  work,  Dr.  Hosack  suggests  the 
question,  Who  first  projected  the  system  of  inland  navigation 
from  the  Lakes  to  the  Hndson  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  who 
.were  the  instruments  of  its  accomplishment  r  He  then  pro- 
ceeds as  follows: — 

"The  contributors  to  canal  navigation  in  the  state  of  New  York 
may  be  considered  as  consisting  of  four  great  classes:  fn  the 
first  may  be  enumerated  those  foreseeing  and  predicting  from  the 
general  face  of  the  country  the  union  of  the  lakes,  the  creeks 
and  rivers  of  the  West  by  measures  calculated  to  remove  ob- 
structions, improve  the  natural  navigation  then  existing,  and  ul- 
timately, by  different  outlets,  to  connect  the  same  with  the  ocean. 
In  this  class  the  names  of  CADWALLADER  COLDEN,  [jiiy  gr. 
gr.  grandfather,  de  P.]  Sir  Henry  :\Ioore,  George  Washington, 
George  Clinton,  and   Gouverneur  Morris,   are  prominent." 

"Passing  over  the  early  views  which  the  face  of  the  country 
suggested  to  the  first  settlers  and  traders  who  necessarily  occu- 
pied the  northern  and  western  parts  of  this  state,  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  Cadwallader  Colden,  the  Snrvcijor  General  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  afterwards  elevated  to  the  office  of  its 
Lievtenatit  Governor,  our  acknowledgments  are  due  as  among  the 
'  first  to  foresee  and  predict  the  great  results  that  have  been  real- 
ized.    He  appears,  at  the  very  early  period  of  1724,   To  have 
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conceived  the  grand  and  elevated  sckeme  of  internal  improve- 
ment, in  some  degree  corresponding  with  that  which  has  been 
adopted  and  carried  into  operation  ;  for  even  at  that  time  hi» 
views  embraced  a  line  of  communication  from  the  Hudson  by 
the  Lakes  to  the  Mississippi  and  the  ocean.  In  his  report  on  the 
far  trade,  addressed  to  his  Excellency  William  Burnet,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Province,  [ifter  noticing  the  commercial  establish- 
'ments  at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and  their  trade  with  Schenecta- 
dy and  Albany,  he  points  out  the  superior  advantages  arising 
from  a  more  southern  and  western  intercourse  between  the  Col- 
onies and  the  Indian  traders,  by  means  of  the  lakes  and  the  oth- 
er water  communications  of  that  country,  and  describes  with 
minute  accuracy  the  various  stages  of  its  progress,  designating 
the  passage  from  Albany  to  Lake  Ontario  by  the  Mohawk,  Onei- 
da, and  Onondaga  rivers,  as  preferable  to  the  usual  line  of  trans- 
portation then  pursued,  by  the  Hudson,  Lake  Champlain,  Mon- 
treal, and  the  St.  Lawrence,  adding,  in  his  emphatic  language, 
'  that  by  means  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  lakes,  there  is  opened 
such  a  scene  of  inland  navigation  that  cannot  be  paralleled 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world.' 

"His  long  study  of  the  topography  of  this  state,  his  minute  and 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  country,  entitle  him  to  the  highest 
praise,  as  it  shows  that  his  views  were  founded  on  practical  ob- 
servation, and  were  not  the  mere  suggestions  of  a  visionarj'  pro- 
jector. To  him  our  state  is,  moreover,  highly  indebted  as  an 
early  and  ardent  cultivator  of  letters." 

"fie  may  not,  indeed,  inaythj  he  dfJiomhiatedthe  yioneer  of  I'Uera- 
ture  and  science  in.  our  Hate,  and  by  means  of  his  extensive  cor- 
respondence with  the  distinguished  literati  of  Europe,  among 
whom  the  names  of  Linnaius,  Gronovius,  Collinson,  Whyte, 
Porterfield,  and  others,  may  be  enumerated,  of  transferring  to 
our  shores  a  portion  of  the  same  spirit  by  which  they  were 
actuated." 

"It  may  be  mentioned  among  the  singular  coincidences  of  the 
limes,  that  Lieut.  Governor  GOLDEN,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  was  tJie first  to  express  his  anticipation  of  the 
Canal  policij  of  the  then,  Colony  of  New  York  ;  and  that  in  a  centn- 
ry  afterwards,  his  no  less  gifted  grandson  should  be  one  of  its  most 
efficient  and  ahU  supporters.  Of  the  grandsire  I  have  already  spo- 
ken, as  the  most  accomplished  and  most  learned  of  the  early  settlers  of 
our  State;  as  endued  with  erudition  surpassing  the  times  and  age  in 
which  he  lived  ;  as  exhibiting  in  his  life  and  character  a  devotion  to  in- 
tellectual  cultivation,  most  honorable  and  exclusive;  and  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  benign  ejects  of  his  laudable  zeal  and  example  are  felt 
by  our  literature  and  science  at  (he  present  day.  Of  hi^  grandson, 
[CADWALLADER  D.  GOLDEN,  ray  grandmother's  cousin- 
german,]  connected  to  me  by  the  bonds  of  frlentl-hip  and  social 
iritercour£e,  1  will  uiumpl  (o  sptak  iii  ihat  loue  of  u^piauic  which  hii 
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•'x"  higli  merits  warrant,  hut  ichich  his  own  modesty  would  disown.** 
"  Long  an  ardent  and  successful  cultivator  of  the  science  of 
vjrisprudencc,  he  has  yet,  by  the  versatility  of  his  talent  and 
ardor  of  application,  been  enabled  to  devote  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  his  time  to  those  more  liberal  studies  in  which  the  dig- 
aity  of  our  nature  as  well  as  its  interests  are  concerned  ;  and  we 
all  know  the  important  objects  to  which  those  studies  have  been 
directed,  and  the  efficiency  with  which  they  have  been  applied. 
His  acquirements,  his  ability,  his  honor,  and  fidelity,  are  entitled 
to  our  unqualified  approbation  ;  but  while  we  acknowledge  his 
jjeneral  merits,  it  is  no  less  due  to  the  able  services  he  has  ren- 
(iered  as  a  Member  of  the  Assembly  and  of  the  Senate  of  the 
State,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  of  the 
Committee  to  whom  the  Governor's  Speech  was  referred,  to  ob- 
serve that  in  all  these  several  situations  he  was  the  active  and 
.:ble  defender  of  the  measures  for  carrying  into  operation  the 
plan  of  canal  navigation  that  has  been  adopted;  at  the  same 
i!me  that  in  his  valuable  Memoir  addressed  to  the  Corporation, 
he  has  condensed  into  an  accurate  and  succinct  summary  most 
■>(  the  facts  which  relate  to  this  interesting  subject. 
"In  a  word,  to  use  the  language  of  the  Committee  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  the  City  of  New  York,  Mr.  Colden,  as  a  private  citizen, 
iVid  in  the  various  official  stations  he  has  filled,  has  throughout 
shown  himself  the  zealous  and  constant  friend  of  every  measure 
■^Iculated  to  open  to  us  that  vast  inland  navigation,  which  his 
grandfather  more  than  a  century  ago  predicted." 


STANZAS,  ADDRESSED  TO  J.  WATTS  DE  PEYSTEE,  BY  H.  PICK- 
IRma,  OF  BOSTON,  AUTHGH  OF  "POEMS,  BY  AN  AMERICAN." 
BOSTON,  1830. 

Farewell,  my  iJoy  !  when  [  am  gone,  as  toou 
I  must  be,  I  shall  think  o'er  all  thy  charms, 
Thy  iDuoccut  prattle  and  thy  angel  fuce, 
V  And  every  feature  stampt  with  boauty  thfjrc: 
And  tbou  wilt  think  of  me — but  O,  not  long  ! 
Pass  eome  few  daja,  and  then  a  Hitting  thought, 
A  recollection  vague  of  him,  on  whom 
Thou'st  lavisb'd  thy  caro^sea  day  by  day, 
Will  come  across  thy  soul :  and  thou  wilt  Hlraight. 
With  marvellous  eloquence,  discourse  of  all 

The  mimic  wonders  of  tiiy  little  world, —  '   - 

The  rude  creations  of  a  iiand  unskili'd 
To  please  a  nicer  judgment  than  thin«  own, — 
And  then  I  am  forgot  I     So  let  it  be. 
Why  ehould'st  thou  think  of  one  whom  Fortune  Bpurne, 
Whom  Care  oppresses,  and  whom  Frifciidehip  wouoda? 
Ah  me  !  I  utter  soft  complaints  of  thee. 
And  CD  the  injiant  I  forg^it  for  whooi 
My  sonl  pours  out  itseif  in  numbers  fi-nd. 
Though  artless.     What  sdouid'st  thou  have  ever  koci^o 
Of  that  blind  goddess  that  deludes  the  world  ? 
Or  what  of  wrinkled  Care  ?  or  (even  as  strange 
To  thee)  'of  tc^eetin^s  whsre  no  kindies?  w  V 
Oco.lrrhtCbcrcb;     If  Iho   ;oy-  .;  :.:^ 
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Are  liukt  with  woaltb.  and  Fortune's  piffs,  aloDS, 
Cau  make  man  happy,  theu  tby  cup  of  bliss 
Is  foil  to  overtiowing ;  and  if  Care 
Disdain  corupauincsriip  except  with  Age 
Or  dark  Remorse,  thou  yet  art  free  to  roatii 
Among  the  flowers  of  life,  and  lightly  tread 
Them  under  foot,  or  gaily  shower  them  oo 
Thine  innocent  head.     And  then,  can  Friendship  o'er 
Prove  recreant  to  thee  '. — a  basilisk 
To  kill  thee  with  a  Uwk  ;     0  Heaveu  forbid  '. 
Yet  art  thou  not  in  danger  ^     What  if  in 
The  silken   foldi^  f>f  soft  Indulgence,  thou 
Art  lost  :■ — I  startle  at  the  unbidden  thought, 
And  wish,  with  aeeming  cruelty,  that  Fate 
0(1  •lomo  rude  mountain's  aide  thy  lot  had  fix'd  ; 
That  thou  might'st  breathe  the  buxom  air  and  knit 
Thy  sinews  in  the  gale,  and  know  no  joyi=, 
Save  those  which  health  and  hberty  confer. 
But  I  will  not  biliove  it.    There  are  those 
Whose  love  for  thee  is  pure  ;  and  thou,  if  prayer 
Is  heard  in  heaven,  shalt  grow  in  beauty  still, — 
By  either  hand,  remote  from  danger's  pathe, 
Led  on  by  Virtue  and  by  Wisdom, — whi'e 
Vrith  her  own  ro-es  Health  shall  tinge  thy  cheek 
And  wreathe  thy  coaieiy  brow.     And  when  the  year^ 
Of  frolic  Youth,  that  Hit  like  light  beneath 
The  vernal  clouds,  are  o'er, — and  thou  hast  run 
Tby  m.nnly  course  with  honor  and  renown, — 
Thou  like  the  sun  on  some  warm  summer's  eve, 
lliat  slow  departing  sheds  his  genial  ijcam.s, 
(Even  to  the  very  last  dilfusing  good  1) 
•8halt  gently  sink  upon  thy  couch  of  rest. 
Lov'd  One  !  such  prayer  is  mine  :  'tis  ail  that  1 
Can  give — 'tis  all  thou  can'st  require  of  me. 
And  now  one  passionate  embrace,  and  then 
We  separate  !  thou  to  partake  of  joys 
That  never  tire  nor  satiate — I  to.eeek 
Id  solitude  that  peace  which  flics  the  world. 
So  the  fond  bird  that  sees  its  young  well  fledg'd, 
By  instinct  prompted,  uses  every  art 
To  lure  them  to  the  fields  ;  there  shows  tbcai  bow 
To  spread  their  wings,  and  poise  themselves  in  air  . 
This  done, — alike  impatient  for  the  skies, — 
They  soar  aloft,  but  never  meet  again  ! 


TO  J.  W.  DE  P..  NOW  ON  A  VISIT  TO  THE  BATHS  IN  THE  SOUTH 
OF  FRANCE,  FOR  THE  BENEFIT  OF  HIS  HEALTH. 

And  thou,  fann'd  gently  by  the  vernal  gales. 

Hast  eager  wing'd  thee  o'er  the  laughing  main, 
To  woo,  amidst  bright  (^allia's  sunny  vales, 

The  tepid  Naiad's  aid.     0,  not  in  vain 
May  Heaven  upon  thy  pathless  way  have  smil'd. 

And  to  the  destin'd  land,  with  heart  elate, 
Have  brought  thee  1     There,  with  lips  yet  undctil'd, 

Thou  shalt  at  healing  foimtains  sip,  and  sate 
Thy  frequent  thirst,  and  in  the  balmy  flood 

Lave  thee  delighted, — till  the  rose  again 
Blooms  lovelier  on  thy  cheek,  and  the  young  bloud 

In  Bwitter  current  courses  every  vein. 
Then,  haply,  eying  thee  through  tears  of  joy. 

Thy  father  sbait  to  iis  restore  hi?  darling  boy  !  1654. 


1 


124 

FOUND  AMONG   HIS    FAMILY  PAPERS   BY 

fxthtxk  ht  IpnjGter,*  iCsq.  (bt), 

AND  PRESENTED  BY  HIM  TO  THE 

NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


By  Hit  Excellency,  Bexj.  Fletcher,  Captain- Gerieral,  ^c. 

Yoa  are  hereby  required,  upon  sight  hereof,  to  order  and 
command  the  Detachment  of  your  Regim't,  being  Capt.  John 
Kip,  one  Serg't,  two  Corp'ls,  one  drum,  and  twenty-one  pri- 
vate men,  to  be  ready — well  armed  with  powder  and  ball, 
&c.,  fitt  for  their  Maj'ties'  service,  for  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tiers of  this  Province,  to  be  ready  to  goe  on  board  such  sloop 
or  sloops  as  are  provided  for  their  transportation  to  Albany, 
att  the  first  beat  of  drum,  of  which  you  may  not  faile.  Given 
under  my  hand,  att  their  Maj'ties'  Fort,  in  New  Yorke,  the 
ninth  day  of  May,  1695.  BEN.  FLETCHER.t 

To  Coll.  Abraham    de  Peyster,  Commanding  the   Militia 

Regim't  of  Foot,  in  the  Citty  of  New  Yorke. 
By  His  Excellency's  Command. 
Dan.  Honan. 

Boston,  the  9th  of  Jan'y,  [16]  '99. 

Sr.  I  have  yours  of  the  26th  of  last  month,  and  desire 
you  will  be  as  good  as  5^our  'word  in  getting  the  four  hatts 
made,  and  sent  to  Barbadoes. 

I  desire  you  will  deliver  the  Inclosed  Letter  to  Mr.  Latham 
with  your  own  hand,  and  pray  Incourage  him  all  you  can  to 
proceed  upon  cutting  the  Ship  Timber  that  J  have  directed 
him.  I  have  got  the  sizes  and  scantlings  of  such  Timber  as 
will  be  proper  for  the  King's  use,  and  have  now  sent  an  acc't 
of  them  to  Mr.  Latham.  You  will  do  well  to  Injoyn  Mr. 
Latham  to  take  speciall  care  to  cut  none  but  such  as  is  prin- 
cipal! and  choice  Timber,  and  to  do  it  as  cheaply  as  he  can 
reasonably  afford  it.  It  behooves  you  to  take  some  pains 
with  Latham,  so  that  the  King  may  be  compensated  for 
putting  the  ship  Fortune  upon  him,  which  I  am  in  some  ap- 
prehension the  Ministers  will   resent  as  a   misconduct   in  the 

*  My   grandfatlier.     (See  Pai,'es  34-'5.  supra.) 

tCrMV^rr.!..-  (if  New  York,    .V'\,    ■■"■''•    '•  ■•  --n*-.  lfVJ2,  to  April  2d,  1008. 

Manual^  S.  N.  Y.  (Ked  Book;,   1855.    Pa<;o  807. 
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Lt.  Governor  and  Councill  of  N.  York  ;  and  there  is  no  wav 
of  repairing  the  King,  but  by  sending  him  that  Ship's  Load- 
ing of  choice  Timber,  and  at  a  cheap  rate. 

As  to  the  report  of  my  Lord  Cornbery's*  coming  over 
Governor,  if  it  were  true  I  should  be  very  easy;  but  1  do 
Dot  at  all  believe  it,  ih*'  more  for  its  comeing  from  Dellius, 
who,  we  all  know,  h;is  .i  rifjiable  Talent  at  lying. 

I  cannot  draw  Bills  of  Exchange  for  money  in  Engl'd  till 
-I  have  advice  that  the  arrear  Due  to  the  souldiers  is  received. 
There  came  a  ship  in  here  from  England  on  Sunday  last, 
after  twelve  weeks"  passage,  but  I  had  not  one  letter  by  her. 
The  Master  tells  me  that  Capt.  Mason,  Master  of  the  ship 
Bellamoxt,  had  severall  packets  for  me  ;  he  was  sailing  oft 
of  the  Downs,  along  with  this  ship,  but  the  wind  chopping 
about,  he  fears  Capt.  Mason  was  forced  back  again. 

I  am  heartih'  glad  of  your  good  Luck,  in  your  ship  come- 
ing in  from  the  Madeiras,  at  a  time  when  there  is  such  a 
scarcity  of  wine  in  N.  York. 

I  desire  you  will  make  some  safe  bargains  w'th  Mr.  La- 
tham, and  furnish  him  with  money.  1  shall  by  next  post 
write  to  Coll.  Courtland  to  pay  you  all  the  arrears  of  my 
salary.  I  wish  you  would  take  a  cop}--  of  my  Letter  to  Mr. 
Latham,  which  I  have  not  time  now  to  send  you.  My  Ser- 
rice  to  Madm.  D-  Peyster.         I  am 

Your  humble  Servant, 
.  BELLOMONT.t 

Boston,  the  2Qd  Jaii'y,  [16]  '99. 

Sr.  I  have  got  the  gout  in  my  right  hand,  and  cannot  yet 
write  to  you  my  Selfe.  The  Pipe  of  wine  last  come  from 
the  Madeiras,  must  be  delivered  to  my  Cousin  Nanfan,  but 
the  Box  of  Sweets  is  a  present  from  Mr.  Bolton,  the  Con- 
sul, to  my  Wife  ;  therefore  I  desire  you  will  send  it  b}'^  the 
first  opportunity  to  her. 

I  recommended  your  business  with  Mr.  Van  Sweeting  to^ 
my  Lord  Chancellor  and  Mr.  Seci-etary  Vernon,  and  drew 
up  a  state  of  your  case  with  my  own  hand,  as  well  as  I  could, 
and  sent  to  each  of  them  ;  but  then  your  freinds  that  solicites 
your  business  in  London,  must  apply  to  my  Lord  Chancel- 
lor and  Mr.  Secretary,  with  great  Caution  and  discretion; 
for  men  of  their  upright  character  will  not  care  to  be  solici- 
ted in  a  matter  of  that  nature.  Our  last  ship  went  for  Eng- 
land about  Ten  days  ago,  so  that  I  cannot  have  an  opportuni- 
ty of  writing  again  about  that  business  of  yours  till  Spring. 

*Lor(l  C.)RXi;t:i:v  vjcfco^^c.!  ::!il  Miv.  1702.  after  the  dr-ath  of  Bei.i.omont. 
tSee  Richard,  Eael  of  iiELLOMONT,  pages  y3a90,  supra. 
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I  desire  jou  will  not  faile  to  take  a  speciall  care  about  the 
Ship  Timber,  which  I  writ  to  you  of  last  post,  for  Hook  upon 
my  Reputation  to  be  much  concerned  in  that  matter. 

I  send  you  a  Copy  of  Mr.  Bolton's  Letter  to  me,  that  you 
may  see  what  he  writes,  and  what  he  Challenges  as  due  to 
him  upon  the  Balance  of  the  account. 

I  hear  the  Jacobite  party  in  N.  York  have  named  a  new  , 
Governor,  before  the  King  has  thought  fit  to  name  one  ;  and 
I  am  also  told  they  lay  Waggers  that  I  shall  not  go  any  more 
to  N.  York  ;  but  for  all  that,  I  desire  you  will  bespeak  me 
Two  pipes  of  good  ale  and  Two  pipes  of  small  beer  at  Al- 
bany or  Schenectady,  which  I  would  have  laid  in  at  N.  York, 
against  my  goeing  thither.  Pray  charge  the  man  you  be- 
speak it  of  to  boyle  it  very  well,  and  to  make  it  as  good  as 
possibly  he  can. 

I  have  writ  to  Coll.  Cortlandt,   by  the  post,   to  pay  you 
what  money  is  due  to  me  of  my  salary,  which  I  desire  you 
will  call  to  him  for.     My  Service  to  Madam  De  Peyster. 
^  I  am,  your  humble  Servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

Boston,  the  5th  o/Feb'y,  [16]  '99. 

Sr.  I  have  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  but  have 
rec'd  no  Letter  from  Mr.  Latham,  as  you  made  mc  expect, 
by  this  post.  The  Scantlings  of  Ship  Timber  I  mentioned 
in  my  Letter  to  him,  are  for  a  first-rate  Man-of-War.  If  he 
cannot  get  Timber  of  so  large  a  size,  I  would  hav-e  him  get 
as  near  those  sizes  as  he  can,  tor,  the  bigger  and  larger,  the 
better.  If  he  does  not  make  haste  to  cut  the  Timber,  he  will 
lose  the  proper  season  of  the  year  ;  therefore,  I  beg  of  you 
to  hasten  him  all  that  ever  you  can,  and  give  him  Incourage- 
ment  that  I  will  be  very  kind  to  him  if  he  uses  me  faithfully 
and  well  in  the  Ship  Timber. 

I  have  writ  very  pressingly  to  Coll.  Cortlandt  to  pay 
you  my  full  arrear  of  Salary,  which  I  hope  he  will  do,  es- 
pecially if  you  Dun  him  a  little  for  it. 

If  the  other  Hatter  you  mention  will  make  the  four  Hatts 
I  bespoke  as  well  as  Yarrington,  I  shall  be  satisfied  that 
he  make  them. 

The  Two  Merchant  Ships  that  have  Letters  for  me  from 
England,  are  not  yet  arrived,  but  the  advice  Man-of-War,  a 
4th  rate,  Capt.  Wynn,  Commander,  arrived  here  last  Satur- 
day, in  six  weeks,  from  Portsmouth,  and  brought  me  orders 
from  the  Kins:  to  send  home  all  the  Pvrates  and  their  Effects. 
The  Ministers  continue  to  writo  to  me  with  great  Kindness, 
and  tell  me  the  King  is  very  v^eii  pleased  with  my  adrainis- 
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tration  in  my  Governments.  If  the  angry  Gentlemen  from 
N.  York  have  their  Intelligence  from  belter  hands  than  the 
King's  Ministers,  or  of  a  Later  Date  than  the  10th  of  last 
December,  then  I  shall  believe  fhey  are  very  deep  in  the  se- 
crets of  the  Cabinet  ;  and  if  they  can  prevail  by  their  Inter- 
est to  make  a  new  Governour  of  New  York,  with  all  my 
heart  what  please  the  King  shall  please  me.  Our  Service 
to  Madam  De  Peyster.  I  am. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

\    Boston,  the  19th  FtVy,  1699. 
-    Sir.     I  find  the  Letters  which    I  writ   to    England   about 
your  business,  are  rec'd,  tor  I  have  answer  to  ihem. 

lam  very  thankful!  to  you  for  your  care  in  Imploying  Mr. 
Latha-ai  to  provide  the  Ship  Timber.  I  desire  you  will 
continue  your  care  in  Incouraging  of  him  to  the  speedy  and 
exact  performance  of  that  service,  wherein  you  can  never 
oblige  me  more  as  long  as  you  live.  If  I  imploy  any  body 
at  New  York  to  go  home  Master  of  the  ship  Fortune,  "it  shall 
be  that  Symmoxs  that  you  mention,  because  you  recommend 
him ;  but  I  would  not  absolutely  engage  myself  to  him  as 
yet,  because  possibly  some  reason  may  ofler  in  the  mean- 
lime  why  he  may  not  be  so  proper  a  man  for  such  a  Trust. 

I  desire  you  will  take  care  to  send  the  Inclos'd  to  Mr.  Bol- 
ton, the  Consul  of  the  Madeiras ;  and  that  you  will  also 
send  the  money  he  charges  in  his  acc't  as  due  by  me  to  him. 
I  have  writ  to  him  for  three  pipes  of  wine — one  whereof  I 
have  bespoke  to  be  white  Madeira.  I  desire  3-ou  will  give 
the  Master  of  your  ship  particular  charge  of  my  pipes  of 
wine,  and  that  you  will  send  as  much  money  in  Bits*  as  will 
pay  for  those  three  pipes. 

My  Cousin  Nanfan  will  show  you  part  of  a  Letter  from 
one  of  the  King's  Ministers  to  me,  by  this  Man-of-War, 
w'ch  I  have  already  copied  exactly  froni  the  said  Letter.  I 
do  assure  you  I  have  had  Letters  by  the  same  ship  from  al- 
most all  the  Ministers,  full  of  expressions  of  kindness,  and 
approving  of  and  Commending  my  Administration  in  my 
Governments. 

My  Service  I  pray  to  Madam  De  Peyster.  • 

I  was  yesterday  on  horseback,  and  rid  four  or  five  miles, 
t>ut  am  yet  weak,  especially  in  my  hands,  so  that  I  cannot 
write  without  Trouble.  lam, 

Your  humble  Servant, 
. BELLQMONT. 

*-^''-« — Probably  Pi~ta;:e£:;~  (Srnu.'^'.i  nvA  ^W-x  hvYi-.^n).  of  wnich  there 
were  as  luauy  a-s  a  L j»i  uuzen  (or  uiuv-: ,  xinds,  bearing  ditierent  dates  and 
Tarying  slightly  in  value — from  10  to  18  cents  U.  S.  currency. 
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Boston,  (he  17 (h  of  March,  [.6y  99. 

Sir.  I  am  heartily  vex'd  to  understand  from  my  Cousin 
Naxfan  that  Latham  has  not  yet  cut  the  Timber  I  direct- 
ed, for  now  the  Spring  is  so  forward  that  they  will  perceive, 
when  it  comes  into  England,  that  the  Timber"^  was  not  cut  ia 
the  proper  season.  This  will  be  reckoned  a  fault  in  me,  that 
after  I  have  given  an  account  home  of  my  design  of  send- 
ing that  Ship  Loaden  w'th  Ship  Timber,  I  should  come  off 
so  poorly  as  to  send  what  is  not  good  or  in  season.  I 
fear  this  neglect  in  Latham  is  not  to  be  retriev'd. 

I  shall  not  venture  to  order  the  money  you  writ  about  in 
your  last  letter  for  bringing  stores  from  England  formerly, 
till  I  go  to  New  York,  and  then  advise  the  Council  about  it. 

I  have  writ  to  my  Cousin  Nanfan  to  appoint  Mr.  Wal- 
ters Judge  in  your  stead  jj;-o  hac  vice.*  I  am  quite  out  of 
money  here,  and  must  draw  on  Coll.  Courtlandt  for  .50X, 
unless  you  have  received  my  Salary  from  him.  Our  Ser- 
vice to  Madam  De  Peyster.         I  am, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Coll.  De  Peyster.  BELLOMONT. 

New  York,  29ih  May,  1699. 
Dr.  Coll.  We  as  yett  have  not  heard  of  your  arrivall  at 
Boston,  but  hope  this  will  meet  you  all  in  health  ;  and  then 
I  do  not  doubt  but  in  the  midst  of  a  great  deal  of  pleasure. 
I  never  walk  thro'  Queen-street  but  I  inquire  after  the  well- 
fare  of  your  Lady  and  family  ;  nor  doo  the  Mayor  and  I 
never  meet  but  we  heartily  drink  your  health  and  quick 
return.  Capt.  Joyn'er  is  pretty  forward  for  Barbadoes, 
therefore  desire  you  -by  the  return  of  the  post,  will  favor 
pae  with  a  Letter,  as  you  promised  to  Mr.  Mackenzy;  and 
if  I  can  be  in  any  way  serviceable  to  you  here  or  any 
where,  command  me  without  reserve.         I  am. 

Dr.  Coll.,  your  most  affectionate  friend, 
and  faithful  Servant, 

JOHN  NANFAN. 
My  Wife  gives  her  humble  Service. 

New  York,  26(h  June,  1699. 
Dear  Coll.  I  have  your  kind  Letter  of  the  19th,  and 
am  heartily  glad  to  hear  the  continuance  of  your  good  health, 
and  that  you  so  pleasantly  spend  your  time.  I  am  sure  we 
are,  for  want  of  your  Lord's  Lady's  and  your  good  compa- 
ny, very  melancholy  ;  that  I  am  forced  often  to  apply  Madei- 

*  ''Pro  hac  «V«?,"— "For  this  term,"    or,   '"For   this  time"  ;  i.  e.  "For 
this  occasion." 

Ool.  PE  Peyster   and  Robeet  "Walters  were  Puiine    Judges  of  the 

Sapreme  Court. 
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ra  as  a  remedy,  when  I  never  faile  of  heartily  drinking  your 
health,  and  wishing  you  a  speedy  return.  I  am  very  glad  to 
hear  of  the  Assembly's  generous  designs  to  my  Lord,  though 
I  could  wish  they  would  be  on  a  certainty,  and  not  make 
my  Lordship's  sallary  precarious.  Shelley's  me  but 
Little  at  present,  he  standing  committed,  but  is  at  X5,000 
bail — the  attorney  assigning  I  could  not  committ  him  without 
bail  or  mainprize,  till  some  one  or  more  of  the  pyrates  are 
committed  that  accepted  him. 

I  never  go    through  Queen-street  but  pay  my  regards  to 
your  good  Lady  ;  and  this   evening  I   have  some  thought  of 
going  that  wa3^  where  Mr.  Mayor  and    I,  if  we  meet,  will 
undoubtedly  be   very  pticular  in  our  remembrance  of  you. 
Dellius  playes  Loast  in  sight,  and  his  friend  Ledwich  is 
in  great  concerne    for  him  ;  but  I   hope,  before   he    goes  off, 
shall  gett  him  b}-  the  back.     I   referr  you  to  my  Lord  for  the 
right  of  a  minute  of  Council,  by  which  you    may  judge  how 
I  will  handle  him  and  his  accomplices  when  time  shall  serve. 
We  are  all  very  well,  and  give   our  most  humble  service. 
I  am,  Dear  Coll.,  your  affectionate  friend, 
and  faithful  Servant, 
.     .  JOHiN  NANFAN.* 

Pescataqua,  3d  Aug.,  [16]  '99. 

Sir.  I  hope  this  Letter  will  find  you  safely  arriv'd  at 
York,  where  I  wish  you  may  meet  }our  family  and  friends  in 
good   health. 

I  desire  you  will  not  faile  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  French 

Lady's  letter  to  her  P r,  Mr.  Dellius,  about  the  big 

b y  she  laj'S  to  his  charge  ;  and,  if  it  be  possible  to  recover 

the  original  Letter,  I  desire  you  will  get  it  for  me,  and  send 
it  by  the  first  post.  I  intend,  next  post,  to  write  to  Coll. 
CouRTLANDT,  to  pay  you  the  arrear  of  my  Salary,  and  also 
the  growing  Income  thereof  monthly,  as  it  becomes  due.  I 
have  not  time  now  to  write  to  him.  I  wish  you  would  tell 
Mr.  Leisler  that  I  cannot  move  the  King  lo  get  his  father's 
debt  order'd  to  be  paid,  for  want  of  Goverxeur's  and  other 
people's  testimony,  on  oath,  that  they  saw  Capt.  Leisler's 
bookes  and  that  there  was  such  a  sum  due,  as  Dr.  Staats 
and  Governeur  told  me  ;  but  the  sum  they  mention'd  I 
have  forgot.  Let  this  be  done  Tmmediatly,  if  they  are  able 
to  Swear  to  it  ;  it  must  be  drawn  up  handsomely,  that  I  may 
transmit  it  to  England. 

I  desire  you  will  find  out  some  honest,  able  ship  carpenter 
at  York,  to  send  along  with  Ryer  Schermhrhoorn,  to  view  the 

^Lieutenfint-Govornor  nnd  ActiT^Lr  Govornor.  ITtIi  May,  1699,  @  24th 
July,   1700.— {Manual,  ,S.  A",  i'.,  i»G5.    Page  3u7.) 
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woods  on  Mr.  Dellius's  biggest  Grant,*  and  to  bring  me  an 
exact  account  whether  there  be  any  Pine  or  fir  Trees  big 
enough  or  long  enough  for  Masts  for  the  King's  ships  of  War, 
from'SO  inches  to  48  inches  in  diameter,  and  whether  there 
grow  any  quantity,  and  how  convenient  for  a  water  carriage. 
That  is, 'whether  they  grow  near  the  river,  that  they  may  be 
floated  down  the  River  to  York.  He  must  be  very  particular 
in  his  account  and  very  exact,  that  I  may  send  it  to  England  ; 
and  I  would  have  him  also  bring  an  account  what  other  sorts 
of  well  grown  Timber  Trees  of  oak  or  other  trees  he  meets  ' 
with  there,  and  he  must  go  over  all  that  Land  to  view  the 
woods,  which  I  would  have  him  put  into  writing.  There- 
fore, the  man  you  send  ought  to  know  how  to  write.  There 
was  also  some' other  part  oYthe  Country  which  RyerSchbr- 
MERHOORN,  and,  Ithinke,  the  Mayor  of  Albany,  told  me  of, 
where  they  said  there  grew  good  masts  for  ships.  1  desire 
you  will  appoint  the  Ca'rpenter  to  go  thither  along  with  Ryer; 
also,  1  leave  it  with  you  to  make  the  bargain  with  the  Car- 
penter, and  I  will  perform  it  with  him  ;  and  if  he  wants  mo- 
ney to  bear  his  charges,  I  desire  you  will  advance  it,  and 
stop  it  out  of  my  Salary.  Pray  send  the  account  as  it  stands 
between  you  and  me.  I  desire  you  will  take  all  possible 
care  to  preserve  the  ship  Fortune,  and  I  will  send  her  to 
England,  next  Spring,  with  naval  stores  to  the  King.  Let 
me  hear  from  you  ev-ery  post.  Myne,  with  my  wife's  kind 
Service  to  your  selfe  and  Madam  De  Peyster. 

I  am       Your  very  aflfectionate  Servant, 

BELLOMONT. 
I   have    receiv'd    your   Letter    from    Boston.     1  desire  to 
know  when  the  ship  goes  to  England,  that  I   send   the  pipe 

of  wine. 

BosTox,  21  Aug.  [16]  99. 
Sir.  I  am  very  glad  of  your  safe  arrival  at  York,  and 
I  must  tell  you  we  misse  you  here,  where  you  are  in  the 
favor  and  good  opinion  of  every  body.  If  Dr.  Staats  and 
Mr.  GovERXEUR'st  memories  are  too  short  m  respect  to  the 
debt  due  to  Capt.  Leisler,  I  know  not  which  way  to  move 
the  King  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Leisler,  for,  unlesse  the  del»t  can 
be  ascertained,  it  would  be  most  ridiculous  for  nje  to  ask  the 
King  to  re<^"und  to  the  heir  of  Capt.  Leisler  a  debt  of  I  know 
not  what  sum.  Therefore  I  advise  you  to  call  Mr.  Leisler, 
Dr.  Staats,  and  Mr.  Walters  and  Mr.  Governeur  to- 
gether, and  see  what  they  can  say  to    refresh   one    another's 

*  See  Smith's  History  of  Xexo  Yorlc,  Page  159,  Edition  (Albany)  in  I 
Vol.  oflS14.  ....  ;  . 

tABKAHAM  GouvEH.NEUP..  Meini-or  from  Orange  couctj:  iniTi-cU  Gov. 
Leislek's  (]auglitfcr,  tiie  avIuow  of  Mit-kokne. 
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.  memory  in  that  matter  ;  otherwise  it  will  be  Impossible  for 
me  to  do  Mr.  Leisler  the  Service  I  am  desirous  to  do  him. 
I  would  willingly  send  my  pipe  of  wine  to  England,  but 
Jkffkrs  is  so  Crosse  a  fellow,  and  not  my  friend,  that  I  am 
not  willing  to  venture  it  by  him,  least  he  should  play  tricks 
with  it  out  of  spite  to  me  :  but,  where  there  is  a  good  op- 
portunitj,  I  will  desire  the  favor  of  you  to  have  it  shipp'd, 
and  sent  to  England.  My  Cousin,  Nanfan,  has  the  key  to 
the  Cellar  where  the  pipe  of  wine  is  ;  it  was  left  by  Johx, 
my  butler,  with  Robat,  the  Coachman's  Wife.  You  may 
Call  to  'em  for  it,  and  send  the  wine  when  you  see  conve- 
nient ;  but  I  believe  the  pipe  must  be  fill'd  up,  which  I  de- 
sire may  be  done  with  good  wine.  When  the  ship  is  almost 
ready  to  saile  let  me  know,  that  I  may  write  a  letter,  to  the 
[person  1  ?]  purpose  of  send'g  the  pipe  of  wine  to  in  England. 
I  desire  you  will  let  me  know  by  next  post  whether  the 
battery  which  Coll.  Fletcher  sold,  or  granted  away  to  Eeen- 
EZER  Wilson,  be  entirely  built  on  in  N.York,  and  whose  land 
it  was  he  made  batteries  on  in  the  war  time.  Mr.  Leisler 
I  believe  was  one,  and  I  think  a  quaker  another — George 
Heathcote  is  the  Quaker's  name,  as  I  thinke.  But,  pray, 
inform  your  selfe  of  this  particularly,  and  let  me  know. 

You  must  by  all  means  get  me  that  Letter  from  the  woman 
in  Canada  to  Dellius,  and  send  it  me  by  next  post,  if  it  be 
possible,  fur  't  will  be  of  great  use  to  me. 

I  am  not  at  all  pleased  with  your  present  Sheriffe,  De 
Ayman.*  I  hear  he  returns  such  Juries  as  do  the  King  all 
the  wrong  in  the  world,  upon  all  the  Tryals  of  unlawful 
things  and  goods.  I  know  not  whether  T  have  reason  to  like 
GovERNEUR  belter  than  De  Ayman.  The  not  sending  home 
an  agent  from  the  Assembly  to  withstand  the  Indeavors  of 
Bryan  Dellius,  and  all  the  knaves  of  that  party,  was  the 
foolishest  step  that  was  ever  made.  I  told  Dr.  Staats  enou2:h 
of  it,  but  could  not  get  him  to  apprehend  the  Importance  of  it ; 
and,  it  seem'd  to  me,  that  Volatile  Speaker,  Governeur, 
acted  in  concert  with  his  Predecessor,  and  was  false  to  his 
party.  New  York  is  an  unhappy  place,  that  there  is  not 
better  choice  of  men  to  serve  the  King  and  their  Country. 
My  wife  fell  very  ill  on  the  road  between  Pescattaqua  and 
this  place  ;  but,  I  thank  God,  is  somewhat  better.  Our  kind 
Service  to  Madam  De  Peyster  ;  mine  to  Dr.  Staats,  Mr. 
Walters,  and  your  brother.  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you 
what   passes  at  York  ;  and,  be  assured  that,  1  am, 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  serv't, 

BELLOMONT. 
Mr.  Schermerhoorn,  whom   I  writ  to,    to    go    and  view 
^Thi.-'  mu.-t  be  de  Kieiikk.     S>.x-  Y.  UrSTTTTPiir^e  2S3i 
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some  trees  fil  for  masts  for  the  King's  ships,  and  send  me 
word  where  they  grew,  and  of  what  bigness  they  were,  has 
answered  my  Letter,  but  tells  me  not  where  the  trees  grow, 
only  says  there  are  a  good  store,  and  large  enough  for  the 
King's  use.  He  desires  1  would  grant  him  and  the  Mayor  of 
Albany  the  Land  where  they  grow,  w'ch  is  6  miles  long- 
and  2  broad,  which  is  making  a  bargain  with  the  King,  and 
not  dealing  candidly  with  me.  Pray,  chide  him  and  the 
Mayor  of  Albany  for  their  disrespect  to  the  King,  and  disin- 
genueily  to  me.  Besides,  I  have  complain'd  to  the  King  of 
Coll.  Fletcher's  extravagant  Grant's  of  Lands — and  shall 
I  commit  the  same  fault  and  absurdity  my  selfe,  that  I  have 
accus'd  Fletcheii  .''  Pray,  let  me  know  whether  Dr. 
Staats  is  likely  to  prevail  with  Lynardus  and  Nurklla, 
to  write  tothe  Classis  of  Amsterdam  and  the  Dutch  Minis- 
ters in  London,  to  prevent  Dellius's  ill  designs  and  Lyings. 
Pray,  send  me  a  barrel  of  the  best  flour  by  the  first  sloop. 

Boston,  28th  Aug.,  [16]  '99. 

Sir.  I  thank  you  kindly  for  your  Care  in  Imploying 
Latham  to  0:0  and  view  the  woods  alons;  with  Mr.  Scher- 
merhoorx.  Mr.  Leisler*  being  here,  I  will  aiSike  up  of 
Dr.  Staats  and  Mr.  Governeur's  affidavits,  for  his  Inter- 
est and  Service,  and  will  send  them  to  such  hands  in  Eng- 
land  as  will  make,  I  hope,  a  right  use  of  them. 

I  have  not  now  Time  to  look  over  your  account,  though  I 
am  under  no  doubt  with  you — (having  an  entire  opinion  of 
your  sincerity  and  uprightnesse) — nor  yet  to  order  Coll. 
Courtlandt  to  satisfie  my  debt  to  you  ;  but  by  next  post 
you  may  expect  it. 

I  will  not  fade  to  write  to  the  Ministers,  in  whom  I  have 
an  Interst,  in  your  behalf;  and  will  transmit  them  a  state  of 
your  Case,  exactly  as  you  have  now  sent  it  to  me.  I  am  now 
engaged  in  preparing  packets  for  England,  to  send  by  a 
ship  that  will  go  the  end  of  this  week  or  beginning  of  the 
next :  and  then  vou  shall  not  be  forgot.  Mv  wife  and  I 
present  our  kind  service  to  Madam  De  Peyster.  bhe 
bids  me  tell  you  the  Letter  Madam  De  Peyster  was  to  write 
to  her  is  forgot,  and  she  upbraids  you  for  deluding  her  w'th 
such  false  hopes.   •  I  am, 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 
BELLOMONT. 

*Soii  of  the  '•  remarkable"  and  deservedly  distingushed  Gov'r,  Jacob 
Leisler,  executed  for  treason  in  1591,  who?e  innocence  was  subsequently 
established,  the  attainder  reversed,  and  his  property  restored  to  his  fami- 
ly through  the  exertions  of  his  son — by  whom  the  loyalty  of  his  father 
tnd  of  hii  brother-in-law,  Mit,borvk,  and  the  machinations  of  their 
enemies,  were  plainly  made  manifest. 
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(On  the  back   of  the  letter  is   the  following :) 

Mr.  Weaver  is  certainly  Collector  of  N.  York,  and  has 
the  King's  Commission  for  it,  as  Sr.  John  Hanley  writes 
me  word  in  a  Letter  I  rec'd  from  him  this  last  week  ;  and 
Mr.  Weaver*  writes  in  his  last  Letter  he  had  kissed  the 
King's  hand  for  it,  and  had  got  the  King's  Warrant  for 
preparing  his  Commission  under  the  Great  seal  of  England. 
I  hope  you  have  prevail'd  w'th  Dr.  Staats,  and  those  that 
have  an  Influence  on  Mr.  Nurella  and  Lycurgus,  to  get 
them  to  write  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam  to  defeat  Delli- 
us's  knavish  designs.  The  Leisler  party  had  done  well 
to  have  subscrib'd'Certificates  against  Dellius,  as  his  friends 
did  for  him,  and  to  have  sent  them  to  me. 

-       '  Boston,  4th  Sept.,  [16]  '99. 

Sir.     I  cannot  perform  my  promise  of  Looking  over  your 
account  as  yet,  for  I  am  Ingaged  at  present,   and  have  been 
so  all  this  last  week,  in  writing  packets  or  volumes  of  Letters 
_  to  England  by  a  ship  that  pretends  she  stays  for  me. 

I  writ  to  ray  Cousin  Nanfan,  last  post,  to  Let  the  City  of 
N.  York  have  ye  stones  of  the  old  ba-tion  or  batteries  To 
build  their  Town-house. 

I  am  not  dissatisfied  with  the  Sheriife,  since  my  Cousin 
Nanfan  and  you  vouch  so  for  his  honesty  ;  but  he  should 
have  taken  more  care  of  Buckm aster. 

I  have  writ  to  my  Cousin  Naufan,  this  post,  my  reasons 
why  it  will  not  be  fitt  to  Continue  the  same  Mayor  and  Sher- 
iffe  another  year   for  the  city  ofN.  York. 

As  soon  as  you  receive  the  original,  or  a  copy  of  the  Letter 
to  Dellius  from  the  French  woman  at  Canada,  I  desire  you 
will  not  fail  to  send  it  To 

Your  very  affectionate  Servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

Our  Service  I  pray  to  Madam  De  Peyster. 

Mr.  Lkisler  tells  me  an  ugly  story  of  Mr.  Graham's  de- 
sign of  Cheating  him  of  a  house-plot  at  N.  York.  1  desire 
you  will  send  for  Mr.  Walters  privately,  and  advise  him 
to  Caution  old  Mrs.  Leisler  (v/ith  whom  her  son  has  left  a 
Generall  Letter  of  Attorney)  not  to  part  with  that  piece  of 
ground  to  Graham,  nor  anything  else.  That  man  will  undo 
himself  with  his  knavish  Tricks.  One  would  thinke  he  has 
.  guilt  enough  on  his  head,  for  being  the  Principall  author  of 
the   murther   of  Leisler    and    Milburn  ;    but,    it     seems, 
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bathing  his  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  Father  is  not  enough, 
but  he  will  also  cheat  the  son.  I  am  content  that  you  show 
this  Letter  to  Mr.  Walters  ;  and  pray  get  hinn  to  send  cne 
affidavid  of  Mr,  Graham's  Insinuations  to  his  Father,  Leis- 
LER,  and  himselfe,  to  procure  their  Interest  to  be  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  ;  w'ch  they  were  prevail'd  with 
to  do,  and  afterwards  he  became  Leisler's  and  Milburn's 
mortall  Enemy.  This  account  Mr.  Walters  told  me  once 
or  twice. 

Dr.  Staats  also  told  me  how  he  was  affronted,  and  threat- 
ened by  a  Papist  in  the  field,  when  the  Election  was  of  mem-  _ 
bers  to  serve  in  New  York,  in  that  very  Assembly  that  wor- 
ried Mr.  Leisler  and  Milburx  to  death,  under  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Graham.  Let  me  also  have  Dr.  Staats'  affidavit 
of  that ;  and  some  proof  of  Maj.  Treadwell's  imprison- 
ment to  hinder  either  his  being  Chose,  or  his  sitting  in  As- 
sembly after  he  was  Chose.  If  it  be  possible,  let  me  have 
these  evidences  next  post. 

Boston,  ^ej)t.  9th,  [16]  '99. 

Sir.  I  have  receiv'd  yours  of  the  4th  Inst.,  and  will  not 
faile  to  write  to  England  ab't  your  affair  with  Van  Swee- 
TON  w'th  this  packet,  w'ch  I  am  to  send  away  within  4  or 
5  days. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  have  not  the  Letter  to  Delltus  to  send 
home.  I  desire  you  will  speak  to  Mr.  Walters  to  deliver 
you  upon  oath  what  was  transacted  between  Mr.  Graham  , 
'and  him  at  the  time  Graham  prevail'd  w'th  Capt.  Leisler 
and  him  to  make  an  interest  for  Graham's  being  chose  to 
the  Assembly,  that  press'd  Coll.  Slaughter  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  Capt.  Leisler  and  Mr.  Milburn,  as  I  writ  to 
you  in  my  last  Letter.  And,  pray,  get  Dr.  Staats'  affida- 
vit, as  I  desir'd  in  that  Letter.  'Tis  wonderfull  to  me  that 
Dr.  Staats  and  the  rest  of  Leisler's  Party  have  not,  in 
all  this  time,  got  counter-subscriptions,  sign'd  by  their 
party,  at  Albany,  against  Dellius,  as  the  other  party  got 
subscriptions  in  favor  of  Dellius.  They  are  just  the  peo- 
ple that  Will.  Nichols  paints  Staats  to  be,  in  his  pamph- 
let, Impenetrable  B .  [blockheads.''] 

When  you  hear  any  news  from  Schermkrhoorn  ab't  the 
Trees  for  masts,  pray  let  me  know  it.  My  wife's  and  my 
Service  to  Madam  De  Peyster.         I  am, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

I  have  writ  to  Coll.  Courtlandt  to  pay  you  my  arrear 
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of  Salary,  and  for  ye  lime  to  come  to  pay  it  to  you  month-      i 

ly,  as  it  grows  due.  .  ' 

Coll.  De  Peyster.  I 


Boston,  the  30/A  Oct.,  [16]  '99. 

Sir.  I  desire  you  will  immediately  send  for  Mr.  Latham, 
the  ship  Carpenter,  and  Ingage  to  set  about  Cutting  and 
Squaring  such  a  quantity  of  Ship  Timber  as  will  load  the 
Ship  Fortune  against  the  Spring,  when  I  will  send  for, 
to  London,  to  Portsmouth,  in  England,  for  the  use  of  the 
King's  Navy.  The  question  will  be,  whether  Latham  be 
well  affected  and  honest,  and  will  cut  such  Timber  as  is 
choice  Timber.  The  four  sorts  w'ch  I  understand  are 
fitted  to  be  sent  to  England,  are  knees,  planks,  beams,  and 
wale  pieces.  The  next  best  thing  to  the  cutting  of  princi- 
pall  Choice  Timber,  is  the  doing  of  it  Cheap — wherein  I  de- 
sire you  will  contrive  all  the  ways  you  can  think  of,  for  my 
credit.  If  3  or  4  souldiers  will  be  useful  to  Mr.  Latham  to 
help  in  felling  of  Trees,  my  Cousin  Nanfan,  upon  sight  of 
this  Letter,  will  offer  so  many  of  them,  if  so  many  can  be 
found  that  will  or  can  work  ;  and  I  will  allow  such  souldiers 
4  shills.  per  week  over  and  above  their  present  subsistence. 
Pray,  take  more  than  ordinary  pains  to  agree  w'th  Latham 
at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  possibly  you  can.  My  wife's  and  my 
kind  Service  to  Madam  De  Peyster.  I  am, 

Yr.  very  affect,  friend  and  servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

(On  the  hack  of  the  Letter  is  the  following :  J 

I  will  not  fail  to  recommend  you  to  England,  for  the  sup- 
plying the  frigat  at  N.  York  ;  and  I  hope  ere  long  to  Iraploy 
in  a  businesse  that  will  be  five  times  more  profitable  than 
that.  Pray,  write  me  word,  next  post,  what  agreement 
Latham  and  you  are  like  to  come  to.  I  would  have  you 
acquaint  my  Cousin  Nanfan  w'th  the  steps  you  make  in 
that  matter,  and  take  his  advice  in  every  p'ticular  ab't  it. 

I  hope  you  have  taken  care  to  return  another  100,£  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  in  beaver  skins,  or  logwood,  or  something  ;  and  if 
you  have  not  done  it,  I  desire  you  will  not  failfe  to  do  it  by 
next  ship,  and  send  me  word  of  it  with  the  master's  and 
ship's  name,  that  I  may  give  Mr.  Palmer's  advice  of  it  from 
hence. 

I  have  rec'd  yours  of  the  8th  Inst.,  and  have  writ  to  my 
Cousin  Nanfan,  to  stand  by  and  support  Latham  in  cutting 
and  bringing  away    the  Timber.     I   have    letters  from  Eng- 
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land  by  Mason,  but  the  dates  so  stale  that  the  news  and  ac- 
counts must  be  so  too.  The  Ministers  seem  pleas'd  with 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  N.  York  for  vacating  the  extravagant 
Grants  of  Lands.  We  have  no  news  of  Mr.  Goodwin's  re- 
ceit  of  the  50£  you  remitted  to  London  for  my  wife.  Pray, 
let  me  know  if  your  Correspondent  has  given  you  any  account 
of  paying  that  a  oney. 

I  have  writ  to  Coll.  Courtlandt,  this  post,  to  quickeu 
him  in  paying  you  all  that  is  due  of  my  salary — tho'  he  has 
promis'd,  in  his  letter,  this  post,  to  do  it  out  of  the  first  money 
he  receives.  In  his  account  sent  out  a  month  ago,  he  char- 
ges me  with  300j£,  which  I  order'd  to  be  paid  to  Coll. 
Schuyler,  for  victualling,  soon  after  coming  into  that  prov- 
ince ;  but  I  have  now  writ  to  my  Cousin  Nanfan,  to  p'cure 
an  order  of  Council  for  placing  that  debt  on  the  Revenue, 
there  being  no  reson  in  the  world  I  should  pay  it  out  of  my 
salary.  Therefore,  there  will  be  300^  more  for  you  to  re- 
ceive for  me — only  that  I  am  willing  to  Lend  my  Co.  Nan- 
fan  50Jl,  of  it.     I  desiie  you  will  not  faile  to         .... 

.     .     ,     for  changing  that  sum, and  when 

that's  done,  to  solicite  Coll.  Courtlandt  for  the  payment 
of  that,  and  all  the  rest  of  my  arrear  of  salary  to  you. 

My  wife  desires  yours  and  Madam  De  Peyster's  care 
in  Looking  after  the  necklace  of  pearl.  She  has  sent  you  a 
role  of  Tobacco  lately,  sent  me  from  Virginia,  by  Coll.  Jen- 
nings, w'ch  she  hopes  will  prove  as  sweet-scented  as  any 
you  have  smoak'd  this  long  time.  'T  is  deliver'd  to  one 
Teller,  the  master  of  a  sloop,  which  is  to  sail  the  first  fair 
wind  to  N.  York. 

Pray,  take  care  about  providing  lauitable  goods  for  the  In- 
dians, against  my  going  to  Albany,  as  I  desired  you  in  my 
last.     Our  affectionate  service  to  5ladam  De  Peyster. 

I  am  your  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  servant, 

BELLOMOxNT. 

Pray,  do  not  fail  to  speak  to  my  Co.  Nanfan,  to  order 
Coll.  Courtlandt  to  pay  you  the  price  of  the  ship  Nassau, 
w'ch  Mr.  Graham  gave  his  opinion  belonged  wholly  to  me, 
as  being  a  wreck,  and  Mr.  Newton  is  of  the  same  opinion 
here.  There's  no  reason  Coll.  Courtlandt  should  keep  the 
money  all  this  while  in  his  hands,  and  I  perceive  he  would 
willingly  to  the  end  of  the  Chapter. 

Coll.  Hamiltov  writes  to  a  person  in  this  Town  that   the 

faction     .     .     .     k  desire  that  J not  return 

to  Albany,  Pray,  let  me  know  how  you  feel  by  that  piece 
of  news. 
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Boston,  the  2Ath, 

Sir.  I  have  rec'd,  this  post,  your  Letters  of  the  8th  and 
18th  Inst.,  and  am  glad  you  have  Imployed  Mr.  LathaxM  in 
Cutting  the  Ship  Timber,  and  hope  he  will  perform  that 
service  according  to  my  expectation.  I  writ  last  post  to  the 
Lieut.-Governor,  to  appoint  Mr.  Walters  Judge  of  the  Su- 
perior Court. 

I  am  heartily  glad  of  your  victory  agt.  Van  Sweeten  in 
England.  I  am  also  glad  of  your  two  ships  coming  laden 
from  the  ^ladeiras,  w'ch  will  supply  new  York  plentifully 
w'th  wine  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  find  your  account  largely 
therein. 

I  desire  you  will  let  me  know  what  you  take  to  be  the 
Cause  of  the  present  scarcity  of  money  in  N.  York.  It  would 
make  one  believe  merchants  there  send  it  to  England  in  spe- 
cie, as  the  merchants  here  do. 

I  have  writ,  this  post,  again,  to  Coll.  Courtlandt,  to  pay 
you  all  the  arrears  of  my  salary.  He  shall  find,  in  a  little 
time,  that  I  know  when  I  am  ill  us'"d,  for  I  can  take  when  I 
please  the  benefit  he  has  of  furnishing  the  Fort  with  wood, 
and  other  things,  and  paying  workmen,  w'ch  I  believe  he 
makes  a  more  than  ordinary  advantage  of,  and  also  of  victu- 
alling the  Companies — and  of  this  last  article 

a  good  advantage,  when  the  subsistence  is  paid  in  "England. 
I  am  now  in  a  way  of  making  that  matter  certain,  so  that  the 
victuallers  shall,  for  the  time  to  cdme,  receive  their  money 
duly. 

My  wife  presents  her  thanks  and  service  to  Madam.  De 
Peyster,  for  her  kind  Letter.  She  has  a  pain  in  her  head, 
or  she  would  answer  it  this  post:  she  desires  by  all  means 
Madam  De  Peyster  will  be  so  kind  as  to  secure  the  pearl 
necklace  for  her.  if  it  is   good  and  Cheap. 

I  draw  on  Coll.  Courtlandt,  this  post,  tor  56£  5s.,  by 
bill  of  exchange,  payable  to  Joseph  Buexo,  the  Jew,  at  ten 
days'  sight.  I  wish  you  would  watch  whether  Courtlandt 
be  carefull  to  save  my  credit.  Perhaps  he  may  be  such  a 
brute  as  to  let  my  credit  suffer,  and  not  accept  m}'  bill :  but 
I  will  then  Immediately  turn  him  out  of  all.  I  dare  not  med- 
dle with  a  farthing  of  the  2,000£  tax  till  I  have  the  King's 
leave.  I  am  quite  out  of  money.  I  hope  to  see  you  at  N. 
York  the  latter  end  of  June.  My  service  to  Madam  De 
Peyster.     I  conclutle. 

Your  very  affectionate  Friend  and  Servant, 

BELLAMONT. 
^    Against     next     post,      I    will    examine     Coll.    Court- 
landt's  account  of  my  salary,    which    I    have    not  yei  had 
time  to  do. 
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Boston,  the  5th  April,  1700. 

Sir.  I  receiv'd  notyours  of  the  25Lh  of  last  month  till 
this  day — the  post  having  been  stopped  four  or  five  days  on 
the  way  hither  by  the  bad  weather. 

I  am  very  thanktull  for  your  kindness,  in  supplying  me 
with  the  Two  dO£  bills  of  exchange  ;  but  having  drawn  last 
post  on  Coll.  CouRTLAXDT  "for  50£,  I  shall  have  occasion  but 
for  one  of  the  Bills,  and  do  now  return  you  t'other. 

1  am  glad  you  write  me  word  that  Mr.  Latham  is  pro- 
ceeding in  cutting  the  Ship  Timber,  which  I  desire  you  will 
Incourage  him  in,  for  I  set  my  heart  much  on  that  matter.  • 

I  have  directed  a  message  to  be  carried  to  the  5  Nations, 
by  Coll.  Schuyler,  Mr.  Livingston  and  Mr.  Hanson, 
and  John  Baptist  Van  Epp  is  to  go  Interpreter  with  them. 
They  are  to  go  no  further  than  to  the  Onondaga's  Castle,  and 
are  to  send  my  message  to  the  other  Nations  bv  some  trusty 
Indians.  They  have  my  instructions,  in  writing,  what  to 
say  to  the  Indians,  and  how  to  behave  themselves  in  every 
respect.  I  have  appointed  all  the  Sachems  of  the  5  Nations 
to  meet  me  at  Albany  on  the  10th  day  of  next  August,  and 
the  messengers  are  to  tell  them  that  I  Intend  them  then  a 
good  present.  I  desire  you  will  keep  this  private  a  while, 
tho'  long  it  will  not  be  a  secret  at  Yorke,  because  I  have 
writ  to  the  Commiss'ers  at  Alban}',  of  my  design.  I  wish 
you  would  advise  me,  too,  how  I  may  secure  a  quantity  of 
such  woolen  clothes  as  are  fit  for  the  Indians,  viz  :  shrowds 
and  dresses,  &c.,  and  nor  pay  so  extravagant  rates  for  them, 
as  I  did  the  last  time  I  went  to  Albany,  and  there  must  be 
Linen  for  shirts  for  them  too.  I  would  gladly  have  you  and 
Mr.  Livingston  concern'd  in  furnishing  those  things,  provi- 
ded I  rna}'  be  personally  used,  and  I  will  undertake  to  pay 
you  in  3  months'  time.  I  Intend  as  good  a  present  to  the 
Indians  as  ever  was  made  them,  and  from  thence  you  may 
take  your  measures  as  to  the  quantity  you  are  to  provide. 
I  am  told  those  woolends  may  be  had  20  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  at  York  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  take  such  a  course,  as  I 
may  not  be  abus'd  in  the  price.  I  would  Implo}^  you  sim- 
ply in  the  affair,  but  that  I  am  obliged  to  Mr.  Livingston, 
and  would  not  willingly  pnt  any  slight  upon  him.  Besides,  I  ■■ 
believe  1  must  lodge  at  his  house  at  Albany. 

We  are  in  fear  that  the  ship  commanded  bv  Mason  and 
HoRTON,  and  the  brigantine  by  Jones,  are  all  three  lost. 

Pray,  give  my  service  to  your  brother,  the  late  Mayor,  and 
to  Dr.  Staats,  Mr.  Waters  and  Mr.  Governeur.  Tell  Mr. 
GouvENEUR  I  rec'd  his  letter  and  news,  and  thank  him  for 
it,  but  have  not  lime  to  write  to  him. 
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I  desire  you  will  Inquire  whether  there  has  been  any  newj 
'at  York  of  Mr.  Leisler's  arrivall  in  England.  I  sent  a 
packet  to  England  by  him,  to  the  Ministers — but  have  not 
heard  of  his  or  from  him  since. 

Let  me  know  if  it  be  True  if  Mr.  Hungerford  is  marri- 
ed to  Mistress  Bond. 

My  wife  desires  the  favor  of  Madam  De  Peyster,  to 
buy  her  the  pearl  necklace,  if  they  be  good  and  reasonably 
cheap.     So,  w'th  our  kind  service  to  her,  I  conclude. 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

Boston,  the  I2th  of  May,  1700. 

Sir.  I  had  not  time  to  write  to  you  last  post,  to  tell  you 
I  reciev'd  yours  of  the  29th  of  last  month,  w'th  3  papers  in- 
closed, viz  :  a  bill  of  loading  signed  Mathias  de  Hart, 
another  signed  John  Van  Brigh,  and  a  copy  of  Coll. 
Courtlandt's  account  of  the  price  of  the  ship  Nassau. 

Yours  of  the  6th  inst.  I  rec'd  last  night.  I  desire  3'ou  will 
deliver  the  Inclosed  letter  to  Capt.  Evertson,  for  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Kickoverall.  When  I  come  to  York,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  undeceive*  Capt.  Evertson,  and  so  tell  him.  I 
had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Governeur  about  itt  this  post. 

I  am  glad  the  new  Town-house  is  so  far  advanced.  I  fear 
by  Mr.  Latham's  stay  so  long  in  the  woods,  he  will  make 
that  Ship  Timber  I  bespoke  very  chargeable,  w'ch  will 
spoil  the  good  grace  of  the  matter. 

Our  kind  service  to  Madam  De  Peyster.  I  am. 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

Dr.  Staats  writes  Coll.  Romer  word  that  Spencer  is 
come  from  England,  and  Verto  says  he  heard  FLETCHERt 
say  he  would  have  me  out  of  my  Governments,  tho'  it  should 
cost  him  10,000i£.  Pray,  let  me  know  the  truth  of  it,  but 
make  the  inquiry  as  privately  as  you  can. 

D  ERiM  ER,  the  late  Sheriffe,  and  Mr.  Gouv  ern  eur,  have 
plaid  the  fool  extremely,  for  taking  such  a  foolish  bond  for 
Shelly's  appearance.  I  believe  I  shall  be  directed  from 
England  to  prosecute  them  both  for  putting  such  a  fraud  upon 
the  King,  for  it  can  passe   under  no  better  a  name. 

Boston,  the  Sth  of  June,  1700. 
Sir.     I  am  glad  of  your  safe   return  home  from   your  cir- 

*This  can  hardly  be  ''■undeceive''' — the  original  is  not  intelligible. 

tCol.   liKNJAMiN    r  :.i;i<-ii3!'.    tiovc-rnor   of  the  Coloi'.y   prior  to  P.ei.t,o- 

MONT. 
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cuit.  I  have  had  uo  letters  from  the  Ministers  by  tlie  two 
Ships  lately  come  from  London,  except  one  from  ray  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  two  or  three  from  particular  friends.  It 
seems  Mr.  Weaver  sent  the  Ministers  packets  by  Jeffers, 
to  N.  York,  who  is,  I  hope,  arriv'd  there  by  this  time.  I  am 
afraid  Latham  will  have  made  that  Timber  he  is  about 
very  chargeable,  which  will  spoil  my  design  in  a  great  mea- 
sure. 

I  am  quite  out  of  paper,  and  this  town  affords  none  that  is 
good.     Our  kind  Service  to  Madam   De  Peyster. 

T  am  your  affectionate  friend  and  Servant. 

BELLOMONT. 

Pray,  call  on  Mr.  Clarkson  for  my  fees,  and  receive  them 
for  me.  [  believe  I  shall  be  forced  to  find  another  Secretary, 
that  has  sense  enough  not  to  betray  the  Secrets  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. HuNGERFORD  must  have  had  notice  of  the  writts 
for  ai^resting,   from  Clarkson. 

Boston,  the  1th  July,  1700. 

Sir.  Latham's  account  has  frighted  me — it  seeming  to 
me  a  most  extravagant  one.  I  can  only  tell  you  that  Mv. 
Partridge,  tbrSOOX,  loaded  a  ship  of  260  Tons,  at  Pes- 
cattaway  ;  and  the  ship  Fortune,  which  is  but  of  a  130  Ton, 
will,  at  this  rate,  take  a  load  that  will  cost  306X,  6s.  2td.  I 
desire  you  will  forbear  paying  the  money  till  I  get  to  York, 
for  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  Latham's  account,  and  his 
usage  of  me.  I  had  better  have  had  the  timber  provided  at 
Pescattaway  than  have  run  the  hazard  of  being  so  cheated, 
as  I  find  I  am   like  to  be. 

My  wife  and  I  are  thankfule  for  your  kind  Invitation  to 
your  house,  but  we  are  Loath  to  be  Troublesome  to  you, 
and  therefore  Intend  to  go  directly  to  the  Fort,  and  there 
take  up  our  quarters.  Our  kind  service  to  Madam  De 
Peyster.  I  am  your  affectionate  friend, 

and  humble  servant, 

BELLOMONT. 

I  intend  to  embark  next  Friday,  God  willing.  I  believe 
the  Timber  ought  to  be  shipped  out  of  hand. 

Morrisania,  May  22d,  1699. 
Noble  Coll.  I  take  the  freedom  to  salute  you  with  un- 
feigned respects,  and  at  the  same  time  most  heartily  to  con- 
gratulate my  Lords  and  Ladys,  together  with  your  safe  ar- 
rivalls  at  Boston,  and  doubt  not  but  you  found  all  things 
propitious,  and  the  people  so  sensible  of  their  happiness  that 
they  received  my  Lord  with  the  Loud  acclamations  of  Hos- 
sanas.  That  place  being  freed  from  tiie  heats  and  ammosiLys 
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which  abounds  with  us,  must  in  Course  render  his  Lldsps/ 
government  more  easle  than  'twas  here.  I  heartily  pray  for 
their  prosperity,  and  that  the  people  there  may  make  a  good 
use  of  the  great  Blessing  they  now  posess,  bv  having  a  per- 
son of  such  virtue,  nobility  and  integrity,  to  be  theirlluler. 

Mr.  Frexch  and  y'rs  came  last  Thursday  from  England, 
(and?)talk  moderately.  MyLord  has  great  tHends.  Fletcher's 
pride  has  done  him  little  good.  They  report  he  was  Insolent 
befor  the  Lords.  BrtooK  bound  for  the  Ea.-t  Indies,  an  a':^ent 
for  the  new  Comp'y,  with  the  salary  of  l,000i:  p.  ann.  JNIr. 
Weaver  not  yet  gone  to  Barbadoes.  It  is  not  certain 
whether  he  or  Mr.  Huxgerford  will  carry  the  Collector's 
plase.  Bayard  busie  with  the  pirates,  [r]  Jeffry.s  and 
Wake  expected  every  day,  were  fallen  down  to  Grave.> 
End.  Arxold  returned  what  brought — sent  to  my  Lord — 
to  which  I  refer  you.  I  liear  y'r  Lady  and  Family  are  well. 
I  intend  for  York  to-morrow  ;  pray  give  my  humble  dut}'  to 
my  Lord  and  Lady,  .Madam  Nanfa.x,  Mrs.  Bryax,  and'  all 
the  Family.  I  shall  have  you  dayly  in  my  remembrance, 
with  hearty  wishes  tor  your  jjrosperity,  and  if  lean  be  any 
way  serviceable,  y'r  commands  shall  be  liie  delight  of 
Noble  Coll.,  your  most  obliged  Humble  Serv't, 

JA:    GRAHAM.* 

N.  YoRKE,  June  oth,  1699. 
Noble  Coll.  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  y'r  favor  of  the 
29th  inst.,  as  well  as  to  acquaint  you  that  ye  noble  Reception 
of  my  Lord  was  matter  of  great  Joy  to  all  my  Lord's  friends, 
and  of  as  great  shame  and  confusion  to  his  Enemys,  who  now 
begin  to  hang  their  ears  tho'  the  arrivall  of  Shelley  [said  to 
have  great  treasure]  buoyes  up  some.  It  is  very  strange 
that  there  should  be  ship  at  the  llooke  9  days,  and  nobodv 
know  from  whom  she  comes.  The  Lt.  Gov."  told  me  that  a's 
soon  as  he  had  notice  [v/hich  was  last  Saturday]  he  sent  tor 
the  Customhouse  officers,  but  the  bird  was  flowen  before  they 
came.  At'ter  they  had  un Laded  all  they  ran  her  ashoar, 
near  the  Red  Hook,t  and  deserted  her.  The  matter  is  upon 
examination, and  when  discovered, [I.-]  shallCommunicate,but 
cannot  by  this  post.  Sev'll  vessels  are  Come  in  from  Jama- 
ica, Nevis,  Barbadoes,  and  the  Pay  seems  to  be  a  Brisk 
'  trade.  But  I  have  been  a  stranger  to  the  town,[I.'J  have  had 
JuDG  Guen-  wiih  me  a  week.  He  did  not  iorget  to  remem- 
ber your  noble  Company's  and  your  selfe  twice  every  day. 

*Jiewrder  of  the  City  of  Xew  York,  1692  to  1700.  fie  was  Recoi'dtr 
dnrinp  the  3  last  vears  of  Auraram  De  PeyhtehV  <t'rvice  u>  ^fxvnr.  iSr-e 
v..  11.  N.  Y.,  i'a-;  -2.35.) 

tA  point  of  Lori<r  Island,  <)]jpo>it';  [>ontli  of]  Goveriior'.s  F.-laiul. 
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I  must  rekr  you  to  others  lor  news.  Madam  D'  Peyster 
and  y'r  family  are  well,  and  1  beg  you  to  give  my  dotyfuU 
salutes  to  my  Lord  and  ny  Lady,  whose  prosperity  I  con- 
tinually pray  for.  I  wish  you  all  happiness,  and  acknow- 
ledge myself  with    much  atiection,  Dr.  Sr., 

Yr.  most  obliged  and  most  faithful  Servant, 

J  A.  GRAHAM. 

New  Yorke,  June  ye  26th,  1699. 

•HoxLBE.  Sir.  1  had  Yours  of  ye  19th  Instant,  since  which 
Little  news  has  occurred  that's  worth  \'our  Honour's  notice. 
Capt.  Bo-YD  and  Capt.  Max?,^v  falls  down  to  morrow,  and 
on  Tuesday  or  Thursday  will  sayle  from  ye  Hooke.  Mr. 
Phillips'  Barque,  Jo.  Bakek,  M"'aster,  will  sayle  for  Eng- 
land in   14  or  16   days  at  furthest. 

Last  week  Capt.  Shelley  was  committed  to  ye  Sherriff's 
Custody,  but  was  Bavld  by  3L  Ling  and  Roger  Baker, 
^5,000  Bond. 

Do.M.  Dellius,  'tis  said,  is  absented,  for  fear  he  should 
be  siopt  from  going  to  England  with  those  vessells.  The 
Counsel  sent  three  tinjes  tor  him,  but  he  Cannot  be  found. 
On  Thursday  last  a  sloop  from  Navis*  arrived  here,  Loading 
chiefely  Rum.  She  belongs  to  Bristol.  No  news.  Satur- 
day, a  Barque  belonging  to  London,  one  Wasson,  Master, 
arrived  from  Feyall,t  two  months  passage.  He  brings  No 
News.  Also,  a  Sloop  from  ye  Bay  of  Campechee,  Consign- 
ed to  Jacobus  V.  Courtlaxdt.  Conjing  hither,  she  put'^in 
att  Carolina,  and  brings  News  that  Capt".  Hyxe  lias  taken  a 
ship  of  10  Guns,  Coming  out  of  ye  Bay  belonging  to  Caro- 
lina, Bermudas  Built,  and  one  William  Rotts,' Master  ;  and 
[had]  'tis  said  designs  in  her  on  ye  Coast,  in  order  to  supply 
himself  with  Provisions  for  Further  Villanys. 

^  Coll.  Webb,  being  ready  to  sayle,  went  ashoar  at  New 
Castle,  where  he  and  the  Master  lay  all  night.  In  ye  Inter- 
im, the  men  Run  away  with  the  Barquentme,  and'  all  his 
Greasers.  He  said  there  is  X8,000  in  money  on  board,  be- 
sides Logwood,  Brazeletta,  Ambergris,  [?]  and  other  Goods. 
Webb's  almost  Distracted  for  the  loss  of  his  papers — but  I 
fanc}^  for  ye  Loss  of  his  money. 

'T'is  said  Andrew  Gravenrast  is  in  Irons  in  Maryland. 
His  sloop  is  Seiz'd  for  Carrying  ye  Pyrates  and  East  India 
Goods.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add",  worth  vour  Honours 
Notice,  but  acknowledge  that  I  am,  Hon'ble  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  most  obedient  Serv't, 

• WILL.  SHARP  AS. 

*"N"av:« — X/:.: is-— .lit  island  in  ;!.,    7,',  ,,  indifs,  liflouyiuji;  tu  £ui,'iariu, 
tFatil — the  most  important  of  the  Azores  or  We^tern  Islands.' 
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New  Yorke,  June  the  26th,  1799. 
Coll.  Abraham  D'  Peyster  :  Sr.  We  Received  your 
Letter  by  the  post,  and  shall  take  all  the  Care  Imaginable 
Concerning  the  Ship  of  Capt.  Shelley.  According  to  my 
Lord's  order,  and  bv  the  next  post,  shall  send  "you  a  particu- 
lar account  of  what  is  Done.  Sr.  this  may  also  acquaint 
you  what  Coll.  Courtlandt  and  my  selfe  are  about  selling 
the  Ship  Left  with  us  to  Mr.  Lendor  Hugon  and  Some  oth- 
ers, which  Will  fit  her  out  with  6  weeks  provisions.  We 
shall  have  their  answer  this  week  about  it,  for  we  cannot 
light  of  any  body  that  will  Bye  her  Sayles  and  Rigging 
with  out  the  ship,  and  for  to  put  it  in  accandon,  we  shall 
make  but  very  Littell.  The  Attorney  Gen'r'l  is  of  opinion 
that  this  will  be  the  Best  for  the  King's  Interest.  We  have 
not  any  news,  only  Last  night  arrived  a  ship  from  Fayall, 
and  a  sloop  from  the  Bahamas.  We  have  not  further  to 
offer,  but  our  Hearty  Respects  shall  Remaine,  Sr,, 
Your  Humble  Servants  to  Command. 

ROBERT  WALTERS.* 

Boston,  24th  of  May,  1703. 
Mr.  Abra.  De  Pystre  :  Sir.  Your  Brother  hath  just 
now  Del'd  me  your  favour,  17th  currant.  I  noate  the  price 
of  oyle  on  Long  Isl'd,  and  the  freight  thence,  which,  added 
together,  makes  just  £13  a  Tunn,  as  I  ordered.  Now  all 
the  risque  from  the  Island,  which  1  Looke  upon  but  small, 
wherefore  wo  n't  stand  for  that,  but  allow  it  to  be  for  my 
acc't.  I  wrote  in  my  former  to  ship  it  for  London  on 
some  good  ship,  am  since  Informed  your  freights  are  high, 
if  can't  be  had  at  6£  a  Tunn,  pray  send  it  me  hither 
per  first  sloop,  I  have  shipt  here,  for  £5,  lOs.  on  good  ships, 
This  is  all  that  is  the  needfuU  at  present.      I  remain,  Sr., 

Your  very  Hum.  Serv't, 

SAM'L  BAKER. 

Saint  Thomass,  Sept.  16,  1709. 
KiM)  Sir. 

I  am  always  in  haste  when  any  Vessels  sailes  home  for  those 
Berraudians,  when  once  their  own  business  is  despatched 
will  hardly  allow  another  man  time  to  do  his.  I  speak  not 
of  Mr.  Smith,   who  is  always  easy   enough,  but   I  am  per- 

*A  merchant  of  New  York,  married  one  of  the  dau<Thter9  of  Jacob 
T.yj-'i.'s.v..  He  was  Junior  P'jiir'?  Judge  and  a  ilember  of  the  Provincial 
Council,  afterwards  Mayor. 
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secuted  by  one  Birch,  one  of  ye  Advice's  owners,  who  I 
could  willingly  have  sent  away  in  Company  with  the  other; 
but  I  believe  it  will  be  so  late  that  things  will  not  be  clear 
this  night.  You'l  find  what  I  have  shipt  you  and  the  other 
gentlemen  in  ye  two  sloops,  for  I  shall  just  have  time  to 
weigh  off  two  bales  more  of  Cotton,  and  finish  the  Invoice 
of  ye   Cargo,  before  this  sloop  sayles. 

I  rec'd  vour  open  letter  for  Mr.  Smith,  but  no  direction 
from  your  selfe  what  to  do  w'th  the  money,  if  I  should  call 
for  it,  for  which  reason  it  is  still  in  his  hands.  If  you  intended 
it  for  a  Help  to  supply  my  occasions,  if  they  required  it,  I 
own  your  favor,  and  return  you  many  thanks  for  your  kind- 
ness and  esteeme  the  obligation  as  much  as  if  it  had  been 
usefull,  which  at  presfnii  happens  not  for  I  have  now  lefte 
enough  to  answer  uiy  ends.  However,  I  propose,  since  I 
know  it  will  be  for  3'our  advantage  to  call  for  that  money, 
which  I  believe  to  be  about  £192  8s.  8  (for  so  much  I  found 
comibg  to  me),  when  the  first  Negro  ship  arrives,  whith  we 
quickly  expect,  and  purchass  for  you  young  slaves,  which  I 
am  sure  will  give  you  satisfaction.  That  sum  will  purchase 
three  good  slaves  about  fifteen  years  old,  and  expenses  till 
a  proper  season  for  shipping  them  shall  be  shunned,  for  I 
can  always  find  houses  that  will  give  them  victualls  for  their 
Labour.  I  propose  this  for  your  service,  which  I  doubt 
not  but  you'l  approve.  We  have  now  a  rising  market  for 
flower  of  the  last  parcells.  I  sold  200  bbls.  for  seven,  to  be 
paid  in  weighty  gold  and  silver,  which  is  ecjuivalent  to  7  1-2 
P.  8s.8d.  in  Cur'tt  Cash,  if  not  better.  I  have  sold  about  fifty 
more  (but  not  yet  Indorsed)  at  8  P-^Ss.  >>d.  a  Bbl.  and  at  that 
rate  I  reckon  the  rest  will  go.  Pardon  scribbling,  being 
in  haste.  I  am,  kind  Sir, 

Your  most  humble    servant, 

RO  :   WATTS.* 


Sanquct  to  £or&  ScUomont.t 

An  Acoun't  of  disbursmants  be  spock  by  the  mayer 
and    Alderman,   Cornall    Wil'm  Merret  and    Mr.    Brant 

*This  must  have  been  my  mother's  great  grandfather  (my  g.  g.  grand- 
father.) (See  Page  2,  supra.)  He  wa.s  the  first  of  the  name  in  North 
America. 

fAt  pages  95,  9G,  supra,  will  be  found  a  Biographical  Notice  of  the 
Eabi.  ok  1)Ei.t.omoxt.  from  Ali.f.n'.'^  Aitierlcnn  Biographlrnl  and  Hustorical 
D-ietwimry,  which,  although  e.x:Tremely  interesting,  does  not  contain  the 
same  amount  of  information  respecting  that  distinguished  Governor,  as 
tV.e  Sket<;h  of  tlie  Eahi.  of  Bem.omost,  published  in  the  Sey)tember  Num- 
ber [1848'  of  the  l^t  Volutiie  lA'  tiie  J/iurini/t    i^"arternj    Ixtijls'er   and 
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Skiler,+  of  ihe  Sitey  ot\New  York,  for  A  irett  for  one  hundred 
and  Fiftav  man  for  tow  Antertain  the  Erall  of  Ballamount 
at  his  arrivall  her,  in  the  year  1698,  month  of  Aprall,  as  folo. 

2  quarters  of  wanson,        cost 
6  Turkes,  at  6s.  9d.  a  pr.  is 
6  gees,  at  3s.  is 

3  1-2  dosan  of  fouls,  12  sqob  pigons, 
8  tarn  ducks,  cost  2s.  3d.  apes,  is 

1  hin  quarter  muton,  is 

2  gamons  of  backan,  24  lb.  at  9,  is, 
,    1  1-2  hundrad  of  befe,  at  6d.  is, 

6  nedtongs,  at  Is.  6d.  is 

3  fat  Lams,  cost  36s.  is 

2  fat  Cafes,  cost  4()s.  is, 

3  quarters  of  pork,  58  lb.  at  6d.  is 
16  lb.  of  Sasages,  at  9d  is 
6  lb.  of  ris,  at  Is.  is 
67  lb.  of  boter,  at  Is.  is 
1  hundred  of  ilower,  cost 
1  botle  of  Capers,  cost  fSs.  is 
1  pot  of  anchovis,  cost  18.  is 

1  small  pot  of  pickuUs,  cost  5s,  is 
20  bits  in  Eges,  is 
121b.  of  Sockets,  at  3s.  a  pound  is 

2  ounces  of  must,  at  5,  6.  is 
2  ounces  of  cloves,  at  3s,  3c!.  is 
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Magi.i.zine.  pairfs  434  to  447.  Mr.  -f.  15.  Md  'i-e.  rho  Author  of  rliis  Sketch, 
;it  pa"e  44-'>.  ijuotes  nvo  of  tlie  lettoi"-  [iriven  to  t!if  yem  York  Hhforiral 
Society  by  i.iy  -rarxUhther.  iFiaHDHlii-CB  it  V3EYSiZ32U,  K^q..,)  by 
him  stvlc'i!  "The  Iklloinoot  Faperx."  wliicli  should  more  iirojiL-riy  be  en- 
titled •'Thi'  Brlloitiofit  (Uiil  >lr  Pe lister  Letterg."  Line  6th.  of  page  44.5, 
conrains  a  irross  libel,  not  Mr.  ^Moore's,  liowevor.  on  a  very  worthy  w.im. 
Dr.  Samt-ki.  StAATs.  not  Skaat.-^,  who  wa<  a  Phi/sir/nri,  descended  from 
an  old  and  i-e-i-ertalile  Dutch  family  of  Albany,  not  a  Burlier-Svr'jeon.o^ 
equal  stiindinir.  certainly,  by  V\<.  ])rofe->irtn.  if  for  no  other  rea-on.  with 
BAYAKi),wbo  had  bfeii  a  clerk,  and  was  a  merrliant  and  brewer:  Misveii.k, 
likewise  a  iiRTchaiit :  and  "Wiu.ett  and  IIeatik dte.  sea-captains.  iVc.  &c. 
The  Si-otcliiaan.  Livixgstox.  so  otlen.sively  mentioned  in  the  next  line,  was 
the  head  of  tlie  hiirh-born  and  well-hred  race,  and  master  i^i  the  U>rdly 
manor  of  that  naiae. 

.  It  is  not  likfly  tliat  the  irentle  and  sju-'aciou-  Eahi,  of  Bei.i.omo.>(t.  the 
"personal  tVii-nd"  and  confidant  of  Holland's  ;uid  Entjland's  ;_Teatesr  Wlli- 
LIAM,  would  have  selected  for  his  counselors  and  associates  other>  than 
laen  of  ability,  intcixrity.  and  ])osition.  What  di-e  Ileeren  Ap.i;AnAM_DS 
Pkysteu  and  Rohek-t  Livingstox  were,  we  all  know.  '"£>  "?"'  di^ice 
0/nriM'—t'vn\a  t!te-e  specimeas  you  may  judtre  of  the  remainder. 

fCol.  William  MKKimn.  who  was  succeeded  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
sairie  year  by -loriANXE-s  De  Peystek.     (See  *  6,  Page  22.  supra.) 

tBRANOT  SrirrYLEP..  Ife  was  no  long"'-  Ahlenn'ni.  but  h'ld  -erved  the 
previous  yoar-  Mir  the  South  Ward. 
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2  ounces  of  sinimunt,  at  2s.  3(1.  is  00     4     6 

8  lb.  ofcorunc,  at  2s.  3d.  is  00  18  00 

24  lb.  of  Sugar,  at  6d.  is  00  12  00 

2  1-2  Ihs.  of  lofe  suger,  at  2s.  is  00     5  00 

For  bords  and  timber  and  nails  and  car- 
pander  work  to  mack  tow  long  tabells, 
cost  54s.  2  14  00 

1  negro  man,  4  days  work,  at  2s.  3d.  is     00     9  00 
1  negro  woman,  4  days,  at  Is.  6d.  is         00     6  00 

Errs.  Except,     by  me  Ei.iz.  Jauduix.    X34     4  03 

This  is  the  boyld  dighis  : 

2  gamons  and  iouls, 
2  lag  weel  and  backen, 
1  leg  pork  and  grens, 


3  Rumps  befe  boyld, 
2  laofs  moten. 


10  dishes. 


RosT  Met. 

3  sirlins  of  beefe, 

3  Lins  of  Weel, 

6  tungs,  3  orders.     Rosted. 

4  quarters  Lam, 
'  6  turkes. 

6  gees, 

8  ducks,  12  pigons.     Rosted. 

2  legs    of  pork. 

,4  back  plom  puding. 

'  1  wanson    pasty, 

3  bam  pyes, 

2  oyster  pyes, 
2  Lumber  pyes. 
—  8  dishes. 


3  dosun  of  mins  pyes, 
3  dosen  of  marmalat  tarts, 
3  dosen  of  apell  tarts, 

3  dosan  of  Cranebery  tarts, 
1  dosan  of  goosberrv  tarts. 

_         '  13. 

4  dosen  of  gusterds, 

Apells,  ches,  and  nots  of  all  sorts. 


25  dishes. 


56  dishes  nett. 
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To  the  Widow  Elizabeth  Jourdain,  her  Exectors  or 
Assigns,  the  Sum  of  Twenty  Five  Pounds  for  Lodging  of 
Soldiers,  and  entertaining  the  Gentlemen  of  Her  Majesties 
Council,  when  met  at  her  House  on  the  affairs  of  the  Late 
Expedition  against  Canada  :  a  claim  of  Thirty  Four  Pounds, 
Four  Shillings  and  Three  Pence,  made  by  Her,  over  and 
above  the  Sum  aforesaid,  being  due  from  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Nev.'York,  which  demand  the  said 
JoRDAiN  is  not  debarr'd  or  precluded  by  this  act  from  ma- 
king of  or  receiving  from  the  said  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  at 
any  time  hereafter. 


To  the  Worp'll,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonality  of 

the  City  of  New  York  : 

The  Humble  Petition  of  Elizabeth  Jourdain 
Sheweth  : 

That  soon  After  the  arrival  of  the  Earle  of  Bellomont,  by 
the  order  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  And  of  this  Corporation, 
Yo'r  petitioner  provided  an  Entertainment  for  his  Lordship, 
his  Councill,  and  most  of  The  Genl'n  of  this  City,  which 
amounted  to  Thirty  Four  Pounds,  four  shillings  and  Three 
Pence  :  Which  as  yet  remanes  Due  to  her  ;  And  hope  that 
Your  Worshipps  will  Care  it  to  believe  it  to  be  A  great 
hardship,  Your  Petitioner  Btnng  a  Widow,  and  a  numerous 
Family  to  Maintain,  to  be  so  long  out  of  her  Mony.  That 
Youre  Petitioner  Understanding  that  the  Hon'ble  Assembly 
would  Pay  or  order  all  Just  Chaiges  to  be  paid  by  her  Hum- 
ble Petition,  Apply'd  herself  to  them,  who  were  pleased  to 
allow  her  another  Claim,  She  had  upon  the  Government 
Relateintj  the  Lodgeine:  And  Entertaining  persons  When  met 
at  her  house  on  the  affairs  of  the  Late  Expedition  Agamst 
Canada.  But  for  the  above  Claim,  they  looked  upon  it  to 
be  due  from  the  Mayor  and  Alderman  of  the  City  of  New 
York  ;  which  by  that  Act  she  was  Not  Debarrd  or  precluded 
to  receive,  but  Recommended  To  Your  Worshipps  for  pay- 
ment. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prayes  That  your  Wor- 
shipps would  be  pleased  to  Consider  Her  Case,  As  alsoe 
to  serve  the  Corporation,  and  by  her  readiness  to  Grant  her 
A  Warrant  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  City  for  the  receipt 
of  the  above  Charge.  And  your  petitioner  as  in  Duty 
bound  shall  pray.  *  *  * 


,T 
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Crjratu  antf  Amissions. 

As  the  JBt  jntvsitv  33epcts,  pages  124  to  147,  were  printed 
{romcopus:  on  coinparison  with  the  originals  the  fellowing-  errors  were 
discovered  ;  a  few  trifling  errors  in  orthography  have  not  been  noticed  : 

Page  125,  13th  line,  for  "Bkli-amont"  read  -'Beu.omont,"  and  for  ''oft" 
read  "out." 

Page  125,  16th  line,  for  -Shii""  read  "ships." 
u       u      istij     u     ..     ..jn"        '-     -at." 
"    •  "     2l8t     "     "     "Oodkti.and"  read  "Cortland." 
«'       "      31st     "     insert  (?)  after    "sweets,"  and   add,  as  a   note,  "The 
word  is  doubtful."     It  looks  like  '\Succats,''  and  therefore  query  (?)  it. 

Q.  n.  u. 

Page  127,  1st  line,  for  "from"  read  "of." 

Page  128, 13th  line,  after  "advise"  insert  "with." 
u       ii    22d      "       "     "your"         "     "safe." 

Page  129,  oth  line,  for  "my"  read  -his,"  and  for  "SiiejxeyV  read  "Shbl^ 
LEY  gives." 

Page  129.  6th  line,  after  "little"  insert  "troul)le" ;  in  the  7th  line,  tor  "as- 
signing" read  "affirming"  and  in  the  9th  line,  for  "accepted"  read 
"accused." 

Page  129,  13th  line,  for  "Loa.st"  read  "Lea.st" ;  and  for  "Sedwich     read  , 

"LODWICK." 

Page  129,  16th  line,  for '-niglu"  read  "sight." 

"       "     27th     "     for  "P r"  read  "Paramour." 

"       "     28th     "     for  "b— v"  read  "belly." 

•'       "     32d      "     for  "monthly"  read  "monethly,"  and  in  several  other 

instances  "month"  is  spelt  "nioaeth." 
Page  130,  30th  line,  before  "ship"  in.-ert  "nest,"  and  before  "send"  insert 

"mav." 
Page  131,  10th  line,  for  "Kobat"  read  "PtOBERX." 

"       '>     15th     "     shoidd  read,  "person  T  send  the  pipe,"  &c.  &c. 

"       "     16th     "     for  "by"  read  -pr." 

*'      "     27th  and  30th  lines,  for  •■Aymax"  read  "Rimer." 

"       "     32d  line,  for  "Bryan"  read  "Bayard." 
Page  132,  Uth  line,  for    "Lyxarucs"  and   "Nurei.la"  read  "Lupardcs" 

and  "Nucella"  or  "Lucei.la." 
Page  133,  3d  line,  for  "IIani.ey"  read  "Stanley."  ^ 

"       "     9th  "     for  "Xurella"  and   "Lycl-rggs"   read  "Nucella"  or 

"LucELLA,"  and  "LrPAEors." 
Page  135,  6th  line,  after  "iiigage"'  insert  "him." 

"       "     8th  and  9th  lines,  for  "for  to  London"  read  "her  so  loaden." 

"       "     19th  line,  for  "otfer"  read  "order." 

"       "     30th     "     before  "in"  (first  word)  insert  "you" ;    between  8rd 

and  4th  lines  from  bottom,  insert  '-{This  is  anothfr  letter — date  gone.)'' 
Page  136, 16th  line,  for  "reson"  read  "reason." 

"       "     19th     "     for  "changing"  read   -charging." 

"       "     3rd      "     from  bottom,"for  "J."  read  "De " 

Page  187,  20th  line,  after  "take"  insert  "away." 

"       "     32d     "     for  "is"  read  "be." 

"      "    3rd     "     from  bott..  for  "BELLAMONT"  read  "BELLOMONT." 

Page  138,  31st  line,  for  "personally"  read  "reasonably." 
"       "     33rd    "     after  "was"  insert  "yet." 
"       "    37th  and  38th  lines,  for  "simply"  read  "singly." 
"       "     3d  and  2d  line  from  bottom.     This  name  "GoYERNKrB"is  some- 
times Spclkfl  "GorVEF'.NEUR." 
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Page  139,  4-th  and  otii  lines,  insert  the    ''suice"  after  '-not,"  and    for  'v/ 

his"  read  "of  him." 
Page  139.  17th  line,  for  •'IJiut.ii"  read ''BKrc.u." 

n       u      22d     "■     for  ••undeceive"  read   '"eudeuize."  i.  e.  "uaturali/^"" 

and  obliterate  the  note  (*)  in  relation  to  '•i/ndeirire."'  at   the   hutti>!ii  „' 

the  page. 
Page  ISO,  3-2d  line,  out  ••\']ckto.'"     Tliis  was  ''vcrfc."  [  (Latin.)  i.  e.  f;n 

over  thie  leaf.]  in  the  original,  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 
Page  139,  3(3th  line,  for  '•Depjmek"'  read  "De  P.imer'"  or  ''De  Ryvki-..' 

'•       '>      38th     '•     for  "Siiet.i-y".^"  r*ad  ''Shei.t.ey's.*' 


Cetters    coiuernini^i   tl)e  De  p€l)5^(!5U  iamiltt, 

Translated  from  the  ( Hollandishe )  Dutch,  by  Johann  Charlis 

ScHULTHES,  o/Flenshurg  (Duchy  of  Srhlesicig),  Denmark. 
Attest. 

We,  the  undersigned  :  Adriaax  Banckek,  aged  about  se- 
ven and  twenty,  and  Richard  Baxcker,  aged  about  twenty- 
three  years,  both  residents  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the-.' 
Presents  declare  that  the  letters  hereunto  attached  are  tn.o 
copies  of  the  original  letters,*  which,  having  been  by  us  com- 
pared, have  been  found  accurate,  viz  : 

One  (1)  Letter  signed  Isaack  de  Peyster,  to  Johannes 
DE  Peyster,  daiedyia/irlaa,  27th  September,   1659. 

Two  {2  !c3)  Letters,  signed  L  de  Peyster  to  Johax.nes  de 
Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  od  June,  1672,  and  21st  Novem- 
ber, 1672. 

One  (4)  Letter  frotn  Geertruyda  van  den  Mieroi', 
widow  of  Isaac  de  Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  2Sth  March, 
1684. 

One  (5)  Letter,  signed  H.  C.  van  DiEMExt  and  Johan  de 
Peyster,  to  x\braha.m  de  Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  26lh 
November,    i693. 

Eight  (6  to  13)  Letters,  signed  Johax.'  de  Peysteji  to 
Abraham  de  Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  16th  Nov.  1703; 
30th  Sept.  1704:  13th  Jan'v,  1705;  27th  March,  1705; 
25th  Dec'r  1705  ;  25th  Dec.  1705;  20th  June,  1707 ;,  and 
the  30th  June,  1710. 

Seven  (14  to  20)  Letters,  signed  Johan  di^  Peyster  to 
Johannes  de  Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  15th  Nov.  1695 ; 
25th  Dec.  1705;  7th May,  1707:  23d  May,  1707  ;  22d  July, 
1707  ;  29th  Feb'y,  1708 ;  and  21st  May,  1709. 

Tivo  (21  &  22)  Letters,  signed  .Johan  de  Peyster  to  Cor- 
NELis  de  Peyster,!  dated  Rotterdam,  30th  May,  1726,  and 
10th  Oct.  1730.  _ 

*Written  in  old  Dutch,  with  eon-tantly  recurring  abbreviation.-.  No 
more  ditficult  task  can  be  imagined  than  tjie  translation  of  this  corresooud- 
ence.  , 

tHulio  CiiRiSTi.v.v  v.\x  Dkimex. 

tSee  (*T.)  [.ages  -n-^.  and   112.  m'Ti. 
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Two  (23  &  24)  Letters,  signed  Johax  de  Pevster  to  John 
Spuatt,*  dated  Rotterdam,  19lh  Jan'y,  17]8,  and  19th  April, 
1718:  and  that  we  are  satisfied,  after  a  comparison  and  ex- 
imination  ot"  the  hand-writings  and  signatures,  that  each 
iiid  all  the  letters  signed  Johax  de  Peysteii  to  Akkaham 
pK  Peyster,  Johaxxes  de  Pey'ster,  Corxelis  de  Pev- 
ster, and  JoHx  Spratt,  have  been  written  and  signed  by 
:ieand  the  same  person  [whose  name  is  subscribed  thereto]. 
We  are  convinced  that  all  this  is  true. 
Done  in  New  York,  18th  June,  1751. 

ADR'N    BANCKER,  JunV. 
RICH'D  BANCKER. 
Sworn  before  me,  the  ISth  June,  1751. 

EDW'D   HOLLAND,  Ma,jorA 


1st.  Hacrhinad'j,  27th  Sept.,  1659. 

>R.  JoHANxis  DE  Peyster  :i 

Sir  : — My  very  dear  brother,  Salut :? 

I  thought  3-oa  must  have  forgotten  me  ten  times  over,  bc- 
:ause  you  waited  so  loner  before  ^^nswering  my  letter  from 
Xantes,  bearing  date  4th  Nov.  1656. 

On  account  of  my  indis{)osition,  and  because  I  have  been 
very  busy  the  whole  time,  tor  !NL  Sieurjj  Boureau,  and  more- 
over for  the  reason  I  did  not  hear  any  thing  of  yon,  I  could 
not  write  to  you.  A  few  days  since,  at  this  place,  I  received 
your  two  letters,  dated  22d  July  last,  one  for  brother  Abra- 
ham, and  the  other  for  myself,  to  wiiich  I  shall  now  answ^er 
:n  full,  and  give  you  a  true  relation  of  all  that  has  taken 
place. 

At  Nautcs  I  have  served  my  principal  to  his  perfect  satis- 
faction, and  during  all  the  intervening  time  (trom  the  date  of 
'ay  entering  his  office.'')  I  have  kept  his  books, ^ until  the  28th 


■-r.|ira  :   i>;irticu]arly  oth 


*See  M.vKi\  [tl]  dk  Peystke.   i>a-^>  -21   aii<l  ^-J. 
■  '  Ttli  line-  ot'  r'le  latter  pa;xe. 

tMayor  of  tli».'  City  ot' Xev.-  Ynrk,  174r7-"o7. 

I  See  JouAXXKs.  [Istl  A.  j)aire>  ■21;v23,  siipia. 

.*[Iealtli  and  GreetitiC;. 

j  SiETu — Siej/K-'ir  :   An  liouorary  title.      ilEEi:.  Dnrch  ;   1)ek  IIkkk,  Gcr- 
..tn. 

^Tliis  was  before  tiie  Ukvocatiox  of  tise  Edict  or  Nantes,  for  sub- 
•:'- {ueiit  to  the  dare  thereof,  •34th  Octubor,  KiS.'j.  no  Prure>tHiir  could 
■'ercise  the  profep^ion  of  Counsellor,  r>octor.  Notary,  SrriVie.  Clerk,  So- 
citor.  nor  Jftrrhunt.  The-e  avenues  to  rank  and  fortune  were  closed 
■A-  the  Ordinances  of  Lf>ris  XIV..  loth  -June.  168'J. — 11th  -July,  aiid  5th 
•M  7th  Noveuiher.  1085— llth  -l;iiie.  and  6tli  Au;.'ii<t,  lfi8r>. 

Krf.KN"'-;  S'T.'s  .//<///.  I 'iiriiliir.   d.  7. 
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of  April  last ;  when,  as  a  favor,  I  obtained  permission  frorr. 
Mr.  BouREAU,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Holland.  At  the  earnec^ 
request  of  brother  Abraham,  I  proceeded  on  to  London,  trav- 
elling  across  the  country ;  but  not  feeling  well  during  mv 
journey,  I  did  not  arrive  there  until  the  end  of  April,  when  I 
found  him  some  eight  miles  from  London,  at  the  country  sea; 
of  Sieur  Aberts,  in  a  very  miserable  state  of  health.  Thev 
said  he  was  suffering  from  hasty  consumption,  and,  thus  ai- 
flicted,  had  been  there  already  five  weeks.  He  looked  more 
like  a  dead  than  a  living  man..  He  was  gratified  in  ihe 
highest  degree  b}'  my  coming  to  see  him,  as  he  alwa3's  used 
to  be.  You  can  easily  imagine  the  shock  my  feeling  bean 
sustained,  at  finding  so  dear  a  relative  in  such  an  unhappy 
situation.  When  I  had  been  with  him  but  four  days,  ii 
pleased  the  Lord  to  call  him  to  his  place  of  rest.  He  de- 
partetl  in  the  full  possession  of  his  senses,  and  on  the  whole 
died  eas3^  The  funeral,  vv'hich,  although  simple,  was  con- 
ducted in  as  appropriate  and  honorable  a  manner  as  this 
place  would    allow,  has   cost    between   =£30   and  =£40.     He 

left  about  =£80,   as   a  legacy  to *,  as    per  testament, 

[will].  He  had  at  the  countr}^  seat  where  he  resided  two 
she-asses,  whose  milk  he  drank  daily  ff>r  the  amelioration  of 
his  health  ;  also  a  horse,  which  he  presented  to  the  Sheriff— 
\_Sche])i:ie7i\.  The  charges  in  the  country,  made  by  the  doc- 
tor, apothecary,  and  others,  were  so  extravagant  as  to  be 
scarcely  credible.  The  bills  for  the  keeping  of  the  asses, 
and  the  horse,  were  also  verv  hi2:h,  as  thev  were  maintained 
in  very  good  condition  at  his  own  expense  [in  his  own  pri- 
vate stable  .^1  Bv  the  lejjacies  and  bv  the  extraordinarv  ex- 
penses  occasioned  by  his  illness,  (as  he  said  himself,)  having 
been  obliged  to  take  n.edicine  already  during  the  whole  pre- 
vious year,  you  will  hardly  believe  how  little  there  will  be 
left.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  each  of  the  heirs  will  receive 
1,000  Guilden,  [Guilders,  S3S0,]  as  1-3.  As  his  accruals 
are  still  standing  out,  and  some  goods  are  yet  unsold,  it  is 
impossible  to  cnake  up  a  particular  inventory  [liste]  at  once. 
As  soon  as  I  shall  have  discovered  the  true  state  of  his  affairs, 
I  will  send  a  statement  to  you ;  to  do  which  may  still  take 
half  a  year  or  more.  Cousin  Guilliau.me  de  Peyster  and 
I  have  been  constituted  executors  of  his  will.  Since  his 
death  1  have  zealously  worked  at  the  books  ;  nor  have  I 
rested  from  making  notes,  marking  down  and  arranging  some 
things  which  had  been  forgotten  at  first.  All  that  is  neces- 
sary to  be  put  in  order,  in  the  house  of  a  deceased  person,  I 


*This  le'ter  does  not  -rive  r}ie  w&ina  <>t  t}:e  Legutc-t 
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have  arranged  as  well  as  it  could  be  done  for  the  time  being. 
Both  here  and  in  London,  I  have  employed  four  men,  and 
jhall  endeavor  io  proceed  as  fast  as  is  possible  for  me  [to 
arrange]  some  unpaid  bills  in  France,  and  whatever  else  may 
be  necessary  for  a  general  settlement  of  his  accounts  under 
the  will. 

How  I  have  been  incited,  by  my  own  heart,  to  do  mv  best, 
and  how  busy  I  have  been  with  his  matters,  is  sufficiently 
known,  not  only  here  but  in  London.  If  I  had  not  been  in 
the  latter  place  to  put  things  in  order  myself,  it  would  have 
turned  out  badly  for  us,  and  the  account  would  have  been 
made  up  to  our  great  damage  ;  but  let  this  be  among  us  [in 
strict  confidence]. 

It  [my  beino:  here]  has  increased  the  account  more  than 
20X,  for  the  beloved  [relatives],  as  other  friends  have  had 
bat  very  little  trouble  ;  and  I  hope  they  will  find  that  a  fair 
charge  and  a  reasonable  one  for  them  to  pay.  I  am  convin- 
ced that  the  whole  business  has  passed  through  my  hands, 
and  in  the  manner  which  I  have  related.  Uncle  Jacques  de 
Pevster  does  not  want  any  money  for  his  services,  while 
acting  as  Guardian  [Voogd],  but  brings  an  account  against 
Uncle  Martr'd*  .  for  150  Guilders  on  behalf  of  my  de- 
ceased brother  x\braham  and  my  sister  Johanna,  each  50 
[75.'*]  Guilders,  for  the  support  of  Anneken,  the  niece  ; 
as  he  says  he  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  with 
her  before  her  death.  I  argued  strongly  against  it,  showing 
him  that  he  would  not  gain  much  by  this  move  ;  and  so, 
for  the   sake  of  friendship,  he  let  the  matter  fall  through. 

But  uncle  Martr'd  does  not  want  anything  for  his  trou- 
ble— only,  he  says,  that  we  may  mak'^  it  up  again  at  some 
future  time,  and  may  give  him  a  present  ;  which,  I  think, 
would  be  no  more  than  fair,  since  he  has  had  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  in  this  connection.  Your  procuration  to  uncle 
Martr'd  has,  by  the  death  of  brother  Abraham,  become  of 
no  value.  Your  portion  cannot  be  subtracted  from  the 
fortune  of  niece  De  Peyster,  for  there  is  no  prospect  that 
these  matters  will  soon  be  brought  to  a  close,  as  none  of  the 
relatives  are  on  hand  here,  and  also  uncle  Jacques  will  not 
part  with  nor  make  a  division  of  the  property  yet,  as  it  is 
given  into  his  care;  thus,  these  matters  will,  for  some  time 
to  come,  stand  as  they  are  now.  Even  if  they  were  brought 
lo  an  end,  they  might  be  placed  in  a  worse  position  by  the 
death  of  one  or  another.  I  hope  that  the  whole  business  will 
be  arranged  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties  concerned. 

*It  is  iiupo^-iible  to  make  out  this  name;  it  seerm  to  be  .•i'>!>reviated  in 
tiie  original. 
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It  is  agreeable  for  me  to  learn  that  you  and  your  wife,  an., 
also  cousin  and  niece  VAX  DoxcK,  are  in  the  enjovment  ot'  • 
good  state  of  health  and  prosperity,  and  that  your  house  n 
going,  within  a  tew  days,  to  give  an  entertainment  I  to  di- 
play  its  luxury]  on  account  of  the  birth  of  a  little  one  [chiMl. 
May  the  Lord  cause  your  wife  to  rejoice  in  the  birth  ot  a 
brave  nnd  hearty  child,  and  preserve  you  all  together  in  . 
long  and  lasting  health,  till  your  blessed  death.    "Amen ! 

Please  present,  in  my  name,  my  best  respects  lo  ai; 
friends  and  relatives,  and  urge  upon  them,  all  the  whilr- 
keeping  in  mind  yourself,  to  remember  me  once  in  a  while 
by  sending  a  letter,  which  can  be  done  on  every  occasion  o! 
atransitofthe  ships,  which  I  particularly' urge  uponyou.  Ifvoi: 
are  as  desirous  to  pieserve  the  friendship  existing  betweei. 
us,  as  I  am,  I  beseech  you  do  not  neglect  any  opportunitv. 
afforded  by  the  sailing  of  a  vessel,  of  writing  to  me  ;  and' I 
assure  you  there  shall  be  no  neglect  on  my  part. 

I  write  in  a  great  haste,  as  1  hope  to  depart,  for  yanies,  lo- 
mor-row,  to  join  (ny  herein  before-mentioned  principal,  whi> 
is  an  extensive  merchant,  and  to  whom  I  am  verv  much  at- 
tached. I  have  still,  l>y  my  agreement,  to  serve  him  {<)r 
one  and  one-fourth  years  ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
it  is  ray  intention  to  go  into  business  tor  myself,  and  trade  or. 
my  own  account  ;  and  to  live  in  Holland.  With  regard  to 
this  matter,  however,  I  shall  hereai\er  write  more  fully,  and 
of  this  you  may  have  an  opportunity  to  observe  more  full}^  it" 
at  some  future  time  you  should  happen  to  come  \.o  Holland, 
which  would  be  a  great  pleasure  for  both  of  us;  and  still 
more  if  you  should  come'  there  to  live;  for  then  we  might  en- 
ter together  into  business,  which,  could  a  proper  arrangement 
be  made,  I  would  like  very  much. 

The  state  of  affairs  between  the  Sicedes  and  the  Danes--  is 
still  very  unsatisfactory  ;  but  I  pray  that  the  Lord  may  give 
us  a  good  peace,  and  avert  from  us  all  evil;  and  when^the 
time  shall  come  torus  to  leave  this  world,  that  death  may 
find  us  well  prepared. 

Anxiously  expecting  a  lon^  communication  in  reply,  full  of 
details,  I  desire  the  opportunity  of  proving  to  you  that  I  am, 
and  ever  shall  continue  with  affectionate  "remembrances, 
Monsieur,     Your  very  attached  Servant  and  Brother. 

[Signed]  ISAACK  de   PEYSTER. 


*TIiis  alludes  to  tlie  campiiigiis  of  I6o9-'60,  by  which  Chakle>  X.  .•!' 
Sweileia  took  Cfo-nh>irn.  and  besieged  and  nearly  made  himself  raabter  of 
Copenhagen.  Tli'e  intervention  of  the /'"/cA,  under  Admiral  Opdam,  and  of 
the  Emjlkh,  in  a  far  less  degree,  however,  under  Admiral  Moxtagte. 
likewise  of  the  Frertrh,  broiiirht  ;d)'>iit  a  j.ea.'o.  ^v!)i(•h  w,i<  ^iirned  a: 
Co^enhagth,   luth  .i.uie,  1000.  '  , 
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-         P.  S.     Our  friends  and   relatives   are  all   well,  and   unite 
in  sending  their  friendh'  cornplin:ients  to  cousin  van  Doxck* 
and  niece,  with  their  children,  but  more  particularly  to  your- 
,f     self,  your  wife,  and  children.     In  great  haste. 

*         Direction  :     Monsieur,  Monsieur  Joiiax.ves  dk  Pey.ster, 
I     Merchant  in  New-Netherland,    upon  the   Fort  de  Mont. 

I     2d.  Rotterdam,  -3d  June,  1672. 

I     Sieur  Johannes  de  Peyster: 

I         Very  Dear  Brother  : — My  last  letter  to  you    was    written 
I     on  the  25lh  September,   1671,  and  on  the   7th  October  was 

(sent  by  the  ship  Cat/tari?ta,  Captain  Willem  Blagge,  with 
which  I  also  sent  you  two  boxes  of  goods,  for  which  you  had 
tent  me  an  order;  following  [accompanying  which  ship- 
I  iiient  ?]  was  an  account,  according  to  which  I  was  to  receive 
I  from  you,  as  the  preceding  copies  show,  One  Hundred  and 
I  Seventy-Three  Guilders,  JN'ine  and  One-Half  Styvers  [S70 
I  about].  I  paid  for  expenses  and  extra  payment  for  the 
f     transport  of  the  above-mentioned  goods  in    Kngland,  to  Da- 

iviD  Cretrier,  Thirty-Three  Guilders,  Six    Styvers,    (33  G. 
oSt.,)  [-S13,  about]  ;  also    Forty  Guilders    (40  G.)  for  your 

'Can  cliis  be  ^Vukiaen  van  dek  Donck,  of  Breda,  wlio  enjoy.*  the  dis- 
tinctiou  of  hiiviny  been  the  .1am  lawyer  of  the  Dutch  Colony,  ;ind  also 
Uio  author  oJ'  the  tir<t  description  of  the  New-Xetherlands  ?  He  wa-i  doe- 
iur  of  both  }a\v>.  rliat  is,  the  civil  and  canon,  admitted  to  the  practice 
>'f  an  advocate  in  the  Suprenie  Court  of  noIhuKl  ;  and  >neli  \va->  hi.-v 
■■tanding  and  reputation  in  tlie  F;iiherland.  that  he  \va.-  appointed  to  the 
■  iiiportant  oliice  uf  ^herili' of  tiie  Colony  of  Iien<>elaerwycl:.  Ilavini;; 
:-oe!i  snj)erseded,  he.^-euiovtd  to  tlie  city  ot'  New-Amsterdam" (New  York). 
■mil  about  the  year  l(Uf>  <>r  '48,  received  a  i>atent  tor  a  tract,  by  the 
Indians  caUed  Nipiierham.  now  known  as  Yoiiher,^,  which  town  de- 
rives its  name  trom  "  J  oxKnEEii"=^ — a  gentleman,  a  Dutch  title  of 
f'lartesy,  which  Vax  deh  D«>.\ck  held  in  common  with  several  of  the 
^'Ther  early  Colonists.  This  patent  was  bounded  by  the  Spnyteh-DuyveT 
<'reek  on  the  south.  i\\*i  Jiroox  Iliver  on  the  east,  the  Saw-Mid  Greek 
wi  the  north,  and  the  ^y^-v'/i  Kiver  on  the  west.  He  resided,  however, 
■n  this  city  [Xew  York],  and  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  public  at^airs, 
leing  one  of  the  leading  men  in  opposition  to  Governor  Stutvesaxt. 
••■nd  a-  delegate  to  HoUtoul  on  the  part  of  the  opjx^sition  party.  He 
'-ied  in  the  year  Iti.ii.j,  leaving  the  property  at  Yonkors,  known  "as  the 
V-jhii  Donck,  to  his  wife,  who  .-tdxse<]uently  married  Hugh  O'Keal,  Es(j. 
AoATHA  his  motJier.  and  D-inief..  his  brother,  came  to  Xew-Netlierland 
';i  lt552.  GrrsBEKT,  Daniel's  M)n.  was  born  in  Holland,  in  1034. 
i  hese  were  the  ance-tor^  of  ~nch  of  the  name  as  are  now  to  be  found  in 
Ji;is  country,  though  the  family  is  now  called  Vaxdx.-nck  or  Veedinck. 
I'hey  live  princijially  on  Long  Island. — [See  H.  C,  V.,  U.  X.  Y.  :  and 
O'CALi.AonAN's  History  of  the   Xecr-Xethcrlands.    II.  5o0-'l] 

_  *.ToNKMEEK — from  J<iN(i  ^Dutch),  the  "g"  changed  to  -k.'"  a-  in  ".Ionkek.'" 

iVo-tna^^terJur']  Hk>:r:  .rrxo  CC-rmM; ).     In  tlie  Teutonic  faiiiily  of  laii- 
eiages  "J"'  in  most  and  •'l''  in  manv  wonls  have  the  sonnd  of  "Y." 
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share  •  of  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  Guilders  (120  G.)  t 
which  we  and  the  other  friends  in  Harlem  have  furnished  I 
for  the  nnembers  of  the  family,  on  account  of  paying  the  i 
expenses  which  have  been  occasioned  by  the  oft-mention-  | 
ed  English  affairs.  I  hope  that  we  shall  soon  have  the  de-  i 
cision  in  this  matter  ;  do  not  doubt  this,  and  our  nephew,  * 
Adriaen  de  Peyster,  is  satisfied  that  it  soon  will  finaliv  • 
be  brought  to  an  end.  All  will  be  done  promptly,  and  ih^  5 
success  from  time  to  time  will  be  reported  to  you.  1  have  * 
still  to  receive,  per  Saldo  [settlement],  as  is  shown  above,  | 
Two  Hundred  and  Forty-six  Gulden,  Fifteen  and  a  half  l 
Sty  vers  (246  G.,  15  i-2  St.)  j 

I  have  duly  received  your  agreeable  letters  of  the  30ih 
August,  and  of  the  10th  and  23rd  October,  1671.  As  an 
answer  to  these,  I  may  say,  first,  that  the  goods  which  vou 
sent  in  box  No.  2,  by  the  DuJce  of  York,  have  been  delivered 
here  in  time  ;  besides  this,  that  you  owed  me  at  that  time, 
according  to  an  account  current  which  I  have  sent  to  you, 
under  date  of  March  8th,  167J,  upward  of  Sixty  Gulden, 
Seventeen  Styvers — (60  G.,  17  St.) 

Aldso.that  you  will  find  that  the  inheritances  and  bequests 
of  Merrye  Mart,  [deceased]  have  been  fulfilled,  and  as 
much  as  was  your  due  has  been  paid  to  you. 

I  see  very  well  that  much  trouble  has  been  caused  from 
the  testament  not  having  been  opened  before  ;  and  it  is  sur- 
prising how  much  has  been  lost  by  the  sale  of  all  those  fine 
properties.  Sieur  Hoornbeck  and  many  others  made  more 
trouble  than  was  necessarv.  I  think  it  is  not  worth  the  while 
to  irritate  our  minds  with  such  unimportant  things.  As  to 
the  sum  of  Thirty  Gulden  and  60  Styvers  (30  G.,  60  St.,) 
about  small  things,  and  things  belonging  to  house  furniture, 
I  will  tell  you  this  :  I  have  kept  them  on  your  account,  and 
and  have  given  you  credit  for  them  in  your  bill ;  but  if  you 
want  me  to  send  them  to  you,  I  will  do  so  with  pleasure.  I 
did  not  send  them  before,  as  I,  as  well  as  others,  feared  they 
might  break  in  transporting ;  also  the  freightage  would  have 
been  very  high,  as  you  have  had  good  opportunities  for  learn- 
ing, and  you  already  have  as  much  furniture  as  is  necessary. 
Thus  I  would  not  send  it,  and  do  not  think  it  worth  the 
trouble  to  move  the  pen  [to  write]  about  it.  There  seems  to 
be  much  commerce  and  trade  on  the  coast  and  frontiers. 

Brother  Bruynsteen  died  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  De- 
cember 1671,  and  it  is  arranged  that  m}''  sister  Bruyxstebn 
will  live  with  me,  in  a  large  and  pleasant  house,  which  my 
mother-in-law  bestowed  upon  my  brother-in-law  and  rnvselt, 
on  the  28th  January,  1672.     We  have  resolved  to  send  your 


156 
part  to  the  Governor.     After  this,  there  will  but    seldom  be 
an  opportunity  to  write.      We  have  lost  a  good  man. 

The  Almighty  prosper  you  in  your  business  and  private 
affairs.  We  must  omit  no  opportunity  r(.  exchange  letters 
among  each  other,  as  it  is  but  right,  and  a  Christian  duty. 

Please  send  orders  to  the  Governor*  that  his  wishes  men- 
tioned in  your  communication  here  will  be  immediately  ful- 
filled ;  also  what  you  requested  of  me  shall  be  done. 

By  your  agreeable  communication  of  the  '2od  October,  1 
learned  that  the  vessel  of  William  Blagge  had  not  vet 
arrived,  and  that  it  must  have  tarried  a  very  long  time'  in 
England.  But  I  hope  that  before  you  receive  this  letter,  it 
will  have  arrived,  and  that  you  will  have  found  everything 
correct  and  satisfactory.  AH  is  fully  insured  bv  a  aood 
House.      Vale  !     [Fare'thee    well].f  '         ^ 

^^'  Rotterdam,  J]  si  November,  J 672. 

Sr.  [Sieur]  John  de  Peyster: 

My  very  Dear  Brother  :  On  the  25th  Sept.  and  the  7th 
Oct.  1671,  and  on  the  3d  June,  1672,  I  wrote  my  three  last 
letters  to  you,  whose  contents,  as  follows,  I  have  written 
from  the  copy  I  preserved.  I  have  not  yet  received  an  an- 
swer to  them.  As  the  Governor  informs  me  that  he  can 
direct  [forward  ?]  a  letter  to  you,  and  has  now  an  opportuni- 
ty of  sending  to  you,  I  wish  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity, to  jet  you  have  these  few  lines.  Your  agreeable  letter 
of  July  J5th,  1672,  has  been  delivered  to  me  by  the  Govern- 
or; from  which  I  Jearn  that  you  WTote  a  letter  to  me,  on  the 
8th  of  May  last,  to  be  brought  by  Captain  Hazelwood,  which 
I  am  very  sorry  I  have  not  yet  received. 

We  must  pray  to  God,  the  Almighty,  that  he  may  in  grace 
forgive  our  sins,  and  that  he  may  speedily  grant  a"'peace,  so 
greatly  to  be  desired  ;  but,  very  little  can  be  said  about  this 
matter  at  present,  but  you  will  afterwards  learn  about  it. 
It  is  really  pitiful  to  hear  that  my  sister,  your  wife,  has  had 
such  a  painful  deliverance  from  a  dead  child  ;  but  we  are 
glad  that  at  the  last  it  did  not  turn  out  for  the  worst,  for 
which  the  Almighty  is  to  be  thanked. 


*Can  tLL^  meau  Colonel  Fkascis  Loyelaok,  who  was  Governor  of 
the  Province,  17tli  August,  1668,  to  12tb  August,  (N.  S.)  1673? 

+No  signature,  but  as  the  next  is  signed  I.  dk  Petbtek  and  the  pr*^vioa«. 
one  by  lexxcK  i>k  Pevsikr.  it  i-  fuir  to  iufrr  tba.t  al!  threo  wer^  ivriUeu 
Dj  toe  same  uiuividua].  3 
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The  148  Gulden,  IGStyvers,  which  you  ordered  the  Sieur 
Governor  to  hand  me  in  payment  of  the  account,  which  I 
hold  against  you,  are  received  ;  for  which  I  will  give  you 
credit.  I,  in  the  same  manner  as  others,  have  alread}'^  this 
year  paid  200  Penning,  five  times.  The  first  payment  was 
for  the  [ordinary  tax  ?]  country,  but  the  four  last  payments 
were  for  obligations  [extraordinary  taxes  ?]  on  property  to 
the  government.  In  pursuance  of  this,  I  have  paid  for  you 
one-sixth  part  of  the  50  Gulden,  due  by  the  deceased  Merry 
Marts,  [as  a  tax]  to  the  suite  ;  8  Gulden,  6  Styvers  and  10 
Penninge,  for  every  rime  ;  which,  for  five  times,  makes  41 
Gulden,  13  Stvvers  ;  for  which  I  have  made  out  an  account, 
and  given  you  credit.  You  will  please  to  note  this.  I  have 
already  been  beiiire  the  Lords  [Court,  Jury,]  and  offered  to 
affirm,  by  an  oath,  that  your  part  of  the  goods  left  by  Van 
Merrye  Marts  had  already,  a  long  time  since,  been  trans- 
mitted to  you  in  the  New-Netherland.  But  they  will  not 
abate  the  sixth  part.  I  have,  on  account  for  you, 
1  Guilden,  13  Styvers,  and  6  Pen.,  as  1-6  of  10  Guilden, 
which  I  received  at  Amsterdaw  from  Abraham  Witts, 
Oct.  29th,  1672,  being  the  balance,  still  unpaid,  of  the 
sum  total  of  Merry  Mart's  goods  before  the  division.  We 
have  good  hopes  that  the  action  of  uncle  Jonas  will 
soon  come  to  trial.  The  matter  has  been  in  litigation  since 
the  10th  of  October,  and  we  seem  to  have  the  advantage. 
Happily,  Adriaen  says  that  we  will  get  the  money  ;  there- 
fore we  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  obtain  it,  and  we  hope 
that  within  a  few  months  we  shall  have  gained  our  case  ; 
at  all  events,  I  shall  try  all  that  is  in  my  power  to  bring  it  to 
an  end;  for  this  purpose,  Dickwils  has  gone  to  the  Hague, 

to  recommend  and  lav  the  case  before  the  Solicitor. 

%■  " 

My  wife,  like  yours,  is  as  well  as  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit. Our  son,  Johannes,  is  about  fourteen  months  old, 
and  is  smart  and  strong.  Mv  sister  Bruynsteen,  with  her 
son,  are  also  still  in  good  health,  and  lives  part  of  the  time 
in  Haerlem. 

For  the  present  time  I  do  not  know  of  anything  more  to 
write  about ;  as  soon  as  T  have  another  opportunity,  I  will 
.write  again,  and  you  will  please  to  do  the  same.  Let  us 
be  mindful  of  our  prayers,  and  let  us  not  throw  away  the 
anchors  of  our  souls,  that  is,  our  heartfelt  confidence  in  God, 
the  Almighty  ;  and  let  us  not  doubt  that  our  Lord  will  di- 
rect all  things  for  the  glory  of  His  eternal  name,  and  for  our 
eternal  blessedness. 

My  wife  sends  her  heart}'  respects   to  you,   your  v.ife,  .:nd 
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10  your  whole   family,   and  so  do  I — who    am,   and  remain, 
your  affectionate  brother. 

[Signed]  L  de  PEYSTER. 

In  haste,  as  I  forthwith  ^ 
must  go  to  Leyden,  >  i 

to  a  funeral.  )  •. 

Fl.  246  35  8  ^ 

41  13 


Fl.  288    8  8 


From  the  Governor,  the  Fl.  148  16 

Van  Witts,  1  13  6 


150     9     6 

Balance  [remainder],  errors  Excepted,  Fl.  137  19  2. 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-Seven  Gulden,  19  Styvers,  and 
2  Penninge. 

N.  B    This  letter  was  in  an  envelope,  and  the  direction 
was  :    Monsieur,  Monsieur  Johannis    de  Peyster,    in  New 
York,    in  America. 
By  the  politeness  (hands)  of  a  friend. 

4th. 

Honorable  Sir  : — Having  been  requested  by  Sieur 
Abraham  de  Peyster. to  write  about  the  inheritance  of 
Sara  Marse,  I  answer  this  :  I  have  been  married  into  the 
famil}' of  de  Peyster  already  13  or  14  years,  but  never 
have  known  that  Siear  Joha.vnes  de  Peyster,*  residing  in 
New  York,  owned  property  or  goods  {efecten)  in  this  countpy, 
but  I  have  understood  I'rom  my  deceased  husband,  Isaack 
de  Peyster,  tfaat  his  brother  had  transferred  his  part  of  the 
inheritance  to  NewYork;  this  inheritance,  however,  was  obtain- 
ed many  years  before  my  marriage,  concerning  which  I 
know  nothing   farther  than  is    above    written. 

GEERTRUYDA  VAN  DEN  MIEROP, 
Widow  of  Isaac  de  Peyster. 

Rotterdam,  28  March,  1684. 


*'With  regard  to  tlie  wealth  of  JonANNES  dk  Peyster,  the  first  of  the 
name  in  New  York,  it  is  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  dertnite  amount :  but 
sufficient  is  known  to  the  writer  to  show  that  he  was  [)ossessed  of  both 
large  property  and  much  ability  ;  in  whose  possession  there  are  a  number 
of  books,  the  oonteut-*  of  which  still  remain  to  be  examined  and  collated, 
and  will  be  embodied  in  these  pages  at  some  future  time.  For  what  ha.s 
already  resulted  from  his  investigations,  |^~  St;e  page-  88  to  42.  par- 
ticularly 4')  to  42,  supra. 
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5lh.  Rotterdam,  2(ith  November,  1693. 

Sir  and  Nephew  : — It  has  been  very  agreeable  to  us  to 
hear  by  the  gentleman,  who  is  bearer  of  this,  that  all  the  re- 
latives and  friends  are  well  oft";  but  on  our  pan,  we  must 
.acquaint  you  w^ith  sorrow  iu  our  heart,  that  it  has  pleased  the 
Lord  to  call  our  dearly  beloved  wife  and  mama*  from  this 
vale  of  teari,  into  his  eternal  kingdom.  ."She  died  on  the 
20lh  of  last  month,  October,  in  the  afternoon,  at  half-past 
one,  after  having  been  sick  and  confined  to  her  bed  during 
a  month.  Thus  we  are  left  here  alone,  with  the  hope  to 
meet  her,  when  ihe  hour  of  our  death  shall  arrive,  and  when 
we  shall  enter  into  the  rest  which  God  shall  see  fit  to  grant 
to  all  our  relations. 

It  is  now  about  half  a  year  since  our  son,  .Johan  de  Pey- 
STER,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Advocate,i  and  he  is  now 
commencing  practice  ;  and  in  his  letters  he  sends  his  heart- 
felt wishes  of  blessings  and  long  life. 

By  your  always  obliged,  service-profiering,  Sir  and  Ne- 
phew, we  remain  \oat  Uncle  and  Cousin, 

[Signed]     ^  B.  C.    VAN  DIEMEN,; 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

[Direction]  :  Mm  Heer,  Myn  ffeer  Abraham  de  Peystek, 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

By  the  hand  of  a  friend,  whom  may  God  preserve. 

6th.  Rotterdam,  16th  November,  1703. 

Sir  and  Nephew  [or  Cousin  .']  :  With  astonishment, 
(supposing  that  I  was  forgotten  by  the  relatives,)  but  with 
pleasure,  did  1  receive  your  letter,  beari[}g  date  21st  July, 
during  the  course  of  the  preceding  month,  but  the  jiroaira- 
tion  and  other  communications  of  Mr.  Jan  van  Sevenhoven 
came  only  to  hand  a  long  while  afterwards.  When  1  had 
received  them,  I  procured  an  authentic  copy  of  thenj,  to  be 
sent  to  Mr.  Ferrand,    executor   of  the    inheritance    of   the 

*The  wife  ot  H.  C,  Van  Diemkn  (Ctekrtklyda  van  den  Mierop— wlto 
eigned  Letter  No.  4 — widow  of  Isaac  joe  Petbtek — who  -igned  Letters 
Nc^i.  1,  2  and  3 — <)  and  niotlier  of  Johan  de  Pethter,  sou  of  Isaac. 

tThe  confirnmtion  ot'  a  young  man  of  raleut  a>  Advocate  or  C'mnselhr- 
at-Zaxc,  permitted  him  to'aspire  to  any  rank  in  the  civil  administration 
of  the  governmoni  of  his  country  at  that  period.  S«r  have  tliinsr^  much 
changed  in  that  respect  even  to  this  day.  in  Europe. 

X  (?)  Was  this  gentleman  any  relation  ti-  the  Van  Oilmen.  Governor- 
General  of  the  DntoliEa-st  Indies,  who-e  name  the  Dntr'n  nnvisnior,  Abel 
Jans  Tasman,  gave  to  the  Island,  discovered  hy  him,  in  1642.  which  ig 
still  known  as  Van  iJituieirs  Laml  or  Tamnaniu — the  latter  title  derived 
from  the  d!s.'o\ererV  *'*vri  nanj.-.  rhe  fr.i'm.'rr  froTu  th:it  •>*'  hi-  patron  and 
employeri 
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widow  of  Sevenhoven  [Gevenhoven  ?],  as  he  requested  me 
to  do,  which  has  been  approbated  according  to  the  procura- 
tion. To  gain  time,  the  acceptance,  to-day,  by  Mr.  Ferrand, 
of  the  draft  of  100^  sterling,  was  arranged  and  procured  by 
Mr.  DB  Reaute  and  myself;  and  we  shall  continue  to  try 
all  that  is  possible  to  fulfill  the  orders  of  T.  Sevenhoven  ; 
and  I  have  already  received  an  account  in  this  matter,  relia- 
bly calculated  by  Mr.  Ferrand,  according  to  which  the  in- 
heritance is  Fl.  5501  4  (5501  4  Gulden),  from  which,  how- 
ever, some  few  additional  expenses  will  have  to  be  deducted ; 
besides  this,  a  prelegacy  of  FI.  500  was  bequeathed  to  Mr. 
Sevexhoven  ;  so  that  the  whole  amount  would  be  6001 
Dutch  Guilders  [Gulden,  or  Florins,  designated  by  "Fl."], 
from  which  sum  nothing  has  as  yet  been  taken.  The  ex- 
penses will  have  to  be  subtracted  from  this.  This  to  your 
GovERN-OR.  Vou  have  been  awfully  deceived  by  letters  from 
Mr.  Sevenhoven,  in  Lo7idon,  about  the  death  of  your  sister, 
DE  Peyster,  married  to  Cousin  Jaques  de  Peyster,  ,at 
Rouen,  as  Ih^ve,  only  a  few  days  since,  spoken  particularly 
concerning  it,  with  the  mniheV  of  cousin  [Nee/']  Jaques, 
who  did  not  know  but  that  all  was  well,  and  that  they  were 
in  good  heahh.  As  to  the  situation  of' Cousin  Jaques,  at 
Rouen,  I  do  not  know  anything  to  report  to  you,  but  that,  as 
far  as  I  understand,  he  has  to  receive  the  half  part  of  the 
inheritance  left  by  \ephew  [pr  Cousin]  Samuel  de  Pey- 
ster. 

The  matters  concerning  the  money  of  Mr.  Laquesne  stand 
as  they  did,  and  my  opinion  in  this  case  is  that  if  the  busi- 
ness should  be  pursued  farther,  the  letters  of  Nephew  Samu- 
el would  afford  very  clear  explanations  in  relation  thereto, 
and  I  request  you  to  >.end  them  to  me,  if  you  think  they  are 
of  any  importance. 

1  am  heartily  glad  to  hear  of  your  own  wealth,  and  of  the 
same  prosperous  state  enjoyed  by  all  our  friends ;  and  you 
would  give  me  a  great  evidence  of  your  friendship,  and  af- 
ford me  much  pleasure,  by  reporting  to  me  the  state  of  the 
family  as  amply  as  possible. 

I  am  also  very  glad  to  see  that  with  you  the  name 
otthe  DE  Peysters  is  becoming  more  and  more  numerous, 
because  it  seems  as  if  the  name  is  going  to  die  out  soon  in 
Europe,  unless  things  take  an  entirely  different  turn.  It  also 
appears  that  our  friends  think  well  of  my  name,  [being]  Jo- 
hannes. As  to  me,  I  am  in  the  enjoyment  of  pretty  good 
health,  and,  on  the  ^Sth  of  last  September,  was  32  yp?.rs  of 
age — but  am  still  unmarried.     I  have   now  been   ten  years 
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Counsellor-at-Law,*  [Advocaat  in  de  Reghten]  (and  not  a 
Merchant,  as  erroneously  inserted  in  the  procuration,)  in 
which  profession  I  am  still  busy.  1  wonder  that  you  did 
not  know  this,  since  I  wrote  a  long  while  ago  to  that  effect,  to 
Nephew  [Cousin]  Johaxxis,   in  answer   to    his  letter ;  but 

'  since  that  time  I  have  not  received  any  reply  from  our  friends 
in  New  York — which  reply  I  hope  you  will  give  me  the  plea- 
sure of  receiving.  Papa  van  Diemen  has  now  his  second 
wife,  after  the  death  of  our  blessed  mama,  but  no  children. 
During  this  summer  he  is  residing  at  Spykeiiis,  at  his  country 
"seat,  where  he  intends  to  enjoy  himself  at  his  leisure.  Thus^ 
I  am  left  all  alone, and  [feel  that]  lam  in  want  of  a  good  wife. 

'May  God,  the  Lord,  give  to  me,  and  to  you  all,  whatever 
maybe  good  and  useful  to  us,  and  extend  to  us  his  favor  and 
blessing,  and  grant  us  health.  May  his  Holy  Ghost  prepare 
us  for  a  happy  death,  and  make  us  members  of  the  commun- 
ion of  the  Saints. 

Herewith  I  finish  my  letter,  after  presenting  to  you  my 
service,  and  hearty  respects  to  all  the  relatives,  but  particu- 
larly to  you.  Sir,  and  Cousin, 

I  remain  ever  your  Servant,  Cousin,  and  Dr.t 

J.  DE  PEYSTER.t 


7th.  ',  Rotterdam,  30th  Sept'r,   1704. 

Sir,  and  Cousin  : 

Your  agreeable  letter,  dated  24th  April,  of  this  year,  was 
duly  received  ;  and  with  joy  I  learn  from  it  your  prosperous 
condition  and  position,  the  continuation  of  which,  by  the  good- 
ness of  God,  to  whose  protection  I  commend  the  relatives 
generally,  I  wish  you  with  all  my  heart.  As  it  is  hardly 
polsible  to  see  any  of  our  relatives  here,  in  Holland-i-at 
least  for  my  part  the  distance  is  loo  great  to  tiaverse — the 
pen,  meanwhile,  shall  help  to  supply  the  place  of  personal 
intercourse  and  presence.  We  have  not  only  received  and 
paid  over  the  amount  of  the  dratl  of  One  Hundred  Pound 
[]00.£  sterling],  but  have  also  paid  to  order  of  Will  em 
Bancker,  within  the  month  of  July  last,  2200  Gulden,  Hol- 

*Couasellov  of  highest  grade,  privileire'l  to  plead  bofore  any  Court, 
equivalent  to  the  English  Sergeant-at-Law,  perhap;?.  in  fontraui.stinetion 
to  a  simple  Barrister  or  Attorney  i 

IDe.,  i.  e.  Doctor  of  Lo.wa.  At  that  date  it  was  a  high  distinction  to 
be  a  professional  man.     Ki\.  Advocate  might  rise   tu  any  rank  in   the  civil 

administration — a  distinction  olos^d  to    •ill  who   had  not  t-akcn  the  initia- 
tory honor  (Vtc])sj. 

{Job AN  or  Johannes  de  PtTSTKR/ 
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land,  current  money  ;  and  we  shall  also,  according  to  orders 
of  Mr.  VAN  Sevenhoven,  pay  to  Mr.  Paul  Bancker,  but 
this  gentleman  has  written  to  us  that  they  had  received  no 
orders,  on  this  subject,  by  Mr.  Jean  van  Sevenhoven.  They 
promised  us  to  write  to  you  about  this.  Thus,  we  are  wait- 
ing for  advice,  after  receipt  of  which,  we  shall  act  according 
to  your  respectable  orders,  and  shall  send  to  him  a  proper 
account,  about  his  part  of  the  inheritance.  I  am  waiting  for 
letters  of  some  importance,  written  by  Nephew  Samuel,  as 
this  business  has  already  lasteii  such  a  length  of  time. 

I  send  this  to  London,  in  the  same  manner  that  I  forward- 
ed my  last  letter  to  your  correspondent. 

Wishing  all  blessings,  both  of  the  soul  and  of  the  body, 
to  all  our  friends,  without  tbrgetting  your  wife — who,  T  re- 
member, went  down  to  Br'iel  with  rriC,  when  you  took  j'our 
departure  from  Holland;  and,  if  you  please,  ask  her  ii  she 
remembers  the  accident  with  the  dog  in  the  small  vessel — 
\_Schmjt'\.  Thus,  in  the  expectation  of  a  letter  from  you,  I 
remain,  Honored  Sir  and  Cousin, 

Your  Cousin  to  Command. 

J.  DE  PEYSTER. 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Abraham  de  Peystek, 
Merchant,  at  New  York. 
.(Per  Couvert.)  «. 

8th.  Rotterdam,  13th  Jan'y,  1705. 

Sir  and  Cousin  : 

On  the  8th  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor,  under  cover  of  a 
communication  of  Mr.  Bancker,  to  give  you  an  answer.  For 
the  sake  of  security,  I  now  send  you  a  copy  of  the  leading 
points  in  my  last  letter.  Your  agreeable  communication  of 
August  21st,  1704,  was  duly  received  under  cover  from  Mr. 
WiLLEM  BanckeK,  at  Amsterdam  ;  and,  with  pleasure,  I 
learn  the  prosperity  of  you  and  all  the  other  relatives,  who, 
at  this,  the  commencement  of  a  new  year,  I  wish  all  possible 
benefits  and  blessings,  both  of  soul  and  body.  I  also  at  the 
same  time  received  the  letter  of  Mr.  Sevenhoven,  dated 
August  8th  ;  butcanno:  understand  why  this  honorable  gen- 
tleman draws  upon  us  for  an  additional  sum  of  300X  Sterling, 
to  you  and  Samuel  ;  instead  of,  upon  orders,  it  this  time 
says,  40  days  after  sight  ;  since  he  expressly  ordered  us  to 
pay  the  one-half  to  Mr.  Bancker,  and  the  other  half  part  to 
Mr.  Paul  Boucher,  at  London.  The  part  of  Mr.  Paul 
Boucher  we  bad  to  pay,  because  he  withdrew   his  orders, 
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and  Mr.  Bancker  has  already  received  his  half  part  during 
the  course  of  the  month  of  July.  It  makes  no  difference  to 
OS  to  whom  we  pay,  as  we  must  pay.  His  order  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Paul  Boucher  would  have  been  paid  long  since,  if  .this 
gentleman  would  have  had  orders  by  Mr.  Sevenhoven.  He 
promised  us  to  write  about  the  matter  to  Mr.  Sevexho\'en. 
He  thus  draws  upon  us  for  more  money  than  we  have  in 
hands,  of  his  own.  Please  advise  him  (as  I  have  also  written 
to  that  honorable  man),  to  order  us  to  pay  the  remainder  of 
his  inheritance,  either  to  Mr.  Paul  Boucher,  or  to  Mr.* 
Bancker — no  difference  to  us  ;  he  need  not  say  a  certain 
sum,  because  his  orders  shall  be  strictly  fulfilled,  and  a 
particular  and  exact  account  about  his  part  of  the  inheritance 
shall  be  sent  to  him. 

In  conclusion,  I  mention  here  that  this  letter  goes  via  Lon- 
don, under  the  direction  of  Charles  Lodwyck  ;  and  remain, 
after  presenting  to  you  and  the  other  relatives  my   services^ 
Sir,  and  Cousin, 
Your  humble  Servant  and  Cousin, 

J.  DE  PEYSTER. 

Direction  :     Myn    Heer,  Myn   Heer  Charles  Lodwyck, 
Merchant    at    London. 

'To  forward  to  address  of  de  Heer  Abraham   de  Peyster, 
Merchant  at  New  York. 


9th.  ftowerofam,  27th  March,  1705. 

Sir  and  Cousin  : 

I  have  your  communication  through  the  hands  of  Mons'r 
Barent  Rynderse  ;  but  before  it  came  to  hand  I  had  al- 
ready received  your  letters,  dated  28th  August,  1704.  of 
which  you  send  me  the  copy,  and  which  I  have  already  an- 
swered, on  the  8th  of  January,  1705.  In  this  letter,  and  by 
Mons. 'Bancker,  from  Amsterdam,  also  by  my  letter  to  Mons. 
Sevenhoven,  you  will  be  enabled  to  see  why  Mons'r  de 
Reaute  ana  I  would  not  accept  the  draft  of  300c£  Sterling. 
We  send  also  (though  it  is  not  necessary,)  a  copy  of  our  last 
letter  to  Mons'r  van  Sevenhoven  ;  and  we  declare  that  we  do 
not  understand  his  actions  and  doings.  I  told  all  this  myself 
to  Mons'r  Rynders  also.  Your  rights  to  [in]  the  draft  are 
protected,  however,  b\'  Mons'r.  Bancker.  We  expect  that 
Mons'r  Sevenhoven,  after  the  receipt  of  our  last  communi- 
cation, will  lake  some  other  measures.  lam  glad  to  see  that 
you  and  all  the  friends  are   in   the   enjoyment  of  so  much 

*Throna;hont  these  letters  substitute  "Moya."  for  '"Mi:."".  w})irh  is    an 
i-rnjy  of  ch.-  "X'pyist. 
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wealth  ;  and  I  hope  that  God  will,  in  the  future,  continue  to 
maintain  you  and  the  relatives  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I 
beg  you  to  present  my  service  to  all  of  them,  although  I  have 
not  as  yet  been  so  happy  as  to  make  their  personal  acquaint- 
ance. I  had  no  opportunity  to  show  any  friendly  service  to 
Mons'r  Rynders.  At  the  moment  when  he  brought  your 
letter  to  me  1  was  i)usy  with  an  Advocate,  and  thus  was 
obliged  to  ask  him  to  call  upon  me  again  before  his  depart- 
ure ;  but  as  this  occurred  so  short  a  time  before  his  departure 
he  was  not  able  to  call  again,  and  so  I  had  to  send  this  com- 
munication, as  well  as  that  to  Mons.  van  Sevenho\'t:n,  after 
him  to  Lo7idon.     ■ 

'  I  recommend  to  you  the  business  of  Laques\e  ;  and  I 
should  like  to  know  for  what  reason  the  seal  wpon  your  letter 
displayed  two  sheep,  and  why  Cousin  Johanxis  has  but  one  in 
his  coat  of  arms,*  ' 

Presenting  once  more  my  service,!  remain, 
Sir   and  Cousin, 
Your  obedient  Servant  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

Papa  [stepfather]  van  Diemen  hereby  sends  his  best  re- 
spects to  you,  and  to  all  the  other  relatives.  He  is  still  in 
good  health,  and  has  now  his  third  wife,  but  no  children. 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
Merchant  at  New  York. 

(By  the  politeness  of  a  friend,  whom  may  God  preserve.) 


*DE  PEYSTER  SEAL,  NAME,  AXD  FAMILY  ORIGIN. 

The  writer,  who  !ia^  expended  a  gceat  de:il  of  pains  in  tlie  iave.stii,'ation 
„         of  every  tliinir  connected   with  the  Oc  i3E'3r<SC32Ii  tamily  history,  has 
i         never  seen  or  heard  of  a  seal  belonging  to  anv  of  tije  nunie  witJi  onlv  okb 
*        sheep.     Tha  seal  \^-h'n:li  Colonel  de  Eeer^iilk^-m.Mm  ^t  ^3aY^t321Si, 
President  of  tlie  King's  Ooancil,  and  Acting  Governor  of  the   Province  of 
New  York,  17<'l.  used  officially,  is  now  in   his   possession:  and   through 
the  politeness  of  Akext  ScnuTLEK  de  Peysteh,  Esq..  he  has  the  impress- 
ion of  another  seal,  apparently  mucJi  <>ldt.r,  w^hich    w.is   .^ven  by  Mrs.  Do 
Bois — sister  of  IXtjjre  Guu-LiAriiE  oe  Petstek,  (see  pages  7  and  8,  snpra,) 
who  was  the  y(jungesr  surviving  son  nt'  the  distinguisfied  Colonel  Abka- 
HAM  DE  Petstek,  above   mentioned — to   her  sister.    Mrs.  Gp.eexe.     This 
seal  was  said  to  have  been  brought  out  from  Ilolhind.  by  -orae  one  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  doubtless  by  -Johanntj,,  the  llrst  thence.     The  best  rea- 
son for  this  supposition  i-;,  that  it  has  a  LoJyel.  i.  v..  a  representation  of  a 
piece  of  silk  or  linen  stuft".  with  three  pendants,  whicli  is  generally  used  in 
heraldry  as  a  mark  of  cadency  or  distinction^  signif%in:f  the  tirst  or  eldest 
son  of. the  drst  or  eldest  hous«   or  branch  of  the  family,  in  the  nght  hand 
^        upper  corner  of  the  shield — otherwise  it  is  the  sanie  as  the  othef.     Origin- 
^        aUy,  however — but  this  is  several  centuries  since — there    appears  to  have 
■"'        been  no  sheep  whatever  in  r'ltr  de  Petstek  Shield. 

When  Aeknt  Sciiuyi.bu  de  Petstek,  Esq.,    was  lii>t    in    England,    in 
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iOth.  Rotterdam,  25th  December,  1705. 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin  : 

Your  letter,   written    under  date  of   31st  January,  1705, 
covering  your  communication  of  the  6th  of  March,    also    one 


• ,  he  was  introduced  to  the  Lion  King-at-Ai-my,  or  Chief  of  the  Koyal 

Heraldic  Office,  in  Dyndon,  by  ifr,  Martin,  who  married  Maegaret,  elde: 
daughter  of  the  writer's  great-graudt'ather  (see  (^fl),  page  29,  supra),  ■vvljc 
married  Colonel  Thomas  James,  of  the  Briti:^h  army  —  before  his 
death,  fir>t  or  (at  all  events)  secon(f  in  command  of  the  British  Ar- 
tillei'y.  Tlie  King-at-Arms,  ou  hearing  Mr.  de  ^eystej:'s  name,  in- 
formed him  that  he  Jiad  the  de  Peyster  ^?'w-s  among  those  in  his  oi^oe, 
and  of  his  own  free  will  gave  him  a  drawing  of  them,  or  more  prooerlv 
.  speaking,  of  the  shield,  which  displays  a  tree,  but  without  any  sheep.with 
the  motto,  •'Honor  tat  'preinivm  zirtutis,'''  (Latin,)  q.  d.  ••Honor  is  tht- 
reward  of  virtue,"'  or  jierhaps  more  correctly,  ••bravery,"'  or  '•maalv 
excellence.'"  Upon  the  sketch  he  endorsed  the  names  of  "six  villages,  iu 
French — Brabunt.  belonging  to  Le  Comte  de  PESTEit,  which,  he  state*!, 
was  the  original  manner  of  spelling  the  name,  rhe  change  in  tlie  ^peilir.;.' 
Raving,  no  dfiubt,  been  elTected  gradually,  or  else  occurred  in  the  endeavor 
to^  express  by  the  letters  of  another  language  the  pronunciation  of  the 
original  name.  The  names  .if  these  village-  were.  Gierle,  Merixpla.^. 
Eavels^  TuiiihoutviUe^  Vorsdatr.  and  Wecheerlzunde. 

All  these  I -find  on  the  map  of  Belgium^  in   Jouxsox's  2uUional   Atlm. 
lying  ai-ound  T'lrnlioat,  within  a  circuit  of  0  miles.     The  first,  Gierle,  6 
miles  S.  W.  by  .S.,  rhe  second,   Merexplas,  (Meexplas.)  4  miles  Ts''.  W.  by 
W.,_the    third,   Raevels,  3    miles    X.    by  E.,  the  fourth,    Tin-,i.ho>'tzilk, 
.is  eitlier  the  impurtant  town  of  Turahov.t  itself,  or  else  Old-Turnhout, 
&  village  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  it,  the  fifth,  Vorsalaer   (A^^sse- 
laer,)  is  a  village  with  a  population  of  1500,  two  miles  S.  W.  bv  AV..  and 
tlie  sixth,  Wechdtrzande  (Wecheldor-Zauden),  9  niiles  S.  W.     Turhhout,  the 
city ,^ is  now  a  very  important  manufacturng  place,   with  a  population  of 
13,250,  chief  town  of  a  district,  the  Eastern,  of  the  province  of  .4/(f-«-fr/', 
situated  in  a  wide   heath,  between    two    small    streams  fiowing  into  the 
Cole  river,   about  4  tniles  from  .he  frontier  of  Holhiud.     It   was  built  by 
Hknet  IV.,  Duke  of  Brahoat,  in  a  district  of  the   Netherlands    knowii 
as  Campine  or  CanqnerM  a.*   late  as  1776.  lying  partly    in    the    United 
Pravlnces,    and   partly   iu    the   Bishojjvic    of  Liege,    and    was   at  that 
date  still  the  chief  town  of  a  Lordship  belonging  to  the  Honse  of  Xaiisau. 
_  But  its  present  and  former  prosperity  are  not  its  only  claims  to  distinc- 
tion.    It  was  one  of  the  fields  on  which   the  blood  ol  the  Hollander  ce- 
ment^id   the  union    of  the    United   Frorinces,  while  his  valor  aiid  j»atri- 
otism_  added  another  leaf  to  the  chaplet  of  victories  which   adorned   the 
trophies  of  the    House    of    Orange^     and   encircled' the  brow    of    one 
of  the  ablest  and  wisest  of  the  race.     On  the  24th  Januarv,  1597,    Prince 
Mackice  of  N<maxi^  with   only   800   Cavalry— tor  his  Infantry  did   not 
get  into  action — fell  upon  the  Spanish  army,  commanded  bv  the'Arcljduke 
Albert  of  Ani^tria,  Governor  of  the  Spani'sh-Xetherlands. 'hut  immediate- 
ly luider  the  Count  de  Varax,  c<jnsisting  of    about    4.000    Infantrv  and 
about  500  horse,  or,  as  some  saj'.    of  6,000  troops   of  all  arms.     After  » 
short  but  bloody    action  the  victory  ou  the  side  of  the  Dutch  was  com- 
plete.    Their  loss  is  stated  not  to  have  exceeded  nine   or  ten   men.  while. 
of  the   Spaniards,    2,000,  among   whom  wa-   General    de  A^'arax,  were 
8lain,_  and    oOO  were  captured,  together  with  ;3S  standards. 
^  This  intiji-uiutioa,  roiUpilcd  ;r.,'n  \;a-ious  li'/L- -,  ci.'Uected    tr'.-U!   riiii'.'    t" 
time,  is  the  more  gratifying  and  interesting,  a.<  it  confirms   a  trjidition  in 
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dated  September  8th,  we  have  received,  with   the   enclosed 
letter  for  Mons.  Baxcker,  which  we  have  sent  to  him. 

From  your  last  letter,  1  see  that  you  have  received  my  last, 
by  which  j^ou  was  informed  of  our  intention,  that  Mons.  de 
Reaute  and  I  are  expecting  orders  from  Mons.  Jan  van 
Sevexhoven,  to  have  the  remainder  of  his  inheritance  paid, 
of  which  we  cannot  pay  one  penny  w-ithout  his  orders,  as  no 
one  has  given  us  a  procuration.  [Procuratio,  or  Volmagkt, 
Power  of  Attorney.]  If  you  could  make  him  send  us  an 
order  to  the  effect  that  we  must  pay  to  you,  we  will  be  ready 
to  pay  the  remainder;  but  you  must  not  take  it  ill  of  us,  if 
■in  case  his  orders  should  be  contrary  to  your  wishes,  we 
should  act  according  to  them.  As  T  assured  you  in  my  last 
letter,  I  should  like  very  much  to  do  you  some  service  ;  but 
I  rnust  take  care  not  to  involve  inyself  in  any  law  suits,  or 
expose  myself  to  the  danger  of  compromising  my  good  name. 

We  shall  not  pay  out  any  mone3%  I  assure  you,  but  on  the 
special  orders  of  Sevenhoven. 

That  you  and  the  whole  family  are  so  wealthy,  is  a  source 
of  great  joy  to  me  ;  and  I  wish  you  a  long,  lasting  continu- 
ance of  such  prosperity  here  below,  until  you  exchange  it  for 
everlasting  bliss.  Since  my  last  letter  much  has  been  changed 
around  me.  Last  May,  1705,  I  was  made  Schcpen  of  Rot- 
terdam, for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  on  the  10th  of  June, 
I   married  Mejuff^-f  Maria    Rammelman,   now    32  years 


the  family,  rrn-ntioned  in  the  Introduction,  (at  page  VI.,  5-tifira.)  that  the 
jBc  J3H¥,Si!t3E2iS  caiuy  oricrinully  from  French — Southern,  or  what  i.< 
now  known  a.s  the  Belgian  Duchy  of — Brahaat^  immediately  on  the 
confines   of  North,  or  Dutch,  Brabant. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  seems  appropriate  here  to  state  that  200  years 
ago,  the  name  was  written  De  Peystej:  as  often  a,s  de  Pkt.stee,  but 
as  the  little  ije  ap])ears  in  many  of  the  original  documents,  and  taking 
it  in  its  appropriate  siguiiication,  "otV  (de.  French,  Btlgic,  and  some- 
times Dutch;  VAN,  Dutch;  vox.  German.)  should  not  commeDC:?  with 
a  capital,  which  the  majority   of  the  Family  have  adopted. 

In  the  old  lettei^,  just  translated,  the  name  is  spelled  in  three  ditferent 
ways — v,-ith  a  capital,  thus  :  De  Petstek  :  witli  a  small  letter,  thus :  dk 
Petsteb  ;  and  D.  Petster.  But,  ;is  the  latter  occurs  oidy  once,  itrnaybe 
a  mistake  of  the  transcriber. 

Colonel,  then  Ctipt'dri,.  de  Peystek  (the  writer's  great  uncle),  how- 
ever, who  commanded  the  British  troops  at  the  battle  of  King''s  Mount- 
ain, after  the  death  of  his  friend  and  superior,  Col<nul  FERGrsox,  apv- 
pears  to  have  sometimes,  if  not  always,  written  his  .-ignature  with  a 
capital,  and  omitted  the  "  e."'  thus  :  D.  Peyster. 

In  an  old  account,  book,  the  first  entry  in  which  bears  date  26th  Janna- 
ry,  1768,  I  tind  the  name  written  D,  Peystek  and  D.,  Peyster.  These 
seem,  however,  to  have  been  freaks  of  fancy  or  inadvertencies. 

fThis  word  expre->es  moi\- than  mere  "Miss,'"  and  i!--igiiates  a  young 
lady  of  position  and  social  rank.  I  have  iiever  heard  ii  applie-l  ti>  uny 
bnt  noble  ladies. — J.  CnARi.KS  ScmrLTHHa.  .  * 
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old,  expecting  that  the  union  will  be  for  our  mutual  benefit, 
by  the  grace  of  the  Alnnighty.  I  notify  you  of  this,  as  I  know 
that  you  take  interest  in  my  family  affairs. 

Offering  to  you  and  the  other  dear  friends  my  service  and 
friendship,  I  wish  you  all,  for  many  years,  the  grace  and  the 
blessing  of  Our  Lord,  and  good  health,  (not  forgetting  Mer- 
ry,*) I  subscribe  myself, 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin, 

Your  Servant  to  command  and  Cousin, 
JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

P.S. 

This  goes  by  the  way  of  Curacao,  in  care  of  Mons.  Mathew 
Brandon  and  Bundus,  Merchants  at  Curacao,  who,  if  you 
should  need  it,  will  afford  you  a  helping  hand  in  your  affairs. 

Direction:  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
Merchant  at  Net^  York. 


11th.  Rotterdam,  25th  December,  1705. 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin  : 


To-day,  on  the- 29th  December,  I  send  this  letter,  which 
thus  far  is  but  a  copy  of  the  letter  that  I  sent  via  Curacao,  by 
a  ship  from  Amsterdam  via  London,  together  with  a  letter  to 
Mons.  Jan  van  Sevenhoven.  Although  I  hope  it  will  reach  your 
hands,  I  once  more  say  that  I  am  very  sorry  that  I  cannot  aid 
you  ;  but  the  best  and  shortest  way  would  be,  I  think,  for 
Mons.  VAN  Sevenhoven  to  send  us  orders  to  pay  [to  whom?]  the 
balance  due  in  this  transaction,  as  we  have  written  to  him 
in  our  last  letter,  and  as  we  also  have  written  to  you.  The 
unchanged  prosperityt  of  yourself  and  the  other  dear  rela- 
tives, is  very  agreeable  to  me.  In  the  letter  which  I  sent 
via  Curacao,  I  wrote  you  in  full  about  the  changes  in  my  po- 
sition, and  concerning  my  marriage    with    My- Young-Lady 


*Thi3  name  i^i  writreii  so  that  it  i-  impus<ible  tu  make  ont  whether  it 
ia  Mart  or  Merey. 

\Wel.iiand  fyr  Wehecsen  (Welwezen  or  Welzijn),  ccnuparing  the  context 
and  the  defiaitioii-s  of  the  different  words  in  the  four  languages — French, 
Dutch,  English  and  German — has  the  primary  meaning  of  wealth,  bun 
litre,  riche^ses.  [See  ''jS^ouiieau  Dictionnire  F^on'^ais-noUa^ulau-AUcmavd- 
Anglaii.  par  nm  Sociffj^  iJ.^-,  Gnnf^  dr  L^'Mrtn.  Priri»  :  rt.MjD£:T,  Uhraria 
EuTCfpecuii^.     1818.] 
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Maria  Rammelman,  to  which  I  refer.     Yog  may  be  assur- 
ed, however,  thai  I  will  always  continue  to  be, 

Your  very  affectionate  and  serviceable  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE   PEYS TER. 

P.S. 

Please  give  the  best  respects  of  my  wife  and  myself  to  the 
relatives  generally,  and  especially  to  Mary  and  yours. 

Direction  :     Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
Colonel  and  Merchant  at  New  York. 
(Via  Lon(Jon.\, 

I2th.  Rotterdam,   20th  June,  1707. 

Sir  and  Dear  Cousin  : 

I  have  duly  received  both  of  your  letters,  written  last  Au- 
gust and  the  10th  of  October,  1706,  the  latter  through  the 
hands  of  Cousin  Johan  de  Peyster,  who,  thanks  be  to 
God,  is  as  well  as  usual,  and  now  on  his  way  back  to  Lon- 
don, thence  to  return  home  again.  We  are  obliged  to  you, 
and  thankful  for  your  good  wishes  in  respect  to  our  marriage  ; 
and  we  return  our  kind  wishes  that  God,  the  Almighty,  will 
preserve  you  and  our  Cousin,  your  mistress  [wife],  and  your 
dear  children,  and  all  the  other  friends  and  relatives,  in  good 
health  for  many  coming  years,  to  His  honor  -and  your  benefit. 
Amen.  You  misunderstood,  or  I  must  have  written  badly, 
that  God  had  given  me  a  son  as  the  first  child  ;  it  was  a 
if  daughter,  who  is  now  1-5  1-2  months  old  ;  but  she  has  been 
••l  for  some  time  so  sick,  suffering  from  her  teeth,  that  we  have 
W  almost  given  up  the  hope  of  her  recovery.  May  God  give  her 
whatever  is  for  her  benefit.  iSince  that  time,  on  the  7th 
May,  this  year,  my  wife  was  again  confined,  and  delivered 
of  a  fresh,  well  formed  son,  who,  having  been  sick  four 
days,  died  when  but  fifteen  days  old.  But  God's  will  must 
be  done.  He  is  mighty  to  add  many  years  to  our  lives. 
Our  age,  my  wife  being  33  and  I  3->  years  of  age,  gives  us 
hope  still,  and  other  people  also  console  us  with  this.  Ne- 
phew Jacques  de  Peyster,  of  Rouen,  died  some  time  ago, 
to  the  great  sorrow  of  his  wife,  as  you  may  imagine,  on 
which  account  we    all  condole  with  you. 

Since  May,  J  have  retired  from  the  office  of  Schepen — 
[Judge] — and  now  again  commence  my  business  as  Advo- 
cate. I  have  not  the  soul  (neither  my  inclination  or  my 
abilities  fit  me)  for  the  life  of  a  Merchant ;  nevertheless,  if 
my  recommendation  could  contribute  anj'thins'  fo  the  busi- 
iif^.ss  weliar-   (jf  ajY    relatives,  you    ajay    be    sure    that    I  will 
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use  it  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  We  have  not  omitted  to 
remember  the  health  of  the  friends  in  Neiv  York  every  day,  in 
a  glass  of  wine,  and  your  brother  and  I,  writing  this,  do  the 
same  in  a  cup  of  tea,  and  hope  that  God  will  permit  him  to 
reach  the  harbor  of  his  destination  in  safety,  and  will  also 
give  you  and  the  other  relatives  still  further  reasons  for  jov 
and  thankfulness.  Thus,  after  presenting  our  service  and 
hearty  greetings  to  Mary,  my  cousin  your  wife,  cousin 
IsAACK,*  cousin  CoRNELiSjt  and  their  wives,  not  forgetting 
our  cousin,  AxnaI  Baxckers,  wife  of  our  cousin  Johan,  here 
present,  who  only  two  days  since  received  a  very  agreeable 
letter  from  her,  and  hopes  on  his  return  to  make  up  all  the 
damage  which  has  been  caused  by  his  absence ;  and  this 
same  to  the  whole  family,  recommending  ihem  to  the  Divine 
Providence,  with  renewed  offers  of  our  service, 
We  sign  ourselves 

Your  Cousin, 
JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer  de  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
Colonel  and  Merchant  at  New  York. 

By  the  hands  of  Captain  Johan  de  Peyster,  whom  may 
God    preserve. 

13th.  Rotterdam,  30th  June,  1710. 

Sir  and  dear  Cousin  : 

Your  agreeable  communication  of  30th  January,  1709-1 0, 
came  duly  to  hand,  from  which  I  learned  the  wealth  (ivclstar.d) 

and  prosperous  condition  of  yourself  and  family,   their 

health  was   of 


The  Almighty  God,  instead  of  one  deceased  son,  whom 
we  called  Johan,  has  given  us  another,  whom  I  have  named 
after  my  deceased  father,  Isaack.  He  was  two  years  old 
last  April.  Since  then  I  have  still  another  child,  a  daughter, 
who  was  six  months  of  age  within  this  month,  and  was  na- 
med Alida,  after  the  mother  of  my  wife.  On  the  1st  of 
April,  my  oldest  chilrl,  Geertryda  Anna,  was  four  years 
old  ;  and  we  have  already  suffered  much  on  account  of  her 
ill  health,  but  now,  by  the  blessing  of  God.  she  is  in  the  en- 
joyment of  good  health.  Thus,  since  the  lOth  ol  June, 
1705,  at  which  time  we  were  married,  we  have  had  four 
children,    three  of   whom    are   still    living.     I  give    myself 

"See  C'i:,.  I  u.^^-.'  ■::!.  ■'^•••-  i*l).  p:i;re;  22.  t^t'H^^^j,  \>iVd,a  1 !  0. 
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the  honor  of  condoling  with  you  and  your  wife,  my  cousin, 
on  the  loss  of  a  dear  father  ;  but,  as  it  must  be  considered 
that  once  we  all  must  die,  so  we  unite  with  you  in  prayer  to 
God  the  Almighty,  that  he  may  prepare  us  for  a  blessed 
death.     Amen.- 

Mons.  Bancker  has  sent  me  your  letter,  but  he  did  not 
tell  me  that  a  will  [testament]  has  been  tbund,  by  which 
still  Mons.  Bancker—  *  #  *  * 

•  «  **  ♦  *  *  * 

Your  Servant,  Dr.  [Doctor  of  Laws],  Sir  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER- 

P.  S.     Besides    this,   I  have  sent  you    still  another  letter, 
with  a  vessel  ^rom^Amsterdam,  while  I  hope  will  duly  arrive. 
Vale. 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heeren  Charles  Lodwyck, 
Merchant  (Coopliede/i)   at    Lo?idon. 

To  be  directed  from  thence  to  de  Heer  Abraham  de 
Peyster,  nt  New  York. 


14th.  Rotterdam,  15th  November,  1695. 

Sir  and  dear  Cotrsix  : 

Your  agreeable  communication,  written  under  date  21st 
March,  1694-'5,  was  duly  received  by  an  envelope  from 
Cousin  Pierre  de  Peyster,  at  Amsterdam,  and  from  it  I 
have  learned  with  pleasure  the  well  being  [wealth  and  pros- 
perity— wehvtsen]  of  yourself  and  of  the  whole  family. 
*  *"  *  »  *    ' 

1  expected  to  have  the  honor  of  a  conversation  concerning 
the  state  and  position  of  3^ou  and  all  the  friends,  with 
de  Heer  Dirk  Baxcker,  3'our  brother-in-law,  and  then  by 
his  Honor  [Sy?i  E.,  /.  e.  Eer~\  to  send  again  a  letter  to  the 
relatives. 

Meanwhile  I  understand  that  to-day  a  ship  will  sail  hence 
to  Nev-  York — and  so  I  could  not  neglect  my  duty,  but  here- 
by take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  to  let  you  know  some 
particulars  about  myself.  I  am  still,  God  be  thanked,  in  a 
pretty  good  state  of  health  and  strength,  24  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  on  the  28th  September,  1671  ;  but  I  am 
not  so  happy  as  are  the  other  friends,  in  being  married,  and 
cannot  do  anything  yet  for  the  increase  of  the  family  of  the 
DE  Peysters.  I  am  still  keeping  house  with  my  stepfather, 
Mons.  Hugo  Christian  van  Diemen,  only;  and  I  cannot 
tell  yet-when  my  family  will  be  increased  through  ^a  wife, 
but  can  tell    you  ib;u  house-keeping     is  quite   a    trffubie    for 
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men.  As  to  my  business,  it  is  two  years  since  I  passed  my 
examination  as  Advocate — and  I  often,  already,  have  been  so 
fortunate,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  as  to  gain  triumph-^ 
[win  the  cause]  for  my  clients,  and  intend  still  lo  continue 
in  the  practice  of  the  law. 

It  was  extremely  agreeable  to  me  to  acquaint  you  that  my 
Merry,  at  her  advanced  age  of  63  years,  is  still  so  well  dis- 
posed, and  I  hope  she  will  long  continue  to  enjoy  the  same 
happiness,  untill  her  blessed  end.  I  have  not  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  preserve  my  own  mother  up  to  such  an  advanced 
age.  The  relatives  must  have  learned  from  the  letters  ot 
Cousin  Pierre  de  Peyster,  that  it  pleased  the  Lord  our 
God  to  take  her  away  from  me,  transferring  her  to  his  eter- 
nal kingdom,  2  years  ago,  on  the '20th  October,  1693,  in 
the  50th  year  of  her  age.  But  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 
Please  give  hearty  greeting  from  my  father  and  myself  to 
all  the  relatives  and  their  children,  but  in  particular  to 
Merry  and  to  your  wife,  although  we  have  not  the  honor  of 
knowing  them  all  personally.  But  please  remind  Cousin 
Abraham,  (for  he  is  the  oldest  of  the  family,  and  the  only 
one  which  1  have  had  the  honor  of  seeing,)  that  since  his  de- 
parture lam  very  much  astonished  that  he  has  not  kept  up 
his  promised  correspontlence,  as  our  deceased  fathers  always 
took  pains  to  do. 

Thus,  after  having  wished  all  the  blessings  of  God  to  you 
and  your  family  and  all  the  relatives,  I  conclude  for  the  pre- 
sent time,  signing, 

(In  haste,)  Your  always  affectionate  tiervaut 

to  command,   and  Cousin, 
JOHAiX  DE  PEYSTER. 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer  de  Heer  Johan  de  Peyster,  at 
New  York. 

(By  a  Sea  Captain.) 

I5th.  Rotterdam,  25th  December,  J705. 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin  : 

Your  agreeable  letters,  dated  6th  November,  1704,  and 
5th  March,  1705,  were  both  duly  received.  The  former  I 
answered  on  the  27th  March,  1705,  and  I  hope  you  are  al- 
ready in  the  receipt  of  it.  From  the  tatier  I  learned  with 
pleasure  your  wealth  and  that  of  our  tamily.  As  to  me,  I 
have  ex{)erienced  two  great  changes  since  my  last  letter  ot 
the  27ih  of  March.  1st,  I  have  been  chosen  to  be  the  Schepen 
of  this  oity  tor  the  term  of  two  years  ;  2d,  T  have  married 
Mejvjff'ruv   [Miss]  Maria  Raaimelman  on   the  lUdi  of  June. 


I  and  I  hope  it  will  turn  out  for  the  glory  of  God  and  our  mu- 
I  lual  benefit.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  you,  by  the  blessing  of 
I  God,  assist  in   multiplying  the  de  Peysters.     How  well  it 

I  will  be  with  me  in  this    respect    time    will   show  ;  but  1  am 

I         not  without  hope.     The  advancement  of  your  eldest  son  in 
the  English   and  French  languages,  I    am   gratified    to  see, 
I  and  hope  that  he  will  goon,  treading  in  the  footsteps  of  his 

I  father  as  he  grows  up,  and  give  you  more    and    more  satis- 

1  faction.  I  extend  the  same  wish  to  the  other  children.  With 
I  pleasure  will  I  contribute  whatever  can  serve  to  keep  up 
f  good  intelligence  and  friendship  between  us,  by   exchanging 

I  letters — thus  supplying  the  impossibility  of  personal  inter- 

t  course. 
On  this  side  of  the  ocean  war  is  still  going  on  with  France 
Iand  Spain.  The  last  good  tidings  which  we  received  from 
the  theatre  of  hostilities  was,  that  Barceloiia — 1705 — the  cap- 
ital of  Catalonia,*  had  surrendered  to  King  Charles  III. 
with  the  whole  province,  except  RosesA 

I         ^ ^ ] 

I  *The  siege  and  capture  of  Barcelona,  herein   reterred  to,  is  in  many  re- 

ispects  sufficiently  remarkable  to  merit  particular  notice.  The  besieging 
force  was  commanded  by  the  Eael  of  Peterbokocgh,  who  displayed 
therein  a  chivalric  conduct  and  intrepidity  worthy  the  pen  of  Plctaeoh, 
t  or  the  exalted  panegyrics  applied  by  the  poet  and  romancer  to  their  ima- 
I  ginary  heroes.  Under  his  command,  5,000  troops  were  embarked  on  an 
I  English  fleet,  under  Sir  Clottdeslet  chovel,  which,  having  been  re- 
m  inforced  at  Lisbon,  by  Admiral  Sir  John  Leake  and  the  Dutch  Admiral 
f  Allemonde,  received  on  board  detachments  from  the  army  of  the  Confed- 
,4  erates  in  Portugal;  and  having  been  joined  by  the  Aechdtjke  (titular 
I  Chaeles  III.  of  Spain),  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Catalonia,  where  it  was 
I  hoped  that  at  his  presence  the  whole  province  would  submit  and  acknow- 
4  ledge  his  authority.  The  result  justified  the  expectation.  The  majority 
I  of  the  population  declared  for  tlie  House  of  Austria,  the  fortresses  of 
I  Lerida  and  Tortosa  surrendered  without  firing  a  shot,  and  the  capital, 
I  Barcelona,  was  invested  by  sea  and  land.  Disgusted  with  the  slow  pro- 
i  gress  of  the  siege,  the  Eael  proposed  to  his  colleague,  the  Peixck  of 
f  Hesse-Daemstadt,  to  assault  the  entrenchments  which  covered  the  Cita- 
I  del  Montjoui  and  the  place  itself.  This  attempt,  made  on  the  Sth  Octo- 
I  ber,  1705,  succeeded;  but  the  gallant  Peixoe  fell  in  the  mement  of  tri- 
,1  umph.  A  few  days  afterwards  the  bursting  of  a  bomb,  thrown  into 
I  Fort  Montjoui,  fired  the  powder  magazine — whose  terrible  explosion 
I  led  to  the  immediate  surrender  of  that  fortress,  which  induced  the  Duke 
•\  DE  PopOLi,  Viceroy  of  Catalonia,  to  ask  for  terms.  While  engaged  in 
I  adjusting  the  articles  of  capitulation,  terrible  cries  and  tumultuous  shouts 
-|  announced  that  the  besiegers  were  already  within  the  walls.  '•'You  betray 
I  us,"  said  the  Viceeoy,  bitterly,  to  the  Eael  of  Peteeboeough.  "While 
I  we,  here,  acting  in  good  faith,  are  settling  the  terms  of  the  surrender, 
your  English  have  made  their  way  into  the  place,  by  the  undefended  ram- 
parts, and  are  engaged  in  the  work  of  slaughter,  pillage,  and  every  other 
I  

*  +  Roses,  or  as    it  is  more   commonly  written,  Rosas,   (once   Rhoda  or 

Rhodone?)  a  seaport  town   of  .5/>aiw,  in  and  on  a  Gulf  of  the  same  name, 
62  Eoiles  N.  E.  of  Barcelona.  4 
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We  earnestly  hope  that  God  may  soon  exennpt  us  from 
this  ruinous  wartkre,  and  graciously  grant  us  a  lasting  peace  ; 
but  above  all  peace,  that  Hberty  of  conscience  which,  in 
value,  far  exceeds  all  human  powers  of  estimate. 

Heartily  and  forever  wi-^hins:  vou  and  all  the  other  I'riends 
lasting  health,  and  presenting  the  service  of  my  wife  and 
myself,  I  sign,  Sir  and  dear  Cousin, t 

Your  servant  to  command,  and  atfectionate  Cousin. 
JOHAiN  DE  PEV.STER. 

To  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Johax  de  Peyster,  Merchant 
at  New  York. 


*  16th.  Rotterdam,  7th  May,  1707. 

My  Dear  Sir,  and  Cousin  : 

This  night  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  and  am  glad  to 
learn  that  you  arrived  in  good  health,  in  which  state  1  ho{)e 
I  shall  see  you  here  again.  My  wife  has  been  confined  this 
very  night,  and  now,  at  Hi  o'clock,  by  God's  grace,  is  deliv- 
ered of  a  son,  as  you  wished  in  your  letter — for  which  kind 
thoughts  we  are  still  thankful.  This  is  the  reason  why  1 
did  not  expedite  the  letter  of  Cousin  Abraham  ;  but  I  will 
not  neglect  to  send  it.  We  teel  very  thankful  to  you  that 
you  think  so  often  of  us  ;  and  you  may  be  sure  that  we  are 
very  often  mindful  of  you  in  like  manner — yes,  every  day, 
and  we  shall  continue  to  be  so.     Our  haste  interrupting  our 


violence."  '"You  are  in  error."  replied  the  English  nobleman,  with  ditrai- 
ty ;  ''these  laust  be  the  Peinte  of  DARMbrADi'.s  troops.  There  is  only 
one  way,  now,  by  which  the  city  can  be  saved  ;  permit  me  at  once  to 
enter  with  my  Entili^ii  soldiery  :  I  will  then  soon  restore  discipline,  iiud 
return  to  you,  here,  to  complete  the  capitulation."  TheSjiani^h  Governor 
yielded  to  the  tone  and  manner  of  the  English  General,  and  allowed  him 
to  enter  Barcelona  with  his  oflicers.  It  was  just  in  time,  tor  he  found 
the  Germans  aud  Catalonians  engaged  in  sacking  the  houses  ut  the  prin- 
cipal iuhal)itants ;  whence  he  drove  them,  and  even  forced  them  to  re- 
store their  captured  booty. ^  B;it.  more  fortunate  than  all  the  rest,  the 
Earl  was  happy  enough  to  arrive  in  time  to  rescue  the  Dtchess  of 
PopoLi,  on  the  point  of  being  dish<jnored  by  the  brutal  soldier-,  aud 
restore  her  to  the  arms  of  her  husband.  The  tumidt  entirely  aj.peased. 
the  English  Ha.rl,  as  elevated  in  rank  as  in  the  sentiments  of  honor, 
"returned  to  the  gate,  and  finished  the  capitulation  with  the  Governor. 
to  the  utter  astoni.-liment  of  the  S'laniards.  at  findirg  so  much  h<)nor 
and  generosity  in  a  people  whom  they  had  hitherto  been  accustomed  to 
consider  only  as  merciless  heretics." 


tThis  word,  "^V??/."  means  both  "Nephew"  and  "Cousin."     From   the 

C')nri\xt.  It  would  seem  iiiiii'j-~ib]e  to  mean  ■"nephew."    iu   any    except  the 
iir»t  letters. 
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writing,  after  having   presented  our  service  to -you  and  your 
family,  especially   to  de  Heer  Bancker,  we  remain, 
Sir  and  dear  Cousin, 
Your  affectionate  servant  to  command,  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 
P.  S.     Mother  and  child,  according  to  ^ 
circumstances,  are  quite  well,  thanks  be  >  — 

to  God.  ) 

To  Myn  Heer  de  Heer  Johan  de  Peystek,  in   the  house  of 
de  Heer  VVillem  Bancker,  Merchant  at  Amsterdam. 


17th.  Rotterdam,  2MUB.y,  1101. 

Sir  and  Cousin  : 

The  Almighty  oiid  only  wise  God,  last  night,  at  8  3-4 
o'clock  P.  M.  took  fiotr)  us  our  son,  Johan  de  Pevster,  [and 
translated  him]  into  liis  heavenly  kingdom  ;  of  which  1 
hereby  inform  you,  as  I  do  tiot  doubl  that  as  you  took  part  in 
our  joy  [at  his  birth],  you  also  will  sympathize  with  us  in 
this  loss,  the  more  as  he  was  named  after  you.  He  was 
sick  about  four  days,  and  suffered  much.  After  presentation 
of  my  wife's  and  my  own  service  to  you  and  de  Heer 
Bancker,  [I  remain] 

Sir  and  Cousin, 

Your  Servant  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

P.  S.     My  wife   is,   thanks  be  to  God,  > 
under  the   circumstances,   well.  ^ 

Direction  :  Myn  Heer,  Myn  Heer  Johan  de  Peyster,  at 
present  staying  in  the  house  of  de  Heer  Willem  Bancker, 
Merchant,  at    Amsterdam. 


18th.  Rotterdam,  22d  July,  1707. 

Sir  and  Cousin  : 

From  your  letter,  I  learned  with  great  pleasure  of  your 
arrival  at  London  in  good  health,  and  I  hope  that  you  will 
continue  to  enjoy  this  blessing,  for  which  God  be  thanked. 
Our  dear  little  Anna,  by  the  goodness  of  God,  is  getting  bet- 
ter, and  already  commences  to  become  ijav  and  ijood  humor- 
ed,  and  we  are  not  without  hope  that  she  will  entirely  recov- 
er her  health.  I  ought  to  have  written  before,  but  as  you 
promised  in  your  letter  that  yon   would  send  me  the  particu- 
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lars  of  your  journey,  I  expected  another  letter — but,  not  re- 
ceiving another,  I  would  not  wait  any  longer. 


Sir  and  Cousin, 

Your  Servant  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 
To  Myn  Beer,  Myn  Heer  Johan  de  Peyster,  in  the  house 
of  de  Heer,  Coll.  Charles  Lodwyck,  Merchant  at  London. 


19tb.  Rotterdam,  29th  February,  1708. 

Sir  and  Dear  Cousin  : 

Your  very  agreeable  letter  of  the  Isl  of  August,  1707,  was 
duly  received.  During  the  whole  month  of  August,  havincr 
a  vacation,  my  wife  and  I  were  at  the  country-seat  of  my 
brother-in-law,  Rammelman. 

The  girls  (maid-servants)  did  not  send  your  letter  to  me, 
and  thus  I  did  not  receive  it  till  the  month  of  September,  and  I 
did  not  answer  it  then,  as  I  thought  you  had  already  depart- 
ed ;  afterwards,  I  saw  in  a  newspaper,  that  in  August  the 
fleet  had  left  for  Jamaica,  and  that  it  had  arrived  there  in  No- 
vember. I  hoped  and  expected  that  you,  about  this  time, 
must  have  arrived  at  New  York. 

As  a  ship  is  soon  to  depart  from  here  for  Boston,  I  will  not 
let  the  opportunity  escape  to  assure  you  of  my  unvaryincr  af- 
fection for  you.     Although  you  may  accuse  me  for  not  havincr 
written  to  you  earlier,  you   must  not  believe  it   was  for  wan° 
of  affection,  but   only   for  the  aforesaid    reasons.     I  hope  to 
hear  that  you  have  arrived   in  good    health,  and   found    my 
niece  and  your  dear  children,  and  Merry,  Cousin  Abraham, 
and  the  other  relatives,  all  in   a  prosperous  condition,  which 
my  wife  and  I  wish  to  all  the  relatives  for  many  future  years, 
until  a  blessed  death.     I  am  obliged    to  you  for  your  kind 
wishes  for  our  Gertruyda  Anna.     It    has  pleased   the  Al- 
mighty to  accomplish  your  wishes,  and    she    is   beginning  to 
grow  up  nicely  ;  for  these  wishes  we  are  still  thankful.      We 
expect,  however,  in  the  month  of  April,    another   child,  and 
we  hope  that    it  may  be  born  healthy  and  well-shaped,  by 
God's  favor.     We  are,  by  the  help  of  God,  pretty  well  ;   but 
my  wife  has  had  a  very   bad  cold,  which    has   incommoded 
her  niuch,  on  account  of  continual  coughing,  day  and  night  ; 
but  now  she  is   alrr.ost  recovered   from    it.     We  thank  you 
for  the  greetings  from  Cousm  Arraham,  and    other   friends. 


e 
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We  are  very  glad  to  see  their  prosperous  condition,  (weakb) 
and,  if  you  please,  give  to  all  of  them  our  greetings,  and  those 
of  Papa  and  Mama  van  Diemen. 

*  ****** 

I  remain,  Sir  and  dear  Cousin, 

Your  Servant  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN  DE  PEYSTER. 

P.  S.     Cousin  MiEROP  died  on  the  29th  December,  1707.. 

N.  B.     A  duplicate  of  this   I  send  via.  London. 

I  Vale.     (Farewell.) 

To  Myn  Heer,   Myn  Heer  Johan  de  Peyster,  Merchant  at 
Neiv  York. 

20th.  ^  Rotterdam,  21st  May,  1709. 

Sir  and  Dear  Cousin  : 

I  received  your  agreeable  letters,  both  bearing  dale  28lh 
August,  1708,  during  the  past  month — April  ;  one  b(nng,  some 
days  behind  the  other.  With  joy  and  pleasure  1  learned  of 
your  afrival  (hoine  ?)  in  g0i)d  health  on  the  J3th  of  June  last, 
forascnuch  as  I  had  already  been  considerably  troubled  aboui 
you,  because  a  very  long  period  had  elapsed  since  1  was  no- 
tified of  your  departure  from  England.  It  also  gave  me 
much  pleasure  to  learn  that  you  found  your  family  all  well; 
not  only  my  niece  your  wife,  and  the  children,  but  also  the 
other' relatives,  in  which  happy  state  I  pray  that  the  Almighty 
may  graciously  please  to  preserve  you  and  the  family,  and 
all  other  friends,  through  many  coming  3'ears,  until  you  ar- 
rive at  a  blessed  end.  Amen.  As  to  us,  we  are,  by  God's 
eternal  goodness,  still  in  good  health.  I  am  obliged  by,  and 
thankful  for,  your  wishes  in  respect  to  my  wife.  They  have 
been  accomplished,  and  my  wife,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1708, 
was  delivered  of  a  healthy  son,  who  was  called  after  m}'  fa- 
ther, TsAACK,  and  who,  by  God's  kindness,  is  still  alive  ;  and 
so  is  Geertryda  Anna,  although  we  had  great  trouble  with 
her  last  winter. 

The  last  winter  tvas  so  extraordinarily  cold  that  not  only  were 
the  rivers  frozen,  but  also  for  many  miles  out  from  the  shore  the  sea 
was  covered  with  fields  of  drivins^Hce,  and  mountains  of  it  were 
thrown  [filed  ?)  upon  the  coast.  In  fact,  so  inteiise  ivas  the  cold,  that 
different  [jnany^  persons  had  their  fingers  a7id  toes  frozen,  and 
even  some  perished  from  the  same  cause. 

Both  the  above  mentioned  children  had  the  meazles,  and 
by  her  long  confinement  in  bed  Geertryda  Anna  was  weak- 
ened to  such  a  degree  thai  she  cuuld  neither  stand  nor  walk  ; 
but,  by  God's  help,  she  is  now  restored,  and  goes  to  school. 
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IsAACK  has  now  four  teeth,  and  in  spite  of  the  pains  in  his 
mouth,  is  quite  courageous.  1  hope,  in  the  coming  winter,  by 
the  help  of  God,  to  get  a  son  or  a  daughter. 

I  wish  you  would  write  me,  in  3'our  next  letter,  what  was 
the  name  of  my  father's  mother,  our  grandmother,  and  which 
was  her  seal  ;  and  if  I  could  find  out  the  same  about  our 
other  grandmother,  it  would  be  the  more  agreeable  to  me. 
Cousin  Prixs,  upon  whose  place  [country'  seat]  in  Kroosivyk, 
a  little  outside  this  city,  I  believe  we  once  have  been  to- 
gether, died  in  the  beginning  of  last  month. 

The  Commissioners  are  now  here,  at  the  Hague,  acting  provis- 
ionally, in  endeavoring  to  negotiate  a  peace  ;  and  they  say  that 
matters  v.ear  a  JavoraMe  aspect.  France  is  making  great  offers, 
compelled  by  want  of  money  and  scarcity  of  grains.  Rye  and 
jioar  are  very  dear  here,  and  still  evury  dnij  the  price  increases, 
because  most  of  the  winter  seed  is  Jrozen — so  that  the  ground  must 
be  ploughed  over  again  ;  and  the  ot/ier  articles  of  food  incraese  m 
price  proportionally .  The  apricot,  peach  and  pear  trees  ore  al- 
m,ost  all  killed.  The  grope  in  most  places  froze  down  to  the 
ground,  but  ?wir  are  throicing  out  shouts  from,  the  roots.  In 
France,  many  0/  the  vines  have  been  killed  outright,  and  for 
that  reason  the  Bra7idy-wine  has  risen  to  a  very  high  price.* 


*"Were  not,"  eselairusPEYKAT,  tbe  nutUo'r  of  the  '•  Pr/yforx  of  the  Be-tert,'^ 
(Vol.  II.,  pages  Si.  So.)  that  eloquent  record  of  the  glories  and  the  suf- 
feriugn  of  the  French  Protestants  in  Southern  France,  "the  blood  and 
tears  of  two  millions  of  men  sufficient  to  bring  down  from  Heaven  upon 
a  guilty  kingdom — France — the  still  more  frightful-  di>asters  of  this  win- 
ter— 170S(-'!h'').  During  this  terrible  ir.inter.  rijiea.  olives,  raulierries.  gar- 
dem,  seeds  sown  the  previous  /J///,  nU  ijeri^hed  :  f  cry.  f king  icas  frozen. 
The  cu[)idity  u\'  uvariee  gathered  again  t!ie  old  [and  damaged]  wheat 
which  the  king  purchased  and  retailed  again  at  its  weiglit  in  gold — sjiecu- 
lating  upon  the  raging  hunger  of  his  people.  Troops  ot  beggars,  spectral  in 
their  aspect,  wandered  along  the  highway-.  Rleh  inert  held  out  their 
hands  for  (ilinsf,  aud  were  r.ouipelled  to  solicit,  as  un  extrentefaror,  admis- 
sion into  the  hospitals  ;  hut  the  hospitals,  gorged  tcith  Oie  pour,  driven 
into  .them  by  the  universal  misery,  rouiited  forth  agniri  the  miserable 
wretches  tcho  sought  their  asylums.  The  courtiers  of  Versailles,  and  Ma- 
dame de  Maixtexox — wife  of  Locis  XIV. — herself  ate  nothing  but  oaten 
bread  ;  wheat,  as  a, rare  and  precious  aliment,  was  reserved  for  the  king 
alone."' 

The  above  confirms  the  statement  of  ray  ancestor's  letter.  Moreover, 
Crowe,  in  hi:i '' History  of  Fran'-e,"'  page  128,  Yo).  II.,  says  :  "Tlie  year 
170y  connaenced  by  one  of  the  most  riyorons  Winters  ever  known.  The 
strongest  elixirs,  lliiugary  water,  for  e.\'auij>le.  riie  "V.m\  de  (.'oh>gne"*  of 
that  day,  froze  and  broke  the  bottles  in  wldch  it  was  kept,  though  in  the 
warmest  rooms  of  t!ie  palace.  I'roin  this,  a  Judgment  uuiy  be  formed  ot' 
its  etlects  upon  vegetation."' 

Miss  Pakdok,  ill  her  •'Loris  XIV..  an/l  the  Court  of  France.'^  Vol.  II.. 
page  5.50-"l-'2,  adds  the  following,  among  other  testimonies  :  '"In  the  ?ame 
year  France  was  \-isited  with  a  fearful  famine.  *****  Xhe  frnit 
trees  remained  Icdc--.  auil  (.•.•oiiLdit  fi.rth  no  pr..d:;<c.  *  -i"  *  *  X'-e 
storchuUacs  throughout  the  kingdom  being  exhausted,  an  eliori  -vv;k>  uiuue 
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I  communicated  your  letter  to  de  Heer  Edens.     Thus,  after 
presentation   of  rny  wife's   and  my  own  service  to  you,  our 
niece  your  wife,  and  all  the  other  relatives  generally,  recom- 
mending them  all  to  God's  protection,  I  remain. 
Sir   and   dear  Cousin,  ' 
Your  Servant  and  affectionate  Cousin, 

JOHAN   DE  PEYSTER. 
P.  S.     Papa   and  Mama  send  to  all  of  you   hearty  greet- 
ings. 

Vale.     (Farewell.) 
Direction:      Myn   Heer,   de   t  leer  Charles  Lodwyck  & 
Co.,  Merchants  ( Cooyman* )  at  London,  to  forward  to  de  Heer 
JoHANMS  de  Peyster,  Merchant  S^c.  at  New  York. 

21st.       ^  Rotterdam,  30th  May,  1726. 

I        Sir  axd  Dear  Cousin: 

'■^  An  opportunity  presenting  itself  at  the  present  time  to  send 

a  letter  to  Nev:  York  by  a  ship  which  is  going  to  sail  from 
this  to  that  port,  with  the  Paltse  Brothers,  1  take  advan- 
tage of  the  occasion  to  virite  to  Messrs.  Hooclaxd  and 
Cazie,  about  the  inheritance  left  by  Monsieur  and  Widow 
Pieter    Deynoot,     although  1  have    received    no   answer 

to  import  grain  from  tlie  Levant,  but  tlie  merchant  sliips  were  captured 
by  the  vessels  of  the  enemy  ;  and  ichile  tJie  French  avhiy  was  daily  per- 
ishing frohi  hunger,  the  Dutch  lotre  rending  to  the  hostile  forces,  without 
increase  of  price,  etery  description  of  prori.-^ion.  *  *  *  *  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  gloom  which  hung  over  the  Court.  For  the  first  time 
it  did  not  pause  upon  the  royal  thre>hold,  but  made  its  scowl  visible 
even  in  the  sculptured  galleries  of  Versailles,  and  in  the  dlded  saloons  of 
Marly,  where,  instead  of  the  heaps  of  gold  which  hjid  soJately  cumbered 
the  tables,  and  changed  owners  upon  tlie  fortune  of  a  card,  the  great  and 
thehaughty  were  to  he  seen  testing  the  oats,  and  harley,  and  puke,  which 
had  been  fiishiont'd  iido  bread,  in  m'der  to  deride  which  would  siijp'ee 
the  best,  if  not  to  satisfy,  at  least  to  cheat  the  hunger  of  an  exhausted 
populace.'''   • 

*Koopmann  (Coopmann),  according  to  the  detinitif)ns  of  the  Dictionary 
of  Fonr  Languages,  often  (juoted  herein,  signifies  both  a  large  and  small 
dealer;  but  in  foll<)wing  out  the  meaning  we  find  that  to  express  retail 
dealing  we  have  to  add  the  words  ''in  het  llein,"  and  that  Koopmen- 
schappen  means,  to  be  engaged  in  conmiercial  pursuits  on  a  large  scale. 
In  the  largest  commercial  jilaces  in  Europe  only  those  merchants  have  a 
right  to  -tyle  themselves  A'oop^iWe?;  (Dutcli),  [iCat/feute  (German)]  who 
own  large  warehouses,  and  vessels  at  sea.  Shopkeepers  and  retail  dealers 
are  called  by  the  name  of  Kramer  (Ihitchj   [  Kraemer  (German)]. 

Such  is  the  law  of  tut-  llan-e'*'  To\wis  (or  Cities).  Hainburg  imd  Bremen^ 
and  I  am  pretty  certain  of  Holland  also,  where  I  saw  on  shields  of  import- 
ant houses:  "••  Cooplieden.''  J.  C.  Schulthks. 


'  HAJ^i'SE,  (.from  "  tianaa"  i-'iaion'^.a  Mitllil-ude),  ligmjitt  a  Hociety   ut   Leagut. 
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yet,  from  these  gentlemen,  to  my  letters  written  the  20th  and 
28th  of  August.  You  must  consider  this  communication 
simply  as  a  means  of  conveying  to  you,  in  the  name  of  mv 
son,  his  best  thanks  for  the  birds  (what  kind  ?)  which  you  sent 
him.  We  have  learned  that  in  our  country,  Holland,  they  do 
not  retain  the  beautiful  plumage  which  they  display  with 
you.  By  the  grace  of  God,  we  are  all  still  well  off,  and  our 
son  is  at  the  present  time  at  the  University  o^  Leydtyi,  engag- 
ed in  the  study  of  the  laws.  I  hope  soon  to  hear  that  you  and 
all  our  other  relatives  are  in  good  health. 

After  presenting  our  service  both  to  you    and  other  rela- 
tives, I  am  obliged  to  break  off  in  great  haste,  remaining. 
Sir  and  dear  Cousin, 

Your  Servant  and  Cousin, 
JOHAN   DE  PEYSTER. 
l_7_2-6. 
P.  S.       The  name  of  the  above  mentioned  ship  is  Johan- 
na.    The  name  of  the  captain  is  Alexanixer  Britchow,  and 
and  the  passengers,  de  Paltsers,  are  already  on  board. 
Direction:     Myn  Heer,   de  Heer  Cornelis  de  Peyster, 

Merchant^  etc.  etc.  at  New  York. 
By  the  Ship  Johanna. 


22d.  *  Rotterdam,  lOth  October,  1730. 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin  : 

I  did  not  sooner  answer  your  letter  of  the  24th  March, 
1729-30,  which  was  only  handed  me  yesterday  by  de  Heer 
Philip  French,  because  his  honor  ( Syn  Ed,)  did  not  arrive 
in  this  city  until  a  late  date,  on  account  of  having  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  his  wife,  when  he  had  been  two  months  in  this 
country,  as  he  himself  informed  me.  The  medicines  had  a 
totally  different  effect  from  that  which  they  were  intended  to 
produce.  Thus  this  gentlemen  did  not  accomplish  the  inten- 
tion for  which  he  undertook  his  journey.  It  is  a  very  sorrow- 
ful business  for  him.  Had  I  been  residing  in  Amsterdam  I 
should  have  given  myself  the  honor  of  writing  more,  for  I 
would  then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  informing  myself 
about  the  departure  of  the  ships  for  New  York,  which  I  very 
seldom  have  at  this  port.  I  can  easily  learn  from  the  news- 
papers when  the  ships  have  arrived,  but  not  when  they  are 
going  to  leave  again  ;  and  thug  I  always  must  trouble  some 
one  or  another  of  the  gentlemen  at  Amsterdam,  which  a  per- 
son does  not  like  to    do  except    it    is   absolutely  necessary. 

I  .learn  however  from  your  letter  that  cousin  liAACK  de 
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Peyster*  died  in  February,  and  cousin  AsRAHAMt  in  July, 
1728,  which  was  something  very  unexpected  to  me,  as  I  had 
heard  nothing  about  it  before,  and  I  should  have  thought  the 
relatives  would  have  inforined  me  about  it  [a  matter  of  such 
moment]  a  long  time  since.  I  hope,  with  you,  that  God  had 
prepared  a  blessed  retusre  and  rest  tor  these  my  two  relatives, 
anti  that  the  same  God  will,  by  a  continuation  of  his  bless- 
ings, recompense  the  family  of  the  deceased  for  their  loss. 

It  was  very  satisfactor}''  tor  me  to  learn  from  your  letter  of 
the  wealth  and  prosperous  condition  of  you  all,  and  1  pray 
that  the  Almighty  God  may  yet  preserve  you  all  together  in 
good  health  for  a  long  time  to  come,  for  his  own  honor,  and 
that  he  will  graciously  grant  to  you  many  blessings,  both  of 
soul  and  body.  1  remain  obliged  to  you  for  your  affection  in 
transmitting  letters  to  me,  when  you  heard  aboLt  my  desolate 
condition.  It  is  true  that  in  this  country  there  has  already 
beenati  extraordinary  mortality,  (epidemic  ?)  but  the  Almigh- 
ty God,  by  his  eternal  grace,  has  preserved  us  in  good  health. 

Cur  family  still  consists  of  one  son  and  one  daughter, 
which  are  all  that  renjain  to  us  of  seven  children.  My  son 
last  year  became  Advocate  and  is  now  residing  at  the  Hc/^we, for 
studying  the  practice  of  the  Court.  Thus  1  commend  ever 
to  the  grace  of  God  you  and  the  other  members  of  the  fam- 
ily and  the  other  friends,  after  presenting  my  service  to  all 
our  friends,  1  finish  this,  my  letter,  by  declaring  that  on  my 
part  1-  am  as  willing  (anxious  .^)  as  ever  to  maintain  our  friend- 
ship by  the  exchange  of  letters. 

I- remain  with  much  respect, 

Sir  and  very  dear  Cousin, 
Your  every  willing  to  serve  you  Dr.  and  Cousin, 

JOHAN    DE   PEYSTER. 

Direcuon  :     Myn  Heer,  de  Heer  Cornelis  de  Peyster, 

Merchant,  etc.  etc.  etc.  at  New  York. 

Co^'CLUDiXG  Remarks. 

Letters  Nos.  23  and  24  from  Johan  de  Peyster  to  John 
Spratt  (or  John  Sprat),  second  husband  of  Maria,  eldest 
daughter  of  the  first  Johannes  de  Peyster,  are  wanting, 
and  as  the  book  shows  no  signs  of  mutilation  they  do  not  ap- 
pear to  have  been  copied  therein. 

*See  (*-i)  Page  22,  supra. 

t^ee  Aeraham,  1st  A.  2d  lirie,    Text.  Page  24,  supra.     It  says   that  h» 
died  in  Au_,u^t — the  discrepancy  may  arise  I'rom  trie   diaerenoe    bccw'awi 
.  the  old  and  new  style.  5 
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As  mentioned  at  note  *,  Page  149,  supra,  no  more  difficuli 
task  can  be  imagined,  than  the  translation  of  the  letters  hl•r^'- 
in  before  given.  They  are  written,  not  in  the  Dutch  oi'ihc  pre- 
sent day,but  in  that  language  intermingled  wiih  French. Dutcl;, 
and  even  English  words  and  phrases.  The  first  per.-on  wh,, 
undertook  to  translate  them,  although  a  man  of  considerable 
ability,  gave  them  up  in  despair  ;  and  their  completion  wa* 
eventually  a  most  em  harassing  labor.  The}  were  first  inins- 
lated  word  for  word  h\^  Charles  Schtlthes,  then  revidfd',! 
into  good  English  and  compared  with  the  original  letters  by 
J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  and  afterwards  the  proofs  werr 
again  compared  not  only  with  the  first  translation,  but  wiili 
the  originals  by  both  the  above  named,  so  that  if  ativ  eiror* 
have  occurred  they  can  be  but  very  unimportant. 

Snahe  Point,  Tivoli,  Charles  Schulthes. 

24th  May,  1856.  J.  Watts   de  Peyster. 

Letters  from  England. 

Woolwich,  July  4th,  1792. 

Altho'  you  neglected  me  when  you  had  ihe  favorable  ojypor- 
tufdty  of  writing  by  the  Beaver,  J  cannot  reconcile  to  (nyselt 
the  like  unfriendly  neglect. 

On  the  23d  ult.  the  King's  Guards  were  reviewed.  On 
this  occasion,  and  in  the  way  of  a  sham  fight,  the  whole  of 
the  Artillery  were  ordered  to  attend,  and  marched  from 
hence,  and  met  their  Majestys,  Prince  of  Wales,  Dukes  of 
York,  Gloucester,  Clarence,  &:c.  &c.,  on  Sydenham  Common, 
about  9  o'clock.  The  adjustment  of  the  Troops  for  the  sham 
fight  had  taken  place  before  they  marched  from  Quarters, 
and  theretore  so  soon  as  we  came  to  the  field,  the  Artillery 
(under  the  orders  oi  his  Grace  of  Richmond)  occupied  one 
part  of  the  Common.  The  Guards,  with  two  hundred  Light 
Dragoons,  occupied  the  other  part  of  the  Common,  and  were 
under  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  Duke  of  York.  Imme- 
diately after  his  Majesty  had  reviewed  the  Guards  a  signal 
for  action  was  made,  and  from  that  moment  Richmond  and 
,  York  engaged.  The  action  lasted  for  some  time,  and  was 
conducted  on  either  side  with  judgment.  xA.s  the  Enemy 
came  within  one  hundred  ^-^ards  of  the  height  we  were  de- 
feuding,  ihcjight  became  general,  and  then  a  continued  roar 
of  cannon  and  small  arms  took  place,  which,  with  huzzaing, 
&c.,  must  have  given  a  pleasing  effect  to  the  twenty  thousand 
spectators  that  had  assembled  on  the  occasion.  At  thi?  mo- 
ment our  Truuipeter  was  heard  to  suuud  a  retreai,  and  itje 
first  line  of  Artillery,  acting  as  Infantry  and  Artillery,  headed 
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by  his  Grace  of  Richmond,  gave  way  ;  the  Duke  of  York 
then  pressed  hard  upon  the  second  line,  which  was  formed 
fifty  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  first,  find  the  retreat  was  sound- 
fd  for  them.  From  this  time  the  two  lines  were  formed  into 
one,  continuing  to  retrf'at  in  trocKi  order,  and  displavin©:  ffreat 
abihly  by  the  manoeuvres  and  annoyance  of  the  enemy  ;  but 
Hi  length  the  Duke  d:  York's  army  prf)ved  altogether  victori- 
ous, and  drove  Richinnnd  from  the  field.  I  might  now  tell 
yon  of  the  different  manceuvres  which  were  performed  bv 
the  Dukes  of  York  and  Richmond  during  the  day,  but  you 
have  been  so  long  out  of  practice  that  they  would  require  an 
explanation,  and  I  really  have  not  time.  When  the  action 
bad  closed,  we  were  introduced  to  the  Duke  of  York,  &;c. 
The  King  was  very  triendlv,  and  said  it  was  the  first  time 
the  Artillery  were  beat.  The  Duke  of  York  ijave  an  eletjant 
repns;  in.  the  field,  and  we  afterwards,  all  dined  with  his 
Grace  at  York  House.  By  way  of  being  civil  to  the  sol- 
diers, lit  ordt-red  thein  as  much  bread  and  cheese  as  they 
could  eat,  and  three  pints  of  porter  apiece.  The  business  ot 
the  day  cost  his  Grace  ;i   thousand  pounds. 

I  '  JAMES  DE  PEYSTEK.- 

To  Frederick  ue   Peyster,!   Esq. 
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PURFLEET,!  18th  Ap'l,  1793. 

I  intended,  tny  dear  Frederick,  to  have  answer'd  vour 
last  friendly  letter  in  a  way  suitable  to  my  regard  for  vou ; 
but  lately  I  have  been  so  hurried  from  one  situation  to  another 
as  to  make  it  next  to  impossible.  Give  my  duty  and  most 
affectionate  remembrance  to  our  best  of  Parents.?  Love  to 
the  Family,  and  tell  David  Clarksox  that  he  knows  .Mr. 
AxTELLJI  too  well  lo  suppose  his  not  hearing  from  me  has 
been  occasioned  by  nny thing  other  than  Axtell's  behavioi. 
Twice  I  cali'd  of  Axtell,  and  twice  he  deceived  me,  and 
this  day  I  shall  write  to  him  the  most  pressing  letter  in  Da- 
vid's interest,  and  urge  him  to  settle  the  business,  and  write 
to  America  that  he  has  done  so.  To-morrow^  forenoon  1 
have  the  honf)r  to  embark  tor  Holland,  with  a  large  train  of 
Artillery  to  besiege  Dunkirk.^     The  events  of  war  are  par- 

*Lientenant  of  the  Royal  Re<jriTiient   ot'  (British)  Artillery. 
tMy  L'randtather. 

till  Essex  couuty,  15  luiles  ea^i  of  Louilnn.  on  rhe  Tliai(ie<. 
«?jAMFr;  and  Sarah  (Readet  dk   PETr^TEt:. 

*■  (?!  His  LnvMt  iinolf.  thi-  late  Cliief  .lii-tir...  iim-K-r  tii.-  ('i-!>i,\!n  ' 
1[  He  was  killed  at  Meuin  a  month  afterwards,  to  a  <lav. 
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ticalarly  uncertain,  and  I  have  ihcrefore  postponed  my  mar- 
riage until  the  war  is  over.     God  bless  you,  and  pray  excuse 
this  scrawl,  wrote  in  the  greatest  haste. 

JAMES  DE  PEYSTER. 

Frederick  de  Peyster,  Esq.    To  bt>    left    at  Mr.   David 
Clarkson's,  Merchant,  New  York. 


91th  REGIMENT— TENTH  BRIGADE  OF  INFANTRY. 

Hcgimental   (Drticrs. 

CITY  AND  COUKTYOF  NEW  YORK.  VM.h  DECEMBER,  1812. 

THE  REGIMENT  is  ordered  to  parade,  for  inspection 
and  exercise,  on  THURSDAY,  the  2kh  day  of  December 
inst.  at  the  ARSENAL.  Commandants  of  Companies  will 
order  their  men  to  assemble  upon  their  Company  Parade 
Grounds  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon.  The  Adjutant  will 
form  the  line  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  precisely — after  which 
DO  Company  will  be  permitted  to  join  t!ie  Regiment.  Com- 
mandants of  Companies,  as  well  as  oti  t^r  Officers,  will  gov- 
ern themselves  according!}'.  Music  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Adjutant. 

The  Regiment  detached  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  several  of  the  Officers  of  this  Kegiment  were 
assigned,  having  been  disbanded,  those  Officers  will  again 
do  duty  in  the  97th  Regiment. 

The'Officers  of  the  Regiment  are  hereby  arranged  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

To  the  1st  )  '  .        . 

Company.  ) 

Capt.  RiKER,*  Lieut.  Livingston,  Ensign  De  PEYSTER.t 
2dCo.  Lt.  LuYSTER,  Pyke&Mitchell, 

3d  '♦  Capt.  OGDEX,tLieut.DYCKMAN,  Macomb. 

4th "  Andrews,        Clarke,  Underbill, 

5ih "  Hatfield,  Johnson  jc  >losson. 

6th "  Delafield,      Muzzy,  Cooper. 

7ih  •*  Reade,?  Lockwood,  Lefferts, 

8lh  "  Chatterton,  Campbell,  Aspinwall. 

They  will  do  duty  accordingly. 

♦Brother  of  the  well  known  Recorder,  Richard  Rikek. 

tMv  uncle,  James  F.  de  Peyster,  afterward^^  Otptain  of  Infantry, 
U.  S.  Army,  throughout  the  war  of  1812-5. 

IJames  de  Peyoter  Ogdex,  only  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  (JiiOKN  iuid  Mart 
Reade  de  Petster.     See  ,5t  ,  page  34,  supra. 

SRoeert  L.  Reade,  l&t  cousin  to  graudfatli.-:-  Fi:fi>k}:k-  jue  i'i:\>iEi<.  ;iiid 
brother  of  Mrs.  ^NiciioLAb  \V.\i.  5iuvv£.s.vnt  oflNewYork  cily,  and  of 
Mrs.  James  Hooker  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
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The  Commander-in-Chief  has  been  pleased  to  brevet  Doc- 
tor CASPAK  W.  EDDY  SuroeoM,  and  JOH\  S.  MITCH- 
ELL and  COLDEN  COOPER,  Esquires,  Ensigns  in  thi^ 
Regiment.      Thev  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  accordingly. 

The  Officers  oV  the  Regiment  will  present  their  accounts 
to  the  Adjutant  on  the  oOih  instant. 

The  Adjutant  will  report  to  the  Commandant  the  names  of 
Afficers  who  shall  no;.,  in  every  respect,  have  complied  with 
this  order. 

By  order  ^/CLARKSON  CROLIUS,  Maj.  Com. 

Henry  B.  Hagerman,  Adjutant  97 fh  Reg. 

1 0th  Brig.  Infantry. 


01 OJ  PC^DSOI^U,   rCamc   anb   iamilt)  (Driqin. 

(To  be  read  in  connection  with  Note  *,  De  Peyster,  Seal, 
Name,  and  Family  Origin,  pages  ]64-'5,  supra.) 

New  York,  July  5th,  '56. 
Dear  Sir  : 

According  to  your  wish,  f  have  endeavored  to  collect  in- 
formation concerning  the  name  De  Peyster  in  Europe, 
but  regret  to  say  that  I  have  not  been  so  successful  as  I  an- 
ticipnted  ;  and  whatever  I  atn  able  to  give  I  fear  will  be  to 
you  of    but  little    importance. 

The  name  of  de  Peyster  is  l)y  no  means  uncommon  in 
the  Belgian  provinces  of  Flanders  and  Antwerp^  and  is  also 
found  in  Holland,  in  the  provinces  of  Guelderland,  Utrecht, 
South  Holland,  and  Sorth  Brabant,  both  with  and  iviihout  title. 
In  1831,  H  paroii  de  Peyster,  a  native,  of  Belgium,  served 
in  the  army  of  the  Sfthrfhnids  as  Lientenavt-Colonfi  in  the  bth 
Regiment  of  Light  DragO'  n-,  from  which  Fiegiment  he  was 
detached  as  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  King  (William  I.)  What 
has  become  of  him  since,  I  am  unable  to  say  with  any  cer- 
tainly, though  it  is  my  opinion  that  he  was  pensioned  with 
the  rank  of  Colonel  at    the  end  of  this  war  with  Belgium. 

The  name  of  de  Peyster  must  have  been  form^'rly  writ- 
ten without  Y,  this  letter  being  evidently  oi' Fhmiah  intro- 
duction. The  n^imes  of  Pestre,  Pester,  and  Pesters, 
(an  abbreviation  of  Pester's  J^Ion,  PESTERSEN,or  Pesterse,) 
are  all  found  in  ^Holland  Pestre,  in  pronunciution  the 
same  as  Paistre,  may  also  be  found  written  Petre  and 
Paitre  in  any  country  where  French  is  the  vern::cu!ar,  the 
s  being  seldom  pronounced  before  t  in    old  French. 
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The  etymological  variation?  are  well  illustrated  by  th« 
more  familiar  worti  Maitre,  from  the  Latin  Magister  ;  in 
old  French  Maistkk — (L^:  name  of  Comte  J.  \I.  de  Maistrh 
is  familiar  to  all);  in  old  English  Mayster  ;  in  Flemish 
Meyster  ;  in  (Jerman  ^lEls:TKR  ;  in  Dutch  Meester  ;  in 
French  wc  have  t-ven  the  compound  vaguemestre.  Kty- 
molofjically,  the  word  Pevster.  Pestre,  Payster  or 
Paistre  is  further  connecieil  with  Pastre,  Patre  .ind 
Pasteur,*  in  France    and  Switztrlnnd. 

r.t  is  unnecessarv  to  observe  that  all  this  has  no  other  value 
than  that  of  an  etymologicul  cuiiosity,  it  i)eing  utterly  impos- 
sible to  establish  even  as  much  as  a  mere  collateral  parent- 
age, much  less  direct  descent,  without  well  authentieared 
records. 

I  sincerely  regret  that  1  have  not  been  able  to  give  you 
a  more  extensive  information — and  if  I  have  postponed  giv- 
ing you 'the  above,  it  has  been  in  the  hope  ot  being  more  suc- 
cessful. I  have  the  honi)r  to  be, 

VViih  great  respect, 

Your  ol)edient  servant, 
(Signed)  ROE  ME  R. 

J.  Watts  de   Peystek,  Esq. 

*Here  we  havf  in  Pasteti; — S!i*'phei'd.  ;u)  exphiuatioji  perlmp;*  <>f'  th6 
sheep  on  rhe  De  Peysteu  .-hield.  LMr<]>  <A'  a  wide  expanse  cf  grazing 
territory,  the  ancient  he-ad  <>{  the  thiuily  may  Lave  gloried  in  the  aaniber 
of  his*  flockft  and  the  quality  and  pn>di)ctiveue>s  of  llieir  tleece.  Ht;i  added 
to  his  arms  ;t  lasting:  tneraori.'d  of  *\'f  -oiirce  from  uhich  hii>  preate-^t  rev- 
enue was  derived.  Thi«.  however,  is  mere  h\-pothesis  :  alrhoQgh  tlie  motto 
DE  PA8C0 — "J  Feed''' — ^eeni^  strong'  (.•orrobnrative  eviflence.  The  aiitijen- 
ticity  of  this  motto  is  denied.  :ind  it  must  bi-  admitted  that  its*  iiafiquiry 
in  very  questionable. — J.  W.  de  P. 


DESCRIPTION  OF    A   JAUNT    IN   THE    STA'I'E  OF 
NEW  York,  accoiirpanied  with  a  May  of  the  Route.'* 

/  )n  Saturday,  August  •i9th,  1812,  FATHERt  and  Robert,  ac- 
companied by  Dr.  Hamersley  and  myself,  set  out  for  Nev-- 
bursch,  at  J-~  pa.'il  4  o'clock,  on  board  of  the  sloop  flmperor, 
Capt.  Griswold,  with  a  fair  wind.  Our  chief  passengers 
were  Mr.  A.  Clinton,  (a  classinaif  ot"  mine  in  College,) 
FoWler,  White,  Parish  and  '2  Lndi^-s.  The  wind  having 
left  us  a  tew  miles  above  T'ln-i/town,  we  did  not  arrive  at 
Neu-burgh  until  2  o'cloc:k  tli^'  next  day  Sunday).  We  put 
up  at  the  Newburgh  Cojfee  }Jousc,  kept  by  Mr.  Wtnfield.      It 

'•  M:il>  .•ippt^ar-  t"  havt'  bt-i-ii   I.--. 

|My  grandfatlier.  Frederic  i>e  Pevsteu.  Esq.     Page  34-'5,  supra. 
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was  our  rnteution  to  have  gone  to  church  to  hear  Dr.  Mason, 
but  he,  having  had  a  bleeding  at  his  nose,  was  unable  to 
preach.  Mrs.  Colden  being  in  town  with  her  carriage,  fa- 
ther determined  to  accompany  her  to  her  residence,  distance 
fj  miles  ;  RoBKKT  went  with  hi.i  .  In  the  morning  (Monday 
31st),  Dr.  H.  and  myself  proceeded  in  an  hired  carriage  to 
Montgomenj,  dist.  11  aiiles  ;  on  our  way,  we  stopped  at  Mr. 
CoLDEx's  for  father  and  R.  VVe  arrived  at  Montgomery 
about  11  o'clock,  where,  having  breakfasted  and  dined,  we 
proceeded  to  \lr.  Hotselandeu's,  in  a  wagon,  dist.  13 
miles  ;  his  house  is  situated  in  the  Swaivangunk  Mountains. 
VVe  found  him  very  ill.  We  slept  here,  and  next  morning 
proceeded  to  Mr.  Cudnev's,  dist.  4  miles,  where  we  break- 
fasted— after  which  Dr.  H.  and  R.  proceeded  to  look  at 
-some  of  his  lands,  whiU-  F.  [father]  and  myself  remained  at 
the  tavern.  They  did  not  return  home  until  evening.  7'he 
next,  morning  (Wednesday  2d),  we  proceeded  to  Monticello, 
disL  15  miles.  We  breakfasted  at  Mr.  Nev.'en's  tavern,  in 
Mamakadng  Hol/oiv.  We  dined  at  Mr.  Joxes'  in  MonticeUo. 
Judge  ;:^PEXCER  was  holding  Court  here.  A  new  court  house 
was  building  on  the  hill.  In  the  afternoon  we  proceeded  to 
Mr.  Royce's  tavern,  dist.  3i  miles  ;  we  slept  here,  and  next 
morning,  after  having  visited  Mr.  Fulton's,  where  we  dined 
and  tasted  for  the  first  time  since  our  departure  maple  sugar, 
we  proceeded  to  Mr.  Brown's  tavern,  dist.  8  miles ;  we 
here  found  Mr.  Griswold,  from  Sew  York,  an  old  school 
l^eWow  oUhe  Doctor's.  The  next  morning,  after  breakfast, 
we  proceeded  to  Mr.  Herd's — F.  [father]  and  Dr.  on  hoise- 
back,  R.  and  n^yself  on  foot.  This  was  the  most  unpleasant 
part  of  our  jaunt,  as  we  walked  at  least  12  miles  through 
the  rain.  xMr.  Herd  is  a  tenant  of  Aunt  De  Peyster.  The 
farm  is  handsomer  ihnn  any  1  have  seen.  He  has  a  maple 
orchard,  which  produces  '  annually  5l»0  weight  of  sugar. 
There  is  also  a  remarkable  curiosity,  which  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  in  silei^ce,  which  is  a  rock  40  feet  long,  8  feet 
high  and  18  feet  in  breadth,  out  of  which,  by  some  wonder- 
ful phenomenon  in  nature,  a  large  and  entire  piece  of  rocA:, 
18  feet  long,  8  feet  high,  and  8  feet  broad,  has  fallen  out, 
and  lies  atthe  dist.  of  1-5  feet  from  its  former  situation  ;  the 
cavity  which  it  has  made  is  exactly  of  the  same  shape — and 
in  this  cave  Mr.  Herd  and  his  family  lived  5  months.  Af- 
ter having  dined,  we  returned  to  Mr.  Brown's  ;  we  slept 
here,  and  on  account  of  the  rain  we  were  prevented  iVom 
proceeding  until  3  o'clock,  when  we  set  off  for  Cashecton, 
dist.  9  miles.  Whilf^  here,  we  staid  at  Mr.  Brown's  tavern, 
where  we  found  Mr.  Griswold.  The  nest  morning  Mr, 
Gkiswold,  father,   R.   and   myself  set  out  oq  horseback  to 
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look  at  lot  No.  58,  owned  by  AuntDE  Peyster  ;  we  crossed 
the  Delaware  [Ris-er]  3  times,  and  the  Colckune  once,  in  goint;, 
but  on  our   return   took  a  different   road.      We    returned  iri 
good  lime  for  dinner,  after  ridnng  16  miles.     In  the  afieruooti 
we  set  out  for  tl>e  Great  Bend  of  the  Sicsquehamiah,    disi.  47 
miles.      We  crossed   the  DeJawaie,  which   divides  New  York 
from  Pr.nnsijlvayiin,   and  got  as   far   as  Mr.  Thomas'  tavern, 
dist.  9  (niles,  that  evening.    The  next  morning  (Monda}^  7iii), 
we  proceeded   and  passed  Mt.  Pleasant,  dist.  12   m.iles,  and 
dined  at  Mr.    Lord's  tavern,    8  miles   farther  ;   after   which 
we  proceeded  to  Mr.  Kvky's  tavern,  dist.  7  miles,  where  we 
slept.     The  next  morning  we  arrived  at  the  Great  Bend,  dist. 
11  miles;  here  we  breakfasted.     After  breakfast  we  crossed 
the  Susquehannah,  and  proceeded   to  Chenango,  dist.  16  miles, 
a  small  village  on  Chenango  River.      After  having  dined,  we 
set  out  for  (9^yb?c?.     We   got   as  far  as  Mr.  Ketly's  ta\ern, 
dist.  9  miles,  where  we  slept.     The  next  morning  (Wednes- 
day 9th),   we  breakfasted  at  Greene  T.,  dist.    10  miles,    after 
which  we  proceeded   to  Oxford,  dist.    13  miles.     This    \own 
far  surpassed    my   expectation  ;    it   is    divided    by  Chenango 
River,  and  is  very  pleasantly  situated.     After  having  remain- 
ed here  about  an  hour,  we  proceeded  to  Norwich,  dist.  8  miles. 
The  drafted  ndluia  were  meeting  here,   in   order   to  march 
to  Niagara.     This  village  [iVorwich]  is  divid«^d   by  the  turn- 
pike.     There  is  also  a  handsome  Court  House  here.     After 
having  dined,    we    proceeded   to   Sherburne,*-  d'xsl.    11    miles. 
We  put  >ip  ai  Mr.  Guthrie's.     This  town   is  entirely  inter- 
sected with  turnpikes.     The  next    morning    we  proceeded  to 
Coopcrsfown.      We  breakfasted  ai    Mr.  De  Forest's,  dist.  9 
miles.      We  passed  through    Burlington,   dist.  12    miles,  and 
arrived  at  Coojvrs  T.,  dist.  10  miles,  about  1-2  past  5o'clock. 
We  put  up  at  Mr,  Griffix's.     This  is,   in    my  opinion,  the 
largest  and  pleasantest  village  in  the  State  ;  it  is  situated  on 
L.(ake) Otsego,of  which  there  is  an  extensive  view.  The  dwell- 
ing house  of  the  late  Judge  CooPERt  is  the  handsomest  in  the 
village.     There  are  2  churches  and  1  court  house,  in  which 
Judge  Thomson  was  holding  his  court.     We   remained  here 
until  2  o'clock  the  next  day,  when  we  proceeded  to  Canajo- 
harie,  dist.  27  miles.      We%topped  at  Cherry  Valley,  dist.  14 
mil  es.     The  stage  here  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  Canajo- 


*In  this  county,  Chenant-'o,  iny  grandfather,  flon.  John  Watts,  owned 
extensive  tracts  of  land,  and  had,  about  \\  mile  north  of  Sherburne,  a 
cottage,  where  he  lived  while  on  a  summer  visit  to  his  western  (New 
York)  lands. 

t  Alcervvarus    liie    iesiiieu..e  ul    ttit?  great  Auiericau  novelist,  J.  Fex- 
-»iMOBK  Cooper.  ;    uj-.,',."siv:  v 
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harie,  dist.  13  miles.     We    put    up   at  Mr.  Rooke's.     This 
place  IS,  (I  believe,)    entirely  inhabited    by  Germans.     The 
next  morning,  after  breakfast,  we  passed  the  bridge  which  is 
built  over  the  Mohaick,  to  Palantlne,   where    we    waited  for 
the  stage  until  li  o'clock,  when  we   set  out   for  Schenectady, 
over  an  excellent  turnpike. '  On  our  way  thither  we  passed 
through  some  small  villages,  of  which  Amsterdam   is  the  lar- 
gest.    We  arrived  at  Schenectady   at  5  o'clock.      We  put  up 
at  Mr.  Powell's.     There  is  a  handsome,  and  to  all  appear- 
ance a  substantial,  bridge  over  the  Mohaxck.     The  next  day, 
bemg  Sunday,  we   went   to  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  we 
heard  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevens.     After  church    we    visited  the. 
College — which  was  shut  up,  there  being  a:vacation.     There 
are   not    many   handsome    houses   here.      We;    staid    here  2 
nights,  and  on  Monday,  the  14th,  proceeded    to  Albany,  dist. 
14  miles,  over   an  excellent  turnpike,  but  surrounded  with  a 
ba^rren  country.     We  put  up  at  Mr.  Louis's.     After  break- 
fast, having  fortunately   met   Mr.  Gilchrist,   I  visited  some 
of  the  public  buildings  ;   we   also  visited    the  Arsenal,  with 
which  I  was  much    pleased,  [ii]    being    well  supplied   with 
all  military  accoutrements.     In  the  afternoon,  R.*  and  myself 
went  over  to  Greenhush,  to  see  the  encampment  ;  fortunately 
for  us  they  were  all  out,  one  of  the  men  having  been  sentenced 
to  be  shot  this  day — but  after  a   great  deal  of  parade   he  re- 
ceived a  reprieve.     The  next  morning,  father   and  myself  vis- 
ited the  Museum,  with   which  we  were   much    pleased.     Iq 
the   afternoon,   all  of  us    visited  Mr.  Kane's  place,  which  is 
just  without  the  town.      We   were   all  much  gratified    with 
this  place,  which  was  handsoa.ely    situated    and   pleasantly 
interspersed  with   walks.     Our   chief  object  in  making  this 
visit  was  to  see  a  White  Deer,  which  is  considered  as  a  very 
great  curiosity.  The  next   day  (Wednesday,    16ih),    we   set 
out  for  Nevj  York,  on  board  of  the  steamboat  Paragon,  Capi'n 
WiswALL — and,  after  a  very   pleasant  sail,   from  which  we 
derived  much    pleasure,  both  from    the  surrounding  scenery 
and  the  remarks  of  the  passengers,  we  landed  at  Bloomingdale 
about  4  o'clock  the  next  day,  where  we  had  the  happiness  to 
find  the  family  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

JAMES  F.  DE  PEYSTER.t 


*Mj   uncle — the  writer's    brother — Robert    Gilbert   Liyisgston   de 
Petbter. 

f  My  uncle — (mv  father's  eldest  brother). 
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,  ERRATA  AND  OMISSIONS. 
Page  ]49  to  Page  189. 

Page  156.  Note  ♦.  For  a  long  time  I  supposed  that  the 
Governor  alluded  to  in  this  and  several  of  the  other  letters, 
was  Governor  Lovelace,  afterwards  that  it  was  de  Heer  van 
DiEMENdSee  Notet,  Page  159),  Governor  of  the  Dutch  East 
Indies,  but  now  I  am  more  in  doubt  than  ever,  and  await 
further  intelligence  from  Holland,  whither  the  Dutch  Minister 
tothe  U.  .S^j^c5,  HisExclly.H.C.  DEBois,by  letter,dated/FaM- 
ington,  12th  June,  wrote  me  that  he  had  applied  for  the  in- 
formation I  desired. 

According  to  the  courteous  communication  from  the  Comul- 
GenH  of  the  Netherlands,  it  would  appear  that  "ANTONIE  van 
DiEMEX  was  Governor- General  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  from 
the  year  1636  (January)  to  1646,  when  he  died  in  April, 
at  Batavia.,  a  few  days  previous  to  the  arrival  of  his  permis- 
sion to  return  home.  This  ANTONIE  v^an  Diemen  was 
the  Governor  by  whose  order  Abel  Tasman  made  his  cel- 
ebrated voyage  tor  the  discovery  of  unknown  lands,  in 
1642.  The  Hugo  Christian  van  Diemen  is  very  proba- 
bly a  descendant  or  relation  of  the  above  mentioned  AN- 
TONIE, but  I  do  not  know  of  any  other:.  Governor- General 
of  that  name." 

Page  165.  Note.  Instead  of  the  first  six  (6)  lines,  read 
as  follows  :  "18J7or  the  begitming  of  1818,  Mr.  Martin — 
brother  of  Edward  Ma uTiN,  Esq.,  Lawyer,  belonging  to  a 
good  family  in  England,  atterwards  a  resident  in  New  York, 
[who  married  Margaret,  eldest  daughter  oi' Colonel  Thomas 
James — Lieutenant- Colonel  of  the  Royal  i>egiment  of  (British) 
Artillery — and  Author  of  the  '■'■History  of  the  Herculean  Straits'^ 
— and  Margaret,  {See  tl,  Page  29,  supra,)  eldest  daughter 
of  the  writer's  (J.  VV.  de  P.'s)  great-grandfather,  James  dk 
Peyster,  Esq. — who  died  about  the  year  1828,  in  the  city 
of  New  York,']  and  was  tather-in-law  of  Peter  Stuyve- 
saxt,  of  New  York — who  held  a  situation  in  the  Herald's 
Office,  in  London,  and  who  died  King  at  Arms,  with  whom 
he  (A.  S.  de  p.)  was  intimate,  in-("forraed"  on  13ih,  next 
line). 

Page  165,  12th  line.  After  "villages,"  insert  "  taken 
as  well  as  the  Arms  from  the  book  in   the  (Herald's)  Office. 

Page  165,  18th  line.  For  '' Wecheerlzandt,''  read  ''Wechel- 
erzande.''^ 

Page  168,  Text,  7th  line  from  bottom.  For  "all,"  read 
"also." 

Page  176,  Text,  1st  line.     For  "see"  read  "learn." 

Page  178.  Text,  2d  line  from  buitom,  before  Cazle  insert 
Mans  Chs 
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James  de  Peyster,  Esq. 

[To  be  read  in  c&nneetion  with  Biographical  Notice  of  the  same  Gentle 
man,  pp.  29  and  106-7 — supra.} 

The  following  notice  of  James  de  Peyster,  Esq.^  my 
greatgrandfather,  is  so  highly  creditable  to  him  and  inter- 
esting to  his  descendants,  that  I  take  pleasure  in  preserving 
it.  It  is  an  extract  from  pages  14i-'2  and  '3,  the  concluding 
ones,  of  quite  a  scarce  book,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  my 
father  through  the  politeness  of  Mr.  McMullen,  Librarian  of 
the  New  York  Society  Library.  Its  title  is,  "The  Surprising 
yet  Real  and  True  Voyage  and  Adventures  of  Monsieur 
Pierre  Viaud,  a  French  Sea  Captain,  Philadelphia  ;  printed 
by  Robert  Bell,  in  Third-street,  MDCCLXXIV." 
r 

PKEFACE  BY  MES.  GRIFFITH. 

The  work  here  offered  to  the  public  is  certainly  the  most  iueredible 
story  that  ever  was  authenticated;  and  yet,  that  the  facts  are  undoubtedly 
true,  every  intelligent  reader  muat  be  sutiiciently  assured,  on  the  perusal 
of  the  whole ;  tor,  independent  of  the  opinion  which  one  must  be  led  to 
conceive  of  the  writer's  veracity,  from  the  ingenuousness  of  his  style, 
there  are- concurrent  and  corroborating  circumstances  enough,  which  the 
author  had  no  manner  of  power  over,  to  evince  the  truth  of  his  narrative. 

No  book  can  be  worth  reading  that  does  not  afford  some  subject  matter 
for  reflection ;  and^  I  think,  I  mcnj  ventiiTe  to  say,  that  the  following 
pages  must  necessarily  i7iS2)ire  the  most  timid  and  desponding  mind  with 
a  thorough  reliance  upon  Providence,  from  the  almost  visible  interposition 
of  its  Divine  care  in  the  preservation  of  these  three  persons'  lives ; 
while  their  amazing  deliverance  amounts  almost  to  a  proof  that  patience, 
resolution  and  perseverance  are  a  match  for  difficulty  and  danger,  and  are 
sometimes  able  to  combat  death  ftself.  The  original  of  this  work  ran 
through  several  editions  in  France,  where  it  was  universally  received, 
not  as  a  romance,  but  as  a  series  of  surprising,  interesting  and  extraordin- 
ary facts,  and  was  bought  up  witli  so  much  avidity  that  the  gentleman 
who  was  so  obliging  as  to  lend  the  book  to  me  could  not  procure  another 
foj  himself. 

There  appear  to  be  some  mistakes  in  the  original,  with  regard  to  the 
rank  or  station  of  Monsieur  Viacd.  He  speaks  of  himself  as"^  setting  out 
a  fir»t  raate  only.  He  is  styled,  in  the  certificate,  a  jSta  Captain,  and  also 
an  Officer  in  the  Blues  ;  and,  in  the  Editor's)  Preface,  he  i.s  said  to  have 
been  acknowledged  or  enrolled  as  a  tiea  Captain,  by  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty, at  Marennes,*  in  France. 

Now,  how  this  same  Captain  could  belong  both  to  the  sea  and  land 
service,  or  be  an  officer  in  the  navy  and  a  mate  of  a  trading  vessel,  at  the 
same  time,  I  leave  to  those  who  are  versed  in  the  French  Military  Marine 

*  A  seaport  on  the  Atlantic,  24  miles  eonth  of  La  Rochelle,  near  tho 
laoutli  ci  tiitf  c^-Ai^,"^\J^ ,  W.  du  v.)  ij 
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to  reconcile  ;  *  and,  as  to  Monsieur  Viaud's  own  expression,  where  he 
calls  .hinaself  Capitaine  en  Seronde,  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  frans 
late  into  First  Mate,  perhaps  it  may  siij:nity  a  superior  rank  in  the  French 
naey,  though  we  have  no  such  <!istinciion  in  ours.  But  this  being  a  nnt 
ter  relative  merely  to  Monsieur  Viaud  himselt;  and  having  nothing  to  d., 
with  the  circumstances  of  his  story,  is  of  no  manner  of  consequence  whether 
it  be  cleared  np  or  not. 

I  have  used  the  same  freedor;i  with  this  work  as  with  my  former  trans- 
lations, of  throwing  in  a  few  retiections  wliich  naturally  occurred  in  some 
passages  of  the  narrative.  This  serves  to  relieve  the  dullness  of  the  task 
—but  at  the  same  time  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  as  close  to  the  siniplicitv 
and  frankness  of  the  author's  style  as  the  difference  of  the  lanffuao'es  would 
permit.  &     o 

If  the  recital  of  Monsieur  Viaud's  adventures  meets  with  as    favorable 
a  reception  in  this  country  as  he  did  himself  from  our  countrymen  in  tne 
New  ^orld,  it  will  afford  me  the  highest  pleasure  to  have  introduced  him 
m  an  English  dress  to  the  public,  to  Avhom  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
A  much  obliged  and  most  obedient  servant, 

The  Translator. 

Monsieur  Viaud  sailed  from  the  port  of  St.  Louis,  on  the 
southern  coast  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo  or  Hayti,  on  the 
2d  of  January,  1766.  After  a  series  of  misfortunes  he  was 
finally  shipwrecked  on  an  island  near  the  shore  of  the  Gulf 
of  Mej:ico.  Having  reached  the  mainland,  and  undergone 
the  most  horrible  sufferings,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was 
compelled  to  kill  his  slave  and  subsist  on  human  flesh  to  pre- 
serve his  own  life  as  well  as  that  of  his  companion,  a  lady, 

*  Nothing  wa^  more  common,  in  former  times,  than   for  an  officer  to 
belong  to  both  the  land  and  sea  services  :  and   some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished Admirals  in  the  English  andErench  navies    belonged  to  and  had 
already  distinguished  themselves  in  the  army  before  thev  were  transferred 
to  the  navy  to   gather  fresh  laurels  on  the    most   opposite  element.     A 
person  unacquainted  with  the  definitions  of  the  technical  words  designa- 
ting French  and  English  navai  rank.  mip;ht   easily  make   a  mistake  with 
regard    to   the  meaning  oi  ''Capitaine  <en  Seconde,''  which    in   the   navy 
signifies_  literally  -'Second  Captain,"'  equivalent    to   our  First  Lieutenant 
of  a  Ship  of  War.     In  the  nomenclature  of  the  commercial  marine  we  are 
forced  to   translate    it  ''Fir^t  Mate,'"  although  the  American  understand- 
ing of  the  duties,  «ic.,  of  a  First  Mate,  would  not  lead  us  to  assign  a  suffi- 
cient inaportance  to  the  officer  who  occupies    an    analogous  position   on 
board  of  a  French  ship.     There  is  a  much  greater  distance  preserved  on 
Ijoard  of  a  French  ship  between  the  mates  and  the'' Capitaine  en  Secwide" 
than  there  is  between  that  officer  and  the  Captain  himself.     At   least  my 
experience  of  passages  on  board  of  French  vessels  leads  me  to  think  so. 
Even  if  Monsieur  ViAro  was  only   an  officer  of  the  French   commercial 
marine,  he  occupied  a  much  higher  relative  position  than  an  individual  of 
similar  pursuits  would  have  done  with  us,  since  French  mariners  of  every 
rank  are  registered  and  liable  to  naval  duties  in  case  their  services  are  re- 
quired.    Neither  was  the  fact  of  his  being  engaged  in  commerce  any  rea- 
son for  assuming  that  he  did  not  belong  to  the  navy,   since  naval  officers 
were  and  often  are  permitted,  for  the  time  being,  to  assume  the  command 
of  merchant  vessels  to  promote  their  own  interests  and  mature  their  nau- 
tical ezperience,  as  was  the  case  with  several  of  our   most  distimrnisbed 
Commanders  prior  to  the  kist  war  with  Great  13ritain.-— (J.  W.  v*  i'-J 
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he  was  accidentally  lescued  by  Fnsign  Wright,  sent  out  in 
search  of  shipwrecked  mariners  by  Lieutenant  Swelten- 
HAM,  R.  A.,  Commandant  otTort  St.  Marks,  on  the  St.  Marks 
river,  near  the  shore  o(  Apj^alachec  Bay,  Florida.  The  latter 
officer  furnished  Monsieur  Viaud  with  a  certificate  setting 
forth  the  facts  of  his  unhappy  case,  12th  May,  1766,  and  also 
afforded  him  means  of  transport  to  St.  Augustine^  where  he 
experienced  the  uunost  kindness  from  Mr.  GRA^^T,  Governor 
of  the  Garrison,*  who  in  turn  enabled  him,  on  the  21st  July, 
to  proceed  thence  to  New  York. 

Having  thus  succinctly  introduced  Monsieur  Viaud, 
brought  him  from  St.  Louis,  Hayti,  to  St.  Aiigitstine,  Florida, 
and  seen  him  on  board  ship  bound  to  Neiv  York,  we  allow 
hin)  to  conclude  his  narrative  in  his  own  words: 

"After  fourteen  days' sail,  with  a  Captain  the  very  reverse 
of  the  former,"  [with  whom  Mons.  Viaud  made  the  passage 
to  St.  Augustide,'\  "and  who,  from  the  apparent  goodness  of 
his  own  nature,  would  have  treated  me  as  kindly  as  he  did, 
th'  Mig^  \  had  not  been  recommended  to  him  by  the  Governor, 
I  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  3d  of  August. 

I  made  myself  known  to  some  French  people  settled  in 
that  city,  and  who,  touched  with  my  misfortunes,  tendered 
me  every  kind  of  assistance  in  their  power.  They  introdu- 
ced me  to  Monsieur  DE  PEYSTER,"  [JAMES,  my  great 
grandfather — J.  W.  de  P.,]  "one  of  the  richest  merchants  in 
the  place,  who  generously  offered  to  give  me  employment  in 
my  profession.  , 

"But,  upon  hearing  all  the  particulars  of  my  story,  'It 
would  not  be  prudent  in  you,  (said  he,)  to  think  of  entering 
upon  an  occupation  so  fatiguing  and  hazardous  as  yours,  for 
some  time  yet  :  long  quiet  and  repose  must  be  necessary  to 
your'  health,  after  the  labors  and  disasters  you  have  so  lately 
undergone  ;  and,  in  order  to  give  this  nursing  its  full  effect,  it 
will  be  necessary,  besides  the  help  of  medicine,  to  relieve 
your  mind  from  all  uneasiness  both  with  regard  to  the  present 
and  rlie  future.  This  charge  I  should  take  upon  me :  from 
this  moment  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as  my  guest,  where 
you  are  extremely  welcome  to  both  bed  and  board.  When  I 
fin<J  you  are  sufficiently  recovered  to  engage  in  your  occupa- 
tion again,  I  shall  not  oppose  it,  but  help  you  forward  my- 
self, by  supplying  you  with  commissions  for  my  correspond- 

*As  the  presence  of  British  oiBcers  ia  command  of  posts  in  Florida 
may  appear  unaccountable  to  many  readers,  it  ^eems  best  to  state  that 
^(tm  ce-lc'l  that  poiiin.-^ula  to  Groa't  Britain  in  1763,  but  reconquered  it 
in  1781;  thus,  at  the  date  of  Monsieur  Viatid's  shipwreck,  the  En  dish 
ATere  in  complete  pus.-^essioQ.  J.  W.  deP. 
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ents  in  Europe.  This  business,  I  hope,  is  settled  now,  to 
your  satisfaction,'  he  said,  taking  me  by  the  hand,  and  wi'th- 
out  waiting  for  an  answer,  called  his  servants  before  me,  and 
gave  them  all  necessary  directions  for  my  reception  and  ac- 
commodation. 

*'I  shall  not  attempt  to  describe,  because  I  have  not  a 
power  of  speech  equal  to  the  task,  the  strong  sentiments  of 
gratitude  with  which  such  uncommon  kindness  and  humanity 
afiected  me.  From  the  moment  I  was  redeemed  from  the 
horrid  desert,  when  I  was  within  a  few  minutes  of  my  disso- ' 
lution,  I  met  with  none,  excepting  one,  but  persons  of  liberal 
minds,  humane  hearts,  and  generous  souls.  Does  the  world 
abound  with  such  .?  I  reflect  on  my  misfortunes,  now  as 
•  blessings,  since  they  have  been  the  means  of  purchasincr  me 
the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of  so  many  excellent  per- 
'sons. 

"While  I  passed  ray  days  in  perfect  comfort  and  tranquil- 
ity, under  the  roof  of  the  hospitable  Monsieur  De  Peyster,  1 
wrote  to  my  family  to  acquaint  them  with  my  survival,  after 
the  variety  of  incredible  difficulties  and  miseries  T  had  sus- 
tained, during  the  space  of  eighty-one  days  >  it  was  this  letter 
that  you  had  seeri,  and  which,  being  only  a  summary  account 
of  my  misfortune's,  did  not  sufficiently  safisfy  your  friendly 
and  anxious  curiosity  about  me.  I  sent  my  letters  by  a  ves- 
sel that  was  going  to  London,  from  whence  they  might  be  put 
into  the  post^  office  for  France  ;  but,  not  knowing  how  long  I 
should  remain  there,  I  desired  no  answers  till  I  could  ascer- 
tain my  future  destination  and  be  sure  of  my  address.  More- 
over, Monsieur  De  Peyster  kept  me  with  him  till  the  Feb- 
ruary following,  and  then  gave  me  charge  of  a  carcro  tor 
Nantes.  I  took  leave  of  him  on  the  6th  of  that  month,  and 
ariived  safely  at  port  here  on  the  27th.  My  commission 
was  addressed  to  Monsieur  Walch,  whom  I  found  as  sen- 
sible to  the  impressions  of  my  sufferings  as  his  correspondent 
had  been." 

r 

DOCUMENT'S    AND     GENEALOGICAL    REFER- 
ENCES found  among   the   FAMILY  FAPERS,    by 

ixtitxxi  \m  Pe|35ter,  (Esq.  (2b.)    *  . 

1.  List  of  Letters,  and  short  Summary  of  their  Contents, 

WITH    AN    ANNEXED    MeM0RANDC3I,*    1059    TO    1730. 

These  Letters  are  published  at  Pages  149alSl,  (supra,)  and  it  is 

*MKM:oRANDTrM:. — To  write  to  Mr.  Daniel  Crommeline,  of  Amsterdam, 

that  Mr.  Levcxs  CLAi'jCiON  and  bis  ^ister  Ann  both  kin.w  the   family  ot 
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scarc^y  necessary  here  to  recapitulate  theif  contents.  (This  List, 
6ic.,  will  appear  in  its  appropriate  place,  should  a  revised  edition  of 
this  work  be  printed  for  tiie  use  of  the  De    Peyster    Family.) 

2.  Articles  of  Surrender,  August  2d,  O.  St.,   1664. 

This  very  old  document — although  only  a  copv — was  evidently 
written  at  the  lime  of  the  transaction  lo  which  it  relates.  The  hand- 
writing, paper,  spelling, — in  fact,  every  thmg  about  it, — bears  in- 
disputable testimony  to  its  age  and  authenticity.  It  has  been  pub-, 
lished  so  oftt:n,  huwever,  that  its  insertion  here  is  unnecessary,  and 
its  only  value  is  in  its  age  and  possession.  (See  Smith's  History 
OF  New  York,  pages  44a48,  Albany  Edition,  1814.) 

3.  Births  of  Graxdfather  DE  PEYSTEti'S  Children, 
1684—1709. 

This  is  a  more  detailed  account  of  what  has  already  appeared  at 
pages  23'  and  26.  It  is  important,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  justify  a 
complete  recapitulation  of  matter  already  printed.  In  a  revised 
edition,  every  additional  ffict   will  be  included. 

4.N  Last  Will  of  CORNELIA  DE  PEYSTER,  (Wife  of 
JOHANNES  (1st).  (See  Pages  21,  supra,  and  195,--'6--'7,  in- 
fra.)    '2.jd  April,  1692. 

5.  Letter  of  Introduction,  written  in  Dutch  (Holland- 
isH),  BY  A.  DE  PEYSTER  (1st),  for  JAN  SPRATT,  and 
addressed  to  the  Friends  in  Holland.  (See  Page  197, 
INFRA.)     May  13th,   1717. 

6.  .  ABRAHAM    (2d)  DE  PEYSTER'S   Commission  aS  Cap- 

TAIN    OF    THE   CaDET   CoRPS:      (SeE   PaGE   198,   INFRA.) 

July  8th,    1719. 

7.  Births  of  the  Childre?j  of  ABRAHAiVl  (2d)  DE  PEY- 
STER.    (In  English.)     1722—1737. 

The  same  remarks  which  refer  to  No.  3,  (supra,)  apply  to  this 
also. 

8  Births  of  the  Children  of  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER. 
[In  Dutch  (Hollandish).]  1722-1737. 

The  same  remarks  which  refer  to  Nos.  3  and  7,  (supra,)  apply 
lo  this  also. 

the  DE  PEYSTERS,  as  also  Christian  Bdrding  and  his  wife,  who  have 
lived  here  a  lew  years, ,  and  know  them.  Oatheiena  Bancker,  widow 
of  Petek  van  deu  Meulen,  has  known  .Johann  de  Peyster,  of  Rotter- 
daua,  and  her  uncle  .Joiiaxnes  de  Peyhter,  of  New  York,  who  was  in 
Amsterdam  in  17u7,  and  Iodized  ar  her  father's,  and  in  June  1707,  lodged 
at  JonAN  DE  Peystek's,    at  Rotterdam. 

All  inarriaiXL'-i  at  Amsterdant  are  entered  at  the  office,  at  theStadthouse 
of  Amsterdam.  Ahkaham  de  Pey^ter  is  married  at  Amsterdam  with 
Oathriita  de  Peyster,  the  5th  of  April,  1G84  ;  there  to  prove  the  mar- 
riage, Johannes  pk  Peyptet.,  married  at  Albany,  with  Ann  Bancker, 
the  10th  of  (.>rrober,  ItjbS,  and  have  wrote  u,r  a  ceriiticate. 
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9.  Inventory  (partial)  of  the  Estate  of  Colonel  ABR\. 
HAM  (1st)  DE  PEYSTER.  (See  Page  199,  infra. y 
May  21st,   1734. 

10.  AccooNT  OF  Sundry  Real  Estate  in  the  City  of  New- 
York,  BELONGING  TO  ABRAHAM  (1st)  DE  PEYSTER  (See 
Pages  200-'1-'2'-3-'4,  infra.)     November  I.jth,   1738. 

11.  Inscription  on  the  Bell  of  the  Dutch  Church  in  Nassat 
Street.     (See  Page     200,  ixfra.)     New  York. 

12.  A  Copy  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  between  the 
Trustees  of  BENJAM1x>I  HUME,  Esqr.,-  and  Hon.  William 
AXTELL.     August  ISth,    17.55. 

No  importance — not  published. 

13.  Letter  from  Hon.  ,VVM.  AXTELL,  (See  Pages  200 
infra,)  dated  Falmouth,    England.  8th   August,  1700. 

14.  Letter  from  Hon.  WILLLAM  AXTELL,  dated  Bath, 
England,  (See  Pages  207  and  208,  infka,)  the  13th  Sep- 
tember, 1760. 

15.  Letter  from  Hon.  WILLIAM  AXTELL,  dated  Paris, 
(See  Pages  208,  infra.)  the  1st    November,   1701. 

16.  Warrant  issued  to  the  Commissaries  of  the  Forces 
of  the  Colony,  for  the  Sum  of  £15,000,  to  be  paid  by 
ABRA1L\M  <2d)  DE  PKYSTER.  Esqr.,  Treasurer  of  the 
Colony  of  New  York.  (See  Pages  209  and  210,  infra.) 
7Tn   May,    1760. 

17.  Order  INSTITUTING  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER  [  (fo) 
Page  "28,  supra,]  as  Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New  York. 
(See  .Pages  216-'17,   infra.)     September    18th,   1767. 

18.  The  Last  Will  of  \BRAHAM  (2d)  DE  PEYSTER. 
Certified  Copy.  (See  Pages  212-'13-'14-'15,-'16,  infra.) 
3rd  July,   1767. 

19.  Co.MMissioN  of  JAMES  DE  PEYSTEii  [(4*)  Page  34, 
supra,]  as  First  Lieutenant  of  (the  Royal  British)  Artil- 
lery.    (See  Pages  218  and  219,  infra.)     28th  June,   17S6. 


Cornelia  (LubbertsO  De  Peyster. 

(f'Vife  of  J  oHANNBs  [1st  a.]  DE  Pbystek,  Page  21 ,  sdjjra.J 

Last  Will  and  Testament,   23d  April,    1692. 

In  the  Name  of  God,    Amen.  Know  all  men  by  these  pre- 
sents, Thai  on  ye  twenty-third  day  o^  Apriii,  in   ye  year  of 
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our  Lord  one  thousand  Six  hundred  and  ninety-two,  I  Cor- 
nelia DE  Peyster,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  considering 
mortality  of  all  men,  certainty  of  death,  and  ye  uncertain 
time  thereof,  have  made  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  well 
premeditated  and  out  a  free  mind,  revoking  and  annulling 
all  other  acts  of  last  Wills  made  by  me  before  ye  date  of 
this  present,  desiring  this  only  to  stand  in  full  power,  force 
and  virtue  in  law,  being  as  viz  : 


'to 


Imprimis  : — I  recommend  my  immortal  Soul,  when  de- 
parted out  ye  body,  in  ye  mercifull  hands  of  God  Almighty, 
and  my  corpse  to  a  decent  burial. 

Secondly  : — I  Confirm  ye  last  Will  and  Testament  made 
by  my  husband,  deceased,  Johannes  de  Peyster,  before 
ye  Notary,  Walwyn  van  dek  Veen,  dated  ye  8th  day  of 
August,  anno  1663. 

Thirdly  : — I  make  and  bequeath  to  my  Eldest  Sonn, 
Abraham  de  Peyster,  ye  sume  of  Tenn  pounds,  for  his 
privilege  of  first  borne,  to  be  delivered  to  him  before  any 
division  is  made  of  my  Estate. 

Fourthly  : — 1  make  unto  my  youngest  Sonn,  Cornelis  de 
Peyster,  in  case  I  come  to  die  before  he  is  married,  an  out- 
setting  equal  as  ye  other  have  had,  of  bed,  furniture  and 
househo!d  stuffs,  and  bybel. 

Fifthly  : — I  doe  make  all  my  children,  by  name  Abra- 
ham, Maria,  Isaac,  Johannes,  and  Cornelis  de  Peyster, 
my  only,  universall  and  equall  heirs  of  my  Estate,  which  I 
ahall  leave  by  decease  ;  reall  and  personally,  moveable  and 
immoveable,  actions  and  credits,  nothing  excepted,  to  be 
equally  inherited  and  divided  amongst  them  after  my  de- 
cease, without  any  distinction  of  Sonn  or  daughter,  or  pre- 
"rogative  of  one  above  other  ;  and  by  decease  of  any  of  them, 
their  Lawful  Issue,  by  representation. 

Sixthly  : — I  will  and  require,  in  case  any  of  my  children 
shall  pome  to  dye,  not  being  married,  or  dying  a  widower  or 
widow,  leaving  no  children,  then  ye  inheritance  of  their  share 
equally  devolve  to  ye  Survivant  Children,  or  their  Lawful 
Issue  by  representation. 

Scaventhly  : — I  doe  make  all  my  said  Children  Executors 
of  my  Estate,  to  act  and  performe  all  things  required,  ac- 
cording to  Law,  and  my  cosen  Peter  de  la  Noy  to  be 
their   assistant.  .  > 

The  premises  I  declare  to  be  my  last  will,  and  require  ye 
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Same  may  be  performed  in  all  points,  and  accepted  in  ye  law. 
In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  fixed 
my  seale  ye  year,  day  and  month  as  above  said. 

C!lornflia  k  Jpegstcr.* 
.   Sealed  and  delivered  in  ye  presence  of, 
P.  DLaNoy, 
Isaac  van  Vlecq,  . 

\_Illegiblc]  J  AC  OB  SEN, 

/WlLLEM    JaCOBSEN, 

A.  De  La  Noy. 


Col.  A.  D.  Peyster. 

(To  Friends  in  Holland.) 

Letter  of  Introduction  for  Jan  Spratt. 

(  Translated  from  the  Dutch.) 

New  York,  13th  May,  1717. 
Gentlemen  : 

This  will  be  presented  by  my  nephew,  Jan  Spratt,  the 
son  of  my  deceased  sister.  He  takes  his  journey  to  London, 
and  will  probably  also  proceed  on  and  visit  Holland.  Thus 
he  hopes  to  have  an  opportunity  of  going  thither  and  visit- 
ing you,  and  likewise  of  delivering  [to  the  family  in  the  old 
•  world]  the  general  greetings  from  our  family  [in  the  new 
world].  He  being  a  member  of  the  family,  has  hitherto, 
previous  to  this  date,  resided  with  me  ;  now  he  prosecutes 
his  own  affiiirs  [and  is]  in  business  [for  himself]. 

Hoping  that  he  may  find  you  all  in  good  health,  I  remain, 
Gentlemen  and  Friends, 

Your  servant  to  command, 
(Signed)  A.  D.  PEYSTER.     • 

Sir  and  Cousin,  Jo.  De  Peyster,  at  Rotterdam. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Referring  again  to   the    matter   herein 

above  written — that  Cousin  Spratt  will  go  and  visit  you 

I  hope  that  he  may  fmd  yourself,  your  wife,  and  children  in 
good  health,  as.  Heaven  be  praised,  ray  own  family  is. 
1  remain.  Sir  and  Cousin,  > 

Your    ready  servant,   (i.  e.   to  command) 
(Signed)  A.  DE  PEYSTER. 

(Direction)— i>e  Hcer,  Mynhetr  Wm.  Banker  &  Comp'y 
at  Amsterdam. 

Per  Cousin  Jo.  Spratt.        .  -■      ■\  * 

A  rery  dUtinct  bigmturs/ur  an  old  lady. 
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Hon.  Abraham  de  Peystex. 

Commission    as  Captain  of  the  Cadet  Corps. 

-  ■   •  -    -  -, 

New  Yorh  8th  July.  1719. 
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ROBERT  HUiXTElt,  ESQ.,  Captain  General  and  Gov- 
ernor in  Chief  of  the  Provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
and  Territories  thereon  depending,  in  America,  and  VicQ 
Admiral  of  the  same,  -ficc. 

To  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  Jun.,  ESQ.  ^"^ 

GREETING: 

REPOSING  Especial  trust  and  Confidence,  as  well  in  the 
Care,  Diligence  and  Circumspectionj  as  in  the  Loyalty, 
Courage  and  Readiness  of  you  to  do  his  Majesty  good  and 
faithful  Service, — Have  Nominated,  Constituted  "and  Ap- 
pointed, and  do,  by  V^irtue  of  the  power  and  authority  to  me 
given  by  his  Majesty  under  the  Great^Seal  of  Great  Britain, 
Hereby  Nominate,  Constitute*  and  Appoint  you,  the  said 
ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  to  be  Captain  of  that  Com- 
pany of  Cadets  whereof  Charles  Hunter,  Esq.,  was  late 
Captain.  You  are,  therefore,  to  take  the  said  Company  into 
your  Care  and  Charge,  as  Captain  thereof,  and  Duely  to  Ex- 
ercise both  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  of  that  Company  in 
Arms,  and,  a?  they  are  hereby  Commanded,  to  obey  you  as 
their  Captain,  so  are  you  likewise  to  observe  and  follow  such 
Orders  and  Directions  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  Re- 
ceive from  your  Superior  Officer  or  Officers,  according  to 
the  Rules  and  Discipline  ot  War.  In  pursuance  of  the  trust 
hereby  Reposed  in  you,  and  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your 
Commission. 

GIVEN  under  my  Hand  and  Seal,  at  Fort  George,  in  New 
York,  this  Eighth  Day  of  July,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  Reign 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  George,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the 
Faith.      Anno  Domini,  1719. 

,     RO  :    HUNTER. 

BY  HIS  EXCELLENCY'S   COMMAND, 
J.  BOBIN. 

For  JA.  ALEXANDER,  DEP'TY  SECY. 
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Colonel  de  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster. 

Extract  from  the  Inventory  of  the  Estate. 

New  YorJc,  21st  May,  1734:. 

An  Inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Colonel  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
deceased  ;  taken  by  the  Administrators  pursuant  to  the 
last  Will   and  Testament,  viz  :         '' 

(List  (partial?)  of  Silver.) 

7  Silver  Tankards,  to  197  3-4 ounces,  1,  F.  de  P. 

10  silver  Mugs  [and  Covers  (?)  ]     71  ounces,       2,  F.  de  P. 
7  silver  Porringers,  82  1-2  ounces. 

1  large  silver  Punch  Bowl    and  Spoon.  76  1-2  '*      F.  de  P. 
7  large  and  small  Salvers,  .    117  1-2  "  2,  F.  de  P. 
6  Candle  Sticks,  and  three  pair  of  snuf- 
fers and  snuffboxes,  137  1-4  "  4,  F.deP. 

2  silver  basins,  95  1-4  " 
2  Cordial  cups, and  one  ditto  with  cover,  90         " 

2  large  spyce  boxes,  74  1-2  " 

3  sugar  Castors,  37  1-2  " 
3  Pots  with  wooden  handles,viz :  Coffee, 

Thea  and  Milk,  69  1-2  " 

-3  Plates  and  one  Chafing  dish,  76  " 

•11  salt  Cellars  and  three  tumblers,  and 

6  small  salt  spoons,  52  "  2,  F.de  P. 

36  silver  forks,  35  do.  spoons,and2  large 

ladles,  196  1-2  ", 

■4  small  forks,  15  small  teaspoons,  a  small 

spoon  dish, and  one  wax  candle-stick,  30  " 

1403  3-4  ounces. 
One  silver-gilt  salver,  and  one  do.  cup,  55  " 

1458  3-4 
Taken  out  of  a  small  trunk,  viz  : — 
A  large  cordial  cup  ;  a  silver  salver  ;  a 
silver  plate  ;  a  plate  silver-guilded,  & 
a  large  silver  tankard  ;  a  silver  mug ; 
a  porringer  ;  a  salt  cellar  ;  a  pepper 
box  ;  a  ladle  ;  and  a  handle  of  a  la- 
dle, ,  ■   .460 


Ounces,         1618  3-4 


i 
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Aocount  and  Appraisement  of  Sundry  Houses  and 

Lots  of  Ground,  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Colonel  ABRA- 
HAM DE  PEYSTER,.late  of  this  City,  deceased  ;  taken 
by  order  and  request  of  Messrs.  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
Peter  de  Peyster,  Philip  Van  Cortlaxdt,  John 
Hamiltom,  and  Isaac  de  Peyster,  in  New  York,  the 
15lh  day  of  November,  1738: — 

1.  One  lott  and  house  fronting  Queen-street,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Mr.  Phil.  Van  Cortlandt,  in  front 
about  33  feet  broad,  in  rear  25  feet,  and  in  length  from 
Queen-street  to  Burnets-street,  about  200  feet,  the 
suna  of  Thirteen  hundred  Pounds — (Allowed  for  Leg- 
acy, P.  D'.  P.)  £1300 

2.  One  lott  with  a  stone  foundation,  in  the  front  in 
Queen-street  to  the  Eastward  of  the  house  of  Mr.  A. 
DE- Peyster,  in  front  about  27  and  rear  24  feet  broad, 
and  in  length  from  Queen-street  to  Burnet-street, 
about  200  feet,  the  sum  of  Four  hundred  and  Fifty 
Pounds— (Allowed  for  Legacy,  A.  D.'  P.)  450 

3.  -^  One  old  store  and  Coach  house,  on  the  west 
side  of  Kings-street,  about  30  foot  front  and  forty  in 
length,  the  sum  of  Ninety  Pounds — (Allowed  for  Leg- 
acy, P.  V.  C.)       .  90 

4.  Three  lotts  lyeing  and  being  on  the  East  side  of 
Maiden  Lane's  Slip,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Rebecca 
SiPKiNs,  John  Marschalk,  and  Mary  Strange,  in 
front  and  rear  about  58  1-2  foot  broad,  and  in  length 
about  ninety-two  feet,  each  lott  the  sum  of  Two  hun- 
dred and  Fifty  pounds — (Intailed  and  undivided.)  750 

5..  One  corner-house  and  lott,  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  James  Bussy  and  Noxon,  34  foot  broad  in 
front  afA  76  foot  long,ranging Fletcher-street,  the  sum 
of  Two  hundred  and  Eighty  pounds — (Allowed  for 
Legacy,  L  D'.  P.)  280 

6.  One  Water  lott  fronting  said  house,  running  200 
feet  in  the  East  River,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and 
Twenty  Pounds — (l-5th  part   of  this  lot,  Col.  de  P. 

gave  to  his  brother  Pierre.)  120 

7.  One  lott  lyeing  and  being  on  the  Esst  side  of 
Fletcher-street,  25  foot  broad  front  and  rear,  and  about 
72  foot  long,  the  sum  of  Sixty-five  Pounds — (Allowed 

for  Legacy,  LD'.  P.;  '  .65 
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8.  One  lott  and  three  houges,   next  to   the  wei»h-      ' 
house,  in  length  along  the  Street  sixty  foot,  and  about 
27  foot  Deep,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  Pounds— (Al- 
lowed for  Legacy,  I.  D'.  P.)         .  200 

9.  One  small  lott  near  the  white  Hall,  between 
house  of  Leisler  and  Richards,  16  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  about  26  1-2  foot  long,  the  sum  of  forty 
Pounds — (Allowed  for  Legacy,  J.  H.)  40 

10.  One  lott  and  house,  now  in  Possession  of  John 
Chambers  and  JohxV  Van  Duersex,  in  front  on  the 
Broadway  32  foot  and  in  rear  about  16  1-2  foot  broad, 
and  in  length  from  Broadway  to  New-street,  about  210 
foot,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  Twenty -five  pounds 
—(In  fee  J.  H.)  *^  j25 

11.  One  lott  and  Two  houses,  on  the  East  side  of 
Broadway,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Tryntje  Van 
{Saax  and  Edward  Ere  wen,  about  33  foot  broad  in 
the  Broadway  front,  and  about  32  foot  in  New-street, 
and  in  length  from  the  Broadway  to  New-streei,about 
208  ff;ot,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  and  Seventy-five 
pounds— (In  fee,  P.  V.  C.)  175 

12.'    One  house  and  lott  on  the  West  skle  of  iNew- 
street,  in  the  occupation  of  Alexander  Mecklevain, 
in  front  and  rear  25  foot  broad,  and  75  foot  long,  tbe^ 
sum  of  Sixty-five  pounds — (In  fee,  A.  P.)  65 

13.  One  lott  of  ground  on  the  East  side  of  Orange 
street,  bounded  north  by  land  of  Geesie  Van  Cleef, 
Containing  in  front  35  foot  and  in  rear  48  foot,  and  in 
length  SO  foot,  all  f  )utch  measure,  the  Sum  of  Forty 
Pounds— (In  fee,  P.  D.  P.)  40 

14.  One  lott  near  Stanton's  Brewhouse,  on  the 
North  side  of  fair-: street,  now  in    possession  of 

,  being  in  front  and  rear  25  foot  broad, 
and  in  length  113  foot,  the  sum  of  Thirty  Pounds— 
(In  fee,  P.  D.  P.)  /  3O 

15.  One  house  and  lott  of  Land  on  the  East  side 
of  Bowery  Lane,  as  the  same  is  now  in  possession 
and  occupation  of  Wm.  Sheckerly,  the  sum  of  Two 
hundred  Pounds— (In  fee,  A.  D.  P.)  200 
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The  following  Nine  lotts  are  According  to  a  draft  made 
and  signed  by  us,  being  that  piece  of -Ground  Commonly 
Called  and  Known  by  the  Name  of  Coll.  de  Peyster's 
Garden,  lyeing  on  the  North  side  of  Wall-street : 

16.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  1,  fronting  Wall-street, 
•  being  25   1-2  foot  broad  in  front    and  rear,  'and  about 

One  hundred  and  Sixteen  foot  in  length,  the  sum  of 
Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds — ^(Great  Gar- 
den allowed  for  Legacy.)  £235 

17.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  2,  Fronting  Wall-street, 
about  25  1-2  foot  broad  in  front  and  rear,  and  One 
hundred  foot  long,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and 
Twenty-five  Pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for  Lega- 
cy.) 225 

18.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  3,  fronting  Wall-street, 
about  25  1-2  foot  broad  in  front  and  rear,  and  100 
foot  long,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  Twenty-five 
Pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for  Legacy.)  225 

19.«  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  4,  fronting  Wall-street, 
about  ^5  1-2  foot  broad  in  front  and  rear,  and  100 
foot  long,  the  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  Twenty-five 
pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for  Legacy.)  225 

20.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  5,  fronting  Wall-street, 
about  25  1-2  foot  broad  in  front  and  rear,  and  100 
foot  long,  nhe  sum  of  Two  hundred  and  Thirty-five 
Pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for  Legacy.)  235 

21.  One  lot  of  Ground,  No.  6,  Fronting  King-street, 
broad  in  front  25  foot  two  inches,  in  rear  about  the 
same,  and  in  length  95  foot  and  a  half,  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  Forty-five  Pounds — (Great  Garden  al- 
lowed for  Legacy.)  145 

22.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  7,  Fronting  Kings- 
street,  in  front  and  rear  about  23  foot  2  Inches  broad, 
and  about  95  foot  10  inches  long,  the  sum  of  One  hun- 

I        dred  and  Forty-five  pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for 

Legacy.)  145 

23.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  8,  Fronting  Kings- 
street,  in  front  and  rear  about  25  foot  two  inches 
broad,   and  about  96  foot  2  Inches   long,    the  sum  of 

'  One  hundred  and  Forty-five  pounds — (G.  Garden  al- 
lowed for  Legacy.)  145 
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24.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  9,  Fronting  Kings- 
street,  in  front  and  rear  about  25  foot  2  inches  broad 
and  about  96  1-2  foot  long,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 

and  Fifty  pounds — (G.  Garden  allowed  for  legacy.)         150 

The  following  Eleven  lotis,  being  part  of  Lands  formerly 
belonging  to  Coll.  de  Peyster  and  Mr.  Bayard,  and  by 
them  divided,  and  lotts  drawn  according  to  a  draft,  said 
Lands  laying  and  being  at  and  near  the  City  Hall : 

25.  One  lott  of  Grounds,  No.  2,  on  the  West  side  of 
Smith-street,  fronting  said  street,  23  foot  8  Liches 
broad,  front  and  rear,  and  75  foot  long,  the  sum  of 
Eighty  Pounds — (Allowed  for  Legacy,  J.  H.)  80 

26.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  4,  on  the  North  side  of 
Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  74  foot  long,  the  sura  of  Ninety-five 
pounds — (Intailed,  undivided.)  95 

27.  One  lot  of  Ground,  No.  6,  on  the  North  side  of 
Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  aqd  122  foot  long,  the  sum  of  On,e  hundred 

and  thirty-five  pounds — (Intailed  and  undivided.)  135 

28.  One  lot  of  Ground,  No.  7,  on  the  North  side  of 
Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  122  foot  long,  the  sum  of  One  hundred 

and  thirty-five  pounds — (Intailed.)  ,  135 

29.  One  lot  of  Ground,  No.  10,  on  the  North  side 
of  Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad 
front  and  rear,  and  122  foot  long,  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  Thirty  pounds — (Intailed.).  ,  130 

30.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  11,  on  the  North  side 
of  Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad 
front  and  rear,  and  122  foot  long,  the  sum  of  One 
hundred  and  thirty  pounds — (Intailed.)  130 

31.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  14,  on  the  North 
side  of  Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad 
front  and  rear,  and  122  foot  long,  the  sura  of  One 
hundred  and  Twenty  pounds — (Intailed.)  120 

32.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  15,  on  the  North  side 
of  Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  75  foot  long,  the   sum  of  Sixty  pounds 

— (Verplank.)  CO 
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33.  One  lott  of  Ground,  No.  16,  on  the  East  side  of 
Kips-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  67  foot  long,  the  sura  of  Seventy  pounds 
— (Verplanck.)  ^  70 

34.  One  lot  of  Ground,  No.  20,  on  the  West  side  of 
Kings-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  71  foot  long,  the  sum  of  Seventy  pounds 

^       — (Intailed.)    .  '  .70 

35.  On?  lot  of  Ground,  No.  22,  on  the  North  side 
of  Wall-street,  fronting  said  street,  25  foot  broad  front 
and  rear,  and  74  foot  long,  the  sum  of  Seventy 
Pounds— (Intailed.)  .  .    .70 


£6755 


The  whole  amount  of  the  aforementioned  houses  and  Lots 
of  Ground,  we  Value  and  Appraise  to  Six  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Fifty-five  puunds. 

Appraised  by  us.        (Signed)         JOHN  ROOSEVELT, 
(Signed)         CHPJS:  BANCKER. 


Last  Will  and  Testament  of  Elizabeth 


Hamilton, 


(Nee   DE  PEYSTER),  Relict    of    Hon.  JOHN    HAMILTON, 
(jovernor  of  the   Provivce  of  New  Jersey. 

I,  ELIZABETH  HAMILTON,  Widow  of  the  Honourable  John 
Hamilton,  Esqr.,  Deceased,  being  in  Health,  and  of  Sound  mind 
and  Memory,  blessed  be  God,  but  Remembering  my  mortality,  Do 
make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  I  do  hereby  order  that  after 
my  Decease,  my  Debts  bein?  first  Paid,  my  Estate,  both  Real  and 
Personal,  be  divided  into  Seventh  Parts,  whereof  two  Sevenths  I  do 
hereby  give  and  devise  to  my  Brother  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER, 
his  heirs  tnd  Assigns  ;  two  other  Seventh  parts  to  my  Brother 
PIERRE  DE  PEYSTER.  his  heirs  and  Assigns  ;  two  other  Sev- 
enth parts  to  my  Sister  ANN  DE  PEYSTER,  her  heirs  and  As- 
signs ;  and  the  Remaining  Seventh  part  to  ray  Nephew  PIERRE 
CORTLANDT,  his  heirs  and  Assigns. 

And  of  this  my  last  Will.  I  make  my  said  Brothers  ABRAHAM 
and  PIERRE  DE  PEYSTER,  and  my  said  Sister  ANN,  Execu- 
tors and  Executrix,  with  power  to  them,  And  any  two  of  them,  to 
Sell  and  Convey  in  fee  Simple,  any  part  or  all. of  my  Real  Estate, 
and  to  account  for  the  Proceeds  thereof.  According  to  my  Will 
Above. 
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Id  Witness  wherpof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mv  ht.zd  and  Seal,  this 
third  day  of  December,    1750.         ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published  and  Declared  to  be  '-i^  last  Will  and 
Testament  of  ye  Testator,  in  the  Presence  of  us  '^'-^  Witnesses. 

Signed    thereto  in    her  Presence. 

JA.  alexa:«'der, 

ABM.  COOL- 
CORNELIU?  WYNKOOP. 

Whereas  I,  the  within  ELIZABETH  HAMILTON,  do  Recol 
ect  that  it  is  possible  Some  of  my  Estate  is  Entc.'  ^i,  And  if  so,  it's 
my  Intent  that  the  Entailed  part  nf  my  Estate  sha  .  be  Valued  as  if 
it  were  fee  Simple  and  go  in  part  of  my  Brother  -£:RAHAM's  two 
Sevenths,  within  Devised  to  him,  and  what  that  Yi  lation  falls  short 
of  tW(T'Sevenths  of  the  Valuation  of  my  whole  5,r.ite,  is  only  in- 
tended to  be  Devised  to  my  Brother  ABRAKA '•!,  to  whom  mv 
Entailed  Estate  will  Descend  ;  and  because  it  rr.v  be  an  Expense 
to  Dock  the  Entail,  I  hereby  Devise  to  my  Br::,  -r  ABRAHAM 
Eighty  Pounds  over  his  two  Sevenths,  to  Defray  '  -'.  Expense.  If  I 
do  not  Dock  the  Entail  in  my  Life,  but  If  the  Ei:ail  Estate  be  of 
more  Value  than  the  Said  two  Sevenths  and  the  siii  Eighty  Pounds, 
then  I  Devise  to  my  Bro^.her  ABP»,AFlAiM  the  wh:'^  of  the  Entailed 
Lands,  and  no  more.  I  Empower  the  M-ijor  Par;  :f  my  Executors 
to  Chuse  Some  Person  or  Persons  to  Make  the  Valuations  Afore- 
said,  on  Oath,  in  case  they  Can't  all  Agree  on  a  Person  or  Persons 
for  thatPurpose,  I  Devise  to  my  Sister  ANN  my  si'.rer  Tea  Kettle,* 
Chaffing  Dish  and  two  .^ilvej  Cannisters.f  to  my  Brother  PIERRE, 
two  Silver  Candlesticks  am;  Snuilers,:}:  with  myGr-andfather's  Name 
on  them,  and  my  Gold  Watch.  I  give  my  Gold  Cup  to  my  Brother 
ABRAHAM.  These  things  I  mean  not  within  the  Estate  to  be 
divided. 

In  Witness  whereof  to  this  Codicil  to  my  will,  Executed  at  the 
same  time  with  it,  this  third  Duv  of  December.  I  have  s^t  my  hand 
and  Seal.  '     ELIZABETH  HAMILTON. 

Signed,  Sealed,  Published  and  Declared  to  be  a  Codicil  to  the 
Last  Will  and  Testament  of  ye  Testator,  in  the  presence  of  us  Wit- 
nesses, signing  thereto  in  her  Presence. 

JA.    ALEXANDER, 
ABM.    COOL, 
CORNEL'S  WYNKOOP. 

N.  B.     Departed  this  life  the >-  February,  1765. 

Inscription  in  Low  Dutch  on  the  Bell  in  the  Belfry 
of    the    Middle     Dutch    Church,    Nassau-Street, 

New  Yori^ — copied    verbatim,   literatim  et  punctuatim.  ^c, 
March  15M,  1825. 

(On  the  upper  part   is  inscribed  in  full   letters,) 
Me  feceruxt  De  Grave    et    N.  Muller,  Amsterdam, 

ANNO    1731. 

•f:j:  All  these  articles  came  out  from  Holland  withJOHANNEs 
[1st],  to  whom  they   belo.iged. 
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4  (Immediately  below,) 

^bral)am   Oe    Pcnstfr  (Ocbdrm   im  B  iJtilu,   1G57. 
(i^estorren    ticn  8  ^ittiust,  1728. 

(Thai  underneath,) 
JLcgaat  oon  bcr  Neber  Dnntclje  Hcrk  U  Niento  ^ork  t)an  CTdII. 

-The  English  of  which  inscription  is  as  follows  : 

Made  by  De  Grave  and  N.  Muller,  at  Amsterdam,   in  the 

year  1731. 
Bequeathed  to  the  Low  Dutch  Church  in  New  York,  by  Col. 
Abraham  De  Peyster,  born  8th  July,  1657,  died   the  8th 
August,   1828.    .  ,\ 

Dear  Sir:  .  PSTewYokk,]    Dec'r  31,    '55.  .    / 

On  referring  to  the  ininufes  of  the  Cousistory  of  the  Ret 'd  Dutch  Church  . 
Ifiiifl  tliat  t.he  bell — the  inscription  upon  which  I  handed   you  a   co[)y  of- 
some  time  since — wa.>;  rern-ived  from  the  steeple  of  the  Middle  Church  in 
Nas~;ui-?;treet,  the  5th  of  Sey)t..  ISM.  (about  the  time  that  Church  was  leas- " 
ed  to  the  17.  S.  Government  for  a  Post  Otiice, )  to  the  Church  is  Ninth-st., 
and  transferred  to  that  in  LaP'ayett.e  Place,  5th  Oct.  last. 

.  Early  in  the  Kevolutioiiary  War,  wh^nthe  British  converted  the  Middle 
Church  into  a  Riding  School  for  their  dmiroons — by  removing  the  pulpit, 
gallery,  pews  and  floorincr — my  father  obtained  permission  of  the  Com- 
mander-! n. Chief,  Lord  Howe,  to  take  down  the  bell,  which  he  stored  in 
some  .^ecurt-  place,  wl-eie  it  reniained  until  sitme  years  after  the  British 
army  evacuated  New  Y(.'rk;  ft'hen.  the  Church  havinjr  been  rejjaired,  he 
brnupf;t  forth  the  old  bell  from  itshidincr  plade.  and  restored  it  toitsrioiht- 
fiil  positron.  I  am.  dear  Sir,  most  truly  yours,  JOHN  OOTIIODT, 
f  recierick  De  Peyster,  Esq.  [President  of  the  Bank  of  New  York.] 

Hon.  William  Axtell.  .; 

(See  Margaret  (|3),  page  28,  supra.)    • 
To   HON.  ABRAHAM    DE    PEYSTER,    Treasurer  of' 
THE  Provixce  of  New  York  : 
(See  Abraham  (::?c1,  A,)  page  28,  supra.)  < 

Friday,  Fal.mocjth,  [England,]  Aug't  the  8th,  1760. 
Kon'd  Sir  : 

\  It's  vvith  ye  greate.st  pleu.sure  1  can  inform  you  of  our  safe  arri- 
val at  Falmouth,  after  a  pas:iage  of  thirty-eight  days,  tho'  bless  Crod, 
.we  have  bi  en  higiily  favored  with  good  weather,  which  has  proved  a 
great  advantage  to  Peggy,  us  she  i.s  now-  much  better  than  she  has 
been  for  n)any  months  past.  We  shall  leave  this  [port]  in  ve  morn- 
ing, and  take  ye  rode  for  Bath.  Capt.  Sterling,  who  commands  ye 
I»ino,  a  forty  Gun  stnp  put  us  twelve  miles  up  ye  river  in  our  way 
in  his  Barge.  In  case  he  should  be  ord'd  to  York,  during  our  Ab- ; 
•sence,  I  hone  you'll  pay  ye  r- spect  due  to  a  man  of  his  politeness. 

We   b' g   VH  Continuance  of  your    Blessings,   and    believe    me  to" 
bf   most  dutifully  vour  son.  '■: 

[Sigrr-d]  WM.  AXTELL. 

•  Please  to  remember  our  best  atfeclions  lo  our  Sisters.  I  beg  vou'Il 
take  particular  notice  of  Capt.  BotJLDERSojJ,  for  his  extreme  care 
in  oblijini;  us.  S 
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Honoured  Sir  : 

After  a  long  Journey  of  two  hundred  miles  from  Falmouth, 
we  are  at  length  got  to  this  place.     Peggy  has   undergone 
the  fatigue  much  better  than  I   would  have  expected,  and, 
bless  God,  she  is  in  good  spirits,  and,  I  hope,  in  a  fair  way  of 
recovery.     She  commenced  the    use  of  the    waters  the  5th 
instant,  and  it  seems  the  universal  opinion    they   will   suc- 
ceed with  her.     To  you,  Sir,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  the 
trouble  I  give  you    of  this   trivial   information,  though  I  am 
truly  sensible  what  concerns  us  so   nearly   cannot  be  indif- 
ferent to  you  ;  what  would  seem  of  no  consequence   to  oth- 
ers, has  its  Weight  and  Value.     A  Bystancler,  unacquainted 
'  with  gaming,  may  fancy  that  the  counters  are    of  no  more 
worth  than  the}''  appear  ;  but  those  who  are  engaged  in   the 
game  know  they  are  to  be  considered  at  a  higher  rale.     You 
see  I  draw  my  illustrations  from  the  scene  before   me.     I 
have  often  wondered  what  odd   whim  could    first  induce  the 
healthy  to  follow  the  sick  into  places  of  this  sort,  and  la}"  the 
Scene  of  their   diversions  amidst  the    most  wretched  Part  of 
our  species.     One  should  imagine  an  Hospital  the  last   spot 
in  the  world  to  which  those  in  the  pursuit  of  Pleasure  would 
think  of  resorting.     However,  so  it  is,    and    by    this   means 
"    the  company  here  furnish    out  Tragi-Comedy  of    the    most 
singular  kind  ;  while  some  are  literally  dying,  others  are  ex- 
piring in  metaphor — and  in    one  Scene   you    are   presented 
with  the  real,  and  in   another   with    the  fantastical,  pains  of 
mankind.     An  ignorant  Spectator    might   be   apt  to  suspect 
that  Each  party  was  endeavoring  to  qualify  itself  for  acting 
in  the  opposite  Character — for  the  Infirm    cannot  labor  more 
earnestly  to  recover  the  health   they  have   lost  than   the  Ko- 
~  bust  to  destroy  that   which   they  possess.     Thus  the  diseas- 
ed  pass  not   more  Anxious   nights    in  their   Beds   than    the 
Healthy   at  the  Hazard  Tables,  etc.  ;  and    I    frequently  see 
a  Game  at  Quadrille  occasion   as    Severe   disquietude    as  a 
Fit  of  the  Gout.     As  to  myself,  I  perform   a   sort  of  middle 
part  in  this  Comedy,  by  diverting  myself  as  a  Spectator. 

Now,  I  have  given  you  a  true  Idea  of  Bath,  though  I  am 
indebted  to  another  for  all  the  hints. 

I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  present  our  respects  to  Mr.  Joy 
[Jay.^'J  and  his  tamily.  We  yesterday  had  the  pleasore  of 
a  Visit  from  Mrs.  Piloguin,  who  is  very  well.  We  have 
not  yet  been  at  Bristol,  and  shall  not  go  there  until  Peggy 
has  done  with  the  use  of  the  Waters  for  this  season. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  apologize  to  all  our  aunts  and  un- 
cles, in  not  taking  leave  of  them,  to  whom  present  our  Best 
respects,  as  Likewise  to  our  Brothers  and  Sisters.     Tadey 


208 
[Tudey]  was  here  six  weeks,  in  expectation  of  seeing  us ;  he 
is  perfectly  weU,  and  believes  we  shall  soon  see  him. 

If  any  thing  can   make  us  happier  than   we  are,  it  will  be 
the  Continuance  of  yours,  and  our   good   Mother's  Prayers, 
■  to  whom  we  present  our  most  respectful  Duties.  / 

I  am,  your  dutiful  Son, 

WM.  AXTELL. 

We  beg  to  be  remembered  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reade,  not 
forgetting  their  son  Lawrence.  , 

Bath,  September,  the  13th,  1760. 


Hon.  William  Axtell, 

To  Colonel  DEVEYSTER. 

Paris,  Notr.  the  1st,  1761. 
My  Good  Fiuend  and  Brother  : 

I  Intend  this  as  an  account  Current  to  all  my  friends, 
and  acknowledge  yours  of  the  14th  A-ugust.  We  shall 
leave  this  [city]  in  ten  days  for  England,  and  purpose  pass- 
ingjthe  winter  at  Bath.  Your  sister  is  quite  in  the  gay  world 
•^patched,  painted  and  curled  as  much  as  any  she  in  France, 
without  a  cap,  and  as  well  in  health  as  possible.  1  believe 
you  would  hardly  think  it,  yet  on  my  honor  true  it  is,  Tudey 
wrote  you  a  day  or  two  ago.  I  cannot  help  noting  the  last 
paragraph  in  yqur  letter.  We  beg  our  warmest  affection  to 
our  parents  and  sisters  ;  in  a  word,  there  is  nothing  I  am 
possessed  of  that  5''oa  may  not  freely  command.  We  shall 
leave  England  in  May,  and  there  is  nothing  I  more  ardently 
desife  than  to  embrace  you  all.  God  protect  you  and 
yours.     Pray  with  the  old  lady.  ^    WM.  AXTELL. 

To  Coll.  De  Peyster. 


Copy  of  the  Will  of  Mrs.  Adriana  Jacqua- 
mina  de  Peyster,  of  Eouen, 

Dated  May  23d,  1758. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,   Son,  and  Holy   Ghost  : — I, 
subscribed    ADRIANA   JAQUAMINA    DE    PEYSTER, 

Widow  ia  first   marriage  of  M  :  JAMES  DE  PEYSTER, 
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Merchant  at  Rouen;  and  in  second  marriage  of  M:  ABRA- 
HAM VANDERHULST,  Merchant  at  Rouen  ;  sound  of 
body  and  mind  ;  considering  that  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  death,  and  nothing  more  uncertain  than  the  hour  of  it ; 
I  declare  by  these  presents,  and  muke  my  Will,  which  I 
have  made,  written  and  signed  with  my  own  hand. 

I  Give  and  bequeath  to  ray  nephew,  FREDERIC  DE 
PEYSTER,*  my  only  heir  in  this  Kingdom,all  my  real  estate, 
acquisitions,  my  moveable  furnishing,  silver,  money,  jewels, 
generally  all  effects  and  things  reputed  moveables,  let  them 
be  of  any  kind  soever,  and  lo  what  sum  thay  may  come  to, 
in  which  places  they  may  lay  and  be  deposited,  that  shall 
be  acknowledged  to  be  mine,  and  left  on  the  day  of  my  de- 
cease ;  without  excepting  and  reserving  of  any  one.  I  give 
and  bequeath  upon  my  Li.eal  Estate  and  moveables  above 
stated,  one  hundred  Livres,  which  shall  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  the  Clergyman  of  my  Parish,  to  be  distributed  by  him  to. 
the  poor  People  of  my  said  Parish,  according  to  his  discre- 
tion. In  faith  of  which,  1  have  made  and  signed,,  of  mine 
own  hand,  this  present,  my  Will  ;  after  reading  it,  and 
reading  it  over  again  as  it  is,  being  my  last  Will. 

Moreover,  I  recommend  to  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER, 
my  nephew  and  only  heir  in  this  Kingdom,  to  give  his  care 
and  orders,  that  1  may  be  inhumed  but  six  days  after  my 
death  ;  and  that  they  will  let  me  remain  those  six  days  upon 
my  mattress. 

Made  at  Rouen  this  three  and  twentieth  day  of  Mav,  Sev- 
enteen hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

ADRIAN  A  JACQUAMINA  DE  PEYSTER. 

Warrant  for  Pay  of  15,000  Pounds. 

[L.  S.]  By  the  Hon^ble  JAMES  DE  LANCEY,t  Esqr., 
His  Majesty's  Lieuten/mt  Governor  and  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  and  over  the  Provinces  of  New  York  and 
the  Territories  depf;nding  thereon,  in  America,  In  Gouncil, 
the  Seventh  day  of  May,  1760. 

i\0.  1414. 

By  virtue  of  an  Act,  Entitled  [An  Act  for  levying,  pay- 
ing and  cloathins;  Two  thousand  Six  hundred  and  Eighty  ef- 
fective  Men,  officers  included,  ior  forming  an  armyot  1  wenty 

*3e9  (t5)  Fredekio,  page  28,  eupral 
iATy  great  great  uncle.    J.  IV.  d^P. 
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thousand  Men  with  the  forces  of  the  Neighboring  Colonies, 
to  reduce,  in  Conjunction  with  His  Majesty's  Regular  Troops, 
Montreal  anil  other  posts  belonging  to  the  French  in  Canada; 
for  Emitting  Bills  of  Credit  for  the  Sum  of  Sixty  thousand 
pounds,  and  for  Sinking  and  cancelling  the  said  Bills  in 
short  Periods,]  passed  the  Twenty-second  day  of  March  last, 
pay  unto  John  Crugek,  Beverley  Robinson  and  Peter 
Van  Brugh  Livingston,  Esquires,  Paymasters  and  Com- 
missaries of  the  Forces  of  this  Colony,  the  sum  of  Fifteen 
thousand  pounds,  to  be  by  them  employed  in  purchasing 
Cloathing,  Blankets,  and  other  Necessaries,  for  the  use  of  the 
Forces  of  this  Colony,  on  the  aforesaid  Expedition.  And 
for  so  doing,  this  shall  be  your,  sufficient  Warrant.  Given 
as  above.  JAMES  DE  LANCEY. 

To  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,*  Esqr.,    Treasurer  of    * 

the  Colony  of  New  York. 

By  Order  of  His  Honour  in  Council. 

GoLH.  Banyar,  D.  W.  Com.  ^  '  ' 


Order  for  Pay- 


.  Bv  his  Excellencv  ihe  Hono'ble  ROBERT 

PRIYATE  SEAL       MONCKTON,   Captain  General    and  Gov- 

OF  einor  in  Chief  in  and    over  the    Province  of 

GOV.  MONCKTON.     New  York   and   the  Territories  depending 

thereon,  in  America,  Vice   Admiral   of  the 

same,  and  Major-General  of  His  Majesty's  Forces.     In  Council,  the 

Sixteenth  day  of  December,  1762.  * 

No.  1606.  Pay  unto  the  Honourable  Daniel  FIorsmanden,! 
Esqr.,  or  Order,  out  of  the  Revenue  in  your  hands,  the  sum  of  One 
Hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  for  his  Salary  as  third  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  this  Colony,  from  the  first  of  September  One  thou- 
sand Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-two.  And  for  so  doing,  this  shall  be 
your  sufficient  Warrant.     Given  as   above. 

^  ROBT.  MONCKTON. 

To  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  Esqr., 

Treasurer  of  the  Colony  of  New  York. 

By  Order  of  His  Excellency  in  Council. 
GoLH.  Banyar,  D.  W.  Com. 

*My  great  great  grandfather.    J.  W.  de  P. 

fMarried  my  great  grandfather's  sister,    the  widow  Vese't  ;  he 

was  afterwards  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony. 
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List  of  Persons  invited  to,  and  present  at, 
the  Funeral  of  ABEAHAM  [2d]  de  PE Y- 
STER,  Treasurer  of  the  Province  of  New 
York. 

19th  September,   17^7, 

BEARERSjViz  : — Judge  Horsmanden,  Judge  Wm.  Smith,  Jno.  Watts, 
Philip  Livingston,  Leonard  Lispenard,  Wm.  Bayard,  and  John  Cru-' 
ger,  Esquires,  and  Col.  Stuyvesant. 

MiNisTfiRs,  viz  :— Messrs.  Oglevie,  Ackmudy,  Ingliss,  Provoost, 
Cooper,  Ritsmoy,   De  Ruuda,  Ladley. 

Relations,  viz  :— Pierre  de  Peyster,  Abraham  de  Peyster,  Aron 
[Arent"]  de  Peyster,  Peter  DuBois,  Capt.  Flemming,  Isaac  de  Pey- 
ster. Abraham  de  Peyster,  Wm.  de  Peyster,  Wm.  de  Peyster,  Junr., 
John  dePeyster,  James  de  Peyster,  Nicholas  de  Peyster,  Abm.  de  Pey- 
ster, PierreVanCortlandt  &  sons,Gerardus  Beekman,  John  Beekma'n, 
Evert  Bancker,  Adrian  Bancker,  Henry  Rutgers  and  sons,  Wm.  Bed- 
low,  Gerard  de  Peyster,  Col.  Reade,  F.  V.  B.  Livingston,'  Philip  Pe- 
ter Livingston,  Ld.[Lord]  Sterling,  Ab.  de  laNoy  and  sons,  Abr.Lott, 
[Treasurer,]Gerardus  Beekman.  Abraham  Beekman, Wm.  Beekman, 
James  Beekman,HermaiJUs  Rutgers,  Wm.  Walton,  Esq., Evert  Banck- 
er, Junr.,  Rich'd  Bancker, Hyer.Wm.  Rickets  Cortlandt,  Philip 

Cortlandt,  John  V.  Cortlandt,  John  Sebastian  Stephani,  Jno.  Stevens, 
Walter  Rutherford,  Col.  Henry  Beekman,  Col.  De  Lancey  and  sons, 
Parson  Hughs,  Jno.  Harris  Cruger,  Thomas  Jones,  Nic's  Howard 
Bayard,  Sanmel  Bayajd,  Samuel  Bayard,  Junr.,  Stephen  Kenible, 
David  Clarkson,  David  V.  Home,  Beverly  Robinson,  Wm.  Living- 
ston, Augustus  Van  Courtlandt,  Fred.  Van  Courtland.,  Henry  Whit?, 
Fred.  Philipse,  Col.  Jno.  Schuyler  and  son,  Capt.  Sheriff,  Augustus 
Van  ^  Home,  Nic's  Stuyvezandt,  Peter  Stuyvezandf,  Jos.  Reade,* 
Law'e  Reade,  Jos.  Reade,  Junr.,  John  Reade,  Peter  Jay,  John  Jay, 
Fred.  Jay,  Augustus  Jay,  Capt.  St.  John,  Jno.  Schuvler,  Jno.  Watts, 
Robert  Watts,  Step.  Watts,  Jno.  Watts,  Junr.,  Peter  De  Lancey  and 

sons,  -; Munro,  Col.  Morris,  Natt.  Marston,  Jno.  Marston,Thom- 

as  Marston,  Jacob  Roosevelt    and    son,   Ryckman,    -Major 

Bayard, Cockcroft. 

Mayor  and  Corporation! 

From  Allicock's  to  Townsend's,  on  both  sides  the  street,  all  the 
men  in  the  houses  ;  as  also  from  the  Coffee  House  to  Mr.  Duane, 
on  both  sides  the  street. 

Sir  Henry  Moore,  General  Guage  (Gage),  Andrew  Elliott.  Capt. 
Kennedy,    Jno.  Taber  Kemp,    Charles  Williams,   Lambert  Moore, 


*  Philip  R.  Kearney,  Esq.,  has   portraits  of  Jos.    Reade  and 
wife,  and  of  Laiv'e  Reads. 
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Goldsborough  Banyar,  Charles  W.  Apthorpe,  Henry  Cruger,  James 

McEvers.  Charles  McEvers,  ■   Horsenelewer,    Wm.  Walton; 

iacoU  Walton,  Thomas   Walton,  Gerardus    Walton,    Wm.  Ludlow, 
Jacob  Franks,  Cornells  Clopper,  Levinus  Clarkson,  Freeman  Clark- 
son,  David  Clarkson,  Henry  Cuyler,  Isaac   Low,  Wm.  Smith,  Junr., 
Benj.  Kissam,  Andrew  Barckley,    N.  Gouverneur,   Rich'd    Nicolls, 
Esq.,.Robt.  R.  Livincr^ton  and   son,    Peter    R.  Livingston,   Robert  L 
\        Livingston,    Whitehr-iid    Micks,    Alexr.     Colden,    Gabriel    Ludlow, 
.|        Abraham  Lefferts,  Ppier  Clopper,  Gerritt   Rappelie,  Abraham  Der- 
■k        yee,   Col.  Robinson,  Walter  DuBois,  Morin    Scotl,  David  Johnston, 
I        Simon   Johnston,   Samuel    Ver   Planck,   Browers    &    Willett,  John 
^        Kipp,  Jno.  Hill,  Josiah  Smith. 


Hon.  Abraham  de  Peyster, 

{Treasurer   of  the   Province  of  New  Yorlc.) 

(See  Abraham  (2d  A.)  page  28,  supra.) 

CERTIFIED  COPY   OF    LAST  WILL  AND  TESTA- 
MENT. 

[L.  S.]  .  SIR  HENRY  MOORE,  Baronet,  C-^ptain-Gen- 
eral,  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and  over  the 
Provinces  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depending 
thereon,  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the 
same. 

To  all  to  Whom  these  Presents  shall  Come  or  may  Con- 
cern—GREETING  : 

Know  Ye,  that  at  the  City  of  New  York,  on  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  before  John  Frexch,  Esquire,  thereunto  delega- 
ted and  appointed,  the  last  Will  and  Testament  of  Abraham 
DE  Peysteh,  deceased,  (a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annex- 
ed,) was  proved  and  approved  and  allowed  of  by  me;  the 
said  deceased  having,  whilst  he  lived,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Goods,  Chattels  and  Credits  within  this  Province,  by 
means  whereof  the  proving  and  Registering  the  said  Will, 
and  the  granting  Administration  of.all  and  singular  the  said 
Goods,  Ohattels  and  Credits,  and  also  the  Auditing,  Allow- 
ing, and  final  discharging  the  Account  thereof,  doth  belong 
unto  me.  And  that  Administration  of  all  and  singular  the 
Goods,  Chattels  and  Credits  of  the  said  deceased,  and  any 
way  concerning  his  Will,  is  granted  unto  Margaret  de 
Peyster.  James  de  Peyster,  Frederic  de  Peyster 
and  William  Axtell,  four  of  the  Executors  in  the  said 
Will  named,  being  first  duly  sworn  well  and  faithfully  to 
Xdminister  the  same,  and  to  make  and  Exhibit  a  true  and 
Perfect  Inventory  of  all  and  singular  the   said.  Goods,  Chat- 
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tels  and  Credits,  and  also  to  render  a  just  and  true  Account 
thereof,  when  thereunto  required. 

.  In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  pre- 
rogative Seal  of  the  Province  of  New  York  to 
[L.  S.]      be  hereunto  Affixed,  at  the  City  of  New  York, 
the  Sixth  day  of  October,   One  thousand  Sev- 
en hundred  and  Sixty-seven. 

(Signed)  JOHN  FRENCH. 

LAST    WILL  AND  TESTAMENT. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen  :     I,  ABRAHAM  DE  PEY- 

STER,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Esqr.,  being  at  present 
Weak  in  Body,  but  of  sound  and  disposing  Mind,  Memory 
and  Understanding,  do  make  and  Ordain  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament,  in  manner  and  form  following : 

First,  I  Commend  my  Soul  to  God  as  to  a  faithful  Crea- 
tor, hoping  for  the  pardon  of  all  my  Sins  through  the  Atone- 
ment of  Jesus  Christ,  m}'  Redeemer  ;  and  my  Body  I  Com- 
mend to  the  Earth,  to  be  decently  interred,  at  the  discretion 
of  my  Executors  ;  and  as  to  such  worldly  estate,  wherewith 
God  hath  been  [)1eased  to  bless  me  in  this  Life,  I  Give  and 
dispose  thereof  as  followeth  : 

Imprimis  :  1  order  all  my  just  debts  to  be  paid  and  Satis- 
fied. Item.  I  Give,  devise  and  bequeath  unto  mv  dearly 
beloved  Wife  MARGARET,  all  my  Houses,  Lands,  Tene- 
ments, and  Real  and  Personal  Estate,  whatsoever — To 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  and  every  part  thereof,  to  her 
my  said  Wife,  for  and  during;  the  Term  of  her  natural  Life ; 
to  have,  take  and  Receive  the  Rents,  Interest  and  Profits 
thereof,  to  her  own  use  during  the  Term  aforesaid..  Item  : 
From  and  immediately  after  the  .death  of  my  said  Wife,  I 
Give,  devise  and  bequeath  all  and  singular,  my  said  Houses, 
Lands,  Tenements,  Hereditaments,  and  Real  and  Personal 
Estate,  and  the  Reversion  and  Remainder  and   Remainders 

thereof  unto  and  Amongst  my  Seven  Childen,  hereafter 
named  in  manner  following  :  That  is  to  say.  One  fall  and 
equal  undivided  Seventh  part  thereof  unto  my  son,  JAMES 
DE  PEYSTER,  his  heirs.  Executors,  Adu)inistrators  and 

^^ssigns,  forever.  One  other  full  and  equal  undivided  Sev- 
enth part  thereof  unto  my  son,  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTER, 
his  heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and  Assigns,  forever. 
One  other  full  and  equal  undivided  Seventh  part  thereof, 
Unto  my  daughter  CATHARINE,  the  Wife  of  John  Liv- 
i.xGiiTON',  her  heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and    Assigns, 
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f  forever.     One  other  full  and  equal  undivided   Seventh  part 

thereof  unto  my  daughter  MARGARET,  the  wife  of  Wm. 
AxTELL,  her  heir:?,  Executors,  administrators  and  assigns* 
forever.  One  other  full  and  iequal  undivided  Seventh  part 
thereof,  unto  my  daughter  EVA,  her  heirs,  Executors,  Ad- 
,  rtiinistrators  and  Assigns,  forever.  One  other  and  equal  un- 
divided Seventh  part  thereof,  unto  my  daughter,  MARY, 
the  Wife  of  John'  Charlton,  her  heirs,  Executors,  Ad- 
ministrators and  Assigns,  forever.  And  the  Remaining  full 
and  equal  undivided  .*^eventh  part  thereof,  unto  my  daugh- 
ter, ELIZABETH,  the  Wife  of  MattiIe-w  Clarkson,  her 
heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and  Assigns,  forever. — 
»  Item  :  In  case  any  one  or  more  of  my  above-mentioned 
Children,  having  a  Child  or  Children,  shall  happen  lo  die 
during  my  life  time,  or  after  my  death,  during  the  life  lime 
of  my  said  Wife,  Then,  and  in  such  case,  t  hereby  Give 
the  Share  and  Shares  aforesaid  of  such  of  my  Children  so 
dymg,  unto  his,  her  and  their  Respective  Child  and  Child- 
ren, their  heirs,  Executors,  Administrators  and 'Assigns, 
forever,  equally  to  be  divided  Amongst  such  Respective 
Children  of  the  Respective  parent  so  dying,  share  and 
share .  alike. 

Lastly  :  I  hereby  Nominate,  Constitute  and  Appoint 
my  said  Wife,  MARGARET,  and  my  said  son^, 
JAMES  DE  PEY-^TER  and  FREDERIC  DE  PEY- 
STER,  and  mv  said  Sons-in-Lavv  WILLIAM  AXTELL, 
JOHN  LIVINGSTON,  JOHN  CHARLTON  and  MAT- 
THEW CLARKSON,  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament — hereby  revoking  all  former  Wills  by  me 
made.  ■  .  ,<. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  ABRAHAM  DE 
PEYSTER,  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal,  this 
Third  day  of  July,  m  the  year  of  'our  Lord  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-seven. 

A.  D.  PEYSTER,  [L.  S.]  "" 

Signed,,  Sealed,  Published  and  declared  by  the  said 
ABRAHAM  DE  ^EYSTER.  as  and  for  his  last  Will  and 
Testament,  in  the  presence  of  us,  who  subscribed  our  Names 
as  Witnesses  thereto,  in  the  presence  and  at  the  Request  of 
the    said  Testator.  RICH'D  CURSON, 

BENJ.  KISS  AM, 
,  -  JAMES  DESBROSSES,JuN.' 

9 


.  c,f|-fr)  «\nO      .'fav'^. 
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BE  IT  KNOWN  unto  all  Men,  That  Whereas  I,  ABRA- 
HAM DE  PEYSTER,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Esqr., 
have  made  and  declared  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  bear- 
ing deate  the  Third  day  of  July,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-seven — And  have 
therein  Constituted  and  Appointed  several  of  my  Children 
and  Sons-in-Law  Executors  thereof:  And  Whereas^  I  am 
in  Doubt  whether  the  making  such  of  them,  as  are  Indebted 
to  me,  my  Executors,  will  not  operate  as  a  Release  of  their 
Respective  debts,  I  think  it  proper,  in  order  to  prevent  fu- 
ture Disputes,  hereby  to  declare  it  to  be  my  Will  and  In- 
•tenlion,  That  the  Sums  of  Money  in  which  all  or  any  of  my 
said  Executors  are  indebted  to  me,  shall,  after  my  decease, 
be  considered  as  assets  in  their  Hands,  for  which  they  shall 
be  Respectively  Accountable  :  And  in  case  my  Estate  he 
hereafter  Charged  with  the  payment  of  any  Moneys  for 
which  I  have  become  Surety  for  any  of  my  said  Executors, 
that  such  of  them  Respectively  for  whom  such  Money  shall 
be  so  paid,  be   Answerable  for  the  same. 

Laslhj  :  I  do  hereby  Give  unto  my  son  JAMES  my  silver- 
mounted  Gun,  and  my  silver-hilted  Sword  or  hanger  ;  and 
unto  my  son  FREDERIC  I  bequeath  any  one  of  my  other 
Swords  that  he  shall  Choose;  and  the  Remainder  of  my 
Arms,  of  what  nature  and  kind  soever,  I  give  unto  my  said 
Two  Sons  JAMES  and  FREDERIC,  equally  to  be  divided 
between  them. 

In  IVitnces  whereof,  I,  the  said  ABRAHAM  DE  PEY- 
STER, have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal,  the  Tenth  day 
of  September,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  Seven 
hundred  and  Sixty-seven.  A.  D.  PEYSTER,  [L.  S.J 

Signed,  Sealed  and  Published  by  the  said  ABRAHAM 
DE  PEYSTER,  'as  a  Codicil,  to  be  Annexed  to  his  Will,  in 
the  presence  of  JAMES  DESBROSSES,  Jun. 

JOHN  JAY.* 

City  o/Neio  York — ss : 

Be  it  Remembered,  that  on  the  Sixth  day  of  October,  One 
thousand,  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-seven,  persnnally  came 
and  appeared  before  me,  JOHN  FRENCH,  thereunto  duly 
Authorized,  RICHARD  CURSEN.  Merchant,  BENJA- 
MIN KISSAM,  Esquire,  JAMES  DESBROSSES,  Jvy-, 
Merchant,  and  JOHN  JAY,  Gentleman,  all  of  the  said  City 
of  New  York  ;  and,  being  duly  sworn  on  their  Oaths,  deposed 
as  follows,  viz  : 

*Nephew  of  Testator,  being  son  of  Testator's  wife's  nixter. 
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The  said  Richard  Cukson,  Benjamin  Kissam  and 
James  Desbrosses,  Junr.,  depose  and  say,  That  they,  and 
each  of  them,  did  see  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER  sign 
and  seal  the  within  written  Instrument,  purportinir  to  be  the 
Will  of  the  said  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  bearing  date 
the  third  day  of  July,  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 
Sixty-seven,  and  heard  him  publish  and  declare  the  same 
as  and  for  His  last  Will  and  Testament:  That  at  the  time 
thereof,  the  said  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER  was  of 
Sound  disposing  Mind  and  Memory,  to  the  best  of  the 
knowledge  and  belief  of  them,  the  Deponents ;  and  that 
their  Names,  subscribed  to  the  said  Will,  are  of  their  Re- 
spective proper  hand's  writing,  which  they  Subscribed  as 
Witnesses  to  the  said  Will,  in  the  Testator's  presence. 

And  the  said  James  Desbrosses,  Junr.,  and  John  Jay, 
likewise  depose  and  say  that  they,  and  each  of  them,  did 
see  the  said  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER  sign  and  seal  the 
within  written  Instrument,  purporting  to  be  a  Codicil  lo  the 
said  Will,  bearing  date  the  Tenth  day  of  September,  One 
thousand  Seven  hundred  and  Sixty-seven,  and  heard  him 
publish  and  declare  the  same  to  be  a  Codicil  to  his  said  last 
Will  and  Testament.  That  at  the  time  thereof,  he,  the  said 
ABRAHAxM  DE  PEYSTER,  was  of  Sound  disposing  Mind 
and  Memory,  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of 
them,  the  Deponents:  And  that  their  Names,  Subscribed  to 
the  said  Codicil,  are  of  their  Respective  proper  hand's  wri- 
ting, which  they  Subscribed  as  Witnesses  to  the  said  Codicil, 
in  the  Testator's  presence. 

(Signed)  JOHN  FRENCH. 

The  preceding  are  true  Copies  of  the  Will  of  the  Will  of 
ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  deceased,  and  of  the  Certifi- 
cate of  the  proof  thereof.     Examined  by 

JOHN  FRENCH. 


Hon.  Frederic  de  Peyster. 

(See  1 5,  Frederic,  page  28,  supra.) 
Commission  as  Treasiteer  of  the  Colony  of  Net/  York. 

GEORGE  THE  THIRD,  by  ih-  Grace  of  God.  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Ki^iGf  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
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and  so  forth  :  To  all  to  whom  these  Presents   shall   c  me 

Greeting  :  Know  ye  that,  Reposing  especial  Trust  and 
Confidence  in  the  Ability,  Care  and  Fideiil?  of  our  Trusiv 
and  well-beloved  FltEDERlC  DE  PEYSTER,  Esquire,  ut' 
our  especial  Grace,  certain  Knowledge,  and  meer  Notion. 
Have,  Ordained  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
Presents,  Do  Ordain,  Constitute  aid  appoint  him,  the  said 
Frederic  db  Peyster  to  be  Treasurer  of  our  Colony  of  New 
York,  in  America,  in  the  'oom  and  place  of  Abraham  de 
Peyster,  Esquire,- deceased,  with  full  power  unto  him  the 
said  Frederic  de  Peyst  •;r,  either  by  himself  or  his  suffi- 
cient Deputy  or  Deputies,  to  do,  execute  and  perform  all 
things  which  unto  the'  said  office  or  place  of  Treasurer  of 
our  said  Colony  does  or  may  belong.  To  have,  hold,  exer- 
cise and  enjoy  the  said  Office  or  place  of  Treasurer  of  our 
said  Colony,  together  with  all  the  Fees,  Profits,  Salaries, 
Perquisites,  Privileges,  Emoluments  and  Immunities  unto 
the  said  Office  appertaining,  or  which  the  said  Abraham  de 
Peyster  or  any  ofher  Treasurer  of  our  said  Colony  for 
merly -r  of  Right  ought  to  h  ^ve  received  and  enjoyed  by 
virtue  of  the  said  Office,  unto  him  die  said  Frederic  de 
Peyster,  either  by  himself  or  his  sufficient  Deputy  or  De- 
puties as  aforesaid,  for  and  during  our  Pleasure. 

In  Testimony  whereof  We  have  Caused  these  our  Letters 
to  be  made  Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Province 
of  New  York  to  be  hereunto  Affixed. 

Witness  our  Trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Henry  Moore, 
Baronet,  our  Captain  General  and  Governor-in-Chief  in  and 
over  our  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Territories  depend- 
ing thereon  in  America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of 
.the  same  ;  At  our  Fort,  in  our  City  of  Ne'v?  York,  the  Eigh- 
teeuth  day  of  September,  One  thousand  Seven  hundred  and 
Sixty-seven,  and  of  our  Reign  the  Seventh. 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office. 

[L.  S.]*  Clarke. 

V         (Signed)  .  H.   MOORE. 


'*  The  Seal  attached  is  very  large,  nhmoing  :  Oioerse — Eoyal  Arms  of 
England  within  Inscrlptimi  Geoeqics  n.  Mag.  Beit.,  Fe.  kt  Hm.,  Rbx 
ET  Beitn  ut  Lr-^i.,  Dux  P.  R.  I.— [Rest  unintelligible.] 

lirirtriic---St(xndinfj  figure  of  Jiing,  "xith  Ne^^ro  and  Indian  kneeVmg 
iefore  him  aiui  ]^rutn.ii,,g  yi/tit;  orer,  SiGliLUii  Pjbovu^oue  JS'oorB* 
'EoTL  Ebikjei  rs  America. 
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LETTER*  OF  HON.  JOHN  JAY. 

New  York,  2d  Nov'r,  1785. 
Df:AR  RiR  : 

»  Mr.  Tavlor,  the  Bearer  hereof,  waits  upon  yi^u  with  a  petition, 
which  we  propose  to  present  to  the  inferiof  Court  ot  Common  Pleas 
for  Westchester  coimtv,  in  onJer  to  have  Commissioners  appointed, 
agreeable  to  a  late  act  of  Assembly,  to  divide  the  lands  of  the  late 
Mrs.  Chambers,*  it  Bedford,  among  her  Devisees.  They  are  now 
in  a  neglcctiMl,  ruinous  Condition,  and  until  divi'ied  and  properlv  at- 
tended to,  will  continue  to  decrease  in  value.  1  intend  to  go  to  Bed- 
ford next  wpek,  in  order  to  see  this  Business  put  in  a  proper  train. 
Be  pleased  to  sign  the  Petition,  and  return  it  to  Mr.  Taylor. 

.  Mrs.  Jay  joins  with  me  in  desiring  you  to  present  our  best  Com, 
pliments  to  Mrs.  De  Peyster,  and  the  rest  of  the  Family. 

^  I  am,  Dear  Sir,  Your  most  ob't  Sf^rv't, 

(Signed)  JOHN  JAY.f 

Mr.  James  De  Peyster.  .    ' 

[Direction] — Mr.  Ja:-ies  De  Peyster, 

Jamaica. 


James   de  Peyster,  Gent. 

Commissioned    as  FIRST  LIEUTENA.NT  of  [ROY- 
AL BRITISH]  ARTILLERY,  June  28th,  1786. 
GEORGE  R. 

GEORGE  THE  THIRD,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  Greai  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
etc'a.  To  our  Trusty  a.-^d  Well  beloved  JAMES  DE 
PEYSTER,  Gent.,  GREETING  : 

We,  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  Loy- 
alty, Courage,  and  good  Conduct,  do  by  these  Presents  con- 
stitute and  appoint  you  to  be  one  of  the  First  Lieutenants  in 
Our  Royal  Regiment  of  ARTILLERY,  whereof  Our  Master^ 
General  of  the  Ordnance  for  the  time  being  is  Colonel  Com- 
mander-in-Chief in  ihe  Room  of  WILLIAM  BENTHAM, 
promoted.  You  are,  therefore,  carefully  and  diligently  to 
discharge  the  Duty  af  a  First  Lieutenant  in  the  said  Regi- 
ment, by  Duly  exercising  and  well  disciplining  the  Officers, 

* Wif^of  Judge  Chambers,  and  sister  of  Maegajeet,  wife  of  Abraham. 
(2]ST5)  DE  FKYSTEii ;  also  sister  of  Mary,  wife  of   Peter  .Jay,  father  of 

the  writer,  ;ind  first  oonsin  of  James  df,  Petstet^,  of  Jamo,ica. 

*  «!e  t  Original — a  perfect  ipecimen  of  hmHaaslike  chirograph^. 
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Bombardiers,  Gunners,  and  Maltrosses,  belonging  to  the 
said  Regiment,  that  shall  be  under  your  Command,  in  ihe 
Use  of  Mortars  and  the  Art  of  Gunnery,  and  to  keep  them 
in  good  Order  and  Piscipline  ;  and  they  are  hereby  required 
to  obey  you  as  th'eir  First  Lieutenant,  and  you  are  to  observe 
and  follow  such  Orders  and  Directions  as  you  shall  from 
time  to  time  receive  from  us.  Our  Master-General  of  the 
Ordnance  for  the  time  being,  the  Lieutenant-General  and 
Principal  Officers  of  the  same,  the  Commanding  Officers  of 
Our  said  Regiment,  or  any  other  your  superior  OjBicer,  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  and  Discipline  of  War,  in  pursuance  of 
the  Trust  hereby  reposed  in  You. 

•     Given  at  Our   Court   of  St.  James's,  the  Twenty-eighth 
day  of  June,  1786,  in  the  Twenty-sixth  Year  of  Our  Reign. 

By  His  Majesty's  Commaxd. 

RICHMOiND,  &c., 

Master-General  of  His  Majesty's  Ordnance. 

Entered  in  the  Office  of  Ordnance,  1st  July,  1786. 

G.  Crawfurd,  Clerk  of  the  Ordnance. 

JAMES  DE  PEYSTER,*  Gent.,  First  Lieut,  in  the  Roy'l 
Reg't  of  Artillery.  • 

Entered  FoL  231,  L.M. 


Anecdotes  connected  with  the  Beath  of 
Barnes  ht  Ipegsto,  €bc\x., 

ROYAL  BRITISH  ARTILLERY. 

The  London  Packet  or  New  Lloyd's  Evening  Post,  Wednes- 
day 14th  to  Friday  16th   August,  1793. 

The  case  of  Lieutenant  Redyard  may  be  recorded  as  a  remark- 
able incident.  He,  together  with  Lieutenant  De  Peyster,  of  the 
British  Artillery  and  an  Austrian  Engineer,  were  sent  on  a  recon- 
noitering  party.  They  approached  to  (too  ?)  near  the  works  of  the 
enemy,  [French,]  when  a  Mine  was  instantly  sprung.  Lieutenant 
De  Petster  was  buried  in  the  earth,  and  afterwards  dug  out  alive. 
[He  was  shot  dead  a  few  days  afterwards.]  The  Engineer  was 
killed,  and  Redyard  made  his  escape. 


*See  (i*)  JA:rK-^.  •2'\  ^-  -     "  '  ;  ,i!so  Pn^cre?  10  and  11,  Test,  and   Xote§, 
Page  11,  supra  ;  also  Letters,  Page  181-2,  supra.  ,      . 
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The  London  Packet  or  Lloyd's  Evening  Post,  from  Wednes- 
day, August  21st,  to  Friday,  August  23d,  1793. 

Menim  [Menin],  August  22d.  Letter  from  Colonel  Sir  James 
Murray,  Adjutant  General,  to  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  of  which 
this  is  a  part — speaking  of  the  loss:  "I  am  sorry  to  add  that  such 
difficulties  could  not  be  overcome  without  considcrnble  loss.  The 
fall  of  two  gallant  officers  and  the  brave  men  who  have  suffered 
upon  this  occasion,  must  be  matter  of  regret,  &c. 

From  the  same  paper.  It  says  :  The  much  lamented  Col.  Bosville 
and  Lieutenant  De  Peyster  were,  on  the  19th  inst..  buried  in 
front  of  the  lines  at  Menim  [MeninJ,  with  every  Military  Honor, 
all  the  officers  of  the  Brigiide  of  Guards,  and  several  of  the  Artillery 
Corps  attended   the  funeral. 

From  the  same  paper  of  the  26th  August.  It  says  : 
The  late  Lieutenant  De  Peyster,  though  of  Hanoverian  [Dutch, 
Hollandish]  parents,  was  born  in  America,  and  left  that  country  on 
account  of  his  principles,  in  [after]  the  late  [Revolutionary]  War. 
He  was  under  a  contract  of  marriage  to  an  English  lady  of  some 
fortune,  and  was  expec'^d  to  return  to  England  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Campaign,  for  the  purpose  of  being  united  to  her.  [See  Letters, 
at  Pages  182-3,   1st  and  2d    lines,  page  183.] 

In  a  London  paper  of  24th  x\ugust,    1793  : 

The  much  lamented  Colonel  Bosville  and  Lieutenant  De 
Pejster,  werp,  on  the  19th  inst.,  buried  in  front  of  the  Lines,  at 
Men'm  [Menin],  with  every  Military  Honor,  all  the  officers  of  the 
Brigade  of  Guards,  and  several  of  the  Artillery  Corps,  attended  the 
Funeral. 

id^  The  scene  was  awful  and  distressing,  for  two  men  better  be-" 
loved  by  the  Officers  of  the  Corps  to  which  they  belonged  or  by  the 
men  who  were  under  their  command  are  not,  perhaps,  in  the  whole 
service.  The  heroes  who  the  day  before  were  seen  to  face  death 
with  a  smile,  now  wept  over  the  remains  of  their  gallant  brother 
soldiers..=r::() 

Eemarkable  Facts  attending  the  death, 
before  the  French  Lines  at  Lincelles, 

[MENIN,]  OF 

James  de  Peyster^  E  B.  Art'y. 

Lieutenant  DE  PEYSTER  was  as  remarkable  for  the  elegance 
of  bis  form  and  features,  and  his  engaging  manners,  as  for  his  abili- 
ties as  an  officer,  courafre,  and  military  influence  in  his  corps.  His 
Portrait — a  beautiful  painting,  in  the  possession  of  mv  uncl^,  JAMES 
FERGUSON  DE  PEYSTER— is  sufficient  eviden'ce  of  the  former; 
private  letters,  paragraphs  from  the  newspapers,  general  orders,  and 
the  orders  of  the  day,  of  the  latter.  Attired  in  his  elegant  uniform, 
J"ip  must  %ave  been  one  of  the  handsomest  men  in  the  British  nrmy. 
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In  his  letter,  published  at  pagfe  182,  four  months  exactly  before  his 
death,  he  writes,  that  the  next  day  he  will  have  ih?  honor  to  embark 
for  Holland,  to  participate  in  the  sie^e  of  Dunkirk  ;  and  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  uncertainties  of  a-sol  lier's  life,  he  had  postponed  his 
marriage  with  an  ele^-xntand  rich  lady,  to  whmn  he  had  expected  to 
be  immediately  united. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1793,  he  embarked  from  Purfleet,  on  the 
Thames,  in  England  ;  and,  on  his  arrival  in  Holland,  instead  of  be- 
ing employed  at  once  in  the  siege  of  Dunkirk,  he  took  the  field  with 
the  rests  of  the  British  forces,  which,  having  combined  with  the  Dutch 
and  Hanoverians,  advanced  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
York,  arid  occupied  a  camp  in  the  neicrhborhood  of  Menin — a  fortifi- 
ed town  of  Belgium,  on  the  Lvs,  and  on  the  French  frontier — where 
they  were  joined  bv  a  corps  of  ten  thousand  Austrians  under  Al- 
viNzi,  afterward  the  opponent  of  NAPOLEON  BONAPARTE  in 
Italy.  The  French,  in  grf  at  force,  under  the  veteran  but  incapable 
General  Hodchard,  lay  entrenched  irt  the  direction  of  Lille.  The 
Duke  of  York  was  not  much  more  capable;  and  the  result  was  a 
sanguinary  combat,  devoid  of  any  ultimate  results,  which  took  place 
.  on  the  18t'h  of  August,  1793. 

Previous  10  the  action,  Lieuteuants  REDYARD  and  DE  PEY- 
STER,  in  cornpany  with  an  Austrian  engineer,  whose  name  is  not 
mentioned  in  any  of  the  books  examined,  were  sent  forward  to  recon- 
noitre the  French  works,  preparatory  to  the  advance  of  the  columns 
of  attack.  In  the  discharge  qf  their  dangerous  but  important  duty, 
they  approached  so  near  to  the  French  works  that  a  mine  was  sprung 
beneath  them,  which  killed  the  Austrian  officer,  and  so  completely 
buried  Lieutenant  DE  PEYSTER.  th.u,  it  is  said,  nothing  but  the 
fringe  of  his  sash  remained  visible  above  ground.  This  led  to  his 
rescue;  for  news  of  his  disaster  having  been  communicated  to  the 
British  Lines  by  Lieutenatit  REDYARD,  who  escaped,  a  delacli- 
ment  was  sent  out,  who  fonnd  the  spot  thus  singularly  designated  ; 
rescued  and  restored  him  to  his   comrades  and  Command. 

On  the  18th  of  August,  the  British  column  advanced  to  storm  a 
very  strong  redoubt  erected  jpon  a  height  in  front  of  Lincelles,  a 
village  about  midway  between  Menin  and  Lille  ;  and,  after  an  inter- 
change of  volleys  with  the  French  Republican  troops,  carried  their 
works.  In  the  very  front  of  the  attack,  and  amonsr  the  first  who  fell, 
was  Lieutenant  JAMES  DE   PEYSTER. 

Many  years  after,  mv  grandfather,  FREDERIC  DE  PEYSTEPv, 
was  dining  with  his  second  cousin,  FREDERIC  C.  WHITE,— 
then  and  now,  if  he  is  not  deceased,  a  General  in  the  British  army, 
[See  (3),  line  25,  Text,  page  117,  supra,] — when  the  conversation 
turned  upon  the  latter's  militarv  service  in  Holland,  and  par:icular- 
ly  the  combat  of  Menin,  or,  more  properly  speaking,  of  Lincelles. — 
"VVhile  advancing  at  t  le  head  of  mv  corps,''  said  the  General,  "on 
the  18tb  of  August,  1793,  I  noticed  a  remarkably  fine  looking  dead 
officer,  with  his  cocked  hat  sloucht^d  over  his  face,  whom  his  men 
had  raised  up  and  fixed  in  an  erect  position,  by  taking  arivautage  of 
the  support  atTorded  by  the  crotch  of  a  tree.  Not  being  able  to  re- 
cognize him,  for  his  chin  had  sunk  down  upon  his  chest,  and  his 
chapeau  had  been  drawn  down  almost  so  as  to  cover  his  eyes,  to  keep 


,1  it  from  falling  qfF,  I  turned  aside,  and  lifting  his  head,  remoiv- 
ed  the  hat,  discovering  thereby,  to  my  grief  and  horror, 
that  it  was  your  beloved  brother  and  my  gallant  cousin  James, 

.  .who  had  been  shot  directly  through  the  forehead."   ..  : 

Completely  buried  ahve  by  the   explosion  of  a  mineijor 

.fougasse,  and  rescued,  as  it  were,  from  the  depths  of  the  grave 
itself,  his  irrepressible  ardor  placed  him  in  the  fore  front  of 

:  the  battle,  when  death   reclaimed    him   as   a  waif  from  the 

t.tamb,  and  bore  him  away  back  with  him,  sparing  many  less 
worthy,  and  none  more  calculated  to  adorn ,  society  or  do 
honor  to  the  service  .of  his  King..      .  -ini;;:.-?    lij    .!.:  .  -...ui 

tnteresting  fiocumenfs '  relating  to  the 
J)E:;  PEYSTER  and  AFFILIATED 
^  -  -FAMILIES. 

.  «•-:...  ,,  THE  DE  PEYSTERS  IN  HOLLAND.  .  . - 

,,,  ■  -rf     ...  :«.  Neiv  York,  February  4:th,  1851. 

My  Dear  De  Petster  : 

n ,  i  Have  you  seen  Major  Davezac  since, his  return  ?  He  dined 
with  me  a  fevsr  days  since,  and  gave   me  a   very  interesting 

*'hist(Tryof  most  of  the  old  Dutch   families   who  first    settled 

■  Nieuw  Amsterdam.  I  infer,  from  what  he  told  me,  that  he 
has  prepared  a  some wh^it- elaborate  account  of  them.  At 
any  rate,  you  would  be  proud  to  hear  what  he  has  to  say 
about  the  DE  PEYSTERS.  He  places  them  in  the  very 
front  rank  as  to  wealth  and  social  position,  at  the  tirhe  they 
emigrated. 

You  would  be  amused  to  hear  the  antecedents  of  some  who 

.now  hold  their  heads  the  highest.  I  advise  you  by  all  means 
to  see  the  Major.^s  he  promised  me  that  he  would  show  you 
what  he  had  collected  relating  to  your  family.       ' 

■  Very  sincerely  yours,         B.   R.  WLNTHROR 

'  Frederic  de  Peyster,  Esq.  '  '  '  ' 

Extracted  out  of  the  last  1?ill  and  Testa- 
ment of  William  De  Peyster,' 

'  m''  *!- V'V' '.,  ..r-E-^^s  of  London,  Merchant,  deceased.) 

Bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of  February  last  past,  lG8]-'2, 

*Thi8   must    he  the    GUILLAUME  DE  PEYSTEIi  mentioned  hy 
I8AACK  DE  PEYSTER  {Gth  line,  Text,  from  bottom.  Page  151,  tvpra), 

in  hin  letter  dated  HaerUmady^llth  ^'jpteniher^  IC-j'j. 
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"and  passed,  sealed  and   delivered  before  me,  underwritten 
'"Notary,  and  other  witnesses. 
•'      The  following  clause,  vizt: 

Item.    I  do  bequeath  the  severall  legacies  hereafter  named, 
■  unto  the  severall  persons  hereafter  mentioned,  vizt : 

To  Mr.  John  Scot,  the  present  Minister  of  the  Paris{h)  of 
*  St.  Peter  Le  Poore,  the  Summe  of  Ten  Pounds  (£10),  &rca. 
To  my  Coiin  Abraham  de  Peyster,*  of  New  York,  in 
America,  the  Summe  of  One  Thousand  Pounds  (£1000),+  of 
said  mony  of  England,  to  be  paid  to  him  after  he  shall  have 
made  all  the  returns  of  my  Estate  which  he  hath  in  his 
hands. 

This  clause  is  truely  Extracted  out  of  the  said  Will,  word 
by  word. 

,    Ita  attestor  Rogatus.    Londini,  octavo  die  Aprilis,  1682. 
•  '  ANT.  WRIGHT,  Notarius  Publicus. 

April  8th,  A.  D.,  1682. 

Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  conclu- 
ded upon  this  first  day  of  April,  1752, 
between  Abraham  de  Peyster f  and  John 
Chambers,§  of  theCity  of  FewYorkjEsqs., 

of  the  one  Part,  and  HENRY  CARMER,  of  the  same 
•'    City,  Carpenter,  of  the  other  Part,   as    followeth — that  is 
to  say  : — 

'.  WHEREAS,  the  said  Abraham  DE  Peyster  and  John 
Chambers  are  the  owners  pf  a  Certain  Water  Lott,  No.  4, 

,  4n  the  Dock  Ward  oi  the  City  of  New  York,  fronting  their 
Respective  Buildings  there,  which  Extends  in  length  from 
the  Southside  of  the  Dock-street  Wharfe,  Two  hundred  foot 
into  the  East  River  or  Harbour  of  the  safd  City,  and  is  in 
breadth,  fronting  the  said  Dock-street  Wharfe,  and  in  the  Rear, 
Sixty-one  foot  and  three-fourths  of  an  Inch,  English  measure  ; 

■ —  '         "  — — ■ — -»> —    ,,  —  ,      ,1 

.  *Coloml  de  Heer  ABRAHAM  DE  PEYSTER,  [lit  {A.\  Fays  23, 
<§<;.,  tupra,]  afterwards  Trea-turer^  President  of  the  King''s  Council,  and 
acting  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New  Yorlc. 

\A  legacy  of  one  thousand  found*  sterling  (£1000),  two  centuries  ago, 
teas  a  eomewhat  remarkable  bequest:  and  taJcing  into  consideration  the 
difference  between  the  value  of  money  then  and  now,  would  he  equiva- 
lent to  a  gift,  at  this  date,  of  three  times  that  sum,  or  about  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  {^15,000).  •    " 

XABBAIf AM  {2d)  ;  see  Page  28,^ supra.  ;   ,V 

IBrother-iu-Law  of  the  prereding  ;  married  ANN  VAN  COST- 
%ANUT.     {i>ee  lines  (>  and  7,  Tex^  from  bottom,  /'a^e  lit},  mpra.) 
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and  is  bounded  Northerly  by  the  Street  aforesaid,  Called  the 
Dock-street  Wharfe ;  Easterly  by  the  Water  Lott,  No.  5,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Stephen  Bayard,  but  now  to  Henry 
CuYLER,  Junr.  ;  Southerly  by  the  East  River  or  Harbour ; 
and  Westerly  by  another  Water  Lott,  No.  3,  belonging  lo  Pe- 
ter de  Laxcey.* 

AND  WHEREAS,  the  said  Abraham  and  John  have 
agreed  with  the  said  Henry  to  make  a  Wharfe  for  them  on 
their  said  Lott,  at  the  Extent  thereof,  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say  :  The  said  Henry  Carmer,  for  himself,  and 
his  Heirs,  Executors  and  Administrators,  Doth  Covenant, 
Promise,  Grant  and  Agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Abraham 
BE  Peyster  and  John  Chambers,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns, 
that  he,  the  said  Henry  Carmer,  his  Executors,  Adminis- 
trators, or  Assigns,  for  the  Consideration  herein  after  men- 
tioned, shall  and  will  find  and  provide  Good  and  sufficient 
Sound  wood,  Timber,  Stone,  and  Materials,  for  the  Making, 
Laying,  finishing;,  and  Compleating  for  them,  the  said  Abra- 
ham and  John,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  a  Good,  Substan- 
tial and  Sufficient  Dock  or  Wharfe,  in  one  Centre  Block  at 
the  Extent  or  Southermost  part  of  their  said  Water  Lott,  the 
whole  Breadth  thereof,  which  shall  Consist  of  and  be  laid 
with  Good,  Sound,  Substantial  Timber,  of  Thirty  foot  Long, 
and  Laid  or  Stowed  as  near  and  Close  together  as  it  possibly 
Can  [bej,  and  upon  a  Range  or  Direct  line  with  the  present 
Wharfes  of  Messrs.  Henry  Cruger,  Henry  Cuyler,  the 
Elder,  Joseph  Scott,  Gerrardus  Duycinck,  and  others, 
who  have  already  Wharfed  out  on  their  Respective  Water 
Lotts,  fronting  the  said  Dock-street  Wharfe  at  the  Extent 
theref)f,  and  to  the  Eastward  of  the  Water  Lott  of  thetn,  the 
said  Abraham  and  John,  and  that  the  Height  of  the  said 
Dock  or  Wharfe  shall  be  so  much  above  High  water  mark 
as  the  said  present  Docks  or  Wharfes  of  them,  the  said 
Henry  Cruger,  &c.,  now  are,  and  Eighteen  inches  higher, 
to  allow  for  sinking ;  and  also,  that  there  shall  be  Lai^l,  and 
well  fastened,  on  said  Dock  or  Wharfe  so  to  be  made,  good, 
sound  and  sufficient  Wall  plates,  the  Whole  length  thereof; 
and  at  the  Distance  of  Every  Eighth  foot  of  the  said  Wharfe, 
there  shall  be  fixed  in  the  said  Wall  plates  an  Anchor  of  good 
and  sufficient  Ceder  or  Cake  Timber  as  other  Wharfes  have, 
and  at  the  Distance  of  Every  Seven  foot  of  said  Wharfe, 
.shall  put  and  fix  a  strong  and  substantial  Fender,  Drove  in 
the  Ground  as  farr  as  Conveniently  may  be,  for  defending 
and   preserving  said  Wharfe,  and  then  let  in  and  fastened  to 

*My  great  grandfather,  {father  of  my  grandmother,  JANE  WATTS,) 

PETER  {of  the  AfilU)  ;  sec  Page*  63-'4,   a.ii  '5,  iUf-ra:) 
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the  Said  Wall  plate  ;  And  '  further,  that  at  the'  distan<!:e  of 
Every  Twenty  foot  there  shall  be  affixed  luid  set  in  the  sa'id' 
Wharfe  a  Good  and  Substantial  Red  Ceder  post,  proper  and 
fitt  to  fasten  Ships  too.  And  that  the  said  Dock  or  xVharfc  ' 
shall  be  well  and  substantially  made  and  in  good  Workman- 
like manner,  finished  and  Compleated  on  or  before  the  first 
Day  of  September  next.      '       •     '     '■-'    r'- /:-::.  J- -     <i// 

In  Consideration  of  all    which  premises    they;    the   said 
Abraham  de  Peyster    and  John  Chambers,  '  for    them- 
selves, Severally  and  for  their  several  and  Res{)ective  Heirs, 
E_x*rs  and  Admimstrators,  Doe  Covenant,  Promise,  Grant  and 
Agree  to  and  with    the  said  Henry  Cabjier,  his  Executors, 
Admiinistrators,  or  Assigns,  that  they,  the  said  Abraham  de 
Peyster  and  John.  Chambers,  their    Executors,  Adminis- 
trators or  Assigns,  shall  and   will,   upon    the  tinishing    and  - 
Compleatingof  the  said  Dock  or  Wharfe,  so  as   aforesaid   to 
be  made  and  done,  the  sum  of  one  hundred   and  riinety-fivc 
pounds  (§975)— that  is  to  say,  the  said  Abm.  de  Peyster,  his  ' 
Executors,  Administrators  or  Assigns,  shall   pay  the  one  half" 
pah  thereof,  and  the  said  John  Chambers,    his  Executors, 
Administrators  or  Assigns,    shall    pay    the    other    half  part 
thereof^  ^  '  .  ^    -      ■■■'.'■   ;■!•-    '  / 

IN/  WITNESS  whereof,  the  said  Parties  to  these  presents  • ' 
have' hereunto  interchangeably  set  their  hands'"  .and  seals  the 
Day  and  Year  aforesaid.  his  •  ' 

'    r''/\'    '  HENRY >1    CARMER.  [L.  S.1     - 

Sealed  and  Delivered  in  the  presence  of         ' '   '     '   '"'  '. 

..,1,     .,  (feigned)      .    Lamb  T  Moore.  .         .        •  . 

tere  follow  the  Original  Receipts.]' ^   '•  '' ''  ^''^'^^^'^  ^^""^ 
fiii:^    odj    ,<i!-:ii'i..    ^:r.'A.-    -,  .-   ..   ..q     ];....c.>-.,,    \,]:.^      .;,   -^ 

Imt. 


.?IIuKaEE,  What  is  it? 

•  »    '^!  -  '  :■:    ■•     •         -     .     .      =,.:■..-.;;  >:, 

■■I'New  PorCy  Rhode  Islaiid,  April  Uie  19(h,  1779. 

'Sotfle  conversaEioQ  passed  in  company  this  day,  and  as  it 
was' attended  with  much  jocularity,  I  here  set  down  the  par-, 
ticiilar^ ;  it  was,  to  solve  each  other's  doubts,  and  find  a  so- 
lution fof'all  questions.  The  first  was.  What  is  hunger  ?  One 
said,  it  was  only  a  sensation,  that  asked  for  the  proper  ali- 
ments for"  its  companion,  the  body;  Others  were  of  opinion, 
that  it  was  a  passion  ;  that  its  perpetual  thirst  was  [a  desire 
for]  'enjoyment, dike  all  others.  The  third,  insisted  on  its  be- 
ing a  disease,  and  appealed  to'the   eifects  of  that  malady  to 


justify  his  Ofliniory  r  hesaid,  there  was  a   great  sUtueness  iw.  I 
the  original  cause  ;  ihat  discxises  proceeded  from  the  vessels  •' 
being  too  Rill  or  vacant — the  nerves  being  loo  straightened  oi 
reliLScd,  &c.  ;  iliat  hunger. relaxed, the  tendons  and  hbres,  by 
the  little  vesselS:being  too  euipt}'  ;  that   it  j)r(^yed  on  ihc'hu-  ^ 
man  tVarne,  reduced  its  strength  ;  and,  without  soinething  to   , 
check   its    progress,  would  inevitably  dissolve   this, Earthly 
Tabernacle.     The  President  (for  I  call  ii:  a.Court  of  Inr^uiry) 
said,  we  hatl  not  one  of  us  answered  the   question    properly, 
artirming  that  it  X\^a3  a  Sentinel  posted  in  the  "Breast,    to  give 
the  alarm  when  the  Body  wanted  roast  Beef,  or  Ham.  Some 
of  the  niembers  differing  c\   Uttle    from    the  Presd't  in  Judg- 
ment, reply'd  that  the  business  of  a  soldier,'  when  on  his  post, 
was  to  look  out  for  an  Enemy,  and,  at  their  first  approach,  to 
order  tliem  to  Stand;  but  that  it  was    mach  otherwise  with, ^ 
Hunger,   as  no  one  thought  good    Beef  or  Ham  ao  enetny,  or 
wouhl  order  It  to  stand  long,  ,whcn  they  had  not  broke    their 
Fast  for  the  space  otTen'or  Twelve  Hours.     It  occasioned 
much  laughter,  and  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Court  that-there,j 
ought  to  be  two  Sentinels  in  the  breast  of  every  man,  one  for 
Thirst  as  wcUas  one  for  Hunger — with  tliese  positive  orders, 
that  they  should  always  use  the   very  agreeable  and  polite 
word  "Come  !"  instead  of  the  importinent  verb  "Stand  P'-^^ 
The  Court  were,  likewise,  farther  of  opinion  that,   if  Hujiger 
or  Thirst  were  a  disease,  it  was  much    better   to   be. the  pa- \ 
tient  than  the  physician  ;  if  he  had  plenty  of  medicine,  some 
Fever  Powtlers  of  the  Breasts  of  good  Fat  Turkeys,  or  a* few  ' 
Balsamic  Drop's  of  Claret  and  Madeira.  ••••■■  • 

When  I  had  heard  the.  whole,    I  looked   on  all    the  argu-  : 
mentS'to  be  very  g(X)d  ;  but  I  am  iirm  in    the  opinion  that. 
Hunger  is  a  disease.  '.,;:.:<:..    ^;>  :.;!!.■       •-;  ,  >  >!•  iJ 

Thus,  for  the  want  of  news,  I  have  given  you  a  history  of  ■ 
the  conversation  of  a  jovial  company,  who  at  that  time 
thought  ourselves  all  Philosophers.  If  you  think  it  worth; 
reading  over  twice,  I  shall  be  happy,  and  if  the  reverse,  1-' 
beg  your  Pardon  for  trespassing  so  long  on  your  pleasant-: 
moments,  and  hope  the  goodness  of  your  heart  will  blot  it  out  : 
of  the  recorfls  of  memory  and  resentment,  as  it  was  with  no 
other  intention  but  a  humble  wish  to  acknowledge  my  friend-  ■ 
ship  and  esteem.    '  •         '■  ■•  '-     '       ' 

I  have  wrote  before  to  you,  by  Captain  McGill,  of  the  ' 
Queen's  Rartgers,  and  sent  your  paper  money  by  him,  which 
I  hope  you  have  received.  We  still  have  our  Quarters  in 
Town,  and  you  may  think  how  we  spend  our  time,  Better 
with  our  inclinations  than  with,  our  Guineas.  But  Gold  is 
very  vv-ell  disposed  of,  when  exchanged  tor  the  charms  of  the 


;:if!^l'i 
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Fair.     I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you,  whilst  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  Dear  Sir,  Your  obdt.  hble.  Servant, 

ISAAC  ATrVV(30D. 

N.  B.  Please  to  present  my  most  res[)ectful  compliments 
to  Colonel  AxTELL,  and  likewise  to  your  Parents,  and  family, 
where  I  have  the  honor  to  be  acquainted. 

(Find  no  fault  of  this  being  folded  up  bad,  as  I  have  but 
one  hand  that  I  can  use,  the  other  being  lame.) 

To  Mr.  Frederic  de  Peyster.*  , 


Hunger  is  a  Disease 

Copy  of  a  Letter  to  Captain  Isaac  Att- 
wood,  from  Frederic  (1st)  de  Peyster. 

Stony  Point,  Oct.  \st,  1719. 
Dear  Sir: 

Your  Letter  concerning  the  various  causes  of  Hunger  has 
afUirded  me  no  sn)all  Amusement.  I  congratulate  you  on 
your  happy  memory,  in  recollecting  the  powerful  Arguments 
made  use  of  on  that  subject  in  your  Court  of  Enquiry.  Ev- 
ery sentiment  speaks  its  author  a  man  of  Sagacity,  Wit  and 
Judgment ;  and  the  Inference  you  have  drawn  from  the 
whole,  "that  it  is  a  Disease,"  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  proper 
one.  But  I  wish  you  had  been  more  explicit  with  respect  to 
the  Nature  of  it,  or,  in  other  words,  whether  you  conceive  it 
to  be  a  Disorder  of  the  Mind  or  Body  ;  for  Hunger,  according 
to  the  Idea  held  up  in  all  the  Definitions  mentioned  jn  your 
Letter,  is  confined  to  an  inordinate  Craving  after  Food, which 
can  only  be  allayed  by  gormandizing  in  an  extraordinary  De- 
gree. Upon  that  principle,  it  may,  indeed,  in  some  measure, 
proceed  from  the  Body,  as  the  aliments  given  to  satiatr  that 
Craving  are  also  necessary  for  its  preservation  and  support. 
■  But,  in  order  to  dwell  properly  on  this  subject,  we  must  al- 
low a  more  extensive  Latitude. 

.Hunger  is  a  Disease  of  the  Mijid  as  well  as  the  Body,  with 
this  Addition,  that  Mental  Hunger  is  attended  with  pernicious 
Consequences  to  Mankind  in  general,  and  often  brings  Misery 
and  Ruin  on  the  Heads  of  those  who  are  susceptible  of  it, 
and  are  desirous  of  procuring  whatever  they  conc^Mve  neces- 
sary for  its  gratification.     This  Mental  Hunger  is  of  a  more 

*  FREDERIO  (1«0  ;    (lee  Page*    34-'5,   nuvra  ;)    my  grnn^f father. 

J.    W.  de  P. 
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mischievous  nature  than  the  corporal,  because  it  cannot  be  , 
gratified  by  the  Remedys  applied  to  its  relief,  which,  instead 
I  of  abating  its  virulence,  will  only  aggravate  the  Disorder. 
,  ■  Happy° would  it  be  for  Mankind,  if  Reason  would  act  as 
sentinels  on  such  occasions,  that  on  the  Enemy's  approach 
he  might  be  ordered  to  'Stand,'  or  proceed  no  farther  than  Rea- 
son dictated  ;  for,  when  once  he  is  suffered  to  approach  too 
near  us,  he  leads  our  rational  FacuUys  into  Captivity,  seizes 
on  all  our  prudential  Fastnesses,  and  finally  overrules  our 
Bodys,  as  well  as  our  Minds. 

You  will  perhaps  say  that  what  1  have  denominated  Men- 
ial Hunger  is  more  properly  called  Thirst :  but  the  Compari- 
son will  bear  as  well  for  the  one  as  the  other,  and  as  your 
Court  of  Enquiry  has  blended  both  of  them  together  in  fat 
Turkeys  and  claret,  I  need  not  observe  that  such  an  objection 
v^ould  be  frivolous.  _ 

The  Doctrine  of  Mental  Hunger,  though  it  may  difier  a 
little  from  the  Epicurean  System,  is  nevertheless  founded  on 
as  firm  a  Basis,  which  can  clearly  be  demonstrated;  for, 
Corporal  Hunger  itself  is,  in  reality,  but  a  secondary  Consid- 
eration, proceeding  from  an  Idea  of  Necessity,  origmatmg 
in  the  Brain,  from  whence  every  Idea  draws  its  existence— 
which  sensation  of  the  Mind,  by  an  electrical  attraction,  be- 
ing first  fixed  on  the  Heart,  proceeds  in  Conjunction  to  such 
parts  of  the  Body  as  are  affected  by  Appetite  or  Desire— 
which  parts,  being  influenced  by  Sympathy,  enter  into  the 
'Combination,  and  they  act  in  concert  together  ;  but  all  their 
Operations  are  chiefly  directed  by  the  Mind,  which  is  the 
Great  acting  Principle,  on  which  every  movement  of  the 
Body  depends  ;  but  the  Hunger  of  the  Mind  exists  independ- 
ent of  the  Body,  because  a  full  Belly  does  by  no  means  tend 
'tb  check  its  Desires.  c    j- 

'The  Miser,  for  instance,  finds  a  greater  pleasure  m  feeding 
his  Mind  with  Ideas  of  hoarded  Wealth  than  he  does  in  ta- 
■'king  Food  for  the  support  of  his  Body.  All  his  attention  be- 
ing°fixed  on  the  former,  the  Latter  Object  is  frequently  neg- 
lected and  suffered  to  decay,  because  he  will  not  appropriate 
a  necessary  part  of  his  mental  aliment  to  supply  his  corporal 
'Necessities. 

There  is  hardly  a  prevailing  Desire  within  us,  but  what  is 
deemed  Hunger  or  Thirst— which  Terms  are  indifferently 
'tnade  use  of  to  convey  the  same  Ideas :  for  Example,  What 
constitntes  a  pious  Man?  A  Priest  will  tell  you,  it  is  Hun- 
ger and  Thirst  after  Righteousness.  What  is  it  that  stimu- 
lates the  Soldier  into  Acts  of  Bravery  .?  His  Hunger  and 
■  Thirst  for  Glory.  What  is  it  that  makes  the  xMerchant  enter- 
prising ?     Huiiger  and  Thirst   for  Gain.     What  Motives  iu- 
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fluence  the*  modern  Patriot  ?  Hungerand. Thirst  after  popu- 
ilarity.     What  is  it  that  induces  Nations  to  war  against  each 

other  ?  Hungorand  Thirst  tor  Power.  What  is.it  ?— But  1 
'trie  your  Patience.  In  short,  I  will  only  observe,  that  the 
'biany  huilgrv  Men  we  have  had  amongst  us  in  the  Course ot 

the  Present  [l;vevolutionry]  War,  have  been  the  Occasion  of 
'its  Itjng  Duration.^     [Good  and  true.]  -v  ."=  ^   •  i.  ,^-.i-.' !• 
'  '-Do  me  the  favor,    Sir,  to  Present    my  best    Affections    to 
TGapt^A^M.  and    Lt.  James,  and  best  Compliments,  to    All 

Friends.   ,       Wuh  great  Truth,  I  am,  Sir,    •  .  /■•     -;   .     ;      ; 
-ij'jf/  \  ••JnnitnM;- Your'obedt.  andmost-H.Ser.-  -;  iF:  de  P. 

Flat  Bush,  Oct  J st,  2779.         •.,    ■ ',    ,       ',  Pm- 

llOapt.  Isaac  ATTWooD.ii   dj<ul  n-.uin^jki  f^ui  7iiMpn3  lf>  lu-uj 

A  Curious  Case,     ni    !'!!-•/ 

i5  1'.    f!/    V:  :•'    u    .!-,.-.;•.-     ,  -  ^    _..!       ,  'i,  ;!r  oH  -j:  i'  ,  . 

..,,  Col,  Schuyler*  attributed  his  Disorder  to  his  pressmg  his 

'Phiph  with  great  force  against  a  small  Boat,  wnich  he,  \vas 
'endeavoring  to. push  from  the  Shore  into  the  River.',,  Some 
.Weeks  afterwards  he  perceived  a  small  lump  or  Kernel,  of 
.tlie.Size  of  a  small  hazel  nut,  in  the  place  where  the  greatest 
.pressure  hud  bt-en  made.  This  Kernel  gradually  increased 
,;-— for  two  or  three  months  he  had  little  or  no  pain  in  it,  nor 
-st^ffered  any  inconvenience  from  it,  but  did  his  duty^  and  lived 
.-,4S .usual  ;  the  Kernel  being  then  increased  to  a  considerable 
j5i2er',\yas  painful  at  times.  ,  Seven  months  after  the  Accident 
..hp  applied  to  Mr.  Flower.  Till  that  time,  he'.bad' be^n 
.;,under  the  Care  of  Dr.  Huck  and  Mr.  Napier,  during  which 
.ithose  gentlemen  never  gave  the  least  intimation  to  the  Colo- 
l,ncl,'.or  his  Family,  that  they  suspected  the  Disorder  to  be  ot 

Cancerous  nature.  They  had  given  him  all  the  while  inter- 
,  pal  remedies,,    Nothing  was  applied  externally.     No  mention 

.vyas  made  of  cutting  out  the  Tumor,  or   of  destroying  it  by 

external  application.  Mr.  Flow^er  assured  the  Colonel  that 
.lie^could  disperse  the  Tumor  in  eight  days,  by  medicines  of 
.."[iis,o\vu  discovery.  ^  He  also  assured  him  the  medicines 
.!,were  safe— -and,  on  the  Colonel's  expressing  his  doubts  of  the 

safety  of  a  medicine  which  would   perform   such  great  things 

^^nsqshort  a  time,  he.  told,  him  that  he  had  communicated  the 

-  /medicines ,to  Doctor  Jay,  and  referred,  him  to  that  Gentleman 

^,for  a  confirmation  of  the  safety  of  them.     The  Colonel  sent 

itpiDr,  Jay.   /Mr.  Flower  informed  the  Doctor  what  he  in- 

iH)i'*Thia  mcft  Irfi  Colonel  MA  RENT  SpMUYLBB,  who  .married  OOB- 
,.,N£L1A    VAN',  CORTLANDt,  (See  lines,  17  and  IS.  from  hottom,page 

ll'T)  A"-nf   lit' mv  iini!  ,:■■■:'  ai'undiiwi'her  {loii'e    of  ABRALlAit  CiJ)  ■ 
- '.DM -i'EYSTER]: '       ■■-■■:     •<"    ^.i.i.i.   i^.i^/tj,...,.;      -b'-'-'i 
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tended  to  give  the  Colonel.  The  Doctor  told  the  Colonel 
that  he  might  freely  take  the  medicines  ;  that  they  would 
probably  mitigate  his  pains  for  a  while,  but  that  they  or  any 

I  other  medicine  could   not  effect  a  Cure,  for  that  the  disorder 

I  .  was  out  of  the  reach  of  any  medicine  whatever ;  and,  that 

*  the  only  method  of  curing  him  was  to   cut  out   the  Tumor. 

i  Elated  by  the  encouragement  given  him  by  Mr.  Flower,  he 

''  put  himself  under  his  care  alone.     That  evening  the  Tumor 

I  was  well  rubbed  with  a  Liniment,  and  then  the  whole  Thigh 

1  was  encompassed  with  a  Sheep-Skin    flea'd  off  warm   from 

I-  'the  Animal,  which  had  been  previously  brought  to  the  House 

I  for  that  purpose.     Some  medicines    were    then    given  him. 

I  That  night  the  Colonel  rested  better  than  he   had   done  for 

f  six  weeks,  which  confirmed  his  hopes  of  Cure.     He  continu- 

I  ed  under  Mr.  Flower's  care  Eight  days.     In  that  time   he 

I  enjoyed  much  more  ease  than  before.     Three  or  four  Sheep- 

1^  Skins  were  used.     At  the  end  of  the  eight  days  the  Tumor 

f  was  as  large  as  when  the  first  skin  was  applied.     All  hopes 

•^  that  it  might  be  dispersed,  then  vanished.     The  excision  was 

I  agreed  to,  and  the  operation  for  that  purpose  was  performed 

t  next  day  by  Doctor  Jay — Doctor  Huck,  Dr.    Middleton, 

I  and  Mr.  Napier  being  present.     During  the  operalion,  the 

I  Doctors  diflfered  in  opinion   about   the  Safety   of  taking  out 

f  the  Whole  of  the  Tumor,  for  which  reason  about   half  of  it 

I  was  taken  away.     That  very  day,  after  the  operation,  all  the 

I  Doctors,  but  Dr.  Jay,  pronounced  the  Tumor  cancerous,  and 

1  that  the  Patient  would  die   within  seven    days.     The  event, 

I  however,    proved  otherwise.     The  difference  in  the  opinion 

I  among  the  Faculty  was  as  follows  : — 

I  All  the  Doctors,  except  Dr.  Jay,  maintained  that  the  Tu- 

1  mor  was  entangled  with  or  placed  so  near  the  great  Artery 

I  of  the  Thigh,  that  it  could  not  be  extirpated   without  wound- 

I  ing  the  Vessel.     Dr.  Jay,  on  the    other   hand,  insisted  that 

I  there  was   a  considerable  space  between  the  Artery  and  the 

I  Tumor,  and  that  the  last  could  be  extirpated  without  danger. 

il  At  the  first  or  second  dressing.  Dr.  Jay  proposed  to  complete 

I  ^the  operation,  by  taking  away  the  remainder  of  the  Tumor. 
*The  other  Gentl'n  would  not  agree  to  it.     He  then  proposed 
that  They  should  attempt  to  destroy  the  Tumor  by  Escharotic 

I  medicines.     This  also  was  rejected.     By  the  advice  of  the 

I  other  Doctors,  poultices  of  Hemloc  were  applied  to  the  Tu- 

l  mor,  and  the  extract  of  Heraloc  was  given  inwardly  for  some 

I  weeks.     The  Tumor  in  the  meanwhile  increased  :  and    the 

I  Patient  wasted  away  with  a    fever  and  the  greatness  of  the 

I  discharge.     Dr.  Jay  often   proposed  the  operation  already 

1  mentioned,  which  was  as  constantly  rejected   by   the    other 
Gcatlc'ii,  iJi  the  reason  aireaay  given.     As  the'Patient  was 

I  11 
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a  man  of  undaunted  resolution,  and  desirous  to  run  any  risk 
to  save  his  life,  Dr.  Jay  proposed  that  they  should  first  en- 
deavor to  extirpate  the  Tumor,  l)ut  if  they  found  that  to  be 
impracticable  without  injuring  the  Artery,  they  should  then 
amputate  the  Thigh.  He  urged  that  the  attempt  to  extirpate 
the  Tumor,  at  the  suspected  place,  would  be  over  in  a  min- 
ute or  two ;  and  that  the  additional  pain  of  that  short  time 
was  well  worth  undergoing  for  the  Chance  of  saving  the 
Limb,  even  if  they  should  be  obliged  to  amputate  the  Thigh. 
The  other  Gentle'n  insisted  on  the  impracticability  of  the  ex- 
tirpation. They  further  said  that  the  blood  was  contamina- 
ted by  the  Cancerous  humour,  and  that  any  operation  would 
accelerate  the  patient's  death  ;  and  that  if  the  Thigh  was 
taken  off  he  could  not  survive  three  Days.  Under  this  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  the  other  Gentle'n  and  Dr.  Jay, 
the  Patient,  as  we  have  said,  wasted  away,  while  the  Tumor 
increased  to  a  prodigious  size,  rising  three  or  four  Inches 
above  the  surface  of  the  Thigh,  and  covering  a  great  part  of 
it.  In  this  condition  the  Colonel  desired  Dr.  Jay  to  perform 
any  operation  he  pleased  upon  him,  that  he  might  have  a 
chance  for  Life.  The  Dr.  consented,  but  advised  the  Colonel 
to  sepd  for  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Amboy,  saying  that  if  that  Gen- 
tleman's opinion  coincided  with  his  own,  it  would  be  a  satis- 
faction to  the  Colonel,  as  well  as  a  satisfaction  and  seicuritv 
to  himself,  in  case  the  operation  should  not  succeed;  but  as- 
sured him,  that  if  the  Dr.  also  should  be  of  the  same  opinion 
with  the  other  Gentlemen,  he  would  nevertheless,  at  the  Colo- 
nel's request,  undertake  the  operation.  Dr.  Johnson,  on  his 
coming  to  town,  examined  the  part  by  himself,  and  immedi- 
ately gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  Tumor  ought  to  have 
been  cutout  at  first,  and  that  it  could  be  taken  av^^ay  with 
safety'.  The  day  following,  Dr.  Jay  performed  the  operation, 
without  any  effusion  of  blood  or  any  other  Accident  happen- 
ing. The  wound  healed  up  very  kindly,  and  in  two  months 
or  Ten  weeks'  time  it  was  cicatriced,  and  the  Patient,  ex- 
cepting weakness,  walked  as  well  as  ever.  When  the  opera- 
tion was  over,  Dr.  Jay  observed  one  or  two  small  hard  spots, 
which  had  escaped  the  knife.  He  pointed  them  out  to  the 
other  Gentlemen,  and  proposed  to  take  them  away,  which 
the  other  Gentlemen,  on  examining  the  part,  objected  to, 
saying  the  hardnesses  were  only  the  effect  of  pressure  from 
the  weight  of  the  Tumor,  that  they  would  resolve  with  the 
suppuration,  and  therefore  it  was  unnecessary  to  put  the  Pa- 
tient to  further  pain.  In  the  course  of  the  cure.  Dr.  Jay  pro- 
posed to  apply  medicine  to  waste  those  hardnesses,  and  to 
.  put  the  patient  under  a  course  of  alterative  medicines,  both 
of  which  were  pronounced  by  all  the  other  Gcutlu-meu  lo  be 
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unnecessary,  and  were  not  therefore  done.  The  Colonel  en- 
joyed good  health  months  after  the  wound  closed,  and 
lived  as  usual.  A  small  Lump  then  rose  on  the  cacatrix, 
broke,  discharged  a  little,  and  then  the  little  orifice  healed  up 
level  with  the  rest  of  the  cicatrix.  Two  or  three  weeks  af- 
terwards the  Scune  thing  happened,  excepting  that  the  orifice 
did  not  heal  up.  In  that  state  he  came  to  Town.  Dr.  Jay 
then  examined  it  twice,  but  a  misunderstanding  ensuing  be- 
tween the  Colonel  and  him,  he  never  saw  him  afterwards. 

LETTER  FROM  JOSEPH  MICO.* 

London,  the  12th  September,  L761. 
Mr.  James  De  Peyster  :  t 

Sir  : — The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  you,  4th 
J^ly,  per  Capt.  Davis,  to  which  refer.  I  have  now  before 
me  your  favour  of  the  ^Oth  May,  and  observe  its  contents. 
The"  two  Bills  of  Exchange  for  .£120,  and  £20  mentioned  in 
my  last,  are  paid  and  past  to  your  Credit,  and  I  have  debited 
you  £150  ;  made  good  by  your  order  to  Wm.  Axtell,  Esqr., 
and  also  £550,  for  Bills  drawn  on  me  by  Messrs.  Frexch 
and  De  Peyster, |  of  Rouen,  on  your  acco't.  I  had  a  letter 
fr..m  them,  dated  the  17th  July,  advising  they  should  have 
occasion  for  four  or  five  hundred  more  on  your  acco't,  and 
.  desiring  me  to  acquaint  them,  when  I  should  be  further  in 
Cash  for  you.  They  advised  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Axtell  and 
his  Lady,  at  Rouen  ;  that  she  had  been  pretty  hearty  since 
she  had  been  there,  but. Mr.  Axtell  had  been  much  indispo- 


*Thi3  and  the  followinjj  letters  are  printed,  not  for  their  intrinsic  value, 
but  in  the- hope  tliat  they  may  lead  to  the  discovery  of  more  facts  with 
regard  to  the  De  Peystek  family  in  England,  and  at  Rouen  in  France. 

t  According  to  Jas.  de  P.  Ogdex,  this  James  de'Petstep.,  my  great 
grandfather,had  at  one  time  forty-tive  ships  (vessels?)  upon  the  seas,  a  great 
many  of  which  were  captured  by  tlte  Frencli  Privateers,  or — to  give  them 
their  more  proper  title — Corsairs,  or  legalized  Pirates,  for  such  they  were, 
and  no  better  at  this  period,  so  disastrous  to  honest  merchants.  From  a 
a  Schedule  of  his  personal  property,  which  I  have  examined,  which  de- 
velops about  *250,000  wonh  of  personal  property  not  invested  in  busi- 
ness, he  must  have  been  immensely  wealthy  for  the  period  in  which  he 
lived.  I  should  estimate  his  property  at  fro'm  $700,000  to  $SOO,OOTJ.  The 
Revolutionary  war,  however,  following  upon  the  Wars  between  France 
and  England,  made  sad  havoc  with  this — at  that  time — enormous  m.iss  of 
property,  and  proves  how  difficult  it  is  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  .the  real 
wealth  of  an  enterprising  merchant,  until  he  has  retired  from  businesa  and 
realized  his  assets. — (J.  W.  ue  P.) 

XThis  must  he  the  husband  of  Madame  ADIilANA  JACQUAMINA 
V.iXDEniTULST  LE  PEYSTER,  uhoae  cciil  is  printed  at  I'wjcs 
20S-"9,  iv.^ra. 
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sed  with  a  bad  cold,  but  was  thought  to  be  growing  belter. — 
The  Pacquet  mentioned  in  ray  last,  designegl  to  be  sent  you 
by  Governor  Hardy,  was  not  sent  by  him,  but  b}'  the  Eari, 
OF  Sterling,  (formerly  Wm.  Alexander,  Esqr.,  of  New 
York,)  who  embarked  with  His  Excellency  on  board  His 
Majesty's  ship  Alcide,  and  promised  to  take  care  of  it,  and 
deliver  it  to  you  on  his  arrival ;  it  contained  (besides  what 
was  mentioned)  a  Pacquet  directed  to  Mr,  John  Tell,  and 
another  directed  to  Mr.  Gerrard  G.  Beekman,  which  doubt 
not  but  you  will  have  rec'd,  long  ere  this  reaches  you.  I 
have  not  seen  Mr.  Cotes,  to  enquire  about  the  Flags  of 
Truce,  taken  by  the  Trent  Man-of-\Var  ;  I  waited  several 
times  by  appointment,  to  meet  him  at  his  Proctor's,  but  he 
disappointed  me,  and  I  think  he  is  now  out  of  Town,  and 
has  been  for  some  time  ;  however,  I  told    the  Proctor,  that 

as  your  '■ —       [Letter  of  Marque   or  Privateer?]  Hope; 

Capt.  Johnson  was  present  at  and  concerned  in  the  Capture 
of  those  Vessels,  it  was  expected  that  she  should  come  in 
for,  and  draw,  her  proportion  of  the  Proceeds  of  the  Pri- 
zes, and  as  no  person  had  as  yet  appeared  on  behalf  of 
Capt.  Johnson,  or  his  owners,  I  vi^ould  undertake  to  do  it, 
and  engage  to  be  accountable  for  the  Hope's  proportion  of 
the  Charges,  and  desired  him  to  act  accordingly.  He  said 
it  was  sufficient,  and  nothing  should  be  done  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, any  ways  prejudicial  to  your  claim  or  Interest. — 
"The  Lords  of  Appeal  have  had  no  Board  for  some  tmie  past, 
being  retired  to  their  Country  Seats,  &c.,  during  the  Vaca- 
tion, and  will  hardly  meet  again  till  November  or  December, 
and  then  it  is  expected  these  Causes- will  soon  be  brought  to 
a  hearing,  so  that  you  will  please  to  regulate  yourself  ac- 
cordingly. 

I  purpose  shortly  to   write  you  again,  ami    now  conclude, 
assuring  you  that,  I  am,  with  much  esteem,  Sir, 

•  Your  most  Hum'le  Servt. 

JOSEPH  MICO. 

Wc  have  herewith  a  Letter  from   Mr.  Frederic  de  Pey- 
STER  ;  I  received  it  in  his  Letter  to  me,  dated  the  Uth  Aug'st. 


LETTER  FROM  JOHN  CLARKE. 

London,  3d  October,  1787. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  now  before  four  of  your  lelters,  which  remain  un- 
answered, of  the  following  dates,  viz :  24  June,  4  July,  19 
and  22  of  Aug'ii.     Yo  kttcr  arrived  this  day,   you    may'de- 
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pendoa  it,  Mrs.  Clarke  will  do  ye  best  she  can  to  please 
Mrs.  Charlton  in  ye  Glass  Lustres.  Capt.  Coupar  is  now 
here,  if  he  can  get  any  tolerable  Freight,  believe  he  will  be 
going  in  a  few  weeks,  if  he  should  think  (as  Mr.  Levixgston 
has  altered  his  mind)  he  will  be  a  proper  person  to  under- 
take ye  care  of  your  Lustres.  I  rather  wonder  3'ou  have  not 
mentioned,  in  any  of  your  letters,  particularly  those  dated 
in  August,  the  receipt  of  mine  ye  5th  May  last,  in  w'ch  1 
informed  you  (as  well  as  in  letter  sent  by  ye  Feb'ry  Packett 
ye  cost  and  Fate  of  your  Lott'y  Tickett,  and  also  inclosed 
you  Coll.  Axtell's  letter,  and  have  since  sent  you  a  copy 
of  my  letter  of  ye  5  May,  in  July  last.  I  am  sorry  to  con- 
firm ye  acc't,  sent  before,  that  ye  Ticket  proved  a  Blank  on 
being  examined  at  ye  Exchequers.  Two  or  three  letters 
have  passed  between  Col.  Axtell  and  me,  but  have  never 
seen  him  in  course,  have  nothing  new  to  inform  you  relating 
to  him.  I  note  in  yours  of  ye  24  June,  you  mention  having 
drawn  ior  £'2S:  10  :  S  iu  favor  of  Messrs.  Ludlow  &  Goold, 
it  is  accepted,  and  will  be  paid  in  a  few  days.  The  Carpel 
ygu  wrote  for  ye  4th  Julv,  was  a  few  days  since  put  on 
board  ye  ''Four  Friends^''  Capt.  Douglas,  w'ch  we  wish  safe 
to  hand,  and  hope  will  meet  your  approbation.  When  your 
bill  ot  <£1U0,  w'ch  you  advise  is  yours  of  ye  19th  Aug'st, 
you  intend  drawing  arrives,  you  may  depend  on  its  being 
duely  honored.  We  have  been  in  daily  expectation  of  hear- 
ing from  Mr.  Bailey  ever  since  December  last,  when  you 
write  nex  shall  be  oblieed  to  you  to  inform  us,  how  he  is 
going  on,  for  there  is  a  balance  due.  only  Pel  had  on  Bai- 
ley &  Hicifs'  acc't  in  June,  1784,  besides  near  <£70  of  his 
own  had  in  May,  1786.  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  tho'  a 
very  odd  Man,  we  have  been  led  to  think  he  has  Principle  at 
ye  bottom,  and  shall  be  sorry  to  be  mistaken.  (I?^  Mr.  De 
Peyster,*  who  now  resides  at  Hull,  we  have  ye  pleasure  of 
seeing  two  or  three  times  in  ye  course  ofj^eyear  ;  his  stay 
in  Town  isgetierally  so  short,  we  scarce  get  more  of  his  com- 
pany than  for  one  Fily  [Family]  Dinner,  and  now  and  then 
keep  him  long  enough  for  a  Rubber  at  Whist. ..^  Mrs. 
Clarke  and  Mr.  Jacam  (my  son  is  on  a  journey)  unite  witli 
me  in  kindest  respects  to  self  and  your  good  Lady. 

Believe  me,  Dr.  Sir,  Yr.  sincere  and  unalterable  Frd. 

JOHN  CLARKE. 

[Without  Address  and  Endorsement.] 


TTFRRE  OUILLA  UME  DE  PEYSTER.    (See  9th  line,  Tertjrom 
loLt^m  of  I'li'jc  7,  tfuyra.) 
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SIR  JAMES  JAY*  TO  JAMES  DE  PEYS'rER,!  ESQ. 

Sr.  James  Jay.  Coinpts.  to  Mr.  DePevster  and  family 
He  will  continue  in  town  all  dayUo-moirow,  and  begs  Mr. 
De  Peyster  will  come  to  town  as  early  in  the  "day  as  he 
can,  as  he  is  very  desirous  of  consulting  with  Mr.  De  Pey- 
ster about  commencing  a  Lawsuit  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Lands  appertaining  to  their  present  possessions  in  Hackcn- 
sack  [N.  J.]  Mr.  De  Peyster's  share  of  which  Lands  rrjay 
be  estimated  at  about  §1000.  At  a  Trial  that  was  formerly 
had  about  the  Lands,  a  verdict  was  given  in  our  favor,  but 
Mr.  Chambers  neglected  afterwards  to  complete  the  busi- 


ness. 


.  I  am  told  Mr.  Nelson  has  lately  paid  £1000  on  his  Debt. 
Tuesday,  June  iOfh,  17SS. 

N.  B.  Rec'd  the  Letter  by  Mr.  Warne,  9  o'clock  Thursday 
dvening.  ye  12th  Inst. 

Helen  L.  [Livingstonl,  Wife  of  Frederic 
de  Peyster  (1st)  to  Samuel  Hake,  Rhine- 
beck. 

Endorsed: — '■'■The  Last  Letttr  from  mij  Dear  and  Onhj 
Sister"  S(c. 

Hope,  my  dear  Brother,  however  false,  is  the  most  saluta- 
ry ingredient  in  the  Cup  of  Life  ;  it  is  that  hojje,  that  has  led 
me  to  wish  tor  a  water  excursion.  Your  dear  Brother,  Eliza 
Stuyvesaxt,  Nurse  and  William,  go  with  me  to  R(h)ode 
Island.  We  sail  to-morrow  morning.  I  know  you  will  offer 
up  your  prayers  to  the  Almighty,  that  the  jaunt  may,  through 
His  Blessed  assistance,  restore  me  to  the  best  of  Husbands 
and  dear  babes.  Oh  Samey,  to  leave  you  all — such  dear 
and  tender  Ties — 1  cannot  reconcile.  God,  of  His  infinite 
mercy  alone,  must  give  me  fortitude  to  bare  under  it. 

Adieu  !  Kiss  ray  dear  boys  when  you  see  them,  and  be- 
lieve me  to  be  your  affectionate  Sister.         H.  L.  DE  P.* 

New  York,  July  7th,  180  L 

*S&n  of  PETER  JAY  and  MART  VAX  CORTLAXDT,  and  come- 
guently    lit  cousin   of  JAMES  BE  PEYSTER.      He  was  knighted  by 
.  GEORGE  III.,    on    the  presentation  of  an   aMress  fro^m  King's  [now 
Columbia]  College^  in  the  City  oj"  Few  York. 

iJAMES  DE  PEYSTER.  my  great  grandfather,  vas  the  eldest  son  of 
ABRAHAM  [Ut]  DE  PEYSTER  and  MARGARET  VAN  CORT- 
LANDT,  the  lister  of  Sir  JAMES  JAY'S  mother. 

XMy  dear  grandmother,  great  grand  daughter  of  GILBERT  LIVING- 
STON', 2'1  son  of  ROBERT  the  first  Lord  of  Liiiwjston  Mamrr.  him- 
self Proprietor  of  the  Lower  Mano-r. 


•        .  236  . 

A  New  Medley,''  respectfully  addressed  to 
Daniel  the  Tanner. 

RECITAVIVE.      *  V 

When  baleful  Envy,  veil'd  in  Bliss, 

Shuns  Virtue's  piercing  eye, 
His  ghastly  wide-extended  grin, 

And   haggard  jaws  decry 
The  lurking  Fiend  within. 

AIR. 

Come  then,  all  ye  social  Powers, 
Shed  your  influence  o'er  us, 
:j       Blast  this  ugly  bliss  of  ours. 
Let  him  no  more  bore  us. 

Pins  and  Needles,  Shoes  and  Boots, 

Tobacco,  and  a  Dram,  Sir  ; 
The  Peddling  Chieftain — all  want  ,suits, 

The  Pack  he's  shell'd  to  cram.  Sir. 

*  RECITATIVE. 

But  yonder,  see,  he  comes,  the  Hero  Bluff, 

Withhuge  Fur  coat,  and  monstrous  Bear  Skin  Muff. 

Thus  deck'd  his  outside,  and  his  Skull  contains 
■An  half  harsh'd  mess  of  divers  sorts  of  Brains. 

The  Commy  Lawyer,    Counseller,  and  Judge, 
Furnish  Conjunct,  the  Head  of  Gaffer  Grudge. 

AIR. 

Yankee  Doodle's  come  to  Town, 

For  to  sit  in  Council, 
Charg'd  with  Pettifogging  Quirks, 

Which   his  Pudding  Sconce  fill. 

Big  with  Consequential  Pride,  _^ 

He  swells  like  Toad  in  Garden, 
■  And  Spits  his  Spleen  at  Better  Folks, 
Who  bear  his  Honor  hard  on. 


*The  compiler  is  not  aware  to    what   this  refers.     All  that  he   knows 
is,  that  it  is  one  of  the  doggerels  to  inhirh    the  Itevolutionary  War  gave 

birth^  and   a    tn'nmnd  frq>iil.i,r^t)i. 


i  •-! 
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In  Sunbury  a  Demi-God, 

He  thundered  at   the  Bench  O  ! 
A  while  he  rul'd  by  wink  and  Nod ' 

As  Seignicy  Grand,  his  Wench  O. 

But  Time  who  lifts  the  Curtain, 

Or  earlier  or  later, 
Soon  shew'd  this  Ignis   Fatuus 

Was  only  a  false  Meteor. 


RECITATIVE. 

Rous'd  by  their  Wrongs,  his  Brother  Judges   warm, 
Begun  to  look,  to  think,  to  speak,  to  arm, 

And  with  less  Violence  and  Party  Zeal, 
To  Pay  with  Interest  the  Blows  they  feel. 

AIR. 

(Roast  Beef  of  Old  England,)  : 

Whilst  CarletoxX,  the  Good  and  the  Great,    fills  the 
Chair 
Of  New  Brunswick,    whose    laws    are  Ludlow's 
Chief  Care, 
The  Province  with  Gratitude  look  tq  the  Pair, 
As  Jewells  received  from  old  England — 
Wise,  Virtuous,  and  rigidly  Just. 

Then  let  us  look  up,  for  Protection  alone,  ^ 

To  the  Power  deputed  to  rule  from  the  Throne, 

Who  feels  all  our  Sorrows  as  part  of  his  own, 
And  governs  by  Laws  of  Old  England — 
Wise,  Virtuous,  and  rigidly  Just. 


Births  of  Grandfather  (Col.  de  Heer  Abra- 
ham) de  Peyster's  Children.-~1684-1709. 

1684. — Colonel  Abraham  de  Peyster  (see  Pages  23a26, 
and42a46,  &c.  &c.,  supra,)  was  married  to  his  Wife,  Cath- 
arine DE  Peyster,  the  5th  April,  1684.  The  former  was 
Born  the  8th  Julv,  1657,  N.  S.,  and  the  latter  was  Born  the 
19th  July,  1665,'0.  S. 


here 


On  Sunday,  the  13th  September,  1684,  they   both  arrived 

re,  in  New  York,  in  the  Ship  Nao  YorJc  Fink, 
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,  1685.— On  Munday,  the  6th  July,  1685,  at  3  o'clock, 
was  Born  our  Eldest  Son  Johan-nes  [lst(|2)  page  26,  supra], 
and  was  baptized  the  J 2th  ditto,  by  Dora  :  H.  Selixus. 
Mr.  NicH.  Bayard  was  God  Father,  and  Mother  Cornelia 
DE  Peyster  [wife  of  Johannes  (1st)],  God  Mother. 

.    1686. — On  Thursday  the  September,  1686,  about  3 

o'clock  P.M., departed  this  Life,  our  Son  Johannes,  (1st)  and 
was  buried  the ditto.  •  ,     -  - 

The  30th  October,  1686,  on  Saturday,  was  Born  our  Sec- 
ond Son  Johannes,  [(2d)  {io,)  p.  26,  supra,]  about  4  o'clock 
P.  M.,  and  was  baptized  on  Sunday,  by  Dom  :  Henricus 
Selinus.  Mr.  Nicholas  Bayard  was  God  Father,  and 
Mother  Cornelia  de  Peyster,  God  Mother. 

1688. — The  7th  September,  1688,  on  Friday,  was  Born 
our  first  daughter,  Catharine,  [see  (§1),  page  26,  supra,] 
about  5  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  was  baptized,  on  Sunday,  by 
Dom :  Henricus  Selinus.  My  Brother-[in-Law],  Jan 
Spratt  [read  (tl,  Maria,)  pp.  21  and  22,  supra,]  was  God 
Father,  and  Madam  Jredict  Bayard,  God  Mother. 

1690.— The  2d  January,  1690,  about  12  o'clock  at  night, 
departed  this  Life,  our  second  Son,  Johannes,  (2d)  and  was 
buried  the  ditto. 

The  7th  November,  1690,  Friday,  about  9  o'clock  A.  M., 
was  born  our  third  Son,  and  was  baptized  Abraham,  the 
9th  ditto,  in  my  house,  by  Dom:  Pier[re]  Dalje.  God 
Father,  Isaac  de  Peyster,  [see  (*4),  page  22?]  ;  God 
Mother,  my  Mother,   Cornelia  de  Peyster. 

J 692. — The  3d  April,  1692,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  was 
Born  our  Fourth  Son,  and  was  baptized  the  7th  ditto,  Johan- 
nes, (3d,)  [see  (to),  page  26,  supra,]  by  Dom  :  Selinus. 
God  Fathers,  Johannt:s  de  Peyster  and  John  Jackson, 
of  London  ;  and  God  Mother,  my  sister,  Maria  de  Peyster, 
[Mary  vanBaten,  see  page  22,  (*4,)  supra,]  Wife  of  Isaac 
de  Peyster.]  / 

1693. — The  4th  December,  3693,  on  Munday  afternoon, 
departed  this  Life,  our  Son,  Abraham  (1st),  and  was  buried 
the  7th  ditto. 

1694. — The  26th  July,  being  Thursday,  in  the  morning, 
was  "born  our  second  Daughter,  Elizabeth,  [See  (^2),  page 
26,  supra,]  and  was  baptized  pmo.  August,  by  Dom  :  Hen- 
ricus Selinus.  God  Father,  Mr.  Chidley  Brooks  ;  and 
God  Mothers,  His  Excellency,  Governor  [of  the  Province  of 

12     . 
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New  York,  &c.,  Colonel,]  Fletcher's   Lady,  Elizabeth, 
and  Madam  Esaus.  . 

1696. — The  28th  August,  on  Friday  night,  about  11  o'clock, 
was  Born  our  fifth  Son,  being  the  7th  Child,  and  baptized  the 
30th  ditto,  Abraham,  (2d,)  [see  pages  28  and  29,  supra,] 
byDom:  Henricus  Selinus.  God  Father,  Cornelius  de 
Peyster  ;  and  God  Mother,  Johanxa  (Anna)  D'  Peyster, 
Wife  of  my  Brother,  John  D'  Peyster.  [See  (*6),  page 
22,  supra.] 

1698. — The  17th  October,  Munday,  about  4  o'clock  in  the 
Morning,  was  Born  our  third  Daughter,  being  the  Eighth 
Child  ;  and  was  baptized  the  23d  ditto,  by  the  name  of  Ma- 
ry, [see  (§3),  page  26,  supra,]  by  Dom  :  H.  Selinus.  God 
Father,  Lieut.-Governor  [of  the  Province  of  New  York, 
&c.]  Nanfan  ;  God  Mother,  Lady  Bellemount,  [wife 
of  the  good  and  generous  Earl  of  Belloj^dnt,  Governor  of 
the  Provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts, 
&c.] 

1701. — The  13th  July,  Sunday  morning,  was  Born 
our  Fourth  Daughter,  Johanna,  (See  {^^A),  Page  26, 
supra,)  being  the  9th  Child,  and  was  baptized  the 
22d  ditto,  in  my  house,  by  Dom  :  Lupardes. 
God  Father,  Mr.  Weevir,*  Collector  (of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  &c.)  ;  and  God  Mother,  sisterANNA  de  Peyster, 
Brother  John's  Wife.     [See  ^6,  page  22,  supra.] 

1703. — The  25th  August,  was  Born  our  Fifth  Daughter, 
being  the  Tenth  Child,  and  was  baptized  Maria,  byDom: 
Walterus  De  Bois,  the  29th  ditto,  in  the  Church.  God  Fa- 
ther, Brother  [-in-Law]  David  Provoost,  and  God  Mother, 
sister  Maria  D'  Peyster,  wife  of  Brother  Cornelius  [See 
(*7),  pages  22  and  23,  supra,]. 

1706. — The  28th  February,  was  born  our  Sixth  Son,  being  , 
the   Elev^ith  Child,  and   was    baptized  Johannes,    (4th,) 
[see  (t6),  page  26,  supra,]  by  Dom.  Walterus  De  Bois. 
God  Father,  Brother    Johannes   de    Peyster,    and    God 
Mother,  Catharina  Britt.   , 

1706. — The  15th  September,  departed  this  Life,  our  Son, 
Johannes  (4th). 

.1707. — The  15th  January,  1706-7,  was  born  our  Seventh 
Son,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  baptized 
Pieter  GuiLLiAM,t  byDom.  De  Bois,   in  the  Church.     God 


*Thoma3  "Weaveb,  Attorney  General  and  Collector,  a  generous  citizen 
and  warm  friend. 

iSee  (IT),  Page  26,  supra. 
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Fathers,  Mr.  Peter  de  Peyster,  and  Isaac  de  Peyster  ; 
and  God  Mother,  Mrs.  Adriaxa  Jacquamina  [afterwards 
Vaxderhulst]  de  Peyster,  at  Rouen,  [see  pages  208  and 
209,  supra,],  Proxey,  Daughter  Catharixa  de  Peyster. 

1709. The  6th  May,  was  born   our   Eighth    Son,  John 

[Johannes  (5th,)  see  (|8),- page  36,  supra,]  being  the  Thir- 
teenth Child,  and  was  baptized  in  my  house  by  Dom  :  De 
Bois.  God  Father,  my  Lord  Lovelace's  Son,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Cockerill  ;  and  God  Mother,  my  Daughter  Catk- 

erina. 

(See  T[3,  Page  194,  supra.) 

Memorandum  of  the  Births  of  my— Abra- 
ham (2d)  de  Peyster-Sons  and  Baugh- 

^^^^'  .   New  York,  Anno  1722.    ■ 

(See  «iy7,  Page  194,  supra.) 

Born  of  a  Friday,— On  the  5th  of  Oct.  1722  ('3.?),  was  born 
my  First  Son,  about  2  of  the  Clock,  mornmg.  His  ^ame 
bein^  ABRAHAM,  [See  pages  28  and  29,  supra,].  Kis 
God^Father  beino-  ColL  JACOBUS  VAN  CORTLANDT, 
and  God  Mother,  CATHAPJNE  DE  PEYSTER,  and  was 
baptized  by  Mr.  GUALTERUS  DU  BOIS. 

Born  of  a  Thursday.— On  the  3d  day  of  December,  1724, 
about  Ten  a  Clock  in  the  morning,  was  born  my  Eldest 
Daughter,  named  EVE,  [See  (t2),  page  28,  supra,]  being  a 
TwiS  ;  ber  God  Father  being  FRED.  CORTLAISDT,  and 
God  Mother,  ANiN  VAN  CORTL'D.  On  ye  Same  day,  at 
11  of  the  Clock,  was  born  my  Second  Daughter,  Named 
CATHARINE,  [See  (tl),  page 28,  supra,]  ;  her  God  Father 
beincr  JOHN  HAMILTON,  [Governor  of  the  Provmce  ot 
New°  Jersey,]  and  God  Mother,  CATHARINE  VAN 
CORTLANDT,  and  baptized  by  Mr. 

Born  of  a  Sunday.— On  the  6th  day  of  February,  1725, 
('6,?)  was  born  my  son  JAMES,  [See  pages  29  and  34,  su- 
pra,] at  Six  of  the  Morning.  His  God  Father  bemg  Coll. 
JACOBUS  VAN  CORTLANDT  ;  his  God  Mother  being 
ELIZABETH  HAMILTON,  [wife  of  Governor  JOHN 
HAMILTON,]  and  baptized  by  Domine  ■ • 

Born  of  a  Friday.— On  the  19th  of  October,  between  the 
hours  of  Eleven  and  Ty^lve   at  night,  was    born   my   son 
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PIERRE,  (1st,)  [See  (f3),  Dage  28,  supra,]  ;  his  God  Fathpp 
being  Brother  PIERRE  DE  PEYSTER  ;  and  God  Mother 
MARY  VAN  CORTLANDT,    and    was    Baptized    by  Mr' 
BOEL.       \ 

Born  of  a  Thursday. — On  the  14th  of  November,  17.2S, 
between  3  and  4  in  the  afternooiT,  was  born  my  daughter 
MARGARETA,  [See  (t3),  pase  28,  supra,]  ;  her  God  Fa- 
ther beihg  PHILIP  VAN  CORTLANDT,  and  God  Mother 
sister  ANN  DE  PEYSTER,  and  was    baptized  by  Dom. 


Born  of  a  [t^ay]. — On  the  27th  day  of  Mai>ch,  1730, 

was  born  my  Son  PIERRE  {2d),  [See  (14),  page  28,  supra,] 
his  God  Father  being  PIERRE  DE  PEYSTER,  and  God 
Mother  FRANCES  VAN  CORTLANDT,  and  was  baptized 

by  Dom. . 

i 

Born  of  a  Thnrsdny. — On  the  8lh  day  of  April,  I73I,  about 
7  of  the  Clock  in  the  evening,  was  born  my  Son  FREDER- 
IC,* [See  (t5), pane  28,  supra]  ;  his  God  Father  being  PETER 
JAY,  and  God  Mother,  FRANCES  VAN  CORTLANDT, 
and  was  baptized-  by  Dom. -. 

Born  of  a  Thursday. — On  the  1st  (2dr)  day  of  January, 
1733-'4,  about  four  a  Clock  in  the  afternoon,  was  born 
EVE,  (2d,)  [See  (M),  page  29,  supra,]  ;  her  God  Father 
being  ADOLPH  PHILIPUS,  [See  last  line,&c.  Text,  p.  118 
supra,]  and  God  Mother,  being  ANN  VAN  CORTLANDT. 

Born  of  a  Tuesday.^ — On  the  26th  of  August,  1735,  was 
born  my  Daughter  Mx-^RY",  [See  (^5),  page  29,  supra,]  about 
7  in  the  Ev^ening  ;  her  God  Father  bein"  STEPHEN  VAN 
CORTLANDT,  (son.^)  of  PHIP.  VAN  CORTL'D  ;  her  God 
Mother  being  CORNELIA  DE  PEYSTER,  wife  of  PIERRE 
DE  PEYSTER,  and  was  baptized. by  Dom. . 

.  Bornof  a  Sunday. — On  the  11th  day  of  September,  1737, 
was  born  my  Daughter  ELIZABETH,  [See  ijQ),  page  29, 
supra,]  between  Six  and  Seven  of  the  Clock,  in  the  Evening; 
her  God  Father  being  ISAAC  DE  PEY'STER,  and  God 
Mother,  ELIZABETH  HA^HLTON,  and  was  baptized  by 
Doraine   BOEL. 


;-  *I haze  his  spurs,  siher,  with  the  date,^759,  and  his  name  engraved 
thereupon. 
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SicPciJStcr  J"amily  Seal  anb  €oat  of  QVrms. 

(Seejiagcs  23,  NoU^  *•— 107-'S-'9-'10,  Text  and  Notes— 164.-' 5-6, 
'J"\     -^  *     ',     ..  Text  and  Note. ) 

When  I  commenced  the  compilation  of  the  Genealogicai. 
References,  I  found  myself  in  possession  of  the  Seal*  of 
my  grandfather,  Frederic  de  Peyster,  Esq.,  and  of  my 
gt.  gt.  great  grandfather,  Colonel,  de  Heer  CXbraliiim  be|3enstcr 
— in  general  effect  diflerent ;  whose  dissimilarity,  however, 
caused  me  no  uneasiness,  because  I  knew  that  the  former  had 
assumed  the  Arms  [with  the  Vultures  as  Supporters  and 
motto,  "'Dinn  spiro  spero,'" — [While  I  breathe  I  hope,]  to 
which,  he  added,  as  a  crest,  more  suitable  than  a  tree,  for  a 
soldier,  an  arm  in  armor  embowed  proper,  couped  at  or 
near  the  shoulder — for  the  crest,  according  to  true  heraldry 
— is  changeable  at  pleasure]  inasmuch  as  he  was  the  pre- 
sumptive heir  of  his  uncle  and  namesake  [godfather  ?] 
Frederic  de  Peyster  [See  to.  Page  28,  supra,]  who 
had  inherited  the  property  of  Madam  Adriaxa  Jacquamixa 
[Van  der  Hulst]  de  Peyster,  of  Rouen,  Normandy,  France. 
[See  Will,  Pages  20S-'9,  supra.] 

Judging  from  the  letter  of  James  de  Peyster,  Jr.,  [See 
Page  lOS,  supra,]  and  its  having  been  so  long  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  family,  I  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Seal  of  Colonel 
jDE  PEYSTER^vas  the  same  as  that  of  his  father  JOHAN- 
NES, and  of  his  ancestors  again  in  Europe,  until,  I  transla- 
ted the  letter  of  Johax  de  Peyster,  dated  Rotterdam,  27ih 
•March,  1705,  [See  Page  1G4,  supra,]  and  received  a  commu- 
nication from  Arent  S.  de  Peyster,  Esq.,  whose  facts  are 
detailed  in  Note  to  Pages  lG4-'5-'6,  supra,  which  led  me  to' 
suppose  that  originally — in  remote  times — there  were  no 
sheep  in  the  DE  PEYSTER  arms,  and  that  Colonel  Abra- 
ham bad  added  two,  grazing  under  the  tree  in  his  shield, 
either  on  account  of  inheriting  i^ropert}^  or  for  some  other 
good  reason — for  people  did  not  alter  their  coals  of  arms — 
if  they  had  a  right  to  bear  them — in  the  days  in  whicj:i  he 
lived,  without  some  sufficiently  important  reason.  Johx, 
[JoHANXES,  see  *6,  Page  22,  supra,]  at  the  same  time  that 
Abraham  made  this  addition,  if  he  made  it,  inserted  only 
one  sheep  in  his  shield. 


*In  an  inventory  of  jewelry  in  my  possession  (1857),  I  find  this  Seal  de- 
scribed as  follows  :  Seal,  gold  mounted,  De  Peyster  arms,  as  worn  by 
mx  grandfather,  Frererih  de  Peyster.  with  supporters,  cut  on  a  crys- 
tal, picked  upon  the  coast  of  Kanitr^chatka,  poli-^hed  in  Cauton,  China. 
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While  thus  reflecting  and  doubting,  I  learned  that  the 
Seal  of  JOHANNES— the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country- 
was  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Margaretta  S.  Martix,  a 
remote  collateral  connection  of  the  family.  This  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  Edward  Martix,  Esq.,  married  to  Marga- 
ret— eldest  daughter  of  Colonel  [afterward  Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral  James,  R.  A.,  who  married  Margaret,  eldest  daughter 
of  James  de  Peyster,  Esq.,  [See  James,  and  tl,  Page  29, 
supra]. 

•  The  coat  of  Arms  on  this  Seal  is  identical  with  the  coat  of 
arms  engraved  on  the  large  silver  punch-bowl  [See  fourth 
item,  List  (partial  9)  (/Silver,  Page  199,  supra,]  which 
belonged  to  Colonel,  de  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster, 
descended  to  my  grandfather,  Frederic  de  Peyster-,  and 
is  now  in  the  possession  of  my  eldest  uncle,  James  F.  de 
Peyster — who  is  the  oldest  representative  of  the  DE  PEY- 
STER family  in  this  country,  inasmuch  as  my  grandfather's 
elder  brother,  Abraham,  the  eldest  by  rights  of  primogeni- 
ture, died  the  subject  and  in  the  employment  of  the  British 
crown — with  this  difference,  that  in  the  pocJcet  seal  the  helmet, 
denoting  rank,  is  three-quarter  faced  [in  profile]  and  full- 
faced  on  the  punch-bowl. 

This  Seal,  taken  altogether,  is  quite  an  antiquarian  curi- 
osity— constituting  the  bottom  of  a  Silver  Box — 3  3-4  inches 
•  long  by  3-4,  13-16,  7-8,  inch  diameter,  for  the  convenient 
conveyance  of  wax,  pens,  &c.,  whose  top  is  likewise  beauti- 
fully engraved,  and  forms  a  second  seal  with  the  monogram 
of  Johannes  de  Peyster,  JDP,  repeated  and  intertwined  and 
embellished  with  other  beautiful  devices.  Antiquarians,  to 
.whom  I  have  shown  it,  pronounce  it  a  most  valuable  and 
interesting  relic,  dating,  at  latest,  from  the  XVIth  Century. 

The  manner  in  which  Miss  Martin  came  into  possession 
of  this  Seal,  is  as  follows — so  says  tradition —  :  In  J643, 
or  previous  to  1G45,  Johannes  [1st]  de  Peyster  arrived  at 
New  Amsterdam  [New  York],  bringing  this  Seal  with  him 
from  Holland.  From  him  it  descended,  or  was  presented, 
lo  Eva  [See  t2,  Page  2S,  supra,]  twin-eldest  daughter  of 
Abraham,  grandson  of  Johannes  [1st].  She  gave  it  to  her 
grand  niece,  daughter  of  James  de  Peyster  and  wife  of 
Colonel  James,  as  above  mentioned  ;  from  whom  it  desce:]d- 
ed  to  her  grand-daughter.  Miss  Martin,  who  sold  it  lo  me. 

,  That  any  of  the  de  Peysters,  who  may  hereafter 
visit  France  or  Holland,  may  be  in  the  possession  of  all  the 
information  which  I  have  acquired  from  time  to  time,  with 
reerard  to  the  familv  Arms,  in  order  to  assist  them  in  discov 
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ering  something  in  regard  to  oar  family  connections,  I  subjoin 
a  description  of  all  the  seals  now  in  my  possesion. 

First — Seal,  said  to  have  been  that  of  Johannes  [1st]  de 
Peyster,  and  to  date  from  the  XVIth  century — Shield,  Oval, 
[designated  Italian  shape*  in  Books  of  Heraldry]  Silver, 
charged  with  a  tree  _propcr,  roots  exposed,  i.  e.  displayed,  as 
if  torn  from  ihe  ground,  surmounted  by  a  helmet,  three-quar- 
ter faced  profile,  denoting  nobility.  These  arms  are  identi- 
tical  with  an  engraving  equally  old,  of  the  de  Peyster  arms 
on  the  punch-bowl  above  mentioned,  vv^ith  the  exception  that 
in  the  latter  the  helmet  is  full-faced,  whose  bars  however 
likewise  denote  the  same  degree  of  rank,  i.  e.  nobility. 

5econ(i— Seal  of  Colonel,  de  Heer  Abraham  de  Peyster 
— Shield,  shape  designated  Frenchf  in  the  Books  of  Heraldry, 
terminating  below  in  two  curved  lines  meeting,  silver,  charg- 
ed with  two  sheep  feeding  under  a  tree  _^?ro2?er,  surmounted 
by  a  helmet  denoting  nobility — such,  I  have  been  informed, 
as  Chevaliers  have  a  right  to  display  at  this  time  in  Belgium 
-—or  rather  haute  noblesse,  Count  or  Baron,  which  is  not  per- 
fectly certain,  as  age  has  somewhat  blurred  the  engraving  as 
to  the  bars,  whether  four  or  five. 

Third — Seal,  copied  from  the  one  used  by  my  grandfather 
Frederic  de  Peyster,  imperfectly  described  at  page  1, 
supra, — Shield,  Sliver,  shape|of  shields  generally  assigned 
in  pictures  and  engravings,  to  Knights,  and  displayed  in 
the  arms  of  this  State — New  York — charged  with  two  sheep 
feeding  under  a  tree — a  linden  tree? — crest,  an  arm,  in  ar- 
mor, embowed  proper,  couped  midway  between  the  elbow 
and  shoulder — or  at  the  shoulder  ? — brandishing  a  straight 
sword  ;  Supporters,  vultures  poised  or  rather  perched  on 
branches  of  palm. ^  (Motto  used  by  him — F.D.P.— "Dum  spiro 
spero.'^  Not  in  Seal,  hov/ever.) 

Fourth — An  engraved  copy  of  the  Seal,  or  rather  Arms,  of 
my  grandfather  Frederic  de  Peyster:  exactly  the  same 
as  the  second,  except  that  there  are  no  sheep  in  the  shield 
under  the  tree,  and  likewise  no  motto. 

*For  shape  of  this  shield,  see  arms  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany^  {Fig.  lb) 
and  arras ^of  the  King  of  Sjjuin,  (Fig.  9,)  Flate  2S,  Division  IV,  History 
and  Ethnology,  Iconographio  Enctclop.edia  i  likewise  Arms  of  tlie 
King  of  Wurternherg,  (Fig:  5,)  and  Prince  of  Liechtenstein,  (Fig.  27,) 
Flnte  29.— Ibid. 


fOr  rather  Eollandish^  for  the  shape  of  the  shield  is  exactly  the  same 
as  that  in  the  arms  of  H.  R.  M.  the  KrsG  of  Hollaxd,  or  more  properly 
the  King  of  toe  ISETHEKr.AXDs,  {Fig.  0,  Plate  2S,  Ibid.) 

JFor  sha'pe  of  this  shield  see  the  Arms  of  the  Grand  Duke'  of  Hesse- 
Darmstadt,  {Fig.  8,)  and  of  the  Prince  of  HoTiemollem-Hechingen  {Fig.  2,) 
Plate  27,  Ibid.  . 
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\Ft/?A— Drawing  OF  Seal  of  Count  de  Pester,  which 
Professor  Roe^^ier— [See  Letter,  Pages  ISl-'o,  supra]— says 
is  the  same  as  de  I^^yster.  This  sketch  in  pencil  \va> 
brought  out  by  Arext  Schuyler  de  Peyster,  Esq.,  to 
whom  it  was  furnished  by  Mr.'  Martin,  an  oflBcer  in  ihc 
Herald's  of&ce— See  Note,  Pages  164-'5-'6,  and  T[,  (Page 
165,  Note.)  Page  1S9,  supra— and  ai'terwards  King  at  Arms, 
London.  Shield,  silver,  shape  French,  same  as  the  first  de- 
scribed, charged  with  a  tree  proper— tlie  tree  the  same  as  that 
in  the  first  and    second  described.  *  ; 

:  Of  this  Count  DE  PESTER,  were  we  possessed  of  no  other 
information,  we  would  find  an  interesting  allusion  to  him  in  Le 
Baron's  popular  work,  in  French,  "La  Belgique,  Momi- 
tnentale,  Historique  et  Pktoresque"  &c.  Bnuxelles,  1844  ; 
Vol  n.  255-'7.  Province  d'Anvers,  Turxhout.  It  ap- 
pears that  in  1678,  Messire  JULIEN  DE  PESTER,  a  very 
rich  nobleman  of  the  Netherlandsj  became  possessed  ot  the 
Barony  of  Turnhout,  erected  into  a  Duchy  by  the  Empress 
Maria  Theresa,  in  1753,  and  presented  it  to  her  Privy 
Councillor,  the  Duke  of  Sylva  Tarouca,  Knight  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  who  sold  it  to  Messire  de— Remark  in  this 
connection  the  Note,    De   Heer— Page  23,  supra— Ridder, 

RlTTER,       SlECxNEUR,       SlEUR,       MeSSIRE,      SiRE.       &C.— DE 

PESTER,  thereupon  created  Count  of  Turnhout  and 
SenefFe,  whose  family  retained  possession  of  this  domain 
until  the  provincial  demarkations  of  the  Netherlands  and 
even  almost  all  the  ancient  landmarks  of  that  country  \yere 
obliterated  by  the  inburst  of  the  demorahzing  armies  of  the 
first  French  Republic  in  1793,  and  the  changes  and  usur- 
pations consequent  thereon. 

On  comparison  and  examination  it  will  be  found  that  the 
tree  in  the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth  seals  are  the  same,  the 
sheep  being  simply  an  addition  in  the  second  and  third.  Nor 
does  the  tree  in  the  second,  third,  fourth  and  fifth,  difier  in 
general  appearance  from  that  of  the  first,  except  that  in 
the  four  first  mentioned  cases  it  is  growing  naturally, 
whereas  in  the  fourth  it  is  plucked  up  by  the  roots.  And, 
after  all,  the  shield  is  the  only  point  of  importance,  for  crests 
carl  be  changed  and  assumed  at  pleasure. 

Now,  as"  a  mere  hypothesis,  the  tree  niay  originally 
have  been  displayed  growing  naturally,_  while  the  family 
were  still  enjoying  their  homesteads  in  peace  ;  w^hen 
driven  from  France(r)  by  religious  persecution,(1572?)  the  DE 
PEYSTERS  may  have^depicted  it  torn  up  by  the  roots 
-  to  designate  and  commemorate  their  forced  separation  from 
their  native  land ;  and  then,  when  once  more   established  in 
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Holland,  in  a  congenial  Protestant  country,  their  descend- 
ants may  have  caused  it  to  resume  its  first  appearance,  and 
added  the  sheep  in  allusion  to  the  derivation  of  the  name, 
(PASTEUR  ?)  or  to  the  original  source  of  the  family's  wealth 
or  occupation  as  Lords  of  the  Manor,  possessors  of  exten- 
sive and  valuable  fleece-producing  flocks? 

When  I  sav  the  be  Pey.sters  came  originally  from  France, 
I  do  not  by  any  means  wish  to  be  understood  they  are  of 
Celtic  extraction,  for  I  have  never  heard  of  any  ot  the  name 
in  any  province  of  France,  whose  population  are  not  of  Saxon 
or  Scandinavian  origin.  Thus  we  hear  of  a  Coufit  de  Pey- 
STER,  and  others  of  the  name,  in'  Franche-Comte,  which  did 
not  become  an  integral  portion  of  France  until  1674-'8. 
Previous  to  that  time  it  constituted  a  portion  of  the  old 
Ducliy  of  Burgundy  and  Austrian  Netherlands.  We  likewise 
know' that  one  or  two  DE  Peysters  possessed  ample  means 
in  Normandy,  and  one  resided,  periodically  however,  at 
Na7}tcs,  in  Brittany.  In  fact,  I  have  been  advised  again  and 
again,  and  tradition  coincides  with  this  general  opinion,  that 
the  DE  Peysteus  will  find  their  arms  and  history  in  the 
mediaeval  and  subsequent  records  of  one  or  the  other  of  the 
provinces  of  the  old  Duchy  of  Burgundy. 

One  thing  is  certain  :  in  every  seal  which  displays  it,  the 
Jieaume  or  helmet  denoitts  the  same  rank,  haute  noblesse;  the 
tree  is  likewise  the  same  ;  and  letters,  150  years  old,  authen- 
'ticate  the  arms  now  in  use;  and  whatever  slight  changes 
may  have  taken  place,  none  whatever  have  occurred  during 
that  period.  Again  :  the  same  arms  engraved  on  the  second 
seal,  are  delineated  on  an  old  silver  tankard  in  the  possession 
of  my  uncle,  James  F.  de  Peyster,  which  belonged  to 
Colonel,  dc  fl^fcj- Abraham  de  Peyster  ;  and  the  same  arras 
are  repeated,  again  and  again,  on  preces  of  silver,  Vi-hich  are 
said  to  have  come  down  from  that  gentleman.  The  only 
piece  of  plate  which  displays  the  same  arras  as  those  depict- 
ed in  the  first  seal,  of  which  I  know,  is  the  Punch  Bowl 
already  alluded  to, — although  there  may  be  others,  which, 
as  is  the  case  with  the  weapons,  mentioned  in  the  Will  of 
Hon.  Abraham  (2d)  de  Peyster — (see  ^  Lastly,  page  215, 
supra) — have  passed  into  the  hands  of  collateral  branches  of 
the  family,  been  lost,  or  destroyed. 

William  Axtell  de  Peyster,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  lately 
deceased,  wrote  me,  some  time  since,  that  he  had  a  painting 
on  canvas  of  the  de  Peyster  arms.  With  regard  to  the 
spelling  of  the  name,  by  a  letter  from  ray  father,  Frederic 
DE  Peyster,  Esq,  dated  15th  January,  1857,  I  Icnrn  that 
be  saw,  on  that  very  day,  a  deed    on    parchment,  executed 
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by  Aem.  de  Peystek,  who   is  therein  described  as  Abra- 
ham DE  Pevster,  but  signs,  Ab' .  D'  Peyster. 

I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Europe,  stating  that  in 
the  Slehi' Allen- Stein  Armorial  du  Roymune  Belgiq-xe,  there 
are  two  Coats  of  Arms  of  De  Pestre  and  De  Pesters, 
which  name  Prof.  Roemer  says  was  identical  with  De  Pey- 
ster. The  constant  changes  in  the  spelling  of  a  language 
would  account  for  more  serious  alterations  in  a  name,  par- 
ticularly in  countries  where  ''  i  "'  subscrijJt,  and  accents, 
are  common,  and  copying,  for  that  reason,  easily  susceptible 
of  errors. 

About  fifty  years  since,  the  government  of  the  Netherlands 
enacted  a  law,  substituting  in  all  cases  "  ij  "  ( i  j)  for  "y," 
( y ),  abolishing,  as  It  were,  the  use  of  the  "y"  ;  and  the 
generality  of  families  adopted  the  new  spelling, — so  that 
"de  Peyster,"  woul^  now  be  spelled  in  Holland, 
J3t  ^pfljstcr.  The  earliest  signature  of  any  member  of  the 
family,  wliich  I  have  rnyself  seen,  is  that  of  C  o  r  x  e  l  i  a  ,- 
widow  of  the  first  JOHANNES — (see  page  179,  supra) — 
affixed  to  her  Will,  dated  23d  April,  1692 — (see  pnges  195- 
'6-'7,  supra) — at  which  date  the  name  is  spelled  de  Peyster, 
as  at  the  present  day.  v 

WATTS  FAMILY. 

Interesting   Incidents    connected    with 

the  Ifame. 

In  SuLLiVATi's  ''Historii  of  the  District,  of  Maine,''''  published 
at  Boston,  in  1795,  I  found  mention,  several  times,  of  a 
namesake  of  m}'-  mother's  father,  John  Watts,  of  Boston, 
who  settled,  in  1714,*  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebeck,  upon 
Arrowsike  Island,  or,  as  the  savages  called  it,  "Arrowseag," 
now  Arrowsic,  lying  between  the  peninsula,  or  island  known 
as  Phipsburgh,  and  Georgetown  Island,  of  which  his  (J.  W.'s) 
wife's  grandfather  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors.  la 
1660,  these  lands  were  sold  by  the  Indians  to  Roger  Spen- 
cer and  Major  Thomas  Clark,  who  likewise  conveyed  to 
them,  between  the  years  1649  and  1660,  all  the  lands  on 
the  river  ten  miles  on  each  side,  and  up  to  Neguamkeag 
and  Teconnett  Falls. 

I  mention  this,  because  this  John  Watts,  of  Boston, 
(whether  in  Old  England  or  in  Neio  England,  does  not  ap- 
pear,) who  had  married  a  grand-daughter  of  the  above  men- 

*In  coufonnity  M'ith  LegLslativc   enactment   of    1715,   several   persons 

eru'lj  ilic  next  >[)ri:iji;  rL-iurr.eu  a  ii:ilit;incv  ::nori  Irind-    at    *l:o   'nonth    ot 
the  river  Sasa'lahock.     '  '  • 
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lioned  Major  Clark,  carried  bricks  from  Med  ford,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, to  Georgetown,  and  erected  a  large  house,  with  two 
jlaivkarls,  bearing  cannon,  on  tlie  banks  of  the  river,  on  the 
I  "island,  at  a  place  now  called  Butler's  (Baker's)  Cove.  This 
I  hoiise  was  standing  in  the  year  ]770,  56  years  after,  but  the 
i  flankarts  (flankers)  were  taken  down  some  years  before. 
f  About  the  year  172S,  Major  DE>rNY  came  from  England, 
I  and  settled  there.  His  fort  was  very  near  the  house  erected 
'I  by  Watts.  Who  could  this  Watts  have  been?  Any  re- 
i  -lation  of  ours  ^  Doubtful.  He  must  have  been  a  man  ofconse- 
\  quence  and  means,  to  build  a  fortified  mansion,  and  mount 
i  it  with  cannont  in  that  remote  locality,  and  at  so  early  a  date. 
1  About  the  time  that  John  Watts   built   his  mansion,  an- 

j         other  house  was  erected  b}-  Mr.  Preble,  at  the   heard   of  the 
I  island. — (Read,  in  this  connection,  <^,  Arrowsick,  T.  bo.) 

I  In  the  spring  of  1815,  these  two  individuals  (Watts   and 

I  Preble),  Edward  Hutciiixson,  Esq.,  and  23  others,  being 

I  the  whole  number  in  the  whole  island,  petitioned  the  General 

J  .       Court  to  be  incorporated  into   a  town.     On    the    loih  June, 
I  171C,  Partner's  Island  (Nequasset  or  Nauscag    [now   Wool- 

I  wich]  )  and  Stage  Island,  Vv-e re  afterwards  added,  in  1741, 

I  Small  Point,  [now  Bath]  and  Phipsburgh,    and    Arrowsick, 

I  made  a  town  or    municipal    corporation    by    the    name  of 

I  Georgetown, 

While  on  this  subject,  I  propose  for  investigation,  on  the 
part  of  some  member  of  the  Watts  family  in  the  United 
States:  Was  Mf.  Watts,  who  negotiated  the  treaty  between 
..  the  celebrated  Lofd  Clive  and  Suragah  Dowlaii,  in  17-56- 
•  '7,  any  relative  of  that  family  f — (See  Harper's  New  Mis- 
cellany, XVII.,  Modern  Brilish  Plutarch,  page  82,  as  the  basis 
of  the  inquiry.)  * 

Flankarts. 

EXPLAXATIOX    OF  THE  WORD  "FLANKARTS"    OK     "FLANKERS," 

(used  ox  page  248.) 
Among  the  few  books  which  the  proprietor  of  the  Island  Hotel, 
at  South  West  Ilarbor,  Mount  Desert  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  had 
scattered  .about  his  house,  I  found  .several  old  and  rare  works,  which  were 
not  only  estrcmely  interesting  but  instructive.  Thus,  while  I  was  reflect- 
ing upon  what  Sii.livan  meant  by  'vi  lurge  kouse  icith  two  Flankauts," 
I  took  up  by  accident,  ^'■Letters  from  Fi'an<-e^''^  written  in  1787,  by  James 
St.  John,  Esq.,  and  published  at  Dublin  in  17SS,  Avheroin,  at  pages  100a 
1-38,  Letter  XLIV.,  Z'(/'5/«,  September  10th,  Vol.  L,  I  found  the  clearest 
explanation  of  the  author's  meaning.     I  do   not  know  that    I  have  ever 

tWiLLiAMSON's  "History  of  Maine,"  II.,  88-9,    ISTotes  *  and  t,  89.— 
There  wi^s  also  a  Hf.xey  Watts,  member  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  the 

Provincf  of  TyVLirvmiiu,  and  .V<-f'-!',':!Tt  "i   ^'<V"y.r,F.  Ci,i:\vE.-i,    Dc-pnty  Pro^i.- 
dcnt  in  1G48. — (See  Williamson's  ''iiiSTor.Y  of  Maine,"  *I,  327.) 
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ever  come  across  a  book  wLich  afforded  so  much   information  on  subjects 

generally  passed  over  in  silence  by  travellers   in  France,   and  clotbed  in 

language  at  once  so  ele^^ant  and  clear.     He  says  : — 

"I  have  observed  several  Gothic  castlea,  scattered  throughout  the  pro- 
vinces of  Champaign  and  Burgundy. 

They  are,  in  general,  built  after  the  same  model.  The 
main  part  of  the  castle  is  a  square  or  parallelogram,  with 
two  round  castles  (tlankarts)  at  the  extreme  or  opposite  an- 
gles. Thus  the  two  other  angles  become  ,  .salient  an;;les, 
raked  by  the  fire  of  the  two  round  castles,  which  serve  as 
bastions.  The  points  of  these  sahent  angles  are  also  further 
secured  by  the  Gothic  jet-outs  or  machicoulis,  which  are  not 
uncommon  over  the  angles  and  gates  of  ancient  castles,  and 
through  which  stones,  etc.,  could  be  thrown  down  upon  the 
assailants,  in  case  they  should  approach  to  break  through  the 
wall.  This  form  of  building  appears  most  singularl3'- awk- 
ward, yet  is  extremely  ingenious ;  and  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  inquirer  in  the  universe  could  desire  a  thing  more  effectu- 
al an  tl  simple  to  fortify  a  single  house,  without  going  to  far 
greater  expense.  For  it  would  be  impossible  equally  well 
to  defend  any  other  figure  of  a  less  number  of  sides  than  a 
square,  and  endeavor  to  defend  it  with  two  bastions,  one 
curtain  would  be  raked  by  the  fire  of  the  two  bastions, 
while  each  of  the  two  other  curtains  would  be  raked  by  the 
fire  of  only  one,  and  consequently  the  place  would  be  less 
defended  in  one  part  than  another.  JBesides,  the  bastions 
themselves  would  be  more  exposed  than  thf  bastions  of  a 
square,  being  situated  at  the  points  of  acute  angles,  and 
consequently  not  being  sufficiently  defended  by  the  curtains. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  a  figure  of  a  greater  uumber  of  sides 
than  a  square  should  be  made  choice  of,  for  example,  a  pen- 
tagon, it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  defend  it  with 
with  less  than  three  bastions,  and  consequently  a  greater 
number  of  men  ;  yet  even  th^n  it  would  not  be  equal  in  its 
defence,  being  better  raked  at  one  side  than  at  any  other, 
and  consequently  affording  an  opening  to  the  assailants.  Thus, 
on  the  best  and  surest  principles,  no  manner  of  fortification 
could  be  chosen  more  secure  and  more  economical  than  the 
castles  I  mention. 

The  old  castles  in  Ireland,  although  much  more  strongl}' 
and  solidly  built,  could  ne%^er  be  capable  of  holding  out  so 
well,  being  in  general  simply  round  or  square,  without 
anything  like  bastions  to  rake  thera,  and  must  have  depend- 
ed for  defence  on  their  own  simple  fire  and  that  of  the_  out- 
works. But  the  old  castles  of  Champaign  and  Burgund}' 
would  be  defensible  in  themselves,  even  though  ihej'  should 
not  have  3ny  ouLworks  at  all.  ..,,>..•,.,.. 

■    '     jjsV*'  i  i   '  ■  '         ' 
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